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APOLOGUE. 



AYiung palniif indulging a vein of phafantry^ 
Jketched a kind of converfatton-piecey reprefinting, 
a Bear, an owl, a monkey, and an afs ; and to render it 
more Jlriking, humorous and moral, dj/linguijhed every 
figure by fome emblem of human life. 

Bruin was exhibited in the garb and attitude of an 
eltd, ioothlefs^ drunken foldier ; the owl perched upon, 
the handle of a coffee-pot, with fpe^facle on nofe, feem* 
id to contemplate a news-paper ; and the afs^ ornamented 
with a huge tye-wigj (which, however, could not conceal 
bis long eUrs) fat for his ^piSfure to the monkey, wb^ 
eitpeared with the implements of painting. This whim* 
fical groupe afforded fome mirth, and met with general 
approbation, until fome mifchievous wag hinted thai 
the whole was a lampoon upon the friends of the per'- 
former : an injinuation which was no fooner circulated, 
than tbofe very people who applauded it before, begait 
to he alarmed, and even to fancy them/elves fgnified by 
the feveral figures of the piece. 

Among others, a worthy perfonage in years, who had 
fierved in the army with refutation, being incenfed at 
the fuppofed outrage, repaired to the lodgings of the 
winter, and finding him at hgme, <* Hear k ye, Mr. 
•• Monkey, Jaid he, I have a good mind to convince 
** you that tho* the^ bear has loji his teeth, he retains 
•* his paws, and that he if not fo drunk but be can 
^ perceive your impertinence-^^Sbfood! fir, that tooth' 
•* lefsjaw is a damned fcandalous libel — but^ don*t yp§ 
•* imagine me fo chop/alien as not to be able to chew the 
•* cud of refentment'^^-'^^Here he was interrupted by 
A arrival pf a learned pbjfHian^who^ advancing to th 
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viii APOLOGUE. 

gfi^ witi fury in Hj ^t/piO, tvOame^ -^iifpA 
*« the augmentation af tht afd iOri Jhauld prw^tht 
•* diminutim of the baboon* s-^nayf fiek nH U pre* 
<« vuricaiey for i^ the begrd of Mfcuhpiui I there k 
<« not one hair in this periwig that will fuitjland up in 
^judgment to convi^ thee of ferfonal ahtrfe-^Do but 
*« obffrvt^ captain, hotv this pitiful little fellow has CQ* 
** pied the very curls'-^the colour, indeed^ is different^^ 
«• but then the form and for et op are quite fimlar.^^^ 
While he thus remonjlrated in a Jlrain of vociferation, 
a venerable jetator entered^ and waddling up to the 
delinquent, ** Jackanapes ! cried he, I will now let thee 
*« fee^ I can read fmethlng elfe than a newspaper, and 
^^ thaty without the help of fpeSiacleS'^here is your own 
'« note of handi fnrrah^ for money which if I had not 
«< advanced, you yourfclf would have refemhUd an owl^ 
•* in not daring to^ew your face by Ay, you ungrate^ 
** f^U flanderous knave /" 

In vain the aflor'tjhed painter declared that Ife had ne 
intention to give offence^ or to charaiferize particular p^» 
fons : they affirmed the refeptblance was too palpable to be 
cverhoied, they taxed him with infolenee, malice^ and 
ingratitude.', and their clamours betng imrhjeard by the 
public^ the captatn was a bear, the doRor an afs^ emd 
tbefenator an owl to his dying daj. 
* Chrl/lian reader , Ibefeech tbte^ in, the bouiek tf the 
Lord, remember this example, while thou art employed 
in the perufal of the pllowing Jheets % and feek not i$ 
appropriate to thyfdf that which equally belongs to five 
hundred dfferent people. If thou fi/ouldji meet with a^ 
ebaraSfer that refers thee in fme ungracious partic$er. 
lar^ keep thy own counfeh, conjider that me feature, 
makes not a face, and that tho thou art, perhaps, di^. 
Jiittf us/bed by a bottle nofe% twetity if thy neighkters may, 
b{t "in the fame predicamttit. 
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P R E F A C E. 

OF aU kinds of fatire, there is ncrae >fo entcr- 
tuimngy and uoiverfaliy ImproviDg, as tha^ 
which is introduced, as it were, occafionally, 
hi the coarfe of an interefting ftory, .which brings 
every incident home to life ; and by reprefenting fa- 
miliar fcenes in an uncommon and amufing point of 
view, invefts them whh all the graces of novelty, 
while nature is appealed to in every-particniar. 

The reader gratifies his curiofity, in purfuing the 
adventures of a peribn in whofc favour he is prepof* 
fefled ; he efpoufci his caufe> he fympathizes with 
hun in diflrefs, ' bis indignation is heated againft the 
authors of his calamity ; the humane pailions are in* 
flaoQtcd ; the contraft between dejcfted virtue^ and- 
iofniting vice, appears with greater aggravation, and 
every impreflion having a double force on the imagi-: 
nation, the memory retains the circumftance, and. 
the heart improves by the example. The attentioo- 
^ is not tired with a bare catalogue of charaftcrs, but 
'agreeably diverted with all the variety of invention ;. 
and' the viciflitudes of life appear in their peculiar* 
drcumftances, opening an :^mple field for wit and 
humour, * • ., 

Romance^ no doubt, oweis its origin to ignorance^ 
vanity, and fuperlHtipn. In the dark ages of the 
world, when a man had rendered himfelf famous for. 
wifdom or valour, . his family and adherents availed 
themfclves of his fuperior qualities, magnified hi* 
virtues, and reprefented his charadler and perfon as. 
facred and fnpcrnatural. The vulgar eafily fwallow- 
ed the bait, implored his proteftion, and yielded the* 
tribute of homage and praifc even to adoration ; hi»; 
exploits were handed down to poftcrity with a thou- 
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faad exaggeratkms; they were repeated a3 incite- 
ments to virtue ; dmne honours wqre paid, and at- 
tain erected t9 his memory^ for the enconr^gcsneot 
of thofe who attempted to imitate ^e^a»ple; aoA 
hence arofe the heathen mythokgy, which is- no 
other than a colleftiofi of extrav^aixt rOfloances.* — 
As ieamiag tdvaaced^ aad gemils usceiwed cultiva- 
tion, ihftfeflor^ were embeUiflied 'tfitfai the graces 
of poetry, that ^ley nugfat the better i?ecommcnil 
themfelves to the atteotiofi ;^thqr y^r^ fuog in pub* 
Uc, at feftlvaisy for the ioftrirfUoil. aad delist of the 
audieooe ; and rehearfed iiefore biuttie, m iaccoti^s 
to deeds of glory. Tbas leagcdy aid the epic nmb 
were bom, and, in the progrefa of tafte, arrived at 
perfbftion.— i— It is no wonder^ ths^ the ancieat# 
could not reliih a fable in profit, after they had feea 
fo many remarkable events celebriited in verfe, by. 
their beft poets; we therefore find no romsnccz^ 
mong them, during the «ra of their excellence, ttn- 
lefs the Cyropeedia of Xenophon may be fo caUed ; 
and it was not till arts and fdefic^ began to revive^ 
after the irruption of the BarbarUas into Europe, 
that any thing of diis kind appeared. But when 
the miiids of men were debaudied by the tmpofitiba 
of prieft- craft to the moft abfurd pitch <^ credulity; 
the authors of romance arofe, and lofing fig^t of. 
probability, fiBed their performances with the moft 
monftrous hyperboles. If they could not equal the. 
antients poets in point of genius, they^rere refoliwd 
to excel them in fiAion, and apply to the wonder rar^ 
ther than the judgment of their readers. Acomrding|iy 
they brought necromancy to their aid, and inftead of 
fupporting the charader of their heroes, by digiity 
pf icntimentand praAice, difth^tfhed them: by their 
bodily Arength, activity, and extravagance of beha- 
viour. Although nothing could be more ludicrous 
and unnatural^ than the ngares they drewi they did 
not want patrons and adorirers, and the world a£hi- 
alhy beaan to be infe^d tnth tK^ A%:rt» f^f lrnmh». 
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ecnmtry, when Cenraates, by an ioimitable piece d$ 
ridicule^ reformed the tafte of oiankiiid» ^prcfeating 
chivalry ia the right pomt of new, aad coaverting 
romance to purpoles ^more ufeful and eotertaimog*. 
bymakuig k afluioe th^ fodCy and point out the fel- 
lies of ordinary life. 

The fame method has baen pra^Ui^ by other 
SpaaUh and^ Fr^ch authors, aad by iM>iie more ftc- 
ccfsfi^y than by Monfieor Le Sage, who in his Ad- 
ventures of Gil Bias, has defcribed the knavery and 
foibles of.li£s, with infiaite faumoor and f:^acity.-^ 
The fbUowing (heets I liav^ modelled on his plan> 
takmg the •liberty, however, to differ from him in 
the execnUon, where I th^ooght his particular iitua- 
tioas were uncommon, ^ctravagant, or peculiar to 
the country in which the {bene is kid.— The dif- 
graces of Gil Kas ace^ for the moil part, fuch a$ 
^ rather extte mirth t^an compaflioD} he himfelf 
laughs at them 'r and his tt-aniitions from dijftrefs to 
happiuefs, or atlaaft eafe, are fo fudden, that- neither 
the reader has time to pity him, nor himfelf to be 
acqvrainted with affliAioa. This conduft, in my 
opinion, not only deviates from probability, but pre« 
veats that generous indignation which ought to ani- 
matetbe reader, agaicjl the fordid and vicious dii^[»>- 
fition of the world. 

I have attempted to reprefent cnodeA merit ftrog-. 
j^iog with eveiy difficulty to which a friendlcfs or- 
pbaa is exppfed, from his own want of experience, 
as well as from the felfiihnefs, envy, malioe, and 
bofe indifierence of mankind.— Tofecure a favourable 
prepofleffion, I have allowed him the advantages of 
birdi and education, which in the feries of his mif- 
fortones will, I hope, engage the ingenuous more 
warmly m his behalf 5 and though I forefee, that 
fome people will be offended at the mean fcenes in 
which he is involved, I perfuade myfelf the judicious 
will not only perceive the neccffity of defcribiog thofe J 
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his low eftate, but alfo find entertainment in view- 
ing thofe parts of life, where the humours and paffi-* 
ens are undiljguifed by affeftation, ceremony, or edu- 
cation ; and the whimfical peculiarities of difpofi- 
rion appear as nature has implanted them. — But I 
believe I need not trouble myfelf in vindicating a 

!)raftice authorized by the beft writers in this way, 
bme of whom I have already named. 
, Every intelligent, reader will, at firft fight, perceive 
I have not deviated from nature, in the fafts, which 
are all true in the main, although the circumflances 
are altered and difguifed to avoid perfonal fatire. 

It now remains to give my r^afons for making the 
chief perfonage of this work a North-Briton j which 
are chiefly thefe : I c6uld at a fmall expence beftow 
on him f^ich education as I thought the dignity of his 
birth and charafter required, which could not poflibly 
be obtained in England, by fuch flender means as the 
nature of my plan would afford. In the next place, I 
could reprefent; fimplicity of manners in a remote part 
of the kingdom, with more propriety than in any 
place near the capital ; and laftly, the difpofition of* 
the Scots, addifted to travelling, juftifies my conduft 
in deriving an adventurer from that country. 

That the delicate reader may not be offended at the 
unmeaning oaths which proceed from the mouths^of 
fomc perfons in. thefe memoirs, I beg leave to pre* 
mife, that I imagined nothing could more effeftually 
cxpofe the abfurdity of fuch miferable expletives, thaa 
a natural and verb^ reprefcntation of tlie di(courfe in 
which they occur. 
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e H A P. I. 

Of my Urtb and farentage. 

IW A S born in the northern f)art of this united 
kingdom, in the houfe of my grandfather, a 
gentleman of confiderable fortune and influ- 
ence, who bad on many occafions Signalized him- 
felf in behalf of his country ; and. was remarl^able 
for his abilities in the law, which he exercifed with 
great fuccefs, in the ftation of a judge, particularly 
againft beggars, for whom he had a fingular averfion. 

My father (his yotrngeft fon) falling in love with 
a poor relation, who lived with the old gentleman 
in quality of a houfe-keeper, efpoufed her privately ; 
and I was the iirft fruit of that marriage,— Dli ring 
her pregnancy, a dream difcompofed my mother fo 
much that her hufband, tired with her importunity, 
at laft confulted a -highland feer, whofe favourable in- 
terpretation he would have fecured before-hand by 
a bribe, but found him incorruptible. She dreamed 

Vol. I. B /he 
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2 The A D VE N T U R E s of 

iht was delivered of a tennis-ball, which the devil 
(who, to her great fbrprize, afted the part of a mid- 
wife) ftruck fo forcibly with a racket, that it difap- 
peared in an inftant ; and ftie was for fome time in- 
confolable for the lofs of her oiF-fpring; when ail of 
a fudden, (he beheld it return with equal violence, 
. and enter the earth, beneath her feet, whence imme- 
diately fprung up a goodly tree covered with blofToms, 
the fcent of which operated fo ftrongly^on her nerves 
that (he awoke. The attentive fage, after fome deli- 
beration, a(rurcd ray parents, that their firft-born, 
would be a great traveller ; that he would undergo 
many dangers and difficulties, and at laft return to his 
native land,. where he would flourifli in happinefs 
and reputation.— How truly this was foretold, will 
appear in the fequel. — It was not long before fome 
officious perfon informed my grandfather o£ certain 
familiarities that paflTed between his fon and houfe- 
keeper, which alarmed him fo much that, a fe^ 
days after, he told my father it was high time for him 
to think of fettling; and that he had provided a tnatch 
for him, to which he could in juftice have no objec- 
tions. My father, finding it would be impodible to 
conceal his fituation much longer, frankly owned 
what he had done ; and excufed himfelf for not having 
aflced the confent of his father, by faying, he knew 
it would have been to no purpofe ; and that, had his 
inclination been known, my grandfather might have 
taken fuch meafures as wpuld have efFeftually put the 
gratification of it out of%is power : he added, that 
no exceptions could be takehi to his wife's virtue, birth, 
beauty, and good fenfe, and as for fortune, it was 
beneath his care. — The old gentleman^ who kept all 
his paffions, except one, in excellent order, heard him 
to an end with great temper, and then calmly a(ked, 
how he propofed to niaintdh hinifelf and fpoufe ?— 
He replied, he could be in n6 danger of wanting, 
while his father's tenderaefs remained^ which he and 

bi$ 
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Ms wife Ihould always cultivate with the utmoft vene- 
ration ; and he was perfuaded his allowance would 
be fuitable to the dignity and circumftances of his fa- 
mily, and to the provifion already made for his brother* 
and fifters, who V/ere happily fettled under his pro- 
teftion. — " Your brothers and fillers, faid my grand- 
father, did not think it beneath them to confult me 
in an affair of fuch importance»as matrimony^ neither 
(I fuppofe) would you have omitted that piece of duty, 
bad you not fome fecret fund in referve; to the com- 
forts of which I leave you, with a defire that yotr 
will this night feek out another habitation for your- 
felf and wife, whither, in a fhort time, I will fend 
you an account of the expence I have been at in 
your education, with a view of being reimburfed— 
Sir, you have made the grand tour — ^you are a politd 
gentleman— a very pretty gentleman — I wifti you a 
great deal of joy, and am your very humble fervant.'* 
So faying, he left my father in a fituation eafily ima- 
gined. However, he did not long hefitate ; for, being 
perfectly well acquainted with his father's difpofition,- 
he did not doubt that he was "glad of this pretence to get 
rid of him ; and his refolves being invariable as the laws 
of the Medes and Perfians, heknew it would be to no 
purpofe to attempt him by prayers and itUreaties ; fo 
without any farther application he betook himfelf^ 
with his difconfolate bedfellow, to a farm houfc, 
where an old fervant of his mother dwelt ; there they 
renKiined fome time in a fituation but ill adapted to 
the elegance of their d^fires and tendernefs of their 
love ; which neverthelefs my father chofe to endure, 
rather than fupplicate an unnatural and inflexible pa- 
rent : but, my mother forefeeing the inconveniencies 
to which (he muft have been expofcd, had flie been 
delivered in this place, . (and her pregnancy was very 
far advanced) without communicating her defign to 
her hufband, went in difguife to the houfe of my 
grandfather, hoping that her tears and conditioa 
B 7, would 
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4 The A D V E N T u R E s or 

Avould move him to compaiffion, and reconcile him to ati 
event which was now irrecoverably pad. — She found 
means to deceive the fervants, and was introduced as 
an unfortunate lady, who wanted to complain of fome 
matrimonial grievances, it being my grandfather's par- 
ticular province to decide in all cafes of fcandal. She 
was accordingly admitted into his prefence, where 
difcovering herfeif, (he fell at his feet, aod in the mod 
affefting manner, implored his forgivenefs; at the 
iame time, reprefenting the danger that threattied not 
enlyher life, but that of his own grand-child which 
was about to fee th€ %ht. — He told her, he was forry 
that the indifcretiou of her and his fon bad compelled 
him to make a vow, which put it out of his power 
to give them any affiftance. — That he had already im- 
parted his thoughts on that fubjed to her hufband, 
and was furprifed that they fhould difturb his peace 
with any further importunity.— This faid, he reti- 
red. — -The violence of my mother's afflidtion had fuch 
an afFeft on her conftitutioo, that (he was immedi- 
ately fcized with the pains of child -bed ; and had not 
an old maid-fcrvant to whom fhe was very dear, af- 
forded her pity and affiftance, at the hazard of incur- 
ing my grandfather's difpleafure, (he and the innocent 
fruit of iier womb mult have fallen miferable viftims 
to his rigour and inhumanity. — By the friend(bip of 
this poor woman, fhe was carried up to a garret, and 
immediately delivered of a man-child, the .ftory of 
whofe unfortunate birth he himfelf now. relates.— . 
My father being informed of what had happened, 
flew to the embraces of his darling fpoufe, and while 
he loaded his off-fpring with paternal embraces, could 
not forbeni* fliedding a flood of tears, on beholding the 
dear partner of his heart (for whofe eafe he would have 
facrificed the treafurcs of the call) ftretched upon a 
flock-bed, in a miferable apartment, unable to pro- 
ted her from the inclemencies of the weather* — ^It is 
i^ot to be fuppofed that the old gentleman was ign6- 

rant 
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rant of what paffed, tho* he afFefted to know nothing 
vf the matter, and pretended to be very much furprif- 
cd, when one of his grandchildren, by his eldcft foo 
deceafed, who Irved with him asTiis heir apparent, 
acquainted him with the affair ; he determined there- 
fore to obferve no medium, but immediately (on the 
third day after her delivery) fent her a peremptory 
order to 'be gone, and turned off the fervant who had 
preferred her life. This behaviour fo exafperated my 
father, that he had recourfe to the moft dreaJfal im- 
precations ; and on his bar& knees implored that hea- 
ven would renounce him if ever he fhould forget or 
forgive the barbarity of his fire.— The injuries which 
this unhappy mother received from her removal in 
iiich circumflances, and the want of neceflaries where 
flje lodged, together with her grief and anxiety of 
mind, foon threw her into a langui(hing diforder, 
which put an end to her life. M> father, who loved her 
tenderly, was fo aiJc6led with her death, that he re- 
mained fix weeks deprived of his fenfes; during which 
time, the people where he lodged carried thejnfant 
to the old man, who relented fo far, on hearing the 
melancholy ftory of his daughter-in-law's death, and 
the deplorable condition of his fon, as to fend the 
child to nurfe, and he ordered my father to be carried 
home to his houfe, where he foon recovered the ufe 
of his reafon.— Whether this hard-hearted judge felt 
any remorfe for * his cruel treatment pf his fon and 
daughter; or (which is more probable) was afraid hia 
charadler would fufFer in the neighbourhood ; he pro^ 
fefled great forrow for his conduft to my father, whofe 
delirium was fucceeded by a profound nvelancholy 
and referve. At length he difappeared, aad notwitb- 
ftanding all imaginable inquiry, could not be heard of ;. 
a drcumftance which confirmed moft people m the opi- 
nion of his having made away with himfelf in a fit of 
defpair.— Howl underftood the particularsof my birth, 
iviU appear in the courXe of thefe memoirs. 

B 2 CHAP. 
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J grow ttp--am hatid by tny relations— fent ta 
fcbool—negleSled hy my grandfather — maltreat- 
ed by my majler—feafoned to adverjity — Iform^ 
cabals againji the pedant — am debarred accefs to 
my grandfather — bunted by his beir^ldemolijh 
the teeth of his tutor. 

THERE were not wanting fomc, who fufpefted 
my uncles of being concerhed in my fiather's 
fate, on the fuppofition that they would all (hare ia 
the patrimony deftined for him : and this conjefture 
was ftrengthened by rcflefting, that in all his ca- 
lamities they never, difcovered the.leaft inclinatioa 
to ferve him ; but,' on the contrary, by all the artii 
fices in their power, fed his father's refentmen^ 
and fup ported his refolution of leaving him ta'mif«njr 
and want.— Put people of judgment treated this'infit 
nuation as an idle chimera; becaufe had my relationi 
been fo wicked as to conftrlt their intereft by c;ommit* 
ting fuch an atrocious crime, the fate of my father 
would have extended to me too, whofe life was ano* 
ther obftaclc to their expeftation. — Mean while, I 
grew apace, and as I ftrongly refembled my father, 
who was the darling of the tenants, I wanted nothing 
which their indigent circumftances could afford : but 
their favour was a weak refource againft the jealous, 
enmity of my couliiis; who, the more my infancy 
promifed, conceived the more implacable hatred a- 
gainft me ; and before I was fix years of age, had fa 
effedlually blockaded my grandfather, that I never 
faw him but by ftealch, wheo I fometimes made up 
to his chair as he fiit to view his Inbourers in the field : 
on which occafioas, he would ftroafc my head, bid 
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me be a good boy, and promife to take care of me. — 
I was foon after fent to fchool at a village hard by, of 
which he had been diftator time out of mind ; but, as 
he never paid for my board, nor fupplied me with 
cloaths, bookSy and other neceflaries I required, my 
condition was very ragged and contemptiblcj and the 
fchoolmafter, who, through fear of my grandfather, 
taught me gratis^ gave himfclf no concern about the 
progrefs I made under his inftruftion. — ^In fpite of all 
thefe difHculties and difgraces, I became a good pro- 
ficient in the Latin tongue ; and as foon as I could 
write tolerably, peftered my grandfather with letters 
to fuch a degree, that he fent for my mafter, and chid 
him feverely for,beftowing fuch pains on my educa- 
tion, telling him, that if ever I {hould be brought to 
the gailows for forgery, which he bad taught me to 
commit, my blood would lie on his head. — 1 he pe- 
dant, who dreaded nothing more than the difpleafurc 
of his patron, affured his honour that the boy's abi- 
lity was more owing to his own genius and applica- 
tion than to any inftruftiou or encouragement he re- 
ceived J that although he could not divert him of the 
knowledge he had already imbibed, unlefs he wouFd 
impower him to difable his fingers, he fhould endea- 
vour, with God's help, to prevent .his future im- 
provement. And indeed, he punftually performed 
what he had undertaken ; for, on pretence that I had 
writ impertinent letters to my grandfather, he caufed 
a board to be made with five holes in it, through 
which he thru ft the fingers and thumb of my right 
hand, and faftened it by whip-cord to my wrift, in 
fuch a manner as.efib6lually debarred me the ufe of 
my pen. But, this reftraint I was freed from in a fewr* 
days by an accident which happened in a quarrel be- 
tween mfe and another boy, who taking upon him ta 
infult my poverty, I was fo incenfed at his ungene- 
rous reproach, that with one ftroke of my machine, 
1 cut him to the fcull, to the great terror of myfelf 
B 4 aiid 
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and fchool-feUows, who left him bleeding on the 
ground, and ran to inform the mafter of what had 
happened. I was fo fevcrely puniftied for this tref- 
pafs, that, were I to live to the age of Methufalem, 
the impreffion it made on me would not be effaced ; 
no more than the antipathy and horror I conceived 
for the mercilefs tyrant who infli^fted it. The c©n- 
teippt which my appearance naturally produced, in 
all who faw me, the continual wants to which I wa$ 
^xpofed, and my own haughty difpofition, impatient 
of affronts, involved me in a thoufand troublefome 
adventures, by which I was at length inured toadver- 
iity, and emboldened to undertakings far above my 
years^ I was often inhumanely fcourged for crimes i 
did not commit, becaufe, having the charaAer of a 
vagabond in the village, every piece of mifchief whofe 
author lay unknown, was charged upon me. I have 
been found guilty of robbing orchards I never entered, 
of killing cats I never hurted, of ftealing gingerbread 
I never touched, and of abufing old women I never 
faw.— Nay, a flammering. carpenter had eloquence 
enough to perfuade my mafter, that I fired a piftol 
loaded with fmall (hot into his window ; though my 
landlady and the whole family bore witnefs, that I 
was a-bed faft afleep at the time when this outrage 
was committed. — I was once flogged for having nar- 
rowly efcaped drowning, by the finking of a ferry- 
boat in which I was paff^nger.-— Another time for hav- 
ing recovered of a bruife occafioned by a horfe and 
cart running over me. — A third time, for beiu^r bit by 
a baker's dog. — In fhort, whether I was guilty or un- 
fortunate, the corredtion and fympathy of this arbi- 
trary pedagogue were the fame. !■ ar from being fub- 
dued by this infernal ufaje, my indignation triumph- 
ed over that flavifti awe which had hkhcrio enforced 
my obedience ; and the more my years and know*- 
ledge increafed, the more I perceived the injuftice 
and barbarity of his Ijchaviour.. -By the help of an 
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uncommon genius, and the advice and direflion of 
our uftier, who had ferved my father in his travels, I 
made a furprifing progrefs in the claffics, writing and 
arithmetic ; fo that before I was twelve years old, 
1 was allowed by every body to be the beft fchokr i» 
the fchool : This qualification, together with a bold- 
nefs of temper, and Jftrength of make, which had fub- 
jefted almc^ all my contemporaries, gave me fucb 
influence over them, that I began to form cabals 
againft my perfecutor j and was in hope of being, 
able ta bid him defiance in a very ftiort time* — Being" 
at the head of afaftion confifting of thirty boys, mofk 
of them of my own age, I was determined to pnt their 
mettle to trial, that I might know how far they were 
to be depended upon, before I put my grand fcheme 
in execution : with this view we attacked a body 6{ 
flout apprentices, who had taken pofieffion of a part 
of the ground allotted to us, for the fcenc of our dii- 
verfions, and who were then playing at nine-pins on. 
the fpot : but, I had the mortification to fee n*y adhe* 
rents routed in an inftant, and a leg of one of then* 
broke in his flight by the bowl^ which one of our ad- 
verfaries had detached in purfuk of us. — This difcom^ 
fiture did not hinder us from engaging them after* 
wards in frequent fldrmifties, which we maintained 
by throwing ftones.at a diftance, wherein I received. 
many wounds, the fears of which iVill remain. Ou» 
enemies were fo harrafled and interrupted by tjiefe a- 
larms, that they at laft abandoned their conqueft, and 
left us to the peaceable enjoyment of our own tenlto^ 
ries. — It would be endlefs to enumerate tie exploits 
we performed in the courfeof this confederacy, which 
became the terror of the whole village j infomucll, 
that when different interefts divided it, one of the 
parties commonly courted' the afli ft a nee of Roderick 
Random (by which name I was known) to caft the 
balance, and keep the oppofite fa6Hon in awe. — Mean- 
while^ 1 took the advantage of every play day, to 
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prefent myfelf before my grandfather, to whom I (el' 
dom found accefe, by reaibn of his being dofely be- 
fieged by a numerous family of his female grandchil-, 
dren, \¥ho, tho' they perpetually quarrelled among 
themfelves, never failed to join againft me, as the 
common enemy of all. His heir, who was about the 
age of eighteen, minded nothing but fox-huntings 
and indeed was qualified for nothing elfe, notwith- 
ftanding his grandfather's ind^ulgence, in entertaining 
a tutor for him at home ; who at the feme thne per- 
formed the office of parifh clerk. This young Afteon, 
who inherited his grandfather's antipathy to every 
thing in diftrefs, never fet eyes on me, without un- 
coupling his beagles, and hunting me into fome cot- 
tage or other, whither I generally fled for (helter. In 
this chriftian amufcment, he was encouraged by his 
preceptor, who, no doubt, took fuch opportunities 
to ingratiate himfelf with the rifing fun, obferving 
that the old gentleman, according to the courfe of 
nature, had not long to live, for, he was already on the 
Yerge of fourfcore.-^The behaviour of this rafcally 
fycophant incenfed me fb much, that one day, when? 
I was beieagued by him and Kis hounds in a farmer'* 
houfe, where I had found proteftion, I took aim at 
him ( being an excellent markfaian ) with a large 
pebble, which ftruck out four of his fore-teeth, and 
etfeAually incapacitated him from doing the office q£ 
a cierk« 
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CHAP. III. 

My fnother^s brother arrives — relieves me-^a 
defcription of him — he goes along with me to 
the houfe of my grandfather — is encountered 
by his dogs — difeats them^ afteK a bloody en^ 
gagement — is admitted to the old gentleman^^ 
a dialogue between them. 

ABOUT this time my mother's only brother, 
who had been long abroad, lieutenant of a 
man of war, arrived in hts own country ; where, . 
being informed of my condition, he came to fee me,, 
and out of his flender "finances not only fupplkd me 
with what neccflaries I wanted for the prefent, but 
refolvcd not to leave the country until he had pre- 
vailed on my grandfather to fettle fomething handfome 
for the future. This was a taflc to which he was by 
no means equal, being intirely ignorant not only of 
the judge's difpofition, but alfo of the ways of men 
in general^ to which his education on board had 
iccpt him an utter ftranger.— He was a ftrong- 
built .liiani fomcwhat bandy-legged, with a neck 
Kke that of a bull, and a face which (you might eafi- 
ly perceive) had withftood the moft dbflinate aflaults 
erf the weathen — His drefs confifted of a foldier's 
coat altered for him by the (hip^s taylor, a flriped 
ftantiel jacket, a pair of red breeches, japanned with 
fwtch, dean grey worfted {lockings, large filver bnc* 
ktes that covered three fourths of his fboes; a filver 
laced hat whofe crown over-looked the brims about 
aii mcto and a half, a black bob* \ing in buckle, a check 
fhirt, a filk handkerchief, an hanger with 'a brafs 
haDdk girded' to his thigh by a tarnilhed laced belt, 
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and a good oak plant under his arm. — Thus equIp'cF^ 
be; fet out with me (who by his bounty made a very 
decent appearance) for my grandfather's houfe, where 
we were fainted by Jowler and Caefar, whom my cou- 
fitiy young mafter, had let loofe at our approach. Be* 
ing well acquainted with the inveteracy of thefe curs, 
I was about to betake myfelf to my heels, when my 
uncle feized me with one hund, brandHhed his cudgel 
with the other, and at one blow laid Csefar fprawling. 
on the ground : but, finding bimfelf attacked at the . 
fame time in the rear by Jowler, and fearing Carfar 
might recover, he drew his hanger, wheel'd about, and 
by a lucky ftroke fever'd Jowler's head from his< 
body. — By this time, the young fox-bunter and three 
fcrvants, armed with pkch-forks and flails, were come^ 
to the affiftance of the dogs, whom they found breath- 
lefs upon the field j. and my coufin was fo provoked 
at ihe death of his favourites, that he ordered his at- 
tendants ta advance, apd take vengeance on their ex- 
ecutioner, whom he load^ with all the curfes and 
jseproaph^s his^Dgcr could fugge<^. — Upon which, my 
uncle flept forwards, with an undaunted air, at the 
fight of whofe bloody weapons his antagonifts fell back 
with precipitation, when he accofted their leader thus : 
«— ** Lookee, brother, your dogjs having, boarded me- 
*^ without provocation, what I did was in my own, 
** defence. — So you had heft be civil, and let us (hoot 
*' a-bead, clear of yqu," Whether the young 'fquire- 
mifintergreted my uncle's defire of peace-, or was en- 
raged at the fate of his hounds beyond his ufualpitcb 
ef refolutlon, I kAow not ; but, he fnatched'afiaiLfrom- 
^ne of his followers, and came up with a fliew of 
aflaulting^ the lieutenant, who putting. Jiimfelf in a. 
pofture ofc defence, proceeded thus :— — ** Lookee, 
•* you lubberly fon of a w — e, if you come athwart 
*' me,. 'ware your ginger-bread-work.— rU be foul. 
*• of your quarter, d — n me.'* This declaration, fol- 
lowed by a^ -flour lib of his hanger, ieein'd to check. 

Digitized by VjOOQ„ |bc 



RODBRIX^R R AK 0OKf. I^ 

the progrefs of the young gentleman's choler^ who 
kokiDg behind him^ perceived his attendants had 
ilqnk into the houfe, (hut the gate, and left him to 
decide, the contention by himfelf. — Here a parley, en-i 
fued, which was introduced by my coufin's aikiog;^ 
** Who the d — 1 are you ? — What do you want?— 
*' Some fcoundrel of a feaman (1 fuppofe) who har 
" deferted and turned thief.— But don't think you ftialh 
•* efcape, fir rah -- Til have you hang'd, you dog, I will.. 
** —Your blood fliall pay for that of my two hounds, 
** you raggamuf&n. — I would not have parted, whir 
" them to fave your whole generation from the gal- 
" lows, you ruffian, you.'*——'* None of your jaw, 
" you fwab — noae of your jaw (replied my uncle)- 
** elfe I fhall trin^ your kc'd jacket for you.— I fhalV, 

** rub you down with an oaken towel, my boy 1 

" (hall.*' So faying, he (heathed his hanger, and 

grafped his cudgel. Mean- while the people of the- 
houie being aWmed, one of my female coufins open* 
ed a window, and aflced what was the natter ?— - 
" The matter ! (anfwer'd the lieutenant) no grear 
** matter, young woman. — I have bu(jnefe with the- 
^* old gentleman, and this fpark, belike, won't alldw^ 
** me to come along-fide of him, that's ^1."— Aftef a 
f^w minutes paufe, we were admitted and conduAe<k 
to my grandfather's chamber, through a laii^ of my^ 
lelations, who honour'd me with very ngpificant looks, 
as I pa(red along. — When we came into the judge's* 
prefence, my undc, after two or three fea-bpws, ex- • 
pre(red himfelf in this naanner :^" Your fervant, your 
«* fervant* — What chear, f^ither ? wh^jt chear ?— i' 
" fuppofe you don't know me — may-bap youdoa't-— ^ 
" My name is Tom Bowling, — an4 tWs here. bQy*- 
^ you look as if you did not know him neither, — 'tis- 
*' like you mayn't.— He's new rigged, i'faith; his 
" cloth doa't (hake in the wind fo much as it wont to 
" do. *Tis my nephew, d'ye fee, Rod^srick R^dom,. 
*i i— your own flefti and blood, old gentlemocu Don't 
^ r- !*• la 
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** lag a-ilerD, you dog/' (pulling me forward). Mjr 
grandfether (who was kid up with the gout) received 
this relation, after his long abfence, with thatcddnefs 
of civility whkh was peculiar to- him *, told him he- 
was glad to fee him, and defired him to fit down — 
•* Thank ye, thank ye, fir, I had as lief (land, (fold 
•* my irncle) for my own part I defire nothing of you ; 
•* but if you have any conference at all do fomething 
•* for this poor boy, who has been ufed at a very 
f* uochriftian rate. — ^Unchriftian do I call it ? — I ani 
** fure the Moors in Barbary have more humanity 
** than to leave their little ones to want. — I would 
** fain know why my fiber's fon is moi^ negle^ed 
•* than that there fair-weather Jack," (pointing 
to the young fquire, who with the reft of my coufin* 
had followed us into the room) ** Is not he as near 
** a- kin to you as the other ?— ^Is he not much hand- 
«* fomer and better built than that great chucklehead ? 
** —Come, come, confider, old gentleman, you arc 
** g<Mng irt a fliort time to give an, account of your 
** evil aftions. — ^Remember the wrongs you did his^ 
♦* father ; and make all the fatisfaftion in your power, 
** before it be too late. — Thd leaft thing you can do^ 
•* Is to fettle his father's p6rtion on him."— The 
young ladies, who thought themfelves too much con- 
cerned to contain thMrfelves any longer,, fet up 

their throats all together againft my protcftor. 

** Scurvy companion, — feucy tarpaulin,— rude, im- 
** pertinent fellow, did he think to prefcribe to grand- 
•• papft. — His fifter's brat had been too well taken 
•^ care of. — Grandpapa was too juft not to make a 
*t-tlificfeAce between an ufinatural rebellious fon, 
«* afid his dutiful loving cbildrcd, who took his advice 
** in ail things ;"' and fuch exprefflons, * were vented 
againft him with great violence ; until the judge at 
leiigth commanded filencc. He calm>y rebuked iny 
ujjcle for his unmannerly behaviour, whkh he fail 
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he would excufe on accoaat of his education : he told 
him he had been very kind to th^ boy, whom he had 
kept at fchool feven or eight years, although he was 
Informed he made no progreA in his learniog ; but wa^ 
addi<5ted to all manner of vice, which he rather be- 
lieved, becaufe he himfelf was witnefs to a barbarous 
piece of mifchief he had committed on the jaws of 
his chaplain.— But, however, he would fee what the 
lad was fit for, and J>ind him apprentice to feme ho- 
neft tradefman or other, proykled he would mend his 
manners, and behave for the future as became him. 
•—The honefl tar ( whofe pride and radignation boiled 
within him) anfwered my grandfather, that it was- 
true he had fent him to fchool, but k had coft him 
nothing, for he had never been at one fhiiling ex- 
pence, to furnifti hira with food, raiment, books, or 
other neceflaries; fo that it was not much to be won- 
dered at, if the boy niadfc fmall progrefs; and yet 
whoever told him fo, was a lying lubberly rafcal, and 
deferved to be keel-haurd ; for thof he (the lieutenant)^ 
did not underftand thofe matters himfelf, he was well' 
informed as how Rory was the bcft fcholar of his- 
age in all the , country ; the truth of which he 
would maintain, by laying a wager oF his whole 
hilf year's pay on the boy's head ; (with thefe* 
words he pulled out his purfe, and challenged the 
company)—"'* Neither is he predifted to vice, as yon 
aflSrm, but rather left like a wreck (d'ye fee) at the 
mercy of the wind and weather, by your negleft,' 
old gentleman. — As for what happened to your chap- 
lain, I am only forry, that be did not knock out the 
fcoundrel's brains, inilead of bis teeth. — By the LiOrd, 
if ever I come up with him, he had better be in Green- 
land,— that's all. — -Thank you for your coui^teous 
offer of binding the lad apprentice to a tradefman. 
I fuppofe you would make a taylor of him— would 
you ? — rhad rather fee him hang'd, d'ye fee. — Come 
-along, Rory, I percjsive hpw the land Kes> my boy,' . 
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~Ict's tack about, i'faith,— wfeile I have a fliillingr, 
thou fhan't want a teftcr. — B'wye, old gentleman, 
you're bound for the other world, but I believe dam- 
fiably ill provided for the voyage.'* — Thus ended our 
vifit ; and we returned to the village, my uncle mut- 
tering curfes all the way againft the old fliark and 
the youtig fry that furrounded him. 



CHAP. IV. 

3^ grandfather makes his will — om' fecond vijit 

he dies -his will is read in prefence of 

all his living defcendents the difappointment 

of my female coujins—nr/ unde^s behaviour. 

A FEW weeks after our firft vifit, we were in- 
formed that the old judge, at the end of a fit 
of thoughtfulnefs^ which laded three days, had fent. 
for a notary and made his wiil ; that the diflemper 
liad mounted from his legs to his Aomach, and being; 
confcious of his ajyproachlng end, he had defired to- 
fee all his defcendents without exception — In obedi- 
ence to this fummons, my uncle fet out with me a fe- 
cond time, to- receive the lall bencdiftion of myv 
grandfather ; often repeating by the road^ ** Ey, ey» 
•* we have brought up the old hulk at lafl. — You flialL 
•' fee, — you fliall fee the effeft of my admonition."— 
When we entered his chamber, which was croudeA 
with his relations, we advanced to the beS-fide, where 
we found him in his laft agonies, fupported by two o£ 
liis grand daughters, who fat on each fide of kiiU) (bb- 
l^ing moft piteoufly, and viiping away the froth and 
flaver as it gathered on his lips, whicb they frequently 
kifTed with a fliew';of gredt anguifh and afFedtion,— 
My uncle ^ipproached him with thefc words, "What ! 
♦' he'snot a.'weigh.— Hqw fare ye— how feceye, old 
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*« gcDtleman?— Lord have mercy upon your poor 
•* finful foul."— Upon which, the dying man turn- 
ed his languid eyes towards us, and Mr. Bowling 

went on ** Here's poor Rory come to fee you bc- 

" fore you die, and receive your blcfBng.— What 
** man ! don't defpair,— you have been a great finner^ 
** 'tis true,— what then ? There's a righteous judge- 
*< above,— an't there ? — He minds me no more thaa 
" a porpufs. — Yes, yes, he's a going,— the land- 
** crabs will have him, I fee that; his anchor's a- 
«* peak, i'faith." — This homely confolation fcanda- 
lized the company fo much, and efpecially the par- 
fon, who probably thought his province invaded, thai? 
we were ot^liged to retire into another room, where,, 
in a few minutes, we were convinced of my grand- 
father's deceafe, by a difmal yell uttered by the young 
ladies in his apartment; whither we immediately haf- 
tened, and found his heir, who had retired a little bt- 
fore into a clofet, under pretence of giving vent to 
his forrow, afking, with a Countenance beflubbered 
with tears, if his grandpapa was certainly dead?— « 
** Dead ! (fay^ my uncle, looking at the body) ajr, 
** ay, ril warrant him as dead as a herring.— Odd's 
*♦ fifli i now my dream is out for all the world.— I' 
•' thought I ftood upon the fore-caftle, and faw a par- 
** eel of carrion crows foul of a dead (hark that float- 
** ed alongfide, and the devil perching upon our fprit- 
** fail yard, in the likenefs of a "blue bear — who, 
** d*ye fee, jumped over-board upon the carcafe, and 
*' carried it to the bottom in his claws.** — ** Out 
** upon thee, reprobate (cries the parfon) out upon 
** thee, blafphemous wretch ! — Doft thou think his 
*' honours foul is in the poflefGon of Satan ?" — The 
clamour immediately arofe, and n^^poor uncle, be- 
ing (houldered ^^^^ Sf^SujSS^b^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
other, was obliged t<>jlH BB^^K ^HWwfeQCc, and 
fwear he would turnfSN^rdffK^ time as 
he knew who had ^^fefefa^g^ b^^PJ^^* "^ 
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*« None erf" your tricks upon travellers, faid he; 
" mayhap old Buff has left my kinftnan here, his 
•* heir :— If he has, it will be the better for his mife- 
** rable foul.— Odd's bob ! I'd defire no better news. 
«« — I'd foon make him a clear ftiip I warrant you." 
To avoid any farther difturbance, one of ray grand- 
father's executors, who was prefent, afTured Mr, 
Bowling, that his nephew fhould have all manner of 
juflicc; that a day (hould be appointed after the fu* 
neiraj, for esamining the papers of the deceafed, in pre- 
lenceof all his relations ; till which lime every de& 
and cabinet in the houfe ihould remain clofe fealed ; 
and that he was very welcome to be witnefs to this 
<;eremony, which was immediately performed to his 
fatisfaftion. — In the mean time, orders were given 
to provide mourning for all the relations, in which 
number I was included; but, my uncle would not 
fuffer me to accept of it, until I (hould be afTured 
whether or no I had reafon to honour, his memory fo- 
far. — During this interval, the conjectures of people, 
with regard to the old gentleman's will, were various : 
as it was well known, he had, befides his landed 
eftate, which was worth 700 1. per annum^ fix or fe- 
vcn thouCmd pounds atintereft; fome imagined, that 
the whole real eftate (which he had greatly improved) 
would go to the young man whom he always e\iter- 
lained as his heir ;• and that the money would be e- 
qually divided between my female cou fins. (five in 
number) and me. — Others were of opinion, that as 
tlie reft of his children had been already provided for, 
he would only bequeath two or three hundred pounds 
to each of his grand- daughterSi and leave the bulk of 
th6 fum to me, to attone for bis unnatural ufage of my 
father.— At length the important hour arrived, and the 
will was produ(x4jsf!;JttjiBp:!^Mtpi the expeftants, whofe 
looks and gStures' formed h group that would have 
been very cntertainft>g to ^ri unconcerned fpeftator. — 
But, the reader can icarce conceive the aftonilhment 

and 
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and mortification, that appeared, when an attorney 
pronounced, aloud, the young fquire fole heir of all 
his grandfather's eflate perfonal and real. — My uncle, 
who had liftened with great attention, fucking th& 
bead of his cudgel all the while, accompanied tbefe 
words of the attorney with a ftare, and tuhew, that 
alarmed the whole affembly. The cldeft and perteft 
of my female competitors, who had been always very, 
officious about my grandfather's perfon, enquired 
with a faultering accent, and vifage as yellow as an 
orange, " if there were no legacies ?*' and was anfwcr* 
cd, " None at all/' — Upon which flie fainted away. 
— ^The reft, whofe expeftations (perhaps) were not 
fo f^nguine, fupported their difappointment with more 
refolution, though not without giving evident marks 
of indignation, and grief at leaft as genuine as that 
which appeared in them at th^ old gentleman's death. 
My conduftor, after having kick'd with his heel for 
fometime againft the wainfcot, began : **• So there*f 
*' no legacy, friend, ha I — here's an old fiiccubus ; — 
*' but fomebody's foui houls for it, d — n me !I*^-^ 
The parfon of the parifli, who was one of the execu- 
tors, and had^a<5ted asghoftiy dir^ftor to the old man, 
no fooner heard this exclamation, than he ci led oat, 
*' Avanat, pnchriftianrevilerl avaunt ! wilt thoa not at 
** low thefoulof his hdnout* toreftin peace ?'-- But this, 
zealous paftor didinot findhimfelf 10 warmly fecond- 
ed, as formeitly, bythe young ladies, who now join* 
cd my uncle againft him, and accufed him of hav>- 
ing a6ied the part of a bufy body with their grand- ' 
papa, whofe ears he had ceinainly abufed by falfe ftc^ 
ries to their prejudice, or elfe he would not have neg- 
le£led them in fuch an unnatural nianner. — The 
young fquire was much diverted with this fcene, and 
whifpered to my uncle, that if he had not murderejd' 
bis^dogs, he would have ftiewn him glorious fun, by 
hunting a black badger (fo he term'd the clergyman.)' 
—The furly lieutenant^ who was not in an hpmom* 
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to rdifli this amufement, replied, *' You and your 
** dogs may be d — ned. — I fuppofe you'll findthem 
•* with your old dad, in the latitude of hell. — :Comej 
" Rory— about (hip, my lad, we muft fleer aoocher 
'• courfc, I think." — And away we went. 



C H A. P. V, 

^be fchoolmajier ufes me harlaroujly. — T form a 
froje£l ofrevcrtgCy in which I am ajfified by my 
uftcle ' I leave the village * am fet^ 

tied at an univerjity by his generofity. 

ON our way back to the village, my uncle fpoke 
not a word during the fpace of a whole hour, 
but whiftled with great vehemence, the tunie of. 
Why ff)ould we quarrel for riches y &c, his vifage being 
contracted all the while into a moft formidable frown: 
At length his pace increafed to fuch a degree, that I 
was left behind a confiderable way, then he waited 
for me j and when 1 was almoft up with him, call , 
out in a furly tone, " Bear a hand, damme! 
*' muft I bring to every minute . for you, you 
** lazy dog."— —Then laying hold of me by the 
arm, hauled me along, until his good nature (of 
which he had a great fhare) and refkftion getting 
the better of his paiQon, he faid, " Come, my boy, 
*' don't be caft down,— the old rafcal is in hell,— 
** that's fome fati^faftion; — ^you fhall go to fea witb^ 
*' me, my lad.— y^ Ugh: heart and a tkin pair of 
*c breeches goes thorough the worlds brave boys ; as the 
•< fong goes — eh !" — Though this propofal did not 
at all fuit my inclination, I was afraid of difcovering 
my averfion to it, left I fliould difoblige the only 
friend I had ija the worldi^. and he was lb much a fea- 

maii» 
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man, that he never dreamt I could have any objeftion 
to his defign ; confequently gave himfelf no trouble 
in confuhing my approbation. But this refolution 
was foon dropt, by the advice of onr u(her, who af- 
fured Mr. Bowling, it would be a thoufand pities to 
baulk my genius, which would certainly, one day, 
make my fortune on (hore, provided it received due 
cultivation.'— Upon which, this generous tar determi- 
ned (though he could ill afford it) to give me univer- 
fity education ; and accordingly fettled my board and 
other expences, at a town not many miles diflaat, 
famous for its colleges, whither we repaired in a fliort 
time. — But, before the day of our departure, the 
fchoolmafter, who no longer had the fear oiF my 
grandfather before his eyes, laid aflde all decency and 
reftraint, and not only abufed me in the grofleft lan« 
gnage his rancour could fuggeft, as a wicked, profli- 
gate, dull beggarly mifcreant, whom he had taught 
out of charily ; but, alfo inveighed in the moft bitter 
manner againft the memory of the judge (who by the 
bye had procured that fettlement for him) hinting, in 
pretty plain terms, that the old gentleman's foul was 
damn'd to all eternity, for his injuflice in neglefting 
to pay for my learning.— This brutal behaviour, ad- 
ded to the fufFcrlngs I had formerly undergone, made 
me think it high titqe to be revenged of this infolent 
pedagogue. Hj^ving confulted my adherents, I found 
them all flaunch in their promifes to (land by me ; 
and our fcheme was this :~In the afternoon preced- 
ing the day of our departure for the univerfity 1 refolv- 
ed to take the advantage of the uftier's going out to 
make water (which he regularly did at four o'clock) 
and (hut the great door, that he might not come to 
the afliftance of his fuperior. This being done, the 
aff^ult was to be begun, by my advancing to my 
inafler and fpitting in his face. I was to be feconded 
by two of the ftrongeft boys in the fchool, who were 
devoted to me ; their bufincfe was to join me in drag- 

ing 
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ing the tyrant to a bench, over which he was to be 
laid, and his bare pofteriors heartily flogged with his 
own birch, which wc propofed to wreft from him ia 
the flruggle 5 but if we fliould find him too many for 
qs all three, we were to demand the affiftlnceof our 
competitors, who fhould be ready to inforce us, or 
oppofe any thing that might be undertaken for the 
mafter*s relief. One of my principal afliftants was^ 
called Jeremy Gawky, fon and heir of a wealthy 
gentleman in the neighbourhood ; and the name of the 
other Hugh Strap, the cadet of a family which had giv- 
en (hoemakers to the village time out of mind. — I 
^ had once faved Gawky's life by plunging into a river 
and dragging him on (hore, when he was on the point 
of being drowned. -~rhad often refcued him from the 
clutches of thofe whom his infuffcrable arrogance 
iiad provoked to a refentment he was not able to 
fuflain ; and many times faved his reputation and 
-pofteriors, by performing his exercifes. at fchobl; fo 
^at it is not to be wondered at, if he had a. particular 
regard for me and my interefts. The attachment of 
Strap, flowed from a voluntary, difinterefted Incli- 
nation, which had manifefted itfelf on matiy occafi- 
ons in my behalf, he having once rendered me the fame 
fervice that I had rendered Gawky, by faving my life 
at the rifk of his own ; and often fathered offences that 
I had committed, for which he fuffered feverely, ra- 
ther than I fhould feel the weight of the punifliment 
I deferved. — Thefe two champions were the more 
willing to engage in this enterprize, becaufe they in-» 
tended to leave the fchool next day, as well as I 5 
the firft being ordered by his father to return into the 
country, aad the other being bound apprentice to a 
barber, at a market town not far off. 

In the mean time, my uncle being informed of my 

matter's behaviour to me, was enraged at his iofo- 

lence, and vowed revenge fo heartily, that I cpuld not 

refrain from telling him the fchemcl had concerted, 

9 which 
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which he heard with great fatisfaftion,at eTcryfentcnce 
fquirting out a- mouthful of fpittle, tinAured with to- 
bacco, of which he conftantly chew'd a large quid— 
At laft, pulling up his breeches, be cried, " No, no, 

** Z— ds* that won't do neither, howfonacver, 

*' 'tis a bold undertaking, my Fad, — that I muft fay, 
" i^falth ! - but k>okee lookee, how do you propofe to 
** get clear off? — won't the enemy give chace, my 
" boy ?-; ay, aye, that he will, I warrant,— and alarm 
** the whole coaft— ah ! God help thee, more fail 
** than ballad, Rory. — Let me alone for that — leave 
" the whole to n[je. — I'll (hew him the fore*top-fail, 
*« I will. — If fo be your fliip-mates are jolly boys, 
*/ and won*t flinch, you (hall fee, you (hall fee ; egad, 
** I'll play him a fait- water trick— I'll bring him to 
" the gang-way, and andint him with a cat and nine 
** tails ? he (hall have a round dozen doubled, my lad, 
<* he (hall — and be left la(hed to his meditations." 
—We were i^ery proud of our aflTodate, who imme- 
diately went to work, and prepared the inftrument 
of his revenge, with great (kill and expedition ; after 
which, he ordered our baggage to be packed up and 
fent off, a day before our attempt, and got horfes 
ready to be mounted, as foon as the affair (hould be 
over. At length the hour arrived, when our auxili- 
ary, feizing the opportunity of the ufher's abfence, 
bolted in, fecured the door, and immediately laid hold 
of the pedant by his collar, who hauled out, " Mur* 
" der! Thieves !"— with the voice of a Stentor, 
Though I trembled all over like an afpen-leaf, I knew 
there was no time to be loft, and accordingly got up 
and fummomed our affociates to our affiftauce.— Strap 
without any he(itation obeyed the fignal, and feeing 
me leap upon the mafter's back, ran immediately to 
one of his legs, which pulling with all bis forcct 
this dreadful adverfary was humbled to the ground : 
upon which Gawky, who had hitherto remained iii 
his place, under the influence of an univcrfal' trepida- 
tion. 
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tioa, hafteaed to the fcene of adlioa, aad infulted 
the fallcQ tyrant with a loud huzza, m^hichthc 
whole fchool joined. —-This noife alarmed the uftier, 
who finding himfelf ihut out, endeavoured, partly by 
threats, and partly by intreaties, to procure admifCoa. 
—My uncle bade him have a little patience, and he 
would let him in prefently ; but if he pretended to 
ftir from that place, it fliould fare the worfe with 
the fon of a b — ch his fuperior, on whom he intend- 
ed only to bcflow a little wholefome chaftifement, 
for his barbarous ufage of Rory, ** to which, faid he, 
•* you are no ftranger." — By this time we had dragg- 
ed the criminal to a pod, to which Bowling tied him 
with a rope he had provided, on purpofe, after having 
fecuredhis hands and dripped his back.— In this ludi- 
crous pofture he flood (to the no fmall entertainment 
of the boys, who crouded about him, and fhouted 
with great exultation at the novelty of the fight) 
Tenting bitter imprecations againft the lieutenant, and ' 
reproaching his fcholars with treachery and rebellion j 
when the ufher was admitted, whom my uncle accoft- 
ed in this manner : ** Harkee, Mr. Syntax, 1 believe 
•* you are an honeft man, d*ye fee — and I. have a 
*' refpefl: for you — but for all that, we muft for our 
V own fecurity (d'ye fee) belay you for a fhort 
•* time." — With thefe words, he pulled out fome 
fathoms of cord, which the honeft man no fooner 
6w, than he protefted ^vith great earneftnefs, he 
would allow no violence to be offered to him, at the 
feme time accufing me of perfidy and ingratitude. 
iPut,^ Bowling reprefenting> that it was in vain to refift, 
and that he did not mean to ufe him with violence 
and indecency ; but, only to hinder him from raifing 
t;he hue and cry againft us, before we ftiould be out 
of their power ; he allowed himfelf to be bound to 
his own defk, . where he fat a fpeftator of the punifli* 
roent inflifted on his principal. My uncle having 
upbraided this arbitrary wretch with his iobumanity 

to 
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to me, told him, that he propofed to glre hitn a 
little difcipline for the good of his foul, which he 
immediately put ia praftice, with great vigour and 
dexterity. This .{mart applicatioq to the pedant's 
wither'd pofteriors, gave him fuch exquifite pain, 
that he roared like a mad bull, danced, curfed, and 
blafphemed, like a frantic bedlamite. When the 
lieutenant thought himfelf fufEciently revenged, he 
took his leave of him in thefe M^>rds, " Now, friend, 
** you'll remember me the longeft day you have ta 
« live — ^I have given you^ a leflbn, that will let yoa 
** fenow what flogging is, and teach you to have 
" more fympathy for the future— ihout, boys, ftiout.** 
—This ceremony was no fooner over, than my 
uncle propofed they fhould quit the fchool, and con- 
voy their old comrade Rory to a public houfe, about 
a paile from the village, where he would treat them 
all.T— His Qffer being jo]rfnlly embraced, he addrefled 
himfelf to Mr. Syntax, and begged him to accompany 
us, butthisinvitationherefufed with great difdain, tell- 
ing my benefaftor, he was not the man he took him 
to be. — " Well, well, old furly, (replied my uncle, 
** (haking his hand) thou art an honeft fellow nof- 
** withftanding; and if ever I have the coq;imand 
** of a (hip, thou (halt be our fchoolmafter, i'faith.'* 
So faying, he dirmi(red the boys, and locking the 
door, left the two preceptors to confole one another ; 
while we moved forwards on our journey, attended 
by a numerous retinue, whom he treated according 
to his promife. — We parted with many tears, and 
lay that night at an inn on the road, about ten miles 
fliort of the town where I was to remain, at which 
we arrived next day, and I found I had no caufe to 
complain of the accommodations provided for me ; in 
being boarded at the houfe of an apothecary, who had 
married a diftant relation of my mother. In a few days 
after, my uncle fet out for his (hip, having fettled the 
ncccffary funds for my maintenance and education. 
•Vol. I. C . CHAP- 
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J me^e -great progrefs in my ftudies am ca- 
re ffed by every body — r^my female cmfins take 
motice of fw^— 7 rejeSl their invitation"'''^ 

ibey are incenfed and conffire againjime ^ 

^m left dejlitute by a misfortune that befalls my 
unde Gawkf s ireacbery-'^'^my revenge. 

AS I was now capable of refleftion, I began to 
conficfer my pretarious fituation ; that I was 
utterly abandoned by thofe whofe duty it was to pro- 
ntdi xne 4 and that my fole dependance was on the 
generofity of one man, who was not only expofed 
by his profeffion to continual dangers, which might 
one day deprive me of him for ever \ but alfo (no 
4oubt) fubjeft to thofe viciflitudes of difpofition, 
which a change of fortune ufually creates \ or, which 
a better acquaintance with the world might produce : 
for I always afcribed his benevolence to the diftatcs 
of a heart as yet undebauched by a commerce with 
mankind.— Alarmed at thefe confiderations, I re- 
folved to ^ply myfelf with great care to my ftudies, 
and enjoy xhe^opportunity in my power: This I did 
with fuch fuccefs, that in the fpace of three years, 
I underftood Cr^ek very well, was pretty far ad- 
vanced in the mathematics, and no ftrai\ger to mo- 
ral and natural philofophy : logic I made no account 
of; but above all things, I valued myfelf on my 
tafte in the Bille Letircy and a talent for poet/y, 
which had already produced fome pieces, that 
met with a very favourable reception. Thefe qua« 
lifications added to a good £ice an4 /hape, acquired 
the.efteem and acquaiatance of the moft con/rder- 

able 
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abfc people in town, and I had the fatisfaftioA to 
find myfelf in fome degree of favour with the ladies j 
an intoxicating piece of good fortune, to one of my 
amorous complexion ! which I obtaine;d; or at leaft 
preferved, by gratifying their propenfity to fcandal, 
in lampooning their rivals. — Two of my female 
coufins lived in this place, with their mother, fince 
the death of their father, who Itft his whole fortune 
equally divided between them ; fo that If they were 
not the moft beautiful, they were at leaft the richeft 
toafts in town; and received daily the addrefles of all 
the beaux and cavaliers of the country .-^Although 
I had hitherto been looked upon by them with the 
moft fupercilious contempt, my charaOer now at- 
trafted their notice fo much, that I was given to 
underftand, I might be honoured with their ac- 
quaintance, if I pleafed. — The reader will eafily per- 
ceive, that this condefcenfion either flowed from the 
hope of making my poetical capacity fubfefvient to 
their malice, or at leaft of fcreening themfelves from 
the la(h of my refentment, which they had effeflually 
provoked. — I enjoyed this triumph with great fatif- 
faftion, and not only rejefted their offer with difdain, 
but in all my performances, whether fatire or pane- 
gyric, indaftrioufly avoided mentioning their names, 
even while I celebrated thofe of their intimates : this 
negleft mortified theirpride exceedingly, and incenfed 
them to fuch a degree, that they were refolved to 
make me repent of my indifFerence.— The firft ftroke 
of their revenge confifted in their hiring a poor col- 
legian to write verfcs againft me, the fubjeft of which 
was my own poverty, and the cataftrophe of my un- 
happy parents ; but befides the badnefs of the com- 
pofition (of which they themfelves were aftiamed ) 
they did not find their account in endeavouring- to 
reproach me with thofe misfortunes, which they and 
their relations had brought upon me j and which cou- 
C a fcquenilyj 
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fequently, reflefted much more difhonour on tlicm- 
felves, than on me, who was the innocent viSim of 
their barbarity and avarice. — Findkg this plan mif- 
carry, they found means to irritate a young gentle- 
man againft me, by telling him I had, lampooned his 
sniftrefs ; and fo elFeftually fiicceeded in the quality 
of incendiaries, that this enraged lover determined to 
feize me next night, as I returned to my lodgings 
from a.friend'§ houfe that I frequented: with this 
view,, he yraited in the (Iteet, attended by two of 
his companions, to whom he had imparted his defigg 
4o( carrying me down to the river, in which he pro- 
pofed to have me heartHy ducked, notwithflanding 
the feverity of the weather, it being then about the 
middle of December,— But this ftratagem did not fuc- 
xeed ; for, being apprifed of theif ambufli, I got hpm^ 
another way, and by the help of my landlord's ap- 
prentice,, difcharged a volley from the garret window, 
whicli did great execution upon them, and next day^ 
^ccafioned fo much mirth at their expence, that they 
found theinfelves under a neceflity of leaving tl^ 
town, until the adventure (hould be entirely forgot- 
ten. My coufms (though twice jjaiHed in their 

cxpeftatioa) did not however, defift from perfecuting 
me, who had now enraged them beyond a -poffibility 
£>{ forg^venefs, by detefting their malice^ and pre- 
venting its effe<3:s : neither (hould I have found them 
more humane, had I patiently fubmitted to their ran- 
x:our^ and bore without murmuring the rigour of 
thdr unreafonable hate ; fbr, I have found by expe^ 
dence, that though fmdl favours maybe acknow- 
ledged, and flight injuries attoned, there is no wretch 
fp ungrateful as he, whom you haVe moft generoufly 
-obliged 5 and no enemy fo implacable, as thofe who 
have done you the greateft wrong.- -Thefe good-natured 
creatures, therefore, had recourfe to a fcKeme which 
confpired with a piece of bad news I foon after rc- 
4Eeived, .to give ihem all thefatisf^ftioa they defired : 

thi« 
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tliis plan was to debauch the faith of my companion 
and confident, who betrayed the truft I repofed '\\\ 
him', by imparting to them the particulars of my 
fmall amours, which they publiHied wjth fuch exag- 
gerations, that I fufFered very much In the opinioa 
of every body, and was utterly difcarded by the dear 
creatures whofe names haJ been called in queftion. 
—While I was bufy in tracing out the author of this 
treachery, that I might not only be revenged on him, 
but alfo vindicate my charafter to my friends, 1 one day 
perceived the looks of my landkdy much altered, 
when I went home to dinner, and enquiring into the , 
caufe, fhe fcrewed up her mouth, and fixing her eye^ 
on the ground, told me her huiband bad Veceived » 
letter from Mr. Bowling, with one inclofed for me 
—(he was very forry for what had happened, both for 
my fake, and his own — People fliould be more cau- 
tious of their conduft — ^(he 'was always afraid his 
brutal behaviour would bring him into fome misfor- 
tune or other. — As for her part (he fhould be very rea- 
dy to befriend me \ but (he had a fmall family of her 
own to maintain. — The world would do nothing for 
her if (he fhould come to want — charity begins at home : - 
She wi(hed I had been, bound to fome fubftantial handi- 
craft, fuch as a weaver or a fhoemaker, rather thaa 
loiter away my time in learning fooli(h nonferife, that 
would never bring me in a penny — but fomt folks 
are wife, and fome are otherwife. — ^I was liflening ta 
this myfterious difcourfe, "with great amazement^ 
^yhen her hufband entered, and without (peaking a 
fyllable, put both the letters into my hand. — I receiv- 
ed them trembling, and read what follo^ys : 

Ho Mr. Roger Potion. 



«€ 



SIR, 

THIS is to let you know that I have quitted 
the Thunder man of war \ being obliged to 

^ i Digitized by Google 



go The Adventures of 

•* Acer off for killing my captain^ which I did fairly 
•* on the beach, at cape Tiberoon, in the iflaiid of 
^' Hifpaniola ; having received his fire and returned 
«* it, which went through his body : — and I would 
*• ferve the beft man fo that ever ftept between ftem 
•* and item, if fo be, that, he ftruck me, as captain 
«* Oakhum did. I am (thank God; fafe among the 
•* French, who are very civil, thof I don't underftand 
** their lingo, — and I hope to be reftoted in a little 
*« time, for all the great friends and parliamentary 
" intercfl: of the captain, for I have fent over to my 
** landlord in Deal, an account of the whole affair,^ 
«* with our bearings and diftances while we were en- 
-** g^g€!d, whereby I have defircd him to lay it before 
" his majcfty, who (God blefs him) will not fuffer 
** an honeft tar- to be wronged. — :My love to your 
*' fpoufe, and am 

Tour loving frund^ 
and fervant to command^ 
whili 

Thomas Bowling, 

S'o Roderick Random. 

Pear RoRy, 

*• Tp^ O N • T be grieved at my misfortune — ^bnV 
** X^ mind your book, my lad. I have got no 
*« money to fend you \ but what of that ?— Mr. Potion 
«< will take care of you, for the love he bears to me; 
•^ and let you want for nothing, and it (hall go hard, 
•* but I will fee him one day repaid. — ^No more at' 
^* prcfcnt, but refts 

Tour dutiful ttnctt 

and Jervanty till deaths 

Thomas Bowling. 
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This letter (which with the other was dated' froop 
Port Louis in Hifpaniola) I had no fooner read, thaiv 
the apothecary (haking his h^ad, began ;— ■ ■** t 
•* have a very great 1-egard for Mr. Bowling, that^f* 
** certain, — and could ♦^e weircontent— but times are 
** very hard.-<»-There's no fuch thing as money to» 
** be got-^I believe 'tis all vanifhed under ground^ 
•* for my part. — Befides, I have been out of pocketJ 
** already, having entertained you fincc the begin-^ 
«* ning of this month, without receiving a fix-pence,. 
*^ and God knows if ever I (hall5--for I believe 
*' it will go hard with your onde. — ^And more thaa 
<* that, I was thinking of giving you warning, for 
*' I want your apartment for » new 'prentice, whoa» 
*' I e^peft from the country every hour. — So, I de* 
•* fire you will this week provide yourfelf with a* 

•* nother lodging."- The indignation which thi9 

harangue infjpired, gave me fpirits to fupport my re- 
rerfe of fortune ; and to tell him, I defpifed his meao) 
fejfifli difpofition fo much, that I would rather ftarVe 
than be beholden to him for one iingle meal. Uponr 
which, out of my pocket-money, I paid him to the 
kft farthing of what I owed, and aflured him, I would 
not fleep another night under his roof. This faid, I 
(allied ^out in a tranlport of rage and forrow, without- 
knowing whither to fly for (helter, having not ona' 
friend in the world capable of relieving me/ and onl^^ 
three (hillings in my purfe. After giving way for a 
-few minutes to the diftates of my rage, I went and 
hired a fmall bed-room at the rate of one niilling and' 
fix-pence per week, which I was obliged to pay per 
advance, before the landlord would receive me : thither- 
I removed my luggage ; and next morning got up> 
with a. view orcraving the advice and affiftance 
of a perfonwho had on all occafions loaded me wich^ 
carefTes, and made frequent offers of friendfhip, whiles 
I was under no neceifity of accepting them. He re- 
ceived, me with his wonted afFabiUty, and infilled oa^ 
C 4 ^^' 
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mybreakfaftingwkhhim, a favour which I did not thrnft 
fit to refufe. But wheu I communicated the occafiort 
of my vifit, be appeared fo difconcerted, that I con- 
cluded him wonderfully affefted with the mifery of 
my condition, and looked uf »n him as a man of the 
moft extenflve fympathy and benevolence. He did 
not leave me long under this miftake ; for recovering 
bimfelf from his confuiion, he told me, he was. 
grieved at my mrsfbrtune, and defired to know what 
bad pafTed between my landlord Mr. Potion and me. 
Whereupon I recounted the converfation ; and when I 
repeated the anfwer I made to his ungenerous remon- 
firance with regard to my leaving his houfe^thi^ pretend- 
ed friend affeftcd a ftare, and exclaimed, " Is it poflible 
** you could behave fo ill to the man who had treated 
*' you fo kindly all along ?"— -My furprife at hearing^ 
^is, was not at all afFefted, whatever his might be; 
and I gave him to undcrftand, with feme warmth, 
that I did not imagine he would fb unreafenablj 
cfpoufe the caufe of a fcoundrel, who ought to be 
expelled from every focial community. This heat of 
paine, gave him all the advantage he defired over me, 
and our dtfcourfe (after much altercation) concluded 
in his dcfiring never to fee me again in that place ; ta 
which dciire I yielded my confent, aiTuringhim, thathad 
I been as well acquainted with his principles formerly 
*as I was now, he never fliould have had an opportu- 
nity of making that requeft. — ^And thus we parted. 

On rhy return, I met my comrade Squire Gawky, 
whom his father had fent, feme time ago, to town, 
for his improvement in writing, dascing, fencing, 
and other modifti qualifications. As I had lived with 
him, fince his arrival, on the footing of our old in* 
• timacy, I made no fcruple of informing him of- the. 
lownefs of my circumftances, and afking a fmall fup- 
ply of money, to anfwer my prefent expence ; upoa 
which he pulled ou.t a handful of half-pence with a. 

(bdUinft 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



KaiTERrcK Random; 33 

fliniing or two among them, and fwore that was all 
he had to keep his pocket till next quarter-day, he hav- 
ing loft the greateft part of his allowance the night be- 
fore at billiards. Though this aflertion might very well 
be true, I was extremely mortified at his indifference ; 
for he neither exprefs'd any fympathy for my mi(hap, 
Hor defire of alleviating my diftrefs ; and accordingly^ 
I left him without uttering one word : But when I 
afterwards underftood that he was the ' perfon who*. 
,had formerly betrayed me to the malice of my coufins^ 
to whom likewife he had carried the tidings of my 
forlorn fituation, which afforded them great matter 
of triumph and exultation, I determined with myfelf 
to call him to a fevere account ; for which purpofe, 
I borrowed a fword, and wrote a challenge, defiring 
. him to meet me at a certain time and place, that I 
might have an opportunity of puniftiing his perfidy^ 
at the ex pence of his blood. He accepted the invita- 
tion, and I betook myfelf to the field, though not 
without feeling conGderable repugnance to the com- 
bat, which frequently attacked me in cold fweats by 
the way J — ^but the defire of revenge, the (hame of 
retrafting, and hope of conqueft, confpired to repel 
thefe unmanly fymptoms of fear ; and I appeared ott 
the plain with a good-grace :* there I waited an hour 
beyond the time appointed, and was not ill pleafed 
to find he had no mind to meet me ; becaufe I (hould 
have an opportunity of expofing his cowardice, dif- 
playing my own courage, and of beating him fouadly 
wherefoever I (hould find him, without any dYead of 
the confequence. — Elevated with thefe fli^eftions, 
which entirely baniftied all thoughts of my deplorable 
condition, I went direftly to Gawky's lodgings, where 
I was informed of his precipitate retreat, he havirtg 
fct out for the country in lefs than |m hour after he 

Bad received my billet : And I was vain enouglv 

to have the whcJe ftory inferred In the news, al- 
though I was fain to fell a gold-laced hat to my 
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landlord, for Icfs thaa half- price, to. defray the er- 
/pcQce, aad contribate ca my fohMeoce* 



CHAP. VH. 

/ am entertained kf Mr. Crab a dejiription 

of him 1 acquire the art of furgery 

confulf Crab^s difpojition become neceffary 

to bim~an accident happens — he advifes me to 

laumh out into the world a(fifts me with 

money I fet out for London^ 

TH E. fumes of my refentment being diffipated', 
as well as the vanity of my fuccefs, I found 
myfelf deferted to- all tlie horrors of extreme want^ 
and avoided by mankind as a creature of a different 
fpecies, or rather as a folitary being, noways com- 
prehended within the fcheme or protcftion of provi- 
dence. My defpair had rendered me almoft quite 
ftupified, when I was one day toFd, that.a gentlemaor 
defircd to fee me, at a certain public houfe, whithec 
immediately I repaired ; and was introduced to one 
Mr. Launcelot Crab,, a furg,eon in town, who was 
engaged wiih two more, in drinking a liquor called* 
pop-ittf compofed by mixing a quartern of brandy 
^ith a quart of fmall beer. Before I relate the occa- 
fion of this meflage, I believe it wiir not be difagrecj- 
able to the reader, if I defcribe the gentleman who- 
ient for me, and mention fome circumftances of his 
cbaraAer and condufl, which may illuftrate what 
follows, and account for his behaviour to me. 

This member of the faculty was aged fifty, about 

five feet high, and ten round the belly ; hiis hce was^ 

capacious as a full moon, and much of the complex^ 

100 of a mulberry : his aofe rcfembling a powder- 
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horn, was fwelled to an enormous fize, and ftudded 
all over with carbuncles I and his little grey eyes re- 
flefted the rays in fuch an oblique manner, that while 
he looked a perfon full jn the face, one would have 
imagined he was admiring the buckle of his (hoe.— 
He had long entertained an implacable refentment a<» 
gainft Potion, who, though a younger praftitioncr,, 
was better employed than he, and once had the ' 
aflurance to perform a cure, whereby he difappointed- 
and difgraced the progijoftic of the faid Crab,— This> 
quarrel, which was. at one time upon the ppiht of be- 
ing made up^ by the interpofition and m^iation of a. 
friends, bad been lately inflamed beyond a poffibility/ 
of reconciliation by the refpeftlve wives of the oppo*- 
nents, who, chancing to meet at a . chriftening, difa* • 
^eed about precedence, proceeded from ihveftives to» 
blows, ,and were with great difficulty, by the goflip^ j v 
prevented from converting, the occafion of joy,^nto a^i 
fcene of lamentation- 

The difference between thefe" rivals was in the- 
height of rancour, when I received the meflage of Crab, . 
"who received me as civilly as I could have expefted * 
from one of his di^li tion j and after defiring me to fit, . 
enquired into the particulars of my leaving the houfe* 
of Potion 5 which when I had related, he faid with' a ^ 
malicious grin,— *^ There's a fneakmg dog ! I al- 
*' ways thought him a fellow without a foul,' d — ti^ 
** me ! — ^a canting fcoundrel, who has crept into » 
** bufinefs by his hypocrify, and kifling the a— fe o£. 

** everybody." *' Ay^ ay, (fays another)^ one- 

^^ might fee with half an eye, . that the rafcal has no * 
** honefly in him,' by his going, fa regularly to* 
** church," This fentence was. confirmed 'J by a^ 
third, who aflured his companions, that Potion was 
never known to be difguifed in liqqor but once, at a - 
meeting of the godly, where he had ' diftibguifiied J 
hjmfell' by an exun^pore prayer an hour long.^-^After " 
this preamble,. Crab addreffed himfdf to me id thefe • 
C-6^' DgtzedbyGoop wrdsjT > 
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words, ^ Well, my lad, I have heard a good cha- 

** rafter of you, and I'll do for you. Yoa 

*• may fend your things^ to my houfc when you pleafe. 

** 1 have given orders for your reception. 

" Z — ds ! what docs the booby flare at ? If you 
•* have no mind to embrace my courteous offer, yoa 

** may let it alone, and be d — mn'd ^I anfwer'd 

with a fubmiifive bow, that I was far from rejefting 
his friendly offer, which 1 would immediately accept, 
as foon as he fhould inform me, on what footing I 
was to be entertained. — ** What footing ! d^— n my 
*• blood, (cried he) d'ye expeft to have a fbotmaa 
** and a couple of horfes kept for you ?" — No, Sir, (I 
replied) my expeftations are not quite fo fanguine. — 
That I may be as little burthenfome as poffible, I 
would willingly ferve in your fhop, by which means- 
I may fave you the expence of a journey- man, or 
p6rtcr at leafV, for J underiland a little pharmacy^ 
Laving employed fome of my leifurc hours ini the 
praftice of that art, while I lived with Mr. Potion r 
neither am I altogether ignorant of furgery, which I 
have fludied with great pleafure and application.— 
** Oho! you did ? (fays Crab.) Gentlemen, here is 

•' a compleat artift ! ^Studied furgery ! what ? 

** in books, I fuppofe — I fhall have you difputing 
*' with me one of thefe days, on points of my pro- 

** feilion. You can already account for mufcul^r 

** motion (I warrant) and explain the myftcry of the 
*' brain and nerves — ha ! — You arc too learned for 
*^ me, d — n me.— -But let*s hear no more of this 

** fluff.- Can you bleed and give a clyfter, fpread 

** a plaifier and prepare a potion ?" — Upon my an- 
fwering in the affirmative, he fhook his head, tell- 
ing me, he believed he fhould have little good of 

me, f^r all my promifcs ; but however, he would 

take me in for the fake of charity. — I was according- 
ly that very night admitted to his houfe, and had aa 
aoarimcnt iiffljgncd to mc in the garret, which -I was 
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fafn to pnt up with, notwitbftanding the mortifica- 
ttOQ my pride fui&red in this change (rf circumAaa- 
tos. I was fooQ coQvi&col oi the real motives which*' 
. induced Crab to receive, me i» ihla mauoer : for be- 
fides the ^atlficatioa of his revenge, by expoCkig the^ 
feififtinefs of his antagonift, ia oppofidon to his owot 
generofity, which wa* all aflfeftatioQ, he had occafioa- 
for a young man who underftood fomethiog of the 
profeffion, to fill up the place of his eldeft apprentice,, 
lately dead, not wkhout violent fufpieion qH fout play 
from his mafter's brofiality* — The imowkdge of thi^ 
circumstance together with his daily behaidour to his 
Vifc and the young apprentice, did not at all contribute- 
to my eajoying my new fituadon witkeafe ; however^ aa^ 
I did not perceive bow I could beftow myfelf to better 
advantage, I refolvcd to fkidy Crab's temper with all 
the applicattOQ, and mdnage it with. all the addrefs ia: 
my pawer.-*-*And it was not long before, I f<Htnd' 
otit a flrange peculiarity of homour, vwhich govemeA 
his behaviour towards all his dependents.-N-i obferved" 
ivhen he was pleafed' he was fuch a niggard of his fa^ 
tisfadion, tiiat if fais< wife or fervants betrayed ther 
leaft fymptom of partidpatibo, he was oHfende^ tor 
an infupportable degree of choler and fiiry^ the ef-^ 
fcfts^ of which they i^ldom failed to feci — ►And when 
bis indignation was roufed, fubmifiio& and foothingr 
always exafperated it beyond the bounds of rcafott:* 
and humanity.-^I therefore purfued a cimtrary plan ;. 
and one day, when he honouned me widi the namea^ 
of ignorant wbelpy and lazy raggaiMfin-*-*! bc^dly re** 
plied, I v^9 neither ignorant nor laiy, fiace I bothrc 
tmderftood and perfttfmed my btiiinefi as well ar he 
could <fo for hi& foul ; neither was k jutl to call me 
ragamuffin, fer I had a whde coat on my back, an<L 
was descended fi^cns^a better family tkatk any he could 
boaA aa oHianee with. He gave tokens of great 
amazement at thi^^affiuttoce of mine^and fliDok hi» 
coae ' ov^ *|By ' liMy *i«8«:41fls i&e iikiB» lasoa: wthi 
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It countenance truly diabolical. Although I was ter- 
ribly Aartled at his menacing looks and poflure, I yet 
had refleAion enough left, to convince me, I bad gone- 
too far to retract and that this was the critical inf- 
inite which muft decide my future lot, in his fervice ; 
I therefore fnatched up the peftle of a mortar, and 
fwore if he ofFcred to ftrike me without a caufe, I 
fhould fee whether his fcuU or my weapon was hard*^ 
eft. — ^He continued filent for fome time, and at laft> 
broke forth into thefe ejaculations, — ** Ttusisfine. 
** ufage from a fervant to amafter)-— very ^e f — r- 
** damnation !— — but no matter^ you fhall pay for 

** this, you dog, you (hall. — ^I'lLdo your bufinefs 

** yes, yeS) Tib teach you to lift your hand againft 
** me.— So faying, he retired,, and left me under.-, 
dreadful appreheaiions^ which' vani(hed entirely at« 
our ne3^ meeting, when he behaved with uni^ualt 
complacency, and^ treated me with a glafs of puachi 
after dJnueri — ^By this conduct, I got the afcendency 
over him>in-a fhort time, and ()ecame fo necei&ry to» 
him, in » managing his bufinefs while he was engaged ^ 
at the bottle, that fortune began to wear a kinder af<« 
peft-; and I confoled myfelf for the difregard of my. 
former acquaintance, with the knowledge I^^daily im- - 
bibed, by a -clofe application to tjkc duties ot my em- 
ployment, in which I fueceoded beyond my own ex- 
peAation. — ^I was on very^good terms with my ma^ 
fier's wife, whofe eAeem I acquired and cultivated, 
by reprefenting Mrs« Potion in .the mod ridiculous 
lights my fatirical talents could invent, as well as by 
rendering her fome chriflian ofiices, when flie had 
been'too familiar with the dram botde, to which ihe 
had oftentimes recourfe for. confolation, under the 
affliAion (he fufiered from a barbarous hufband.T— -la 
this manner I lived, without hearing the leaft tidings 
of my nncle, for. the fpace of two years^ during ^vbich 
time I kept little or nacixupany^ being ndther in a^ 
humour to relUb, m»r ia acapacity ta matptaiE inuch. 
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icqnaintance : for the Nabal my maflcr alFowed ^me 
no wages; and the fmall perquifices of myftatioir 
Icarce fopplfed me ^th the common neceflaries of life. 
— ^I was no longer a pert aathinking coxcomb, gid« 
dy vnih popular applatrfe, and elevated with the ex- 
travagance of hope ;; my mbfortunes had taught me^ 
how little the careflbs of the world during a man's 
profperity, are to be valued by him ; and how feri- 
oufly and expeditioufly he ought to fet about 
making himfelf independent of them. My prefent 
appearance, therefore, was the leaft of my care, 
which was wholly engroffed in laying up a ftock of 
inftruAion that might fecure me againft the caprice of 
fortune for the future. I became fuch a floven, and 
contracted fuch an air of aufterity, that every body 
pronounced me creft-fallen ; and Gawky returned to 
town without running any rifque from my refent- 
jnent, which was by this time pretty much cooled^ 
and reftrained by prudential reafons, fo effeftuaUy, 
that I never fo much as thought of obtaining fatif- 
faftion for the injuries he had done me. — ^When I 
deemedmyfelf fufficiently matter of my bufitiefs, I be- 
gan to caft about for an opportunity of launching 
into the world, in hope of finding fome provifion, 
that might make amends for the difficulties I had un*- 
dergone : but, as this could not be efFefted without a 
fmall fum of money to- equip me^ for the field, I was 
in the utmoft perplexity how to ratfe it^ well know- 
ing, that Crab, for his own feke, would never put 
me in a condition to leave him, wfeen his intereft 
was fa much concerned in-my Jftay. — But a fmall ac- 
cident, which happened about this time, determined 
him in my favour. — Thia was no other than the preg- 
nancy of his maid fcrvant, who* declared her fituation 
to me, afluring me at the feme time, that I was the 
occafion of it. Although I had no reafon to queftion 
Ae truth of this imputation, I was not ignorant of 
die foo^aritiis which had paffild between h^ matter 
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aod her^ taking the advantage of which,! reprefentedf 
to her the folTy of laying the burthen at my door, 
when Oit might difpofe of it to much better purpofe. 
with Mr. Crab : She liftened to my advice, and next 
day acquainted him with the pretended fuccefs of their 
mutual endeavours. — He wag far from being over- 
joyed ar this proof of his vigour, which he forefaw' 
might have very troublefome confequences ; not that 
ht dreaded any domeftic grumblings and reproaches* 
from his wife, whom he kept in perfeft fubjeftion p 
but becaufe he knew it would furnifh his rival Potion? 
with a handle for infulting and undermining his re- 
putation^ there being no fcandal equal to that of un- 
eleannefs, in the opinion of thofe who inhabit the part 
of the ifland where heliYed. — He therefore took a re- 
folution worthy of himfelf, which was, to perfuade' 
the girl, that fhe was not with child, but only afflifl- 
ed with a diforder incident to young women, which 
he could eafily remove : with this view (as he pretend- 
ed) he prefcribed for her fuch medicines, as he- 
thought would infallibly procure abortion ; but in this^ 
fcheme he was difappointcd, for the maid being adver- 
tifed by me of his defign, and at the fame time, w£ll ac- 
quainted with her own condition, abfolutely refufed* 
to follow his direflions ; and threatned to publifli. 
her fituation to the world, if h^ would not immediately 
t^o fome method of providing for the important occa- 
lion, which fee expefted in a few months. It was*" 
not long before I guefled the refult of his deliberation, 
by his addrefling himfelf to me (one day) in this man- 
ner :** I am furprifed, that a young fellow like you^ 
** difcovers no inclination, to pulh his. fortune in the 
*« world. — Before I was of your age, I was broiling 
« on the coaft of Guinea, — Damme ! what's to 
♦« hinder you from profiting by the war, which will 
** certainly be declared in a feort time a^inft Spain ? 
M^ -*-.you n&ay eafily get oa board of a king's (blp ia 
^ q^wdity of furgcoo'ft mat«^ where you wUU certainly 
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** fee a great deal of praftice, and ftand a good chance 
*' of getting prize-money."' — 1 laid hold of this de- 
claration, which T had long wiflicd for, and aflured 
him I would follow his advice with pleafure, if it was 
in my power ; but that it was impofliblc for me, to 
embrace an opportunity of that kind, as I had no 
friend to advance a little money, to fupply me with 
what neceflaries I fliould want, and defray the expcn- 
Ges of my journey to London. He told me, that 
few neceffaries were required ; and as for the ex pence 
of my journey, he would lend me money, fufficient 
not only for that purpofe, but alfo to maintain m© 
comfortably in London, until I fhould procure a 
warrant for my provifion on board of fome flilp.— 1 
gave him a thoufahd thanks for his obliging offer* 
(altho* I was very well apprized of his motive, which 
was no other than a defign to lay the baftard to my 
charge after my departure) and accordingly fet out 
in a few weeks for London j my whole fortune coo* 
iifting of one fuit of cloaths, half a dozen ruffled fliirts^. 
as many plain, two pair of worfled, and a like num*^ 
ber of thread ftockings ; a cafe of pocJ«t inftrumpnt^ 
a fmall edition of Horace^ Wifemaa's furgery, and teiv 
guineas ia cafli ; for whif h Crab took my bond, bear- 
ing 5 per cent, intereft ; at the fa,me time giving me a^ 
letter to the member of parliament for our town,, 
yhich he faid would do my bufiaels effeftually. 
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I arrive at NewcaJiU — meet with my oldfchcol- 
fellow Strap we determine to walk to- 
gether to London^ fet out on our journey ' 

put up at a Jolitary ale-houfe^^-^^are dsfturbei 
by ajtra^^ge adventure in the night, 

THERE is no fuch convenience as a waggon in- 
thisr country, and my finances were too weak 
to fupport the expence of hiring a horfe ; I determi- 
ned therefore to fct out with the carriers, who tranf- 
port goods from one place to another on horfc-back ; 
and this fchemc i accordingly put in execution, on the 
firft day of November 1739, fitting upon a pack-faddle 
between two bafkets; one of which contained my 
goods in a knapfack. But by the time we arrived at 
Newcaftle upon Tyoc, 1 was fa fatigued with the te- 
dioufnefs of the carriage* and benumbed with the 
coldnefs of the weather^ that I refolved to travel the 
reft of my journey on foot, rather than proceed ia 
fuch a difagreeable manner. 

The hoftler of the inn at which we put np,jnndcr- 
fianding I was bound for London, advifed me to tak« 
my paflage in 2^ collier, which would be both cheap 
and expeditious, and withal much eafier than to walk 
upwards of three hundred miles through deep roads, 
in the winter time ; a journey which he believed I 
had not ftrength enough to perform. — ^I was almoft 
perfuaded to take his advice, when, one day, ftep>- 
ping into a barber's (hop to be fliaved, the young 
man, while he lathered my face, accofted me thus : 
" Sir, I prefume you are a Scotchman." I an- 
fwered in the affirmative. — " Pray (continued he) 
•* from what part of Scotland ?"— -I no fooner told him, 

^ T thao. 
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tBan he difcovered great emotion, and not coijfining 
his operation to my chin and upper-lip, befmeared my 
whole face with great agitation. — ^I was fo ofTended 
at this profufion, that ftarting up, I afked him what 
the d — ^1 he meant by ufing me fo ? — He begged par- 
don» telling me his joy at meeting with a country* 
man had occafioned fome confufion in him : and cra- 
ved my name. — ^But when I declared my name was 
Random/ he exclaimed in a rapture, " How! Rory 
*' Random ?" The fame, I replied, looking at him 
with aftonifliment ; *« What, cried be, don't you 
** know your old fchool-fellow, Hugh Strap ?** At 
that inftant recollefting his face, I flew into his arms, 
and in the tranfport of my joy, gave him back one 
half of the fuds he had fo lavi(hly bellowed on my 
countenance ; fo that we made .a very ludicrous ap- 
pearance, and furnifhed a great deal of mirth for his 
mafter and fhop- mates, who were witnefles of this 
fcene. — ^When our mutual careflis were over, I fat 
down again to be ihaved, but the poor fellow's nerves 
were (b difcompofed by this unexpeAed meeting, that 
his hand could fcarcely held the razor^ with which 
(nevertbelefs) he found means to cut me in three 
places, in as many ftrokes. His mafter, perceiving his 
4iforder, bade another fupply his place, and after the 
operation was performed, gave Strap leave to pafs the 
reft of the day with me.— -We retired immediately to 
my lodgings, where calling lor fome beei^ t defired to 
be informed df his adventures, which contained no- 
thing more, than that his maflcr dying before his 
time was out, he had come to Newcaftle about a year 
ago, in expeftation of journey-work,, along with 
three young fellows of his acquakitance, who worked 
in the keels.; that he had the good fortune of being 
employed by a very civil mafter, with whom he in- 
tended to ftay till the fpring, at which time he propo- 
fed to go to London, where he did not doubt of find- 
ing encQnragement«-— When I communicated to him 
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my Htuation and deflgn, he did not approve of my 
taking a paflage by fea, by reafon of the danger of a. 
winter voyage, which is very hazardous along thar 
cpafl, as well as the precarioufnefs of the wind^ which 
might poffibly detain me a great whiki ^<^ the no 
feiall detriment of my fortune : whereas if I ^yould 
venture by land, he would bear me company, carry 
my baggage M the* way ; and if we fhould be fatigued* 
before we could perforn> the journey, it would be na 
hard matter for us to find on the road, either return 
horfes or waggons, of which we might take the adj- 
vantage for a very trifling expence.— I was fo ra- 
vifhed at, this propofal, that I embraced him affefti^ 
onately, and aflured him he might command my 
purfe to the laft farthing ; but he gave me to uuder- 
ftand, he had faved money fufficient to anfwer his 
own occafions ; and that he had a friend in London^ 
who would foon introduce him into bufuiefs, in that- 
capital ; aad might poiSbly have it m his power to^ 
ftrve'me alfo. 

. Having concerted the plan and fettled our affarrs 
t^at night, we departed next morning by day-break, 
airmcd with a good cu^gpl each (my com panion* being, 
charged wuh the furniture of us both,' crammed into 
o;ie knapfack ; } and our money fcwed between the 
lining and wafteband of our breeches, except fome 
loofe filver for our immediate expence on the road.— • 
We travelled all day at a round pace, but being vgno- 
- rant of the proper ftages were benighted, at a good 
4iftance from any inn, fo that we were compelled to take 
lip our lodging at a fmall hedge ale-houfe, that ftood 
ep a bye-road, about half a mile from the high-way : 
There we found a pedlar of our own country, ia 
whofe company we regaled ourfelves with bacon and 
eggs, and a glafs of good ale, before a comfortable fire^ 
converDog all the while very, fociably with the land- 
lord and his daughter, an hale buxome lafs, who enr- 
tert^iofid us with great good humour^ and in whofe 

^ affeftioa 
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aSeAion I was vain enough to believe I had made 
ibme progrefs. About eight o'clock, we were all 
three, at our own defire, ftiewn into an apartment, 
fumifhed with two beds, in one of which Strap and I 
betook ourfelves to reft, and the pedlar occupied the 
other, though not before heiiad prayed a confiderable 
*time extempore^ fearched into every corner of the 
Toom, and faftened the door on the infide with a ftroQg 
iron fcrew, which he carried about with him for that uf^. 
-—I ilept very found till midnight, when I was difturbed 
by a violent motion of the bed, which {hook under 
me with a continual tremour.' — Alarmed at this phoe* 
(flomenon, I jogged my companion, whom, to my 
;no fmall amazement, I found drenched in fweat, and 
iquaking through every limb ; he told me with a low 
faultering voice, that we were undone ; for there 
«vas a bloody highwayman loaded with piftols in the 
next room ; then, bidding me make as little noife as 
poflible, he direfted me to a fmall chink in the board 
partition, through which I could fee a thick fet braw- 
ny , fellow, with a fierce countenance, fitting at a 
table with our young landlady, having a bottle of 
ale and a brace of piftols before him. —I 
liftened with great attention, and heard him fay in a 
terrible tone : '* D — n that fon of a bitch. Smack 

** the coachman ! ^he has ferved me a fine tiick, 

'' indeed ' but d — tion feize me, if I don't make 

*^ him repent it ! — I'll teach the fcoundrel to give 
" intelligence to others, 'while he is under articles 

'' with me." Our landlady endeavoured to ap- 

peafe this exafperated robber, by faying he might 
be miftaken in Smack, who perhaps kept no corref- 
|>ondence with the other gentleman that robbed his 
coach, — ^and that if an accident had difappointed him 
to-day, he ipight foon find opportunities enough to 

attone for his loft trouble.-r " I'll tell thee what, 

my dear Bett (replied he) I never had, nc^r ever 
** will, while jny name is Rifle, have fuch a glorious 

** booty 
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<« booty as I miflcd to-day. — Z — ds ! there was 400 /. 
** In cafh to recruit men for the king's fervice, be- 
*• fides the jewels, watches, fwords, and money be- 
** longing to the paflengers ; — ^had it been my fortune 
•' to have got clear off with fo much-treafure, I 
•* would have purchafed a commiffion in the army, 
•* and made you an officer's lady, you jade, I would." 
— ** Well, well, (tries Betty) we muft truft to pra- • 
*' vidence for that 5 — ^but did you find nothing worth 
•* taking, which efcaped the other gentleman of the 
" road?" " Not much, faith (faid the lover;) I 
•* gleaned a few things, — fuch as a pair of pops, 
** filver mounted, (here they are) I took them loaded 
** from the captain who had the charge of the money, 
*' together with a gold watch, which he had conceal- 
•* ed in his breeches. — ^I likewife found ten Portugal 
•* pieces in the ftioes of a quaker, whom the fpirit 
*' moved to revile me with great bitternefs and devo- 
** tion ; but what I value myfelf moftly for, is this here 
" purchafe, a gold fnuff-box, my girl, with a pifture 
** on the infide of the lid : which I untied out -of the 
•* tail of a pretty lady's fmock." — Here, as the de- 
vil would haTe it, the pedlar fnored fo loud, that the 
highwayman fnatching his piftols, ftart^d up, cry- 

. ing, " Hell and d— n— n ! I am betrayed, — ^who's 
** that in the next room ?" Mrs. Betty told him, 
he need not be uneafy, there were only three poor 
wearied travellers, who mifling the road, had taken, 
up their lodging in the houfe, and were afleep long ago. 
— ** Travellers ! fays he, fpies, you b— ch ! but no 

- ** matter- ^I'U fend them all to hell in an in- 

*' ftant." — ^He accordingly ran towards our door; 
when his fweet-heart interpofing, affured him, tfeere 
was only a couple of poor young Scotchmen, who 
were too raw and ignorant to give him the leaft caufe 
of fufplclon; and the third was a prefbyterian pedlar 
of the fame nation, who had often lodged in the houfe 
before.— This dcdaratioa fatisficd the thief, who fworc 
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be was glad there was a pedlar, for he wanted fome 
linen. — Then in a jovial manner, he put about the 
^lafs, mingling his difcourfe to Betty, with carefTes 
and familiarities, that fpoke him very happy in his 
amours. During that part of the converfation which 
regarded us. Strap had crept under the bed, where he 
lay in the agonies of fear i fo that it was with great 
difficulty I perfuaded him our danger was over, and 
prevailed on him to wake the pedlar, and inform him 
of what he had feen and heard. — ^This itinerant mer- 
chant no fooner felt fomebody tiaking htm by the 
fhoulder, than he flarted up, calling as loud as he couid, 
— " Thieves, thieves ! Lord have mercy on us.*' 
And Rifle, alarmed at this exclamadon, jumped up, 
cocked one of his piAols, and turned towards the door, 
to kill the firft man that fhould enter ; for he verily 
believed himfelf beiet ; when his Dulcinea, after an 
immoderate fit of laughter, perfuaded him, that the 
poor pedlar dreaming of thieves, had only cried out 
inhisfleep. — ^Meanwhile my comrade had undeceived 
our fellow-lodger, and informed him of his reafon for 
difturbing him; upon which, getting up foftly, be 
peeped through the hole, and was fo terrified with 
what he faw, that falling down on his bare knees, he 
put up a long petition to heaven, to deHver him frorti 
the hands of that ruffian, and promifed never to de- 
fraud a cuftomcr for the future of the value of a pin's 
' point, provided he might be refcued from the prefent 
danger.— Whether or not his difburthening his con- 
fcience afforded him any eafe, I know not ; but lie flipt 
into bed again and lay very quiet until the robber 
and his miftrefs were afleep, and fnored in concert ; 
tlien, rifing foftly, he untied a rope that was round 
his pack, which making faft to one end of it, he open- 
ed the window with as little noife as poffible, and 
lowered his goods into the yard with great dexterity; 
then he moved gently to our bed-iide, and bade us fare- 
well. 
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twell, telling us, that as we run no rifle, we might take 
vour reft with great confidence, and in the morning af- 
-fure the landlord that we knew nothing of his efcape t 
-and laftly (haking us by the hands, and wiftiing us all 
"manner of fuccefs, he let himfelf drop from the win^ 
dow without any danger, for the ground^as hot above 
-a yard from his feet as he hung on the outfide. Al- 
though I did not think proper to accompany him ia 
his flight, I ivas not at all free from apprehenfion, 
•when I reflefted on what might be the efFeft of the 
-highwayman's difappointment ; as he certainly in- 
tended to make free with the pedlar's ware. Neither 
was my companion at more eafe in his mind, but oh 
the contrary fo poflefled with the dreadful idea of 
Rifle, that he foHcited me ftrongly to follow our 
•countryman's example, and fo elude the fetal refent- 
«fient of that terrible adventurer, who >^ould cer- 
tainly wreak his vengeance on us, as accomplices of 
the pedlar's elopement* — ^But I reprefented to him, 
the danger of giving Rifle caufe to think we knew 
his profeflion, and fuggefted, that if ever he ftiould 
tneet us again on the road, he would look upon us as 
dangerous acquaintance, and find it hisintereft to put 
us out of the way.-*— I told him withal, my confidence 
*in Betty s good-nature ; in which he acquiefced, and 
during the remaining part of the night, we concert- 
ed a proper method of behaviour, to render us un- 
fufpefted in the morning. 

It was no fooner day, than Betty, entering our 
chamber, and perceiving our window open, cried 
out, ** Odds bobs ! fare you Scotchmen muft have 
«' hot conftitations, to lie all night with the window 
*^ open, in fuch cold weather."— I feigned to ftart 
out of fleep, and withdrawing the. curtain, called, 
** What^s the matter?" When (he /hewed me, I 
affected furprke, and faid, *' Blefs me ! the window 
•« was (hut when we went to bed.----" I'll be hanged, 

faid 
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** fwd flic, if Sawqeiy WadTdle the pedlar has not got 
** up iQ a dres^m and done it, for I heard him very ob- 
♦* ftropnlous ia his fleep — Sore I put a chamber-pot 
** under hh bed." — WJth thefe words (be adv«nced 
to the bed in which he lay, and finding theflieets cokl» 
cxclaimed5 ** Good lack a daify ! the rogue is ied !'* 
— ** Fled (cried I, with feigned amsKment) — Qo4 
" forbid *- Sure he has not robbed us." — ^Theafpiiog- 
ing up, I laid hold of my breeches, and emptied 
all my loofe money into my hand ; which having 
reckoned, I faid; Heaven be praifed our money is aH 
fafe — Strap, look to the knapfack.— ^e did fo» and 
found all was right---Upon which weafked-withfeem- 
iDg concern, if he had ftole nothing belonging to the ^ 
houfe. — ^^ No^ no» peplied (be, he has ftote aoihiog 
** but his reckoniog ;" which, it feems, this, pious 
pedlar had forgot to difcharge in the midft of his de- 
VQtion*-r^8^ty, aft«r a «»Qmcnt's pauC?, withdrew, 
and immediately we could bear her W4ken Riflet who - 
DO fooner beard of Waddle's flight, than he jumped 
out of bed and drefled, venting a. thoufand execra- 
tions, and vowing to murder the pedlar if ever he 
Ihould fet eyes on him again ; ** For, faid be, the 
'* fcoundrel has by this time raifed the hue and cry 
*' againft me.*'—- Having dreffird bimfelf in a iiti^y, 
he mounted his horfe, and for that time rid us of his 
company and a thoufand fears that wer« tj^ cqi|* 
fequence of it. — ^While we were at breakfaft, Bdlv 
endeavoured, by all the cunning (he was mifirds <w» 
to learn whether or nowefufpeoed our fellctw-UMilger> 
whom we faw take hoi^fc ; but as w« were on oiir 
guard, we anfwered her fly quefiions with a lunpUcity 
Ifae could not dtftruft ; v4ieR all of a fudden, w£ 
heard the trampling of a horfe's feet at the diXr. 
This noife alarmed Strap fo ipuch, whofe ima^natiQfl 
was wholly engroflTed by the image of Rifle, that with 
a countenance as pale as mtUc, he cried,^ " O Lord ! 
** there's the highwayman r^urned !"*^ur land- 
VoL. I. D lady 
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lady ftaring at thefe words, faid, « What high- 
*' wayman, young man ?— Do you think: any higfc. 
•* waymen harbour here ?" — ^Though I was very much 
difconcerted at this piece of indifcrction . in Strap, I 
had prefe'nceof mhid enoi^gh to tell her, we had met 
a horfeman the day before, whom Strap had foolifhly 
fuppof^d to be a highwayman, becaufe he rode with 
piftols5 and that, he had been terrified at the found 
of a horfc'sfcet ever fmce.— She forced a fmile at the 
i^orance and timidity of my comrade ; but I could 
perceive, t(not without great concern) that this account 
was not at all iatkfafiory to her. 



C H A P. IX. 

Wi proceed on our journey — are overtaken by an 
highwayman who fires at Strap ; is prevented 
from Jhooting me by a company of horfemen^ 

who ride inpMrfuit of him. Strap is put to 

bed at an inn.'^Adventures at that inn. ^ 

• .' #k F T E R havmg paid our fcore, and taken leave 
jt\. of our hoftefs, who embraced me tenderly ac 
parting, we proceeded on our journey, bleffing our- 
felves that we had comeofFfo well. We had not walked 
above five miles, when we obferved a man on horfeback 
groping after us, whom we in a (hort time recognized 
to be no other than this formidable hero who bad alrea* 
dy given us fo much vexation.— He (lopped hard by me, 
aod afked if I knew who he was ? — ^My aftoni(hment 
had difcodcerted me fo much, that I did not hear his 
queftion^ which he\ repeated with a volley of oatbs 
and threats ; but I remained as mute as before; Strap 
feeiag my difcompofure, fell upon, his knees 
in th^ taud, uttering With a lamentable vcHce, 
thefe woids : ^ For Ch^— >^ft's fake, have mercy 
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« upon us, Mr. Rifle, we know you very well." 

*' O ho ! cried the thief, you do ! but you 

•* never fhall be evidence againft me in this world, 

*' you dog f" So faying, he drew a piftol,' and 

fired it at ihe unfortunate (haver, who fell flat upon 
the ground without fpeaking one word. — ^My com- 
rade's fate, and my own fituaiion, ri vetted me to the 
place where I flood, deprived of all fenfe and reflec- 
tion ; fo that I did not make the leaft attempt either to 
run away, or deprecate the wrath of this barbarian, 
who fnapped a fecoud piftol at me ; but before he 
had time to prime again, perceiving a company of 
horfe-men coming up, he rode off, and left me 
(landing motionlefs as a flatue, in which poflurc 
I was found by thofe whofe appearance had faved 
my life. This company confifted of three men in 
livery, well armed 1 with an officer, who (as I after- 
wards learned i was the perfon from whom Rifle had 
"taken the pocket piftols the day before; and who, 
'making known his misfortune to a ;iobleman he 
met on the road, and afiiiring. him, his non-r^fiftance 
, was altogether owing to his con fi deration for the ladies 
in the coach procured the affiftance of his Lordfhip's 
fervants to go in queft of the plunderer. This holi- 
day captain fcampered up to me with great addrefs, 
and aiked who fired the piftol which he nad heard. — 
As^I had not yet recovered my reafon, he, before I 
could anfwer, obferved a body lying on the ground, 
at which fight his colour changed, and he pronounced 
with a faultering tongue, *' Gentlemen, here's murder 
** committed ! Let us alight/' — '' No, no, faid one 
*' of his followers, let us rather purfue the murderer. 
*' — Which way went he, young man ?" — By this 
time I bad recoUefted myfelf fo far as to tell them he 
could not be a quarter of a mile before; 'and to beg 
one of them to ailift me in conveying the corps of 
my friend to the next houfe, in order to its being in- 
terred. — The captain, forefeeing that in cafe h^e fhould 
- . P 2 ^ ptirfue* 
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ptirfuc, he muft foon come to aftion, began to curb Ms 
horie, and gave him the fpur at the fame time, which 
treatment making the creature rear up and fnort, he 
called out, his horfe was frightned and would not pro- 
<:eed ; at the fame time wheeling him round and found, 
Aroaking his neck, whiftling and wheedling him with 
** Sirrah, Sirrah— gently, gently, &c *'— '* Z — ds ! 
** (cried one of the fervants) fure my Lord's forrel is 
** not refty !" — With thefe words, he beftowed a 
la(h on his buttocks, and Sorrel difdaining the rein, 
fprung forward with the captain at a pace that would 
have loon brought him up with the robber^ had not 
the girth (happily for him) given way, by which 
means he landed in the dirt ; and two of his attend- 
ants continued their purfuit, without minding his 

Situation. Meanwhile one of the three who 

' remained at my defire, turning the body of Strap, 
in order to fee the wound which had killed him, 
found him Aill warm ^nd breathing ; upon which I 
immediately let him blood, and faw him, with ine^t- 
preffible joy, recover ; he having received no other 
wound than what his fear had infliAed.-r-Having raifed 
him upon his legs, we walked together to an inn, a* 
bout half a mile from the place, where Strap, who was 
. not qirite recovered, went to bed ; and in a little 
time the third fervapt returned with the captain's 
horfe and furniture, leaving him to crawl after as well 
as he could. This gentleman of the fword, upon 
his arrival, complained grievoufly of the bruife occa- 
fioned by his fall ; and on the recommendation of the 
fervant, who warranted my ability, I was employed 
to bleed him, for which fervice he rewarded me with 
half a crown. 

The time between this event and dinner, I paflcd in 
bbferving a game at cards between two farmers, an 
excifeman, and a young fellow in a rufty gown and 
caflbck, who, as I afterwards undcrftood, was curate 
of a neighbouring parifti.— — It was eafy to perceive 

that 
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that the match wasrnot equal ; and that the two farmers,, 
who were partners^ had to do'>«nih.ac'oup!eof ftiarpcf s, 
who ftript them of all their caftr in a very (hort time- 
But what furprifed roe very much, was to hear this cler- 
gyman reply to one of the countrymen who feemed 
to fufpeft fool play, in tbf fe words : " D — n me, 
" friend, d'ye quefVion my honour ?" - 1 did not at 
all wonder to find a cheat in canonicals, this being a 
charafter frequent in my own country; but I was 
fcandatized at the indecency of his behaviour, which; 
appeared in the oaths he fwore, and the baudy fongs 
which he fung. At laft, to make amends, in fomc 
fort, for the damage he had dbne to the unwary boors, 
he pulled out a fiddle from the Kning of his gown, 
and promiflng to treat them at dinner, began to play 
moft melodioufly, finging in concert, all rhe while. 
—This good humour of the parfon infpired the com- 
pany with fo much glee, that the formers fooh forgot 
their loflTes, and ail pref<?nt went to dancing in the 
yard. While we were agreeably amofed in this rrvan- 
Her, our mufician fpymg a horfeman riding towards 
the Inn, ftopt all of la fudden, crying out, ** Gad fo ! 
" gentlemen, I beg your pardon, there's our dog of 
** a doftor coming into the mn." — He immediately- 
concealed his inftrument, and ran towards the gate^. 
where he took hold of the vicar's bridle, and helpecl 
him off, enquiring very cordially into the ftate of 
his health.— This rofy fon of the church (who mighV 
be about the age of fifty) having alighted, and en- 
trufted the curate with his horfe, ftaikcd with great 
folemnity into the kitchen, where, fitting down by 
the fire, he called for a bottle* of ale. and a pipe ; 
fcarce deigning an anfwer to the fubmiffive queftion§ 
of thofe who enquired about the welfare of his fa- 
mily. ^While he indulged himfelf in this ftate, 

amidft a profound filence, the curate approaching: 
him with great reverence, aflccd if he would not bej 
j>leafed tp. honour us with his company at dinner ? 
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To which interrogation he anfwered in the negative, 
faying, he had been to vifit fquire Bumpkin, who had 
drank himfclf* into a high fever at the lafl affixes ; and 
that he had, on leaving his own houfe, told Betty he 

fhould dine at home. Accordingly, when he had 

made an end of his bottle and pipe, he rofe and mov- 
ed with prelatical dignity to the door, where his 
journeyman flood ready with his nag.— He had no 
fooner mounted, than the facetious curate,^ coming 
into the kitchen, held forth in this manner : " There 
•* the old rafcal goes, and the D— -1 go with him. — 

** You fee how the world wags, gentlemen By 

•* Gad, this rogue of a vicar does not deferve to 
*' live.; — and yet he has two livings worth 400 L per 
** onnuffij vhile poor I am fain to do all his drudg- 
** ery, and 1 ide twenty miles every Sunday to preach, 
*' for what ? why truly, for 20 /. a year.— I fcorn to 
** boaft of my own qualifications, but— coroparifons 
** are odious. — I fhould be glad, to know how this 
** fwag- bellied doftor deferves to be more at eafe 
. ** than ro^ — He can JoU in his elbow chair at home", 
■ ** indulge himfelf in the belt of viftuals and v;ine, 
** and enjoy the converfation of Betty his houfe- 
*** keeper.-— You underftand me, gentlemen. — ^Betty 
*' is the do^Vor's poor kinfwoman, and a pretty girl 
** fhe is ; — ^but no matter for that ; — ay, and a 
>' dutiful girl to her parents, whom fhe vifits re- 
** gularly every year, though I mnfl own I could 

-** never rl|arn m what county they live. 

.** Nfy^aftice t'ye, gentlemen. '* — By this time din- 

ncrjfb^^ ready,' I waked my companion, and we ate 

. ^W^l^er with great cbearfuincfs. When our meal 

^vfiLS cnd^d, and every man's fhare of the reckoning 

, adjufted, the curate went out on pretence of fome 

ncceflary occafioUr and mounting his horfe, Irft the 

two farmers to fatisfy the boft in the befl manner 

they could. We were no fooner informed of this 

:pkce of firiefle, than the excifeman, who had bem 
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filent hitherto, began to open with a malicions grin : 
•* Ay, ay, this is an old trick of Shuffle — I coirid not 
** help fmiling when he talked of treating. — You 
" muft know, this is a very curious fellow. — ^Hc picked 
•'up fome fcraps of learning while he ferved young 
^ lord Trifle at the univerfity. — But what he moft 
h excells in is pimping. No man knows his talents 
*j** better than I, for 1 was vaUt de chambre to fquire 
** Tattle, an intimate companion of Shufflers Lord. 
** r—He got himfelf into a fcrape, by pawning fome 
^.* of his lordfliip's cloaths, on which account he was 
4* turned away 5 but as he was acquainted with fome 
V particular circumftances of my lord*s conduA, he 
•* did not care to exafperate him too much, and fo 
•• made intereft for his receiving orders, and after* 
•' wards recommended him to the curacy which he 
*♦ now enjoys. — However, the fellow cannot be too 
•< much admired for his dexterity in making a com- 
** fortable livelihood, in fpke of fiJch a fmail allow- 
*^ ance.^ — ^You hear he plays, a good flick, and is really * 
f * diverting coitipany— thefe qualifications make him 
** agreeable wherever he goes ;-— and a$ for playing at 
*« cards, therft i^ not a man within three counties a 
** match for him :-^the truth ist he is a damnable 
•• cheat, and can (hift a card ^h fuch addrefs, that 
*♦. Jt is impoffible to dHirover him." — ^Hcre he was 
interrupted by one of the farmer3, who aflced, why 
he had not judice enough to acquaint them with 
thcfe particulars before they engaged in play ?— The 
excifem'an replied without any hefitation, that it was 
hone of his bufinefs to intermeddle between man 
and man ; befides he did not know they were ig- 
norant of Shuffle's character, which was notorious to 
the whole country.—- This did not fatisfy the other, 
who taxed him with nbetting and affifting the curate's 
knavery, and infifted on having his (hare of the win- 
nings returned ; this demand the excifeman as pofitively 
refufed, ajffirming, that whatever flights Shuffle might 
D 4 praftifc 
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praAife on other occailioos, ^e was rery certain, ttiiit 
he had pkj*d on the fquare with them, and wotild 
aofwer it betore any bench in chriftettdom ; fo ftiyitig, 
he got up, and having paid hi^ f eckonbg, fneaked 
off. The landlord, thrtiuing hi$ neck into the pftf- 
lagc, to fee if he was gone, fhook his head, feying, 
•' Ah ! Lord hcfp us ! if every fmncr was to have 
•* his deferts. — ^Well, we viftuallcrs muft not dif- 
** oblige the excifemen. — ^But I know what : — 1{ 
** parfon Shuffle and he were weighed together, a. 
** ftr^w thrown into either fcale would make the 

" balance kick the beam But,*mafters, this is 

V under the rofe," continued Boniface with a whif- 
pcr. 



C H A P. X. 

Tit highwajtMH is taktn — we are detdhei as 
evidence againfi bim^'-'^-^prvceed to fh'nexi 
vHlage""^ efcmpts — we ^nrive «/ a$tother 
im noiere uw go io ied^*-^ 4he night ^we are 
4wake^ iy a d/reaifrntadventure^-^-mxt mgbt 

' tue iodge at the bonfe of a fcbool^^after^^'-Mt 
treatment tbere. 

ST. R A P and I were ^bdut to depart on our jouti 
ney, wlien we perceived a crpod oh the road, 
toming towards us, (houting and Hcdlooing all th^ 
way. As it approached, we could difcern a man on 
horfe-back in the middle, with bis hands tied behind 
him. whom we fooo knew to be Rlfle.^-^This high- 
Vayman not being fo well mounted as the two tef- 
yants who went in purfuit of him, was foon overta- 
ken^ and after havinc; difcharged his plfVols, made 
prifoflcr without any fonher oppofition. They were 
' car» 
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carrying him, in triumph, amidft the acclamations . 
of the country people, to a juftice of peace in 
a neighbouring village, but flopt at our inn to 
join their companion and .take rcfreftimenti When 
Rifle was difmounted, and placed in the yard^, 
within a circle of pcafants armed with pitchforks, 
I was amazed to fee what a pitiful dejefted fel* 
low he now appeared, who had but a few hours be- 
fore filled me with fuch terror, and confufion — My- 
companion was fo much encouraged by this altera- 
tion ilk his appearance, that going up to the thief, he 
prefented his clenched fifts to his nofe, and declared^, 
he would either cudgel or box with the prifonet; 
for a guinea, which he immediately produced, and 
gegan to ftrip but was diffuaded from this adven- 
ture by me, who reprcfented to him the folly of the 
undertakings as Rifle was now in the hands of juflice^. 
which would, no doubt, give us all fatisfaftiofi 
eno«gh,-*But what made me repeat of our imperti- 
neat cnrionty, was our being detained by the captors* 
as evidence;, againd him, when we were juA going 
to fet forward! However, there was no remedy; 
we were obUged^ to<omf4yv aad » accordingly joined 
ijn the cavalcade, which luckily, to^k^ thi^ lame road» , 
that We had propofed to follow. — AboutthdJtyiiUgl^.T 
we arrived at the place of oor deAination, butrasthec^ 
jjiftice was gone to viiit.agent}en:un in the €ountr7i%. 
with whom (we underftood)' he would probably Aay 
all night, the robber was confined in an empty garre|. 
ihrec ftories high, froou which /u fcemcd impolTibl*. 
fcr him to efcape^:; thft^ - ocverihcl^fsv was-^ the cafe i 
for n*3U morning, when they went up flairs,, to bring 
l)im before the juftice, the bird was flown, having 

tot out at the window upon the roof, from whence 
e continued his rput along the tops of the adjoining^ 
Ironies, and entered another garret window^, wh^era 
be flfculked, until the family were afleep, at wbsch tima 
kfi ventured down flairs, and let himfelf out by th- 
Am^ diOtOC^ which was found ogca. This event' i 
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a great difeppointment to thofc that app^ehcncfcd hiiHy 
who were ilu (bed with hopes of the reward ; Jbut gave 
me great joy, as I was permitted now to continue 
my journey without any further moleftation — Re- 
folving to make up for the fmail progrefs we had 
'hitherto made, we this day travelled with great vi- 
gour, and befor^ night reached a market-town twenty 
miles from the place from whence we fet out in the 
morning, without meeting any adventure worth no- 
tice.- Here having taken up our lodging at an inn^ 
I found myfelf fo fatigued, that I began to dtfpair of 
performing our journey on foot.^and defired Strap to 
enquire M there were any waggon, return-horfes, or 
other cheap carriage in this place, to depart for Lon- 
don next day. — he was informed, that the waggon 
from Newcaltle to London had halted here two, 
nights' ago, and that it would be an cafy matter to 
<)vertake it, if not the next day, at fartheft, the day 
after the next. — This piece of news gave us fome fa- 
tisfaftion, and after having made a hearty fupper on 
haftied mutton, wc were fhewn to our room, which 
contained two beds, the one allotted for us, and the 
other for a very honeft gentlcqian, who, we were 
told, was then drinking bclqW. Though we could 
have very well difpenfed with, his conipany, we were 
glad to fubmit to this difpofition, as there was not a- 
nother bed empty in the houfe ; and accordingly went 
to reft, after having fccurcd our biggage under the 
fcolfter. About two or three o'clock in . the morn- 
ing, I was waked out of a very profound fleep, by a 
dreadful noife in theichamber, which did not fail to 
throw me into an agony of conftcrnatron,^ when "t 
heard thefe words pronounced with a terrible vo4cfe? 
— ** Blood and wounds ! run the halbert into tht 
«* guts of him that's next you^ and Til blow the 
•♦ other's brains out prefently."— Thi$ dreadful ia.^ 
hitation had uofooner reached the cars of Strap,<^hait 
ftartiDg^out of bed, he ran agaioft fomebody inthb 
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darky and overturped him in an inftant ; at the fafhe 
time bawling out,"*' Fire ! murder ! fire !" a cry which 
in a moment alarmed the whok houfe, and filled our 
chamb,er with a croud of naked people. — When lights 
were brought, the occafion of all this difturbance 
foon appeared ; which was no other than our fellow- 
lodger, whom we found lying on the floor fcratching 
his head, with a look teftifying the utmoft aflonifii- 
ment, at the concourfe of apparitions that furrounded 
him. — This honeft gentleman was, it feems, a re- 
cruiting ferjeant, who having lifted two country fel- 
lows over-night, dreamed they had mutinied, and 
threatned to murder him and the drummer who was 
along with him^ This made fuch an impreffion on 
bis imagination, that he got up in his fkep, and ex- 
prefled himfelf as above. When our apprehennon 
of danger vanifhcd, the company beheld one another 
with great furprize and mirth ; but what attraded 
the notice of every one, was our landlady with no- 
thing on her but her (hift and a large pair of buck- 
flcin breeches with the backfide before, which fhe had 
flipt on in the hurry, and her hufband with her pet^ 
^icoat abput his ,Ihoulders : one had wrapt himfelf in 
a blanket, another was covered with a (heet, and the 
,4''ummer, who had given his only fhift to be waftied, 
appeared in cuerpo^ ,with the bolfter rolled about his 
^middle. — ^When this affair was difcufTed, every body 
retired to his. own apartment, the ferjeant flipt into 
bed, anci.my companion and I flept without any fut- 
-ther difturbance till morning, when we got up, 
went tol)r€akiaft, p;iid our reckoning, and let for- 
ward m expeftation of overtaking the waggon i in 
which hope, however, we were difappointed, for that 
*day. As we exerted ourfelves more than ufual, I found 
myfelf quite fpent with fatigue, when we entered a 
Tniall village in the twilight. We enquired for ^ 
^public houie, and were dircfted to one of a very 
lorry appearance. At our entrance the landlord, whp 
* * D <5 1 Cr^r^n fcemcd 
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feeoied to be a venerable old man, with long grey 
hair, rofe from a table placed by a large fire in a very 
neat paved kitchen, and with a chearful countenance 
accofted us in thele words : " Saivete Puen — fgre^ 
*' tHmini* — ^I was not a little pleafed to hear our hoft 
lpe;ik Latin, becaufe I was in hope of recommending 
inyfelf to him by my knowledge in that language ; I 
therefore anfwered without htfitation, — Diffol^ jrl- 
gusy ligna fuper foco — la^ge refo^ans. — I had no foon- 
er pronounced thefe words, than the old gentleman 
running towards me, (hook me by the hand, crying^ 
«< — F/7/ ml deUSfiJJime! u^iU venis ! — a fuperis^ ni 
^^-falkrV^ — In fhort, finding we were both read in 
the claffics, he did not know how to tcftify his regard 
enough ; but ordered his daughter, a jolly rofy-chceked 
i^amfeli who was his fole domefiic, to bring us a 
bottle of his quadrimum — ^repeating from Horace at 
the fanje time, ** Deprome quadrimum f&bim^ O Thif^ 
*' liarchey rmrem diota,^* This quadrimum w^iexccl- 
lent ale of his own brewing, of ^yhicb he told* W he 
bad always an amphora four years pld, for the trte^if 
himfelf and friends. — In the courfe of our conVt^fe* 
tion, which was interlarded with fcraps of Latin, we 
vnderdood that this fao^tious p^rfon was a fchool* 
mailer, i^'hofe income bemg fmali, he wa$ fain to 
keep a gl^fs of good liquor, for the entertainment of 
palTengers, by which he made (hift to make the two 
ends of the vear meet. — ^ I am this day, faid hcj 
•* the happieft old fellow in hjs majefly's domimons. 

<• My wife, reft her foul, is in heaven. My 

«* daughter is to be married nejjt week ; — ^ut the 
«« two chief pleafures of my life are tbefe (pointing 
<< to the bottle and a large edition of Horace that lay 
«« on the table.) I am old, 'tis true,— what then ? 
"«< the more reafon I (houtd enjoy the fmall (bare of 
«« life that remains, as my friend Flaixus advifes : — 
«< Tu ne quafierii fcirt (nefas,) ^gm mihiy quern 
«* titi fncm dii didnint.^'—^Qfrpc dim quam «i- 
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*« nitrmm credula f^Jiero.** — ^As he was Yery inqnifi* 
^Te about our affairs, we made oo fcroplf of ac- 
quaiming faim with our fituatlon, which whca h6 
had learned, he enriched iis with advices how to be- 
have in the world, telling us that be was no ftradget 
to the deceits of mankind. — ^In the mean time he or- 
dered his daughter to lay a fowl to the fire for fupper, 
for be was rcfolred this night to regale his friends-— 
pirmtUns divis cat^a. W hile our entertainment 
was preparing, our hod recounted the adventures of 
bis own life, which, as they contained nothing remark- 
able, 1 forbear to rehearfe. When we bad fafe4 
fomptuoufiy, and drank feveral boctles of his quadrl^ 
mum^ I exprefTcd a defire of going to reft, which was 
with fome difficulty complied with, after he had in- 
formed us that we fliould overtake the waggon by 
noon next day ; and that there was room enough in it 
for half a dozen, forthere were only four paCengers asr 
yet in that convenience. — ^Before my comrade and 
1 fell adeep we had fome converfation about the ^ood 
humour <a^ our landlord, which ^ve Strap fuch aa 
idea of his benevolence, that he pontwoy believed wr 
fliould pay toothing for our lodging and entertainment. 
— ^*' Don't you obferve, faid he, that fae has coo^ 
** ceived a particuinr afie£lion for «f>— nay, evcft 
^ treated us at fepper with extraordinary fare, which, 
^ to be fure, we ^oiild not of our^L^vee have called^ 
•* for?" — I was partly of Strap's opinion; but thfe' 
experience I had of the world made me folfend^ 
m^ befief till the momiog, when getting up be-!* 
times, we breakfafted with our hoft and bis daughi^ 
ter on hafty-pudding and ale, and defired to koow, 
what we had to pay. — '^ Biddy will let yoakoow;. 
** gentlemen, faid be, for I never mind thefenuitter^* 
^* —Money mat4>ers are beneath the toactrn of one 
•* who lives upon the Heratian plan. — Cr^famtm yi- 
*♦ quiiur cura /ecu^iam/^ Meanwhile Biddy having 
coftfohed a date that toog kk tbc^orifer^ toldus, om 
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reckoning came to S s. f d, « Eight (hillings 

** and fevca-pcDce ! cried Strap, 'tis iropoflibl« — ^ 
** you muft be miftakcn, young woman." — " Reck- 
" oo again, child, ( fays her father, very deliberate- 
** ly) perhaps you have mircounted." — '* No indeed^ 
•* father ^replied (he) I know my buiinefs better." — 
I could contain my indignation no longer, but (aid 
4t was an unconfcionable bill, and demanded to know 
the particulars; upon which the old man got up, 
inuttering, *' Ay, ay, let us fee the particulars,— 
" that's but reafonable." — And taking pen, ink, and 
paper, wrote the foljowing Items: s, d. 

To bread and beer — — 06 

To a fowl and faufages -^ — 2 6 

To four botljes quadrim, - — 20 

To fire ftnd tobacco — : —07 

To lodging — — — - 1 \ 2 o 

To brcakfaft — r . — -^ i o 



8 7 
As he had not the appeamnce of ^ commoa publicaoy 
and had raifpd^ {x>i\ of veneratioi^ in me by his de- 
jmeauour the precediag night, it was not in my power 
t0;upbr4id bim:^s Ipeideferved ; ther<;fore I cocitented 
jnytblfiwiih fayingnf I was fure he did not l^arn to be 
,zvk extortioner from Horaice. He anfwered, ^' I was 
** but a young man^. and did not know the world, 
•' or 1 would not • tax him with extortion, whofe 
y ojA^ 2^\mvfSiSioXviQ eontitauspcnvoj and k^p ojpT 
>* import^i :pai^iri0f.*\ — My fellow-traveUer could 
not fo cafilyiput ut> jvub.rfiis inapofitiqp 5 biit fwbr^. 
•hcibould flilthferf take one th»*d ofthemoojcy, or .go 
,withduti-*-JWhile/we were engaged in this difpute^ I 
.perceived the daughter go^puj^, and conjefturing 
•the occafioQt, immediately, paid th^ exorbitant de- 
mand, which was. no.fo^n^r d^ne^ than Biddy r«- 
jtumed with two flout feJlowsj who came in on pre- 
sence jof : ul^ ih^k mwniwg.<ii:^i>^ht y li^t k reajji- 
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ty to frighten us imo compliance.— -Jofl as we de^- 
parted. Strap, who was half diftrafted on account of 
this piece of expence, went up to the fchoo^mafieiV 
and grinning in his face, pronounced with great emr- 
phafis; *' Semprr avarut /^^/."— To which the pe- 
daiit replied, with a malictoos fmile ; ** Ammum rege^ 
** ^a/, nift parety imperat,** 



CHAP. XL 

We def^ry the waggon get into it arrive 

at an inn — our fe'low traveller's defer ibd — ti 
wiftake is committed by Straps vubich produces 
firange things. 

WE travelled half a mile without cxchangft^ 
one word ; my thoughts being entgrofled by 
theknavery of the world, to which I muft be daily 
expofed ; and the contemplation of my finances, 
which began fenfibly to dimini(h, — Af length Straps 
who could hold no longer, addrcfted me thtisV— 
** Well, fools and their tnfeney are foo» parted.^ 
" If my adriee had been taken, that old (kin-6lD^» 
" (bould have been damri-d ' before he had got moi% 
** than the third of his demand. — ^"Tis a lure fign 
*• you came eafily by your monfey, when you fquan- 
*« der it away in this manner.— Ah !' God help yoiiv 
•* how many brifly beards muft I have mowed bet 
^" fore Teamed four ftiillings -anld three pence^hali- 
** peiiny. Which is aflf thrown to the dogs ?— How 
«• many days have I fat' weaving haii^/ till my toess 
*^ \i^ere numbed by the cold, my fingers cramp'd, 
/* and my nofe as blue as the fign of the periwig ih^ 
" hung over the door? What the de^l was* yob 
** aifraid bf .^ I would have engaged ta box with afty 
^ 00c ef :th^*fellOs^9^>wto oMt^t^y^ibr^^i^ 
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« — ^^m fure I have ben ftouter men than either o^^ 
" tban/'-^And todeed, my compamoa would have ' 
fought «ay body, when his iife was m do danger;; 
iMti be had a mortal averfioa to fire arms ^nd alUia^r 
Jftrufficats of dea-th. In order to appeafe. bim, J afftrr- 
fid him; no part pf this extraordinary: e»pence(hould 
fiaU upon his (houlders ; at wbieh< declaration he was 
affronted, and told me, he woul* have me to know, 
Ifaat alrho* he was a jsoor barber's boy, yet he had « 
foui to fpend his moneyt with the befl fquire of the 
land.— Having ^yall^ed«^ day at a great pace, with- 
out hahing for arefrcjfiiment, we defcried, towards 
the evenings to^euri inexprefflbie joy, the waggon 
about a quarter of a mile before us ; and by that 
time we reached jit, were both of us fo weary that 
I verily believe it would have been imprafticable. 
for us tO' have walked one mile farther. — ^We there.- 
f^e bai^aiEied ^th ihe driver^ whofe name w^at^. 
Toey,. t<^ give us a caft to the next fiage for a ttkiU 
^Uog r at which place we ihouid meet the mafter^of 
i)le waggon, with whom we might agree for the refti 
irf tfe« journey. 

Accordingly the convenience ftopt, and J<;ey hav> 
kkg piac€»d tb^ Mder, Strap ^being loaded with our^ 
Wgg^e) moui^ted firft ; but ju A as he was getting in,. 
«T.tr0aiNeQdoa$ voice availed his ears in thefe words : 
** G^'s f»ry ! there (hall np pafltngers come herc."^ 
*-*The poor (haver was fo diiconcertcd at this ex*- 
f)amadon, which both k^ a^ I imagie^ proceeded} 
4s0m iikfimomk. of a f^nt, that he defcended witk. 
yeat velocity, and » countenance as while as paper« 
-^-rrjoey. perceiving our aAontlbmeiit, called wjth aa. 
itfch fecer, «\ Wa«mds> coptaiip, whay woan't ya«. 
•♦ fooffer ihffi foot waggoneer to meake a penny ?— 
** Coom, foom, young man, ^et oop, get oop,— *- 
^ never mpind the eo^tian.-^ fe not afcar'd of the 
w cpptai^^T-rThis was ftOt ttHspiW^euient fuiScieiU'* 

I© Si«ap, whftr C9j^ Mi< b^ ^wkA tkjm^ ^^^ 

lure 
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tare up again ; upon Mrhich I attempted, though not 
"ttrithont a qaakmg heart, when I heard the famd^' 
voice muttering like diftant thunder : " Hell and th6 
" devil confound me, if I don't make you fmart for' 
** this !** — However I crept in^ and by accident got' 
an empty place in the ftraw, which I immediately' 
took poffeffion of, without being able to difcern the 
fkces of my fellow-travellers in the dark. Strap fol- 
lowing with the knapfack on his back, chanced ta 
take the other fide, and by a jolt of the carriage,' 
pkhed direftly upon the ftomach of the captaTn,! 
who bellowed out in a mod dreadful manner : " Bloods 
•' and thunder ! wlnerc's my fword ?'* ^t thefe words^ 
my frighted comrade ftarted up, and at otte fpring^ 
bounced agalnft me with fuch force, that I thought he 
was thefuppofcdfonof Anak, who intended to prefs 
me td death.— -In the mean time a female voice cried, 
** Blefs me ! what is the matter, my dear ?" *' The 
•« matter," replied the captain, *^ damn my blood !" 
•• my gats arc *fqucezed into a pancake, by thai 
« Scotchman's hrnnp.** Strap ttfemWifig all the while 
at my back, aflced him pardon, and )^ the blame 
of what had happened upon the joking of the wagn 
gon, and the woman who fpoke before, went on:- 
•« Ay, ay, my dtar, it Is otn* own fault, wcf may 
•* thank ouHfelves for all the inconveniences we meet 
** with— I thattk God, I never travelled fo before; 
** ^ — I am fare if my lady or Sir John was to knoM^ 
•* where we are, they would not fleep this night for 
«* vexation — I wi(h to God we had writ for the cha* 

" riot r 1 know We (hall never be forgiven** 

*< Come, come, my dear, (replied the captain) it 
** don't fignif;^ fretting now, — ^we (hall laugh it ovct 
** as a frolicic— I hope you will not f&fFer in J^oui^ 
*♦ heahh. — I fliall make my lord very merry ^th our 
^ adventures in the Diligence "-^Thts difcburfe gave 
me fuch a high notion of the captain and his lady, 
that I dtrrit trot venture to join in the converfation 5 

but 
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but immciiately* after, another female voice tegan ; , 
*> Some, people give themfelves a great many neeijlefs 
•^ <airs— better folks than any here have travelled in 
•> waggons before novir. — Some of ns have rode in 
'• coaches and chariots, v^ith three footmen behind 
'•* them, without making fo much fufs about it. -r 
*> What then ! we are now all upon a footing,, 
*.' therefore let us be fociable and merry — What do 

V you fay, Ifaac? Is not this a good motion, you 
'* doting rogue ? - Speak, you old cent, ptr cent, for- 
** nicator. — What defperate debt are you thinking 
'* of ? What mortgage are you planning ? Well, 
•* Ifaac, pofitively you ftiall nev^ gain my favour 
** till you turn over a new leaf ; grow honeft, and 
" live like a gentlenoaD^.— In the mean time, give me 
** a kifs, you old fumbler." — Thefe words accom- 
panied with a hearty fmack, enlivened ^he perfon to 
whom they were ^ddrefTed, to fuch a degree, that he 
cried in tranfport, though with a faultering Voice^ 
^* Ah. t you wanton ba^age — upon liay cremv you 

V are a waggiftigitl, be, he, he/* — This laugh iatron 
^uced a fit of coughing, which almoft fuifocated the 
poor ufuer (fuch, we afterwards found» was the 
profeffion of this our fellow-traveller.)— Abodt this 
time I fell aOeep^ and enjbyed a comfortable nap, tilt 
fuch time as we arrived at the inn where we put np. 
~Herc, having alighted from the waggon, I had an 
opportunity of viewing the pafTcngers in order as 
they entered. — The fir ft who appeared was a. bride 
^ry gl^^U about twenty years old, with a filver laced 
hat on her head, inftead of a cap, a blue fluff riding 
fuit trimmed with filver, very much tarni(hed, and a 
whip in her hand.— After her, came limping, an old 
ipan with a worfted night-cap, buttoned under his 
chin, and ? broad brimmed hf^t flouched over it, aa 
old rufty blue cloak tied about his neck, under which 
appeared a brown furtoun, that covered a thread-bare 
poat .^Qd Mraill^oat, qnd, as we afterwards^ difcern- 

ed. 
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cd, s dirty flannel jacket.-— ^His eyes were HtoIIoW; 
bleared and gummy ; his fa€# was fhrivfelled ioto a 
thonfand' wrinkles, his gunis were deftitute of teeth, 
his Bofe fharp and drooping, his chin peeked and 
prominent, fo that when he mumped or (poke, they 
approached one another like a pair of nnt-crackcrs ; 
he fupportcd himfelf on an ivory-headed cane/ and 
liis wholie figure was a jirfl emblem of winter, fa- 
mine, and avarice. — But how was I furprizcd. when 
I beheld the formidable captahi in the (bape of a little 
thin creature, about the age of forty, with a long 
withered vifage, very much refembling that of a ba- 
boon, through the upper part of which, two little 
grey eyes peeped : Hei wore his own hair in a queue 
that reached to his rump, wTiich immoderate length, 
1 fuppofe, w!as the'occafioft of a baldnefs that ap- 
peared on the crown of his Tiead, when he deigned 
to take off his hat^; which was very much or the 
fize and cock'of Piftol's.— Having laid afide his great 
coat, I could not help admidng the extraordinary 
mak^ of this tnan of \<rar : ^e was abdut five feet 
and three inches high, fixte^n inches of which werit 
tb his face ahd long fcraggy neck ': his thighs were 
about fix, inches in length, his legs refembling fpindles 
or drum-fticks, two feet and an half, and his body» 
which put tnc in mind of extenfibn without fub- 
ftance, cngrofled the remainder ; — fo that on the 
whole, he appeared like a fpider or gra (hopper ereff, 
— and was almoft a vox W preter^a nthiL-^-^ — His drefs 
confifted pi a frock of what is called bear-fkin, the 
fkirts of which were about half a foot 'long, an Huf- 
far waiftcoat, fcarlet breeches reaching half way 
. down his thigh, worfted ftockings rolled up almoft 
to his groin, and (hoes with wooden heels at leaft 
two inches high ; he cariied a fword very near as 
long as himfelf in one hand, and with the oth^r con- 
duced his lady, who feemed to be a woman of his 
own age, and ftill retained fome remains of an agree- 
able 
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able perfcHi ; but to rkticulonfly alTeAed, that had I 
not |»CB a novke in the worlfl, I might have eafily 
perceiiped in her the deplorable vanity andfccond- 
hand airs of a lady's womaa.— Wc were all affcmbled 
in the kitchen, when captam Wcazle <for that was his 
name) defired a room vHth a fire for himfelf and 
fpoufe; aod told the landlord, they would fup bj 
themfelves*— -The innkeeper replied, that he could 
not affinrd them a room by themfelves ; and as for fup- 
jrnig, he had prep^ed visuals for the paflfengers im 
the waggon, without refpeA of perfons, but if be 
could prevail on the reft to let him have his choice 
in a ftparat0ta>aoner, he (hould be very well pleafed. 
This yfzt no fponer hld^ than all of us declared 
againft the propofal, and mifs Jenny (bur other 
female pafleoger) obferved, that if captain Weazet 
and his lady had a mind to fup by themfelves, 
'they might waii^ until we (honid have done. —At this 
Jiiint the captain put oaa martial frown and looked vcrf 
b^/' without fpeakiogs while bis yokefellow, with 
41 difdainful tofs of her nofe, muttered foiQething 
About '* Creature;"-- which mife Jeninr over^bear- 
U^ ftept up to her, faying, ^^ None of your names* 
*V good Mrs. Abigail;— creature quotha, -^I'll affure 
** you ;^np fuch creature as you neither^— no tci^ 
•* pouod fn^aker— ^ qualhy coupler." — Here the 
xapt^in iaterp<^<^d, with a ^^ Pamme, madam, what 
**, d'ye jncan'by that?** — *' Damn you. Sir, who are 
^* you ? (fq>lied mife Jenny) who made you a cap,- 
.*' tain, you pi.tifu], treocher-fcraping, pimping cur- 
<* ler ?— 'Sdeath ! the army is come to a fine pa&, 
•^ when fuch fellows as you get cprnmi/Gons — What, 
^*- I ftippofe you think I doq't know yot??-^Agad, 
** you and your helpmate are well met,-r-:a^ qaflt-off 
•• miftrefs, and a bald wAr/ d/ chambre are well yol^edi 
♦* together." " BJood aad wounds ^ (cried Weazelj; 
<* d'ye queftipn the honour of my wife, madam ?— 
•* J3^U aijtddamnatioi^! Np man in England durft 

.'*lajr 
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^< fay fo much.^I would flea hioi, carboiHi^ bioi f 
** Fury aod deftruftion ! I would have his li?«r for 
•* my fupper." — So faying, be drew his fword a&d 
flouriftied with it, to the great terror of Strap : whito 
Mifs Jenny, fnapping her fingers, told Wm, fhc did 
not value his refentment a loule. —In the midft of this 
quarrel, the mafler of the waggon alighted, who ua* 
derftanding the caufe of thedifturbance, and fearing 
the captain and his lady would t^ke umbrage, and 
leave his carriage, was at great pains to have every 
thing made up, which he at laft accomplifhed, and 
we fat down to fupper all together. At bed-time 
we were fhew'd to our apartments : Theiold nfurer, 
Strap and I to one room ; the captain, his wife^ 
and Mifs Jenny to another.— —About midnight, »y 
companion's bowels being difordeted, he got up, kt 
order to go backward ; but in his return, miftakiHg 
one door for another, entered Weazers chamber, and 
without any hefitation went to bed to his wife, who 
was faft afleep ; the captain being at another end of the 
room grophig for fome empty veflfel, in lien of his 
own chamber-pot, which was leaky : As he did not 
perceive Strap coming in, he went towards his own 
bed, after having found a convenience j but ho (bon* 
er did he feel a rough head, covered with a cotton 
night-cap, than it came into his mind, that he had mif- 
taken Mife Jenny's bed inftead of his own, and that the 
head he fdt was that of fome gallant, -with whom flie 
had made an affignation — Full of this conjefturc, 
and fcandalized at the proftitution of hk apartn^nt,' 
he foatched up the veffel he had juft before fiUed^ and 
emptied it at once on the.aftoniihed barber, and his 
own wikf who waking at that indant, br^ke forth 
into lamentable cries, which not only alarmed the 
hufband beyond meafure> but frightned poor Strap 
almoft out of his fenfes; for be verily believed him- 
fclf bewitched •, efpecially when the incenfed captain 
feized him by the throat, with a volley of oath«, 
# aflcing 
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afluQg htm how he durft have the prefumption . to 
attempt the chaftity of his wife. — Poor Strap was fo 
amazed aajl confounded, that he x:ouM fay nothing, 
but— '* I, take God to wunefs fhc's a virgin for 
** me."-^Mrs. W^azel enraged to find herfclf in 
fuch a pickle, through the precipitation of her hiaf- 
handt arofe inherihift, and with the heel of her 
(hoe, which (he found by the bed-fide, belaboured 
the captain's bald patse, tili he roared, ** Murder." — 
** rU teach, you to empty your ftink-pots on me, 
•* (cried Ihe) you pitiful hop o' my thumb coxcomb. 
** What>? 1 warrant you're jealous, you man of lath. 
** Was it for this I cpndefcended to take you to my 

*' bed, you poor, withered faplefs twig V The 

fiafe occaflooed by this adventure, had brought the 
mafter of the waggon and me to the door, where we 
overheard all that puffed, with great fatisfa^ion. In 
the mean .time we were alarmed with the cry of 
** Rape I Murder! Rape!" which mifs Jenny pro- 
iiounced with great vociferation. — " O ! you vile., 
*' abominable old villain, (faid fhe) would you rpb 
** me of my virtue — But I'll be revenged of you, 

.« you old goat! I will! help I for heaven's 

« fake ! help !-I fhall be ravifhed ! ruined ! help !" 

Some fervants of the inn hearing this cry, came 

running up ftairs with lights, and fuch weapons as 
chance afforded ; when we beheld a very diverting 
fcene.— In one corner ftood the poor captain (hiver- 
ing in his fbirt, which was all torn to rags j with 
a woful vifage, fcratched all over by his wife, who 
had by tfiisuSme, wrapt the counterpane about her, 
and fat fobbing on the fide of her bed. — In the other 
end, lay the old ufurer fprawling on mifs Jenpy's bed, 
with his flannel jacket over his diirt, and his tawny 
meagre limbs expofcd to the air ; while (he held him 
faft by the two ears, and loaded him with execrations. 
-—When we aflcfed? what was the matter, fhc affeftdd 
to weep, told us, fbe was afraid that wicked rogue 

had 
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had ruined her in her fleep, and bade as take 
notice of whai .^v5e Ja^,.* for l^clotefldttl to make 
ufe of our evidence againft him. . The poor twnr^tph 
looked like one more . dead diiin alive, and beg^-' 
,ged to be releafed ; a favour which he had no fooncr 
obtained, than he proteded fhe was no woman, but a 
devil incarnate —that (he had firft fedured his flcfh to 
rebel, and then betrayed him. — " Yes, cockatrice 
" (continued he) you know you laid this fnare for me 
" — but you fhan't fucceed — for I will hang'myfclf 
" before you (hall get a farthing of me." — So faying, 
he crawled to his-bwn bed, groaning all the way,— 
We then advanced to the captain, who told us, ** Gen- 
" tlemen, here has been a damn'd miflakc ; but I'll 
" be revenged on him who was the occafion of it.— 
" That Scotchman, who carries the knapfack, (hall 
*' not breathe this vital air another day, if my nanie 
** be WeazeL— My dear, I aflc you ten thoufand 
*' pardons; you are fenfible I could mean no harm 
" to you.'* — ** I know not what you meant (replied 
*^(he fighing) but I know I have got enough to fend 
" me to my grave.'*— At length they were rccon* 
ciled. — The wife was complimented with a (hare of 
mifs Jenny's bed (her own being overflowed) and 
the mafter of the waggon invited Weazel to fleep the 
remaining part of the night with him. I retired to 
mine, where I found Strap mortally afraid, he hav- 
ing dole away in the dark, while the captain and his 
lady were at loigger-heads# 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 

Cap'ain Wezcl cbdlenges Straps wbc declines (be 
combat^^an affair between the captain and nt 

t be ufurer is fain te give mtfs Jenny five 

guineas for a rtleajt'^-'^^we are in danger of 
lojing a meal — tbe bebaviour of ff^eazel^ Jenfrf^ 
and Joey on tbat occafion^^an account of cap- 
tain Weaxel and bis lady — tbe captain* s cou- 
rage tried'^Ifaac^s mirtb at tbe captaitCs ex^ 
pmce. 

NEXT iporiuQg, I agreed to give the inaAer of 
the waggon ten (hillings for my pafTage to 
London, provided Strap (houid be allowed to tak,e 
my f lace when I fliould be difpofed to walk. — At 
the fame time I defired him to appeafe the inccnfed 
captain, who had entered the kitchen, with a drawn 
fword in his hand, and threatened with many 
oath$, to faciifice t^e villain who attempted to 
violate his bed ; but it was to no purpofe for the 
snafter to explain the miftake, and aflfure him of the 
poor lad s innocence) who ftood trembling behind 
me nil the while : the more fubmiifion that appeared 
in Strap, the more implacable feemed the refeqtment 
of Weazel, who fwore he muft either fight him, or 
he would inftantly put him to death. I was extremely 
provoked at this infolence, and told him, it could 
not be fnppofed that a poor barber lad would engage 
a man of the fword at his own weapon y but I was 
perfuaded he would wreftle or box with him. To 
wiiich propofal Strap immediately gave aflent, by 

faying* be would box with him for a guinea. 

Weazel replied with a look of difdain, that it was be- 
neath 
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&eath any gentleman of his chara<a:er to fight like a 
porter, or even to put himfelf on a footing, in tay 
refpedl,. with fuch a fellow as Strap. — '* Odds bodi- 
*^ kins ! (cries Joey) fure coptain, yaw would not 
** coonjmit moorder I Here's a poor lad that is will- 
** ing to make atoon«ment for his oiFeiice ; add an 
** that woan't fatisfie yaw, ofFers to fight yaw fairly. 
** — And yaw woan't box, I dare fay, he will coodgel 
*' with yaw,— Woan*t yaw, my lad ?*' — Strap, after 
fome heiitation, anfwered, *' Ye — yes, I'll cudgel 
" with him." — ^But this expedient being alfo rejected 
by the captain, I began to fmell his charadfer, and 
tipping Strap the wink, told the company that I 
had always heard it faid, the perfon who receives a 
challenge ihould have the choice of the weapons ; 
this therefore being the rule in point of honour, I 
would venture to promife pn the head of my compa- 
nion, that he would even fight captain Weasel at 
(harps ; but it fhould be with fuch (harps as Strap 
was beft acquainted with, namely razors. — At my 
mentioning raiiors, I could perceive the captain's 
colour change, while Strap, pulling me by the lleeve, 
whifper'd with ^reat eagernefs ; '' No, uo, no j 
** for the love of God, don't make any fuch bar- 
•^ gain/' — At length Weazel, recovering himfelfj^ 
turned towards me, and» with a ferocious counte- 
nance, afked ** Who the devil are yau ? — will you 
•' fight me ?'* With thefe words, putting himfelf in a 
pofture, I was grievoufly alarmed at feeing the point. 
df a Iword within half a foot of my breaft ; and 
fringing to one fide, fnatched up a fpit that flood in 
the chimney-corner, with which I kept my formida- 
ble adverfary at bay, who made a great mdny half- 
Jonges, flcipping backward at every pu(h, till at laft 
I pinned him up in a corner, to the no fmall diver- 
fion of the company. While he Was in thl5 fitua- 
tion, his wife entered, and feeing her hufband in 
thefe dangerous circumftances, uttered a dreadful 
Vol. L & krcava ; 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



7^. The Adventures oP 

fcreaib: In this emergency, Weazcl demanded a 
ceflation, which was immediately granted; and 'at 
laft was contented with the fubrtiiflion of Strap, who 
falling on his knees before him, protefled the inno- 
cence of his intention, and afked pardon for the mif- • 
take he had committed. This affair being ended 
without bloodftied, we went to breakfaft, but miffed 
two of our company, namely, mifs Jenny and the 
ufuren , As for the firft, Mrs. Weazel informed us,' 
that flie had kept her awake all night with her groans f^ 
and that when (he rofe in the morning, inifs Jenny 
was fo much indifpofed, that {he could not proceed 
on her journey. At that inftarit, a meflage came 
from her to the mafter of the waggon, who imme- 
diately went into her chamber, followed by us all. 
She told him, in a lamentable tone, that {he was afraid 
of a mifcarriage, owing to the fright {he received laft 
night, from the brutality of Ifaac ; and as the event 
was uncertain, de{ired the ufurer might be detained 
to anfwer for the confequence. Accordingly, this an- 
cient Tarquin was found in the waggon, whither hc: 
had retired to avoid the {hame of laft night's difgcace,. 
and brought by force into her prefence. He no foon- 
er appeared, than {he began to weep and figh moft> 
piteoufly, and told us, if {he died, {lie would leavo 
her blood upon the head of that raviftier. Poor Ifaac 
turned up his eyes and hands to heaven, prayed that 
God would deliver him from the machinations of that 
Jezabel ; and affured us, with tears in his eyes, that his- 
being found in bed with her, was the refult of her 
own invitation. The waggoner, underftanding the 
cafe, advifed Ifaac to make it up, by giving her a fum 
of money : to which advice he replied with great 
vehemence, ** A fum of money! — a halter for the; 
** cocatrice !"— *^ O! 'tis very well (faid mifs Jen- 
«* ny :) I fee it is in vain to attempt that flinty heart; 
*^ of his, by fair means; — Joey, be fo gopd as tp go- 
** to the juftice, and tell him there is a fiek perfoo. 
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** here; who wants to fee him on an affair of con-. 
" fequence**' — At the name of Juftice, Ifaac trem- . 
bled, and, bidding Joey ftay, aflced with a quavering . 
voice " what (he would have ?" She told him, that 
as he had not perpetrated his wicked purpofe, flie 
would be fatisfied with a fmall matter,— And though 
the damage (he might fuftain in her health, might 
b,e irreparable, (he would give him a releafe for an > 
hundred guineas. — ** An hundred guineas ! (cried he 
*** in an extacy :) an hundred furies !— Where ftiould a 
' ** poor old wretch like me, have an hundred guineas ? , 
. " If I had fo much money, d'ye think I ihould be . 
** found travelling in a waggon, at this feafon of the .. 
" year?" — "'Come, coi^e* (replied Jenny:) None,. 
**■ of your mifedy artifice herei— You think I don't , 
, *' know Ifaac Rapine, ihe money-broker in the. 
* ** Minories.— -Ah j you old rogue! many a pawn 
** have you had of me and my acquaintance, which 
** was never redeemed.*'— Ifaac finding it was in vain 
to difguife himfelf,. offered twenty (hillings for a dif- 
charge, which (he abfqlutely refufed ' under fifty 
■ pounds : At lafl, however, (he was brought down 
^to five, which he paid, with great reludlancy, rather 
*than be profecuted for a rape. After which accom- 
modation the fick perfon made ftiift to get into the 
waggon, and v^e fet forwards in great tranquillity. 
Strap being accpnvhodated with Joey's horfe, the , 
driver himfelf choofing to walk. — This n;iorning and , 
forenoon we were entertained with an account of the 
valour of captain We'azel, who told us he had once 
knocked down a foldier that made game of him ; ^ 
tweaked a drawer by the nofe, who found fault with 
his picking his teeth with a fork, at another time ; and 
that he had, m9reover challenged a cheefe-monger, 
who had the prefurnption to be his rival : — ^for the 
truth of which exploit^ he appealed to his wife. — ^She 
confirmed, whatever he, faid, and obferved ** the lafl: 
*' affair happened ihat, very day on which I received a 
t , : E i " « love. " 
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** love htter from fquire Gobble; and don't you 
** remember, my dear, I was prodigiouily fiek that 
** very night with eating ortolans, when my lord 
'* Diddle took notice of my complexion's being al- 
*♦ tered, and my lady was fo alarmed, that fhe had 
*^ well-nigh fainted." — " Yes, my dear (replied 
*' the captain) you know, my lord faid to me, with 

♦* a fneer, " Billy, Mrs. Weazel is certainly 

**^ br.eedlng." — And T anfwered cavalierly, ** My 
*^ lord, I wi(h I could return the compliment." — ^ 
** Upon which the whole company broke out into an . 
*' immoderate fit of laughter ; and my lord, who 
*^ loves a repartee ddarly, came roimd and bulled 
•*" me." — ^ — We tr^aVelted in this manner five days, 
without interruption, or meeting any thing worth no- 
tice: Mifs Jenny (who foon recovered her fpirits) 
entertaining us every day with diverting fongs, of 
which ihe could fing a great number ; and rallying 
her old gallant, who'notwithftanding would never be 
reconciled to her. — On the fixth day, while we were 
about to fit dpwn to dinner, the ion-keeper came and 
told us, that three gentlemen, juft arrived, had or- 
dered the viftuals to be carried to their apartment, 
flliho' he had informed them that they were befpoke 
by the pafiengers in the waggon. To which inform- 
ation they had replied, ** The palTengers in the wag- 
«• gon might be damned, — their betters mull be ferved 
** before them, — they fuppoied it would be no hard- 
" fhip on fuch travellers to dine upon bread and 
•* cheefe for one day." — This was a terrible difap- 
pointmerit to us all ; and we laid our heads together 
how to remedy it ; when mifs Jenny obfeirved that 
captain WeaZel, being by profeflion a foldier, ought 
in this cafe to proteft ^,nd prevent us from b^'i^g in- 
fulted.- — But niie captain ekcQfcd"himfelf, faying, he 
would not for all the world be known to have travel- 
led in a waggon.; fweariiig at the fame time, that 
^oi^ld he appear with honour, tjiey ihould eat his 
4. fword 
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/word foooer than hrs provifiett.^ — Upon this decla-^ 
ration, mifs Jenny fnatcbin^ his weapon, drew it, 
and ran immediately into the kitchen, where (he 
threatned to put the cook to death if he did not fend 
the vi^luals into our chamber immediately. — The 
Doife (he made, brought the three ftrangers down^ 
one of whom no fooner perceived her, than he cried, 
*' Ha ^ Jenny Ram per ! what the devil brought the^ 
«« hither?" — ' My dear Jack Rattle ! (replied (he, 
**. running into his arm§) is it you ? — -Then Weazel 
** may go to hell for a dinner —I (hall dine with you.*^ 
—They conlented to, this propofal with a great deal 
of joy ; and we were on the point of being reduced 
to a very uncomfortable meal, when Joey underfland* 
iftg the whole affair, entered the kitchen with a pitch- 
fork in his hand* and fwore he would be the death o£ 
any man .who (hQ^U pretend to feize the viftualsprc* 
pared for the waggofi'* — Thfe i»eaace had like to hav« 
produced fatal confequenc^s ; th« three ftrangers 
drawing their fwords, and being joined by their fer^ 
vants, and we ranging ourfelves on th^ fide of Joey 5. 
when the landlord interpofing, offered to part witb 
his own dinner to keep the peace, which was accept- 
ed by the ftrangers ; and we &t down at table with- 
out any further moleflaiion. In the afternoon, I 
chofe to walk along with Joey, and Strap took my 
place. Having entered into a convex fation^ with thia* 
driver, I foon found him to be a merry, facctiolis, 
good-natured fellow, and withal very arcH»: He in^- 
formed me, that miCs Jenny wi(s a- common girl upon* 
the town, who falling into company with a recruit-- 
ing officer, he carried her down in the ftage-coach 
from London to Newcaf^le^ where he had been 
arretted for debt, andr was now in prifon ; uponi 
which (he was fain to^ return to her former way 
of life, by this conveyance; He toW me Hke- 
wife, that oiie of the gentlemen's fervams^, whom' 
we left at the inn^ having accidentally feea 
Weazel,, immediately knew him,, and- acquainted* 
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Joey with fome particulars of his charaftcr. Thafc 
he had ferved my lord Frizzle in quality of valet de 
chambre many years ; while he lived, feparate from 
his lady : But upon their reconciliation, (he e3tprefly 
infifted upon Weazel's being turned oS^ as well as 
the woman he kept : when his lordlhip, to get lid of 
them both with a g6od grace, propofed that he fliould 
jnarry his miftrefs, and he would procure a com- 
miilion for him in the army: This expedient was 
agreed to, and Weazel i^ now, by his lord (hip's in-- 
tereftj enfign in — — 's regiment. I found he and I 
had the fame- fenti men ts with regard to Weazel's cou« 
. X2ig^^ which we refolved to put to the trial, by alarming 
4he paflfengers with the cry of,." an highwayman !" .. 
as foon as an horfeman (hould appears This fchemc 
'we put in pra<5!ice towards the dtrfk; whdn we de- 
fcried a m^n bn tiorfebac^i appj^^aching us. Joey 
had' no fooner fctimat€"d=t^ ihe-piople in the waggoril 
that he was aftaid we' ftioiJld be all robbed, than i 
general confternatipn arofe : Strap jtimped 'but of -the 
waggon iind- hid hrmfelf behind a hedge. ' T4ie «furef 
put'forth ejaculation?, ^d made a rtfftling^mong th6 
ftraw, which mude, '^06 <jonje(5iure 4ie'h«id-hidf(taie* 
thing undfef i ic.'/ )Mvk Wefeel wrfiiglog her hand^j 
tttereddamdtitabfe Cities v ffudthe'^sfprain; to our great 
amazement, begab to fliore ; but this artifice did not 
fucceed ; for Mifs Jenny, (baking him by the (houlr 
rfer, bawrd out, '* 'Sdeath ! captain, is this a t4m« 
^' to fnore,! when we are going to be 'robbed?—*- Get 
*' op for (hame, andbehave like a foldiferand'a man 
*^' of honour*"— Weazel pretended to be in^a great 
pafiSon for being difturbed, and fwore he would have 
his nap out if all the highwaymen in England far- 
rounded him — " D " n my blood ! what are you 
♦' afraid of?" (continued he ;) at the fame time trem- 
bling with fuch agitation, that the whole carriage 
fhook. — This fingular piece of behaviour incenfed 
Mifs Rampcrfo much, that ihe cried " D— n 3'our 
• . . ' pitifuJ 
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*' pitiful foul, you are as arrant a poltroon as evcf 
** was drumrfied out of a regiment.— Stop the wag!* 
** gon, Joey— let me get out, and by G — d, if I 
*' have rhetorick enough, the t|;iief (hall not only 
*' take your purfe, but your ikin alfo." — So laying, 
fhe leapt out with great agility. By this time th« 
-horfeman came up with us, and happened to be a 
gentleman's fervant well known to Joey, who com* 
municated the fchetne, and defired htm to carry it on 
a little further, by going up to the waggon, and 
<}ueftioniog thofe within. The ftranger confcnting 
for the fake of diverfion, ap'proached it, and in a ter- 
rible ' tone, demanded, *' who have we got here ?'* 
— Ifaac replied, with a lamentable voice, '*' Here's a 
*' poor mife^able finner, who has got a fmall family 
** to maintain, and nothing in the world wherewith* 
'•' all, but thefe -fifteen fhulings, which if you, rob 
•* me of, we muft all ftarve together." — ** Who's 
»* that fobbing in the other 'corner V* (faid the fup* 
pofcd highwayman.) ** A poor unfortunate woman-, 
*♦ (anfwered Mrs. Weazel) upont. whom. I beg you 
?♦ for.XShrift^s fake to have cbmpaffion."--** Arc 
** yob maid 0*- wife!?" (faJd he.) if^Wife, to my for? 
-•/^dw/'* '(cried fhe.)^-*" Who,' qt where i^-yotit 
<' hufband'P' (continued he.)— "My hufband' (re-^ 
•* plied Mrs. Weazel) is an officer in the army, and 
^* was left fick at the laft inn where we dined."— 
** You muft be miftaken, madam, (faid he) for I 
*• myfelf faw him get into the waggon thi$^ afternoon j 
•^ —But pray what fmell is that ? Sure your lap-dc^ 
** has befouled himfelf; — ^let me catch hold of the 
<* nafly cnr. Til teach him better manners." — ^Here 
he laid hold of one of Weazel's legs, and pulled him 
out from under his wife's petticoats, where he had 
concealed himfelf. — The poor trembling captain be- 
ing detedled in this inglorious fituation, rubbed his- 
eyes, and affefting to wake out of fleep, cried, 

»* What's the matter ? What's the matter ?— " 

E 4 , « The 
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«* Thcirtattcr is not much, (anfwcred the horiemanj 
** I only called in to enquire after your health, and 
** fo adreu, moft noble captain." — So faying^ he clap- 
ped fpurs to his horfe, and was out of fight in a mo- 
ment. — It was fome time before Weazel could re- 
colleft himfelf, but at length, re-affumiug the big 
look, he faid, *' Damii the fellow ! why did he ride 
** away, before I had time to aflc him how his lord 
*' and lady do?— -Don't you remember Tom, my 
♦* dear?" addreffing himfelf to his wife. — ** Yes, 
*' (replied (he) I think I do remember fomething of 
*' the fellow,— but you know I feldom converfe with 
** people of his ftatioh/'— " Heyday! (cried Joey) 
** do yaw knaw the young mon, coptain V* — *• Know 
*• him, (faid Weazel) many a time has he filled a 
«* glafs of Burgundy for me, at my lord Trippet's 
*• table."—** And what may his neame be, coptain V* 
(faid Joey;) ** His name ! — his name (replied \^jiBazel) 
*« is Tom Rinfer." — ** Waunds ! (cried Joey) a has 
** changed his own neame then 1 for Tfe lay any wa- 
** ger he was chriftened John Trotter." — This ob- 
fervation raifed a laugh againft the captain, who 
feem^d very much t di^oncertedi when I&ae broke 
filectce, and faid, <* It is no matter who or whac he 
♦* was, fince he has not proved the robber we fuf- 
** pefted— i-And we ought to blefs God for our nar- 
« row efcape." — ** Blefs God^ (faid Weazel) blefs the 
<* devil f for what .^ had, he been a highwayman, I 
♦* fliould havexeac bis blood, body and guts, before 
*• he had robbed me, or any one in this HUigince,^* 
*« Ha, ha, -ha! (cried Mifs Jenny) I believe you will 
** eat all you kill indeed, captain.-' — ^The ufurer was 
fo M'ell pl^afed at the event of this adventure, that 
he could not refrain from being fevere, and took no- 
tite that capraia Weazel feemed to be a good Chrif* 
lian, for he had armed himfelf with patience and re- 
signation, inflead of cai^nal weapons ; and worked 
out his falvaiioa witb fear and trembling. THisipicc^ 
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of fatFre occafioned a great deal of mirth at Weazel's- 
^pence, who muttered a great many. oaths, and 
rhreatned to cut Ifaac's throat. — ^The ufurer taking* 
hold of this menace, faid, " Gentlemen and lidies, r. 
•* take you all towitnefs, that my life is in danger 
« from this bloody-minded officer, — ^1*11 have him* 
** bound: over to the peace." This fecond fneer pro- 
eured another laugh againft him, and he remainedi 
Greft-falknduring the remaining part of our journey. 



C H A P. XIIT. 

Sipap and I are terrified by an apparilioH' ■ ■ 

Straps s canJeSure- iJbe myjiery explained by^ 

Joey —we arrive at London our drefs 

an^ appearance dejcribcd tw, ar^ infuUedl 

in the fireet — -^n adt)enture in anak-boufe' 

ive dre impo[ed upon by a waggiflo foct-- 

man — r-fet to rights hy a tobacconiji- tak^' 

lodgings — — dive- for a dinner aH^ accident 

at our. ordinary. 

WE arrived at ourihtt, fdpped and went'tobed";- 
but Strap's diftemper continuing he was ob- 
liged td rife ih the middle of tlie night, and taking: 
the cancHcib his handv which he had left burning for. 
the put-pofe, he went down to the houfeof office,, 
whence inafhorttime he returned in a great hurry,, 
with his hair Handing on end^ andii lookvbetokening; 
horror and aftoniihrnent; Without fpeaking a- word, . 
he fet down the light and jumped mto'bed behind me,, 
where he lay and trembled \vith great violences When ' 
I aBcedliim what was the mater? he replied with a'i 
brokcp accent J ** God have, mercy on us ! I have feea> 
•* the devil/^-^Though: my prejudice was- not quite - 
fo firongas his, I was not a little alarmed at tliis ex-; 
^matioo, aad nnich more fo, when 1 h^^ the found^ 
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of hells approaching our chamber, and felt my bed* 
fellow cling clofe to me, uttering thefe words, ** Chrift 
" have mercy upoa us ! there he comes/' — At that 
inftant, a monllroqs overgrown raven entered pur 
chamber,; with bells at |iis feet, arj^ made dire<Sly' 
towards our bed. — As this creature is reckoo^d in our 
country, a common vehicle for the d<Bvil and witches 
to play their pranks in > I verily believed we were 
haunted; and in a violent fright, (hrunk under the 
bed cloaths. This terrible apparition leapt upon the 
bed, an4 after giving us feveral fevere dabbs with Iti 
beak through the blankets, hopped away and vanifli- 
ed. Strap and i recommended ourfdves^to the pro* 
tcftion of heaven with great devotion, and when we 
DO longer heard the noife, venttired to peep up and 
take breath. But we had not been long freed from this 
phantom, when another appeared that had \vell nigh 
deprived us both of our fenfes.. We perceived an old 
man enter the room, with a long white beard that 
reached to his middle; there was a certain wild pecu- 
liarity in his eyes and countenance, that did^hot favour 
of this world : and his drefs confifted of a brown. fluff 
coat, buttoned behind and at the wrifts, with an odd 
fafhioned cap of thef^me fluff upon his head*— I was- 
fo amazed that I had not power, tp move my eyes 
from fuch a ghaftly objeft, but jajf , mptipnlc^ an^^ 
few him comeftraightup to mei:;yfhenhej reached the^ 
bed he wrung his Hands, and cried witfi a voice that 
did not feem to belong to a hum^ji creature, *' Where^ 
** is Ralph?*— itnaoe no reply; upon which he re-* 
peated In an- accent ilill more preternatural ; «' .Wherpf 
*' is Ralpho ?"riHc had no Qx^ji^r proaounpei^ ^ef^. 
words, than I Kpard .the found of t,^e;. bells ^at;^, 
diftance ; wJiich tl>e ^p^arition havipg, lji^p€4/to,i 
tript away, and left me almofl petrifijed with rear. It 
was a gopd while before I qould, rpcpver myfelf fo- 
far as to* <pcak : and when at length I turne4 t(^: 
Strap, l&^^Jimm^^ ,^try^^h^9yf^^f^^MMS^ 
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laft long.-r-When he came to himfelf, I aflccd his 
opinion of what had happened ; and he aflured ibc' 
that the firft muft certainly be the foul of fome perfoa 
damned, which appeared by the chains about its legs 
(for his fears had magnified the creature to the bignefs 
of a horfe, and the found of fmall morrice bells to the 
clanking of mafly chains.) — As for tjie old man, he- 
tbokit to be the fpirit of fomebody murdered long; 
ago in this place, which had power granted it to' tor- 
ment the aflafTm in the (hape of a raven^ and that 
Ralpho was the name of the faid murderer.r- Although.' 
1 had not much faith in this interpretation, I was tpo' 
much troubled to enjoy any fleep ; and ih all my future^ 
adventures never pafled a night fo ill. — ^In the morn- 
ing. Strap imparted the whole affair to Joey, who^ 
after an immoderate fit of laughter, explained the 
matter, by telling him the old man was the. landlord's- 
father, who had been an idiot fonre years, and divert- 
ed himfelf with a tame raven, which, it feems, hacL 
hopped away from, his apartment in the night, and; 
induced hirato follow it to our chamber, where he* 
had enquired after it, under the name of Ralpho. 

Nothing remarkaWe happened during the remain* 
ing part of our journey, which continued fix or (even: 
•days longer: At length we entered the great city, 
and lodged all night at the inn where the- waggon* 
J)ut up. — Next morning, all the pafTengers parted 
different w^ys; While toy companion and I falliccJ 
out to enquire for the member of parliament, to 
whom I had a letter of recommendation from Mr. 
Crab. As we hai difcharged our lodging a4:'the 
fnn, Strap' tpok'upouf Baggage, and marched bchincf 
me in theAreet with 'the knapfack on his back, as 
tfnal,fo that we made a Very whiiiiTical appearance.-*- 
r had dreffed myfttf tothe greateft advantage ; thaf 
Is, put on a c^eanr, ruffled ftirt, and my Beftthtead. 
ftockiflgY' ^y h^ii^ (^hich was of the dtepelV-'red} 
^acfg doW u]3QC[ mv flioutd^r^, as lank and^ ITreigh^ 
i(s^l|r(5iinii^tf 'caaiSlerr a^idUhe Ikirts^of- my cdafc 
i*'oa £ ^ Digitized by doogj-^ached*. 
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reached to the middle of my leg 5 my waiftcoat and 
breeches were of the fame piece, and cut in the fame 
tafte ; and my hat very much refembled a barber's ba- 
fon, in the ftiallownefs of the crown and narrownefs of 
the brims. Strap was habited in a much lefs aukward ' 
manner j but a Hiort crop-eared wig that very much 
refembled Scrub's in the play, and the knapfack oa 
his back, added, to what is called a queer phiz^ occa- 
fioned by a long chin, an hook nofe and high cheek 
bones, rendered him on the whole a very fit fubjeft of 
mirth and pleafantry. As we >valked along, Strap^ 
at my defire,, enquired of a carman whom we |mct, 
whereabouts Mr. Cringer lived ; — and was anfwereJ 
by a flare accompanied with the word; ** Anan !'* 
Upon which I came up, in order to explain the quef- 
tion, but had the misfortune to be unintelligible 
Jikewife, the carman damning us for a loufy Scotch 
guard, and whipping his horfes with a " Gee ho V* 
which nettled me to the quick, and roufed the indig- 
nation of Strap fo far, that after the fellow was gone 
a good way, he told me he would fight him for a far- 
thing. — ^While we weie deliberating upon what wasta 
be done, an hackney cpachman driving foftly along, 
and perceiving us (landing by the kennel, came up^ 
clofs to us, and calling, "A coach, inafter K' by a* 
dexterous management of the reins, made his horfes 
flumhle in the wet^, and bedaub us all over with mud« 
—After which exploit he drove on, applauding him- 
felf with a hearty laugh, in which feveral-people joined, 
to my great mortification > but one more compafEon*- 
ate than the reft, feeing us ftrangers, advifed me to 
^o into an ale-houfe, and dry myfelf. I thanked him 
or his advice, which I immediately complied with ; 
and going into the houfe he pointed out, called for a 
pot of beer, and fat down by a fire in the public room, 
where we cleaned ourfelves as well as we could. — In 
the naean time, a wag who fat ia a box* fmoaking 
his pipe, underftanding by our dialeft that we were 
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from Sc6tland, rame up to mc, and, with a grava 
Gotmtenance, aflccd how long I had been caught ^ 
As I did not know thje meaning of this qucftion, I 
made no anfwer ; and he went on, faying, it coulcf 
not be a great while, for my tail was not yet cut ; at 
the fame time taking hold of my hair, and tipping 
the wink to the reft of the company, which feemcd 
highly entertained with hfis wit. — ^I was incenfcd 
at this ufage, but afraid of refenting it, becaufe I 
happened to be in a ftrange place, and per<ieived the 
perion who fpoke to me, was a brawny fellow, for 
whom I thought myfeif by ho means a match. How* 
ever, Strap having either more courage or lefs caution, 
could not put up with the infiilts that IfufFercd ; but 
told him in a peremptory tone, **^He was an uncivil ' 

•* fellow, for making fa free with his betters.** . 

Then the wit going toward him, aflted. What 
he had -got in his knapfack ? ** Is it oat-meal or 
brimftone, Sawney V (faid he) feizing him by the 
chin, which he fhook to the inexpre/Iible diverfion. 
of all prefent. — My companion feeling himfelf affault- 
cd in fuch an opprobrious manner, difengaged him- 
felf in a trice, and lent his antagonift fuch a box on 
the ear, as made him ftagger to the othier fide of the 
room ; and in a moment, a ring was formed for the 
combatants.— Seeing Strap beginning to ftrip, and 
my blood being heated with indignation, which ba- 
nifhed all other thoughts, I undrefTed myfeif to the 
fkiti in an inftant, and declared, that as the affront 
that oceafioned the quarrel was diFered to me, I 
would fi^ht it out myfeif; upon which one or two 
cried out, ** That's a brave Sdotch boy ; you fhall 
•* have fair play, by G— d." This aflurance gave mc 
frefh fpirits, and going up to my adverfary, who by his 
pale countenance did not feem much inclined to the 
battle, I f\rucH him fo hard on the ftomach that he 
reeled over a bench, and fell to the ground. Then I 
uttempted to keep him down, ia order to improve my 
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fiu:cef% according to the manner of my own country r 
but was reftrained by the fpeftatqrs, one of whom 
endeavoured to raife up my opponent, but in vain ; 
for he protefted he would oot fight, for he was not 
quite recovered of a late illnefs. — I was very well 

J)ieafed with this excufe, and immediately drefled my- 
elf, having acquired the good opinion of the com- 
pany for my bravery, as well as of my comrade Strap, 
who (hook me by the hand, and wifhed me joy of the 
viftory. — After having, drank our pot, and drif d our 
cloaths, we enquired of the landlord if he knew Mr. 
Cringer the member of parliament, and were amazed 
at his replying in the negative j for we imagined, he 
inuft be altogether as confpicuous here, as in the bo- 
rough he reprefented ; but he told us we might poC* 
libly hear of him as we pajfTed along. — We betook our- 
felves therefore t^ the ftree't, where, feeing a footman- 
J(landing at a door, we made up to him, and afked i£ 
lit knew where our patron lived ? — This member oi 
the party- coloured fraternity, furvcying us both very 
minutely, faid he knew Mr. Cringer very well, and 
bade us turn down the firft ftrcet on our left, then turn 
to the right, and then to the left again, after which per- 
ambulation we y^ould obferve a lane, through which 
we muft pafs, and at the other end .we fliould find aa 
alley- that leads to; another ftreet, where we (hould fee; 
the fign of the Tbiftle and three Pedlaf s, and there he 
ipdged. — We, thanked him for his information, and 
went forwards,. Strap telling qie, that he knew this per^ 
(on, to be an hopefl^ friendly inan by Ws countenance, 
|)eforehe opened bif.mo^th ; in which opmipal acqui? 
^fccd, afjcrjtjing bis good manners to the company he 
^aily fa>«r. In the houfe wher^.he %vedi We Follow- 
ed his diiedUons. punftually, in turning to the -left 
and pq tlx^ right, and to the left again j ,but inftead of 
feciog a lane before ua, found ourfejtve^ at^the fide of 
Uic reiver, a circ^^lft^ancp thatjpp-plexe^-Us'iiora'iIiilJ^; 
^ni pj fcllpw tr^ifeUei; yen^re^ Xo pro^^iyxce^ t!^ we 
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tad certainly mifled our way.— ^By this tiipe tve were 
pretty much fatigued with our walk, and not know-- 
ing how to proceed,' I went into a fm^ll fnnfF-ftiop* 
hard by, encouraged by the figQ f>{ the highlander„ 
where I found to my inexpreilibi^ {atisfeftion, the 
fliop-keeper Avas my count ryman.-^He was no fooner 
kiformed of our peregrination, and the diredions- 
we had received from Jthe footman, thanie informed 
us we had been impofed upon, telling us, Mr. Cringe 
cr lived in the other end of the town y J^nd that it; 
would be to no purpcfe for i^s to go thither to-day^, 
for by that time he was go^e to the Hpuft.-r-I thea 
aflced if hc; could recommendrus to a lodging. He.» 
readily gave iis a line to one of. his acquaintance 
vho kept a, chandler's ihop. not far ftqm, St. Mar- 
tin's Lane ; there we hired a bed-room, up two- 
pair of flairs, at the rate of 2Jf- per week, fo very, 
finall, that jwiieii the /bed was- J^^vdowa, we were 
obliged to carry <>ut: every other piece of. furniture 
that jjelonged to the apartment, and ufe the bedftead* 
by way of chairs* — ^About dinner-time our landlord 
afked us how we propofed to live ? To which interro-, 
gation we atifwered that we would be dire^^ed by him,, 
«' Well then (lays he) there arer two ways of eating.. 
** in jthis town> for people' of youf f:Qi?[d^tion ; the^ 
** one. {nore creditable and expenfive thwi itjbe other ;. 
^'jfhe ^rft, htfk din^ at an* eating- houfc frequented. 
*-' by well drefled pepp}e only; and* the other is, called, 
**. diving, praflifed by thofe wl^o are either obliged or 
«* inclined to live frugal}y."— I gave him fp ui^derftand ; 
that ^provided the laftwas not infamous, , it would £uic^ 
much better, with oi^r circiimftances thap the other.—-*' 
* * Infafl?ous ! (cried be) Qoc^ forbid; there are many ere- - 
*> ditable^people, rich people, ay and fine pepple,! that, 
*^ dive every day. I have feen manya pretty g^ntlemaa. 
V with ^ laced waiftcoat, dine in that mjiqner^ ^^F7, 
^ cqmfp|-^bly for three pence halfpenny, a^^ go after v^ 
i y^^hi to the fioffqe- hgufei. ^he?^ ^e made a^figura • 
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** with the beft l6rd in the land ; — but your own eycs^ 
•* fhall bear witnefs— I will go along with you to-day^ 
** and introduce you^" — He accordingly conduced us 
to a certain lane, where ftoppiag, he bade ns obferve 
him, and do as he did, and walking a few paces, 
dived into a cellar and di&ppeared in an inftant. — i , 
followed his example, and defcending very fuccefsfuUy 
found myfelf in die middle of a cook's fhop, aU 
moft fuffocated with the fleams of boiled beef,- 
and furrounded by a company of hackney-coach- 
meri, tiiai^men, draymen, and a few footmen out 
df place or on board-wages ; who fat eating fhia^ 
cf beef, tripe, cow-heel or faufages, at feparat<r 
boards, covered with cloths, which turned my fto— 
mach.— While I ftood in amaze, -undetermined whe- 
ther to fit down or walk upwards ^gain. Strap in his- 
defcent mtffiogone cfthefteps, tumbled headlong intcv 
this infernal ordinary, and overturned the cook as^ 
flie Carried a porringer of ibup to one of the guefts t 
In her fall, (he da(hed the whble mefs* againft the; 
legs of a drummer belonging ta the foot guards, 
who happened to be in her way, and fcalded him* 
fo miferably that he darted up, and danced up and^ 
down, uttering a -volley of execrations that made 
ihy hair ftand an end. tVhile he entertained the- 
company in this manner, with an eloquence peculiar 
to himfelf, the cook got up, and aftet a hearty curfe: 
on thepoor author c^this mifchance; who lay under 
the table fcratching his rum^' with a woful coirn- 
tfenanee, emptied a falt-feller in. her hand,' and ftrip-f 
ping down the patient's flocking which brought the 
fkin along with it, applied the contents to the fore.-*-^ 
TThis poultice wasfcarce laid on, when the drummer^, 
who had begun to abate of his exclamation, brbkc 
forth into fuch a hideous yell, as made the whole 
company trembie; then feiziri^ a pewter pint-pot 
that flood' by him fqueezed the iides of it together, as if 
it had 'been ma^c of pliant leathery grinding bis ^teeth. 
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at the fame time with a moft horrible grin. Gaeffing 
the caufc of this, violent tranfport, I bade thcwomaa 
wafti off the fait, and bathe the part with oil, which 
Ihe did, and procured him immediate eafe. But here 
another difficulty occured, which was no other thatt 
the landlady's infifting on his paying for the pot he 
had rendered ufelefs. He fwore he would pay for 
nothing but what he had eaten, and bad hier be thank- 
ful for his moderation, or elfe he would profecute 
her for damages. — Strap foreCeeing the whole ^affair 
would lie at bis door, promifed to fatisfy the cook, 
and called for a dram of gin to treat the drummer^ 
which intirely appeafed him, and compofed all ani- 
mofities. After this accommodation, our landlord and 
we fat down at a board, and dined upon fhin o£ beef 
tnoH delicioufly \ our reckoning amounting to tw<^ 
pence halfpenny eacb9 bread and fmall beer included* 

CHAP, XIV. 

fFe vifit Straps s frieiidr--^-^ defcriptiw 0f bifH 
■■ bis advice^-^-^-we go to Mr. Cringet^s 

boufe are denied admittance an ac^, 

cident befals Strap b is bebaviour tbert^ 

upon an extraordinary adventure occurs^ 

in tbe courfe of which I lofe all my money. 

IN the afternoon, my companion propofed to call 
at his friend's houfe, which, we were informed, 
was in the neighbourhood, whither we accordingly 
went, and were fo lucky as to find him at home. 
This gentleman, who had come from Scotland three 
or four years before, kept a fchool in town, where 
he taught the Latin, French and Italian languages %. 
but what he chiefly profcfled was the pronunciation 

of 
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of the Englirti tongue, after a method more fpeedy 
aad uncommon than any praflifed heretofore ; ana 
indeed if his fcholars ipoke like their mafter, the 
latter part of his undertaking was certainly performed 
to a tittle ; for although I could eafily underfland 
tvery word of what I had heard hitherto fmce I en- 
tered England, three parts in fgur of his dialeft were 
Jis unintelligible to me, as if he had fpoke in Arabic 
or Iri(h.— He was a middle-fized man, and /looped 
very much, though not above the age of forty ; his 
face was frightfully pitted with the fmall-pox, and 
his mouth extended from ear to ear. — He wasdrefled 
in' a night-gown of plaid, faftened about his middle 
with a ferjeant's old fafh, and 'a tie perriwig with a 
fore-top three inches high, in the fafhion of king 
Oharles the fecond's reigo.-r-After he had received 
Strap (who was related 16 him) very courteonfly, hi 
enquired of him, who I was: and being informed, 
fe)gk ipe by the hand, telling me, be was at fchool 
with my father. — When he underftood my fituation, 
he aflured me that he wodddome all the fervicc in 
his power, both by his advice and btherwife ; and 
^p^hlk beijk)k.e.thefe wotdsi cycfl me with great .at» 
Icntion, walking rouad rae-feveral tfmes, and. mut- 
tering, •' O Ch~ft ! O Ch— ft ! fat a faight is here ?" 
-^T foon guefled the reafon of his ejaculation, and 
raid, •' I nippofe, Sir, you are not pleafed with my 
<^ drefi." — •* Drefs, (anfwered he) you may caal it 
** fat»you pleaie in your cofintry, but 1 vaw to Gad, 
** *tis a mafquerade here. — No chriftian will admit 
f* fuch' a figure into his hawfe.' — — Upon tny confct- 
*Vence ! I wonder the do^s did not hunt you. — Did 
** you pafs through St« James's market ?— God blefs 
** my eye-faight !' you look like a cou fin- germ aa of 

«*'Ouran Oniiang." 1 began to be a little ferious at 

this difconrfe, and afkcd him, if he thought I fhould 
pbtain entrance to-morrow at the houfe of Mr. Crin- 
gcr, on whou? I chiefly depended, for an introduftion 

into 
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into buCnefs.— ** Mr. Cringer, Mr. Cringcr (repKed 
^* he, fcratching his cheek) may be a very hoDeft 
*' gentleman-I know nothing to the contrary j but is 
** your fole dependance upon him ? Who recom- 
** mended you to him ?"-— I pulled out Mr. Crab's 
letter, and told him the foundation of my hopes ; at 
which he flared at me, and repeated, ** Ch—ft!" 
^— I began to conceive bad omens from this behavi- 
our of bis V and begged, he ^ould aflifl: me with his 
advice ; which he promifedto give very frankly ; and 
as a fpecimed, dire<S:ed us to a perriwig ware-hoofe, 
in the neighbourhood, in order to be accommodated ; 
laying ftrong injun^ions on me- not to appear be- 
fore Mr. Cringcr, till I had parted with thefe carroty 
locks^ which (he faid) were fuificientto beget an an- 
tipathy againft me/in all mankind. And as we were 
^ing to purfue this ^vlce, he called i^ back, and 
bad6mebefufetod€liy€i:my'^lett«rin6o Mjr. Ciiager'^ 
owfi'h^ni* At we walked afoiig,* Sir^p ^lumphed 
greatly^'in our r^cfcption with his friend, who (it 
teems) hadaflbred hItti,'he.'would in- a day;,or .twd 
providefor^bim^ Wi'ttf fome ^obdriiafteD ^and >* ho«i 
t<^{fiy* h^) ^^ou iMllifee >?ow HwiU^ &ti'ja^iryi9ith a 
**' wig,-*Tnbere'e ne'^ir^ bai^lWPia;L©iKiaal^nd that's 
** a bold word) >tm palm a rotten Cftuly or aj peraxy-^ 
^* weight of dead hair upon me."' — And indeed this 
zealous adherent did wrangle fo'ldng with the mer- 
chant^ that he was defired twenty times to kavc .tbo 
fliop, artd'fee if hn couU get piiq ch^per elfewher>e/ 
A* length I made choit^ o^" a goad handfomebobj-for* 
which I paid ten fhillkigs ; arid returned to ourlodg^ 
ing, where Strap; iir a moment, rid me of that hakt 
which had ^iven the fehooUmafter fo much offence. * 
* JV'e got up next day betimes^ having been informed 
that Mr. Cringer gave audience: by candle-light to 
all h}s dependents,' he himfelf being obliged to attend 
the icv^eof my LordTerrier, ^at break of day; be^ 
caufe his lord (hip made one at the miniftec s betweanj 
• c . cighti 
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eight aad nine a ctock — Wpen we came to Mr. Crinr-^ 
ger*s dcx^r. Strap, to give fXiC an inftance of his po> 
liteac;fs, ran to the knock^, which he employed fo 
loud and fo long, th^t he aliarmed the whole ftreet 5 
ai|d a window opening in the fecond ftory of the 
next hpufe, a chamber-pot was difcharged upon hint 
fo fucceftfully, that the poor barber was wet to ih^ 
ikin, while I, being luckily at fome diftance, efcap- 
cd the unfaroury deloge.— In the mean time a foot-r 
naan opening the door^ and feeing no body in the 
flreet but us, a(ked with a ftern countenance, if it 
was I who made fuch a damned noife, and what I 
wanted— I told him Lhad bufinefs with his mafter^ 
whom I defired to fee. Upon which he clapped the 
door in my face, telliog me, I mu;ft learn better man* 
ners before I could have accefs to his mafter. Vexed 
at this difappointment, I turned my refentment a*- 
gainit Strap, whom I fharply reprimanded for hl^ 
prefumption ; but he not in the leaft regarding what 
I iaid) wrung the urine out of his perriwig, and Hft« 
ing up a large ftone, flung it with fuch force againft 
the ftreet dopr of that houfe from whence he had beea 
bedewed, that the l6ck ^tnag way» it flew wide 
open, and he took to his heels, leaviog me to follow 
him as I could.— ^Indeed there was no time for deli- 
beration ; I therefore purfued him with all the fpeed I 
could exert, until we found ourfelves, about the 
d^wn, in a ftreet we did not know. Here, as wje 
wandered aloi^, gaping about, a very decent fort of 
a man, pafling by me, Aopped of a fudden, and took 
vp fomething, which having examined, he turned, 
and prefented it to me with thefe words, " Sir, you 
** have dropt half a crown.'* — I was not a little fur- 
prized at this inftance of honefty, and told him it 
did not belong to mej but he bade me recoUcft, 
and fee if all my money was fafc : upon which I pull-, 
«d out my purfe (fot I had bought one fmce I came 
VQ town) and reckoning; my money in my hand, 
^ which was now reduced to five guineas^ feven fhil- 
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Ifngs and two pence, aflured him I had loft nothing. 

c« — Well then, (fays he) fo much the better, — this 

*^ is Godfend — ^and ks yod two were prefent when I 

** picked it up, you arc entitled to equal (hares with 

** me."^ — I was aftonifhed at tbefe words, and look- 

ed upon this perfon to be a prodigy of integrity, but 

abfolutcly refufed to take any part of the lum.— 

** Gome, gentlemen, (faid he) you are too modeft— • 

^^ I fee you are ftrangcrs — ^but you fhalt give me leave 

** to treat you with a whet this cold raw morning.'* 

— ^I would have declined this invitation, but Strap 

whifpered tome* that the gentleman would beafFront- 

'Cd, and I complied. — " Where (hall we go ? (faid 

*' the ftranger) lam quite ignorant of this part of 

** the town." — I informed him that we were in the 

fame fituation : Upon which he propofed to go into 

the firft public houfe we fliould find open ; and as we 

walked together, he began in this manner : — ** I find 

" by your tongues you are from Scotland, gentle- 

** men. — ^My grandmother by the father's fide^ wat 

*^ of your country, and I am fo prepoflefled in its fa- 

** vour, that I never meet a Scotchman but my heart 

'^^ warms. — The Scots are a very brave people. 

** There is fcarce a great family in the kingdom 

•* that cannot boaft of fome exploits performed by 

'•^ its aaceftors many hundred years ago. — ^There's 

*' your Douglaffes, Gordons, CampSels, Hamil- 

^*^ tons. — We have no fuch ancient families , here 

^* in England.-^Then you are all very well edu- 

** cated — I have known a pedlar talk in Greek 

**and Hebrew, as well as if they had been his 

•* mother tongue — ^And for honefty 1 oilce had 

** a fervant, his name was Gregory Macgregor, 
<* I would have trufted him with untold gold.' * 
This edlogium on my native country, gained my af- 
feOion fo ftrongly, that I believe I could have gone 
to death to ferve the author ; and Strap's eyes fwam 
ia tears. At length, as we paffcd through a dark 

narrow 
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narrow lane; we perceived a public boufe, which wo- 
^ntered; and found a mao fitting by the fire, fmoak*. 
ing a pipe, with a piat of purl before him.— ^ — Our. 
new acquaintance aflced U3, if fever we had drank egg 
flip i To which queftion we anfwering in the negative, 
he aflured us of a regale, and ordered a quart to be 
prepared, calling for pipes and tobacco at the fame 
time. We found this comppiitioa very palatable, 
and drank, heartily; the convcrfatiqn (which was-, 
introduced by the gentlemen) turning, upon the fnares 
that young unexperienced people are expofed to in 

this metropolis He defcribcd a thoufand cheats 

that are daily pradlifed upon the ignorant and uu- - 
wary ; and warned us of them Wjith fo much good- . 
nature and ,<ioncern, that we blefled the , opportunity , 
which tKre.w us in his way.~After we, had put the 
cann about for fome time, our new friend began to 
yawn, telling us he had been up all night with a fick 
perfon ; and propofed we fhould have recourfe to . 
f#me diverfion to keep him awake. — '* Suppofe (faid 
** he) we (h'ould tak^ a hand at whift.for paftime — , 
*« But let m? fee, that wonYdo, there*s only three of. 
*? as; and 1 caiinot play at any other game— The-. 
«' truth is, I feldom or never play, but out of com- * 
** plaifance, or at fuch a time as ,this, when I am in . 
*f danger q{ falling afleep.'* — Although I was not. 
much inclined to gaming, I felt no averfion to pafs ^n , 
hpur or two at cards with a friend; and knowing, 
that Strap/un4erflood as. much of the. matter ps I,. , 
ifliade no fcrupl^ of faying,. **,I wifli wc cobM iind a . 
*' fourth haiid^" While we were ip this perplexity, * 
the perjfon whom.we found in the houfe at our entrance, . 
qver-hearjng our difcpurfe, took the. pipe from his, . 
mouth yery graivelyj and ^ccof^ed us tliv\s,: ** (?entle- , 
•tlmenjrjmy^pjpe is put y,0Q£5?,^(^aking the a.ijies into 




any thing 
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^^feqi^ence." — We accepted his proffer with pleafure ; 
and having cut for partners, it teJi to my lot to play 
with him., againft our friend and Strap, for three 
pence a game.— Wc were fo , fuccefsful, that in a 
fliort time I was half a crown gainer; when the 
gentleman whom we had met in the ftreet obferving, 
he had no luck to-day, propofed to leave off, or. 
change partners. — By this time I was inflamed with 
my good fortune and the expeftaiion of improving 
it, as r perceived the two flrangers play'd but indif-. 
ferently: therefore I voted for giving him his re-, 
venge 5 and cutting again, Strap and I (to our mu- 
tual fatisfaftion) happened to be partners My 

good fortune attended me ftill, and in lefs than aa 
hour, we had got thirty fhillings of their money ;. 
for as they loft, they grew the keener and doubled 
flakes every time. At laft the inconftant goddefs. 
began to veer about, and we were very foon ftript 
pf all our gains, and about forty (hillings of our 
owrt money. . This lofs mortified me extremely, and. 
had a vifible effeft on the mufcles of Strap's face, 
which lengthened apace; ,but our antagonifts per- 
ceiving our condition, kindly permitted us to re*" 
trieve our lofs^ and confole ourfelves with a new 
acquifition. Then my companion wifely fuggefled 
it was time to be gone ; upon which the perfon who, 
had joined us in the houfe began to curfe the cards ;» 
and muttered that we were indebted to .fortune only, 
for what we had got, no part of our fuccefs bciag, 
Qwing to our good play. . This ipfiiiuation nettled* 
me fo much, that I challenged hioa to a ganie o^ 
piquet for a rrown ;- and he was AvItK difficulty 
pcrfuaded to accept the invitation.-r-This conteft 
ended in lefs than an hour, to my inexpreffible 
affiftion, who loft every ftiilling of my own money. 
Strap abfolutely refiifing to fupply me with a fix- pence, 
-^Tbe gentlopan, at whofe requeft we had come in, 
perceiving by my difconfolate looks the fituation of 

3 ^s 
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my heart, which well nigh burfted with grief arid re* 
fcntment, when the other ftranger got up, and went 
away with my money ; began in this manner : ** I 
"am truly afflifted at your bad luck, and would 
** willingly repair it, was it in my power. But 
*' what in the name of goodnefe could provoke you 
*' to tempt your fate fo long ? It'is always a maxim 
** with gameflers to purfue fuccefs as far as it will 
•* go, and to flop whenever fortune (hifts about.—. 
** You are a young man, and your paflions too im- 
** petuous ; you mufl learn to govern them better : 
«< — However, there is no experience like that which 
** is bought ; you will be the better for this the long- 
•< efl day you have to live — As for the fellow who 
** has got your money, I don't half like him — Did 
^ not you obferve me tip you the wink, to leave ofF . 

*< in timef" 1 anfwered, No. *' No, (continued 

** he) you was too eager to mind any thing but the 
** game«— But,,harkee, (faid he, in a whifper) are 
•* you fatisfied of that young man's honefty ? his 
^* looks are a little fufpicious ; — but I may be mifla- 
•* ken ; he made a great many grimaces while he 
** flood behind you ;— this is a very wicked town.** 
I told him I was very well convinced of my comrade's 
integrity, aod that the grimaces he mentioned were 
doubtlefs owing to his anxiety at my lofs. — ** O ho I 
** if that be the cafe, I afk his pardon. — Landlord, 
** fee what's to pay." — The reckoning amounted to 
eighteen pence, which having difcharged, the gen- 
tleman fhook us both by the hand, and faying he 
ihould be very glad to fee us agaip, departed. 



CHAP. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Rod e k I c k R x n» d o iS. H^f 

CHAP. XV. 

-Slrap moralizes — : — frefints his purfe to me ■ • ■■■ . 
we inform our landlord of my misfortune ; be 

^unravels the myjiery 1 frefnt myfelf 1^ 

Cringer^ he recommends and turns me ti^er 

to Mr. Staytape^ — 1 become acquainted wiib, 
tt fellow-dependant^ who explains the cha^ 
rafters of Ctinger and Staytape-^^-^and in^ 
forms me of the method to be purfued at the 
Navy- office and SurgeoiCs'lIall'-'''*-^Strap is 
employed. 

IN our way to dur lodging, after a profound 
iilence on both fides» Strap with a hideous groalk 
x>bferved, that 3Ve had brought our pigs to a fine 
market. To this obfervatioa I made no reply, and 
•he went on : ** God fend us well out of this place^ 
*' we have not been in London eight and forty hours, 
** and I believe we' have met with eight and forty 
•* thoufand misfortunes. — ^We have been jeered, re- 
** proached, buffeted, pifled upon, and at laft ilript 
«« of our money ; and I fuppofe by and by we Ihall 
«< be ftript of our (Idas. — Indeed as to the paoney- 
■*' part of it that was owing to our oWn folly ; Solo- 
** mon, fays, Bray a fool in a mortar ^ and he will never 
^« be wife. Ah ! God help us, announce of prudence 
** is worth a pound of gold/* This wis no time for 
him to tamper with mydifpofition, already mad with 
my lofs, and inflamed with refentment agaitift him, for 
having refufcd me a little money to attempt to retrieve 
ic I therefore turned towards him with a ftern coun* 
ten^ce, and aflced, '* Who he called fool I" Being 
altogether unaccuftomed to fuch looks from me, he 
Vol.. I. P ftood 
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iftood ftill and ftared in my face for fome-time^ thai 
-with fome confufion, uttered '• Fool !— I called no 
** body fool but myfelf ;— I am fure I am the greateft 
♦*• fool of the two, for being fo much concerned at 
•**. other people's misfortunes; — but Nemo omnibus 
** horisfapiu — that's all — that's all/' — Upon which 
a (ilence enfued that brought us to our lodging, 
•where I threw myfelf upon the bed in an agony of 
defpair, ^refolved to peri(h, rather than apply to my 
companion or any other body for relief; but Strap, 
who knew my temper, and whofe heart bled with- 
in him at my diftrefs, after fome paufe, came to the 
'bed-fide, and putting a leathern purfe into my hand, 
tburft into tears, crying, ** I know what you think : 
** but I fcorn your thoughts. — There's all I have in 
'** the world, take Jt, and Til perhaps get more for 
'** you before that be. done. — rif not, I'll beg for 
'** you, fteai.for you, go through the wide world 
^•* with you, and ftarve with you, for though I be 
^*' a poor cobler's fon, I am no fcout." — I was fo 
^touched with the generous paflion of this poor crea-- 
vture, that I could not refrain from weeping alfo, 
,and we mingled our tears together for fome time,— 
Upon examining the purfe, I found in it two half 
.guineas and half a crown, which T would have re- 
'turned to him, faying, he knew better than I how^o 
, manage it, but he abfolutely refufcd my propofal, 
.and told me, it was more reafonable and decent that 
jhe fliould depend upon me who was a gentleman, 
5 than that I fliould be controuled by him. 

After this friendly conteft was over, and our 
,minds more at eafe, we informed our landlord of 
.•Vi^hat had happened to us, taking care to conceal 
the extremity to which we were reduced : He no 
fooner heard the ftory, than he afliired us we had 
been gricvoufly impofed upon by a couple of fhar- 
Ipers, who were afTociates ; and that this polite, ho- 
jiieft) friendly, humane perfpn, who had treated us 

fo 
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3b cmlly, was no other than a rafcally Kloney" 
dropper, who made it his bufinefe to decoy ftrange^s 
in that manner, to one of his own haunts, where 
an accomplice or two were always waiting to aflift 
in pillaging the prey be had run down. — Here the 
^ood man recounted a great many ftorics of people 
who had been fedticed, cheated, pilfered, beat, — 
nay, even murdered by fuch villains. I was con- 
founded at the artifice and wickednefs of mankind^ 
and Strap lifting up his eyes and hands to heaven, 
jprsLjcd that God would deliver him from fuch fcenes 
>df iniquity ; for furely the devil had fet up bis throne 
in London. — Our landlor-d being curious to know 
what reception we had met with at Mr. Ganger's, 
we acquainted him with the particulars, at which 
iie fhook his head, and told us, we had not gone 
the right way to work ; that there was nothing to • 
be done with a m— 1> — r of p — m — t without a 
bribe i that the fervant was commonly .infcfted with 
the matter's difeafe, and expefted to be paid for his 
work, as well as his betters. — He therefore advifed 
me to give the footman a fhilUng the next time I 
fhould defire admittance to my patron, or elfe I (hould 
fcarce find an opportunity to deliver my letter. Ac# 
■cordingly, next morning, when the door was open- 
ed, I flipt a {hilliog into his hand, and told him I 
Tiad a letter for his mafter.— I found the good efTefts 
of my liberality ; for, the fellow let me in imme- 
diately, and taking the letter out of my hand, de- 
lired me to wait in a kind of paflage, for an anfwer. 
In this place I continued ftanding for three quarters — 
of an. hour, during which time 1 faw a great many 
young fellows, whom I formerly knew in Scotland, 
pafs and repafs, with an air of familiarity in their 
way to and from the audience chamber ; while I 
was fain to Hand (hi/ering in the cold, and turn 
my back to them^, that they might not pierc^ivc 
the lownefs of my condition.^ — At length, Mr. 
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Cringcr came out to fee a young gentleman to tfic 
fdoor, who was no other than fquire Gawky, dreffed 
in a very gay fuit of cloaths : At parting Mr. Crin- 
jger fhook <him by the hand, and told him he hoped 
to have the •|>leafure of his company at dinner, 
'Then tucning about towards me, aflted what were 
!iny commands, when he underftood I was" the per- 
fon who had brought the letter from Mn Crab, he 
AffiSed to xecoUeft my name, which however, he 
pretended he could oiot do, ,till he had confulted the * 
letter again ; to fave him tliat trouble, I told hina 
my name was Random '—Upon which he went on, 
•** Ay,' -ay. Random, Random, Random — ^I think 
-*• I remember the name;" and very well he nright, 
^or this very individual Mr. Cringer had many a 
iime rode before my grand -father's cloak-bag, in 

quality of a footman.; " Well, (fays he) you 

*♦ propofe to g6 on board a man o£ war, as lur- 
** geon's mate." I replied by a low bow. ** I 
^* believe it will be a difficult matter (continued he) 
*' to procure a warrant, there being already fuch a 
^* fwarm of Scotch furgeons at the navy, office, ia 
^* expeftation of the iicxj< vacancy, thatthe com- 
*' miffioners are afraid of bdng torn to pieces, and 
** have a^ually applied for a jguard in proteft^them. 
-** —-However, fome fliips will foon be put in com-" 
** miflion, and then we (hall (JBC what's to be done/* 
*— So faying, he left me exceedingly mortified at the 
^liferent reception Mr. Gawky and I had met with 
-from tMs upftart, proud, mean member, who (I' 
imagined) would have been glad of an opportunity, 
to be grateful for the obligations he owed to my 
family. 

At my return, I was furprized • -with the agree- 
able news ct Strap's being employed on the recom- 
mendation of his friend the tchool-mafter,. by a 
periwig-maker in the neighbourhood, who allowed 
bim five ihiUings per week^ beiides bed and board. 

•-I 
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— r continued to dance attendance every other itiora^ 
ibg at the levee of Mr, Cringer, during a fortnight^ 
in which time I became acquainted with a young", 
fellow of my own country and profeffion, who aHo^ 
depended on the member's intereft ; but was treated' 
with much more refpeft than I, both by the fervants^ 
and mafter, and often admitted into a parlour^ 
where there was a fire, for the convenience of the' 
better fort of thofe who waited for him. — Thither 
r was never permitted to penetrate on account of 
my appearance^ which was not at all fafhionable i. 
but was obliged to ftand blowing my fingers in a^ 
cold lobby, and take the* firft opportunity of Mr. 
Cringer's going ta the door, to fpeak with him. — - 
©ne day J wKHe: I enjoyed this; oecafion, a perfoai 
was introduced, whom Mr. Cringer no' fooner faw,. 
than running towards him, he faluted him with av 
bow to the very ground, and afterwards ftiaking him 
by the hand with: great heartinefs and familiarity, 
called him his- good friend; and a/ked very kindl]^ 
after Mrs. Stayrape, and the young ladies; then;- 
after a whifper which continued fome minutes^ 
wherein I over-heard the word Honour repeated fe- 
veral times with great erophafis, Mr, Cringer in- 
troduced me to -this gentleman, as to a perfon whofe 
advice and affiftance 1 might depend upon; and hav- 
ing givfcn me his direftion, followed me to the 
door, where he told me, I need not give myfel^ 
the trouble to call at his houfe any more, for Mr*. 
Staytape would do my bufmefs. At that inftant- 
my fello^v dependant coming out after Wf, over- 
heard the difcourfe of Mr. Cringer, and making up^ 
to me in the ftreet, accofted;me very civilly : l^his ad^ 
drefs I looked upon as no fmall honour, confiderin^ 
the figure he made ; for he was drefTed in a blue frocks 
with a gold button, a green filk waiftcoat trimme(i1 
with gold, black velvet breeches, white filk ffebck- 
ingS) filver. buckles, a gold laced hat^ afpencer wigjt 
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and* a fflver hilted 'hanger, with a fine clouded cane* 
in his hand. — ** I perceive (fays he) you are but 
** ktely come from Scotland ;— pray what may your 
*' bufinefs with Mr. Cringer be ? — ^I fuppofe it i^ 
*^ no fecret — and L may poffibly give you fome ad- 
** vice that will be ferviceable; for I have been. 
•*• furgeon's fecood mate on board of a ftventy-gutt 
" fhip, and confequently know a good* deal of the 
** world." — I made no fcruple to difclofe my fitua-» 
tion, which when he had learned, he fhook hl& 
head, and told me he had been pretty much in the 
fame circumftances about a year ago j that he had 
relied on Cringer's promifes, until his money 
(which was codfiderable) as well as his credit, was. 
quite exhar^ed ; and when He wrote to his relationa 
for a frefh fupply, inftead of money, he received 
nothing but reproaches, and the epithets of idle,., 
debauched ffcJlow :. That after he had waited at the 
navy-office many months for a warrant to no pur-* 
pofe, he was fain to pawn fome of his clbaths,^, 
which raifed a fmall' fum, wherewith he bribed the- 
{ — t — y, who. foon procured a warrant for him,^ 
noiwithftanding he had affirmed' the fame day, that 
there was not one vacancy-— ^Th at he had* gone on: 
board, where he remained nine months ; at the end^; 
of which the fhip was put out of commiflion : and he- 
faid the company were to be paid off in Broad-ftreet. 
the very next day. — That his relations being recon- 
ciled to him, had charged him to pay his devoirs re-- 
gularly to Mr. Cringer, who had informed them by. 
letter, that his intereft alone had procured the war- 
rant ; in obedience to which command, he came to. 
his levee every morning as I faw, though he looked i 
upon him to be a very pitiful fcoundrel. — ^lo con-f 
clufion, he afked me if I had yet pafled at Surgeon 's- 
Hall ? To which queftion I anfwered, I did not fo much. 
as know it was necefTary — ^* NecefTary ! (cried he) O 
•^^ Lord, Q Loidl 1 find I muft inftruft you— come 
J *^ along^ 
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^' along with me, and 111 give you fome iiiforma— 
** ik)n about that matter/*-* So faying^ he carried? 
me into an ale houfe, where he called for fome beer 
and bread and cheefe, pn which-' we- breakfafted, 
"While we fat in this place, he told me I muft firft 
go to the' navy-office^ and write to the board, de-^ 
firing them to order a letter for me to tfefe Surgeon's- 
Hall, that I may be examined toucWng my- Mil iti' 
. forgery : That the furgeons, after having examined' 
me, would' give me my qualification fealed up in* 
form of a. letter direfted to the commiffioners, which 
qualification I muft deliver to the fecretary of the 
board, who v/quid open it in-my jM-efence, and read 
the contents;. After which I muft employ? my in* 
tereft to be provided for as foon as poffible. — That 
the expence of his qyalification for fecond mate of 
a third jate, amounted to ' thirteen {hillings, exclu* 
live of the warrant, which coft him half a guinea- 
and half a crown, befides the prefent to the fecretary, 
which confifted of a three pound twelve piece. — • 
This cakulatioft was^^ like a thunder-bolt to me,, 
whofe whole fortune did not amouat to twelve (hil- 
lings. — I accordingly made him acquainted with this 
part of my diftrefs, after having thanked him for 
his information and advice. — ^He condoled me oa 
this occafion ; but 'bad me be of good chear, for he- 
bad conceived a friendfhip for mc, and would make 

all things eafy. He was run out at prefent, but' 

to-morrow or next day he was certain of receiving a^ 
confiderable fum ; of which he would lend me what' 
would be fufficient to anfwer my exigencies* This- 
frank declaration pleafed me fo much, that I pulled' 
out my purfe and emptied it before htati b^giog: 
him tO' take what he pleafed for pocket expence, 
until he ftiould receive his own money. — ^With a' 
good deal of preiSng he was prevailed upon to take 
five (hillings, telling me that he might have what: 
noney he wanted at any time for the trouble of 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



104 The Adventures of 

going ijiro the city ; but as be had met with me, he 
would defer bis going tbttbcr till to-morrow, when I 
ibpuld go along with him, and he would put me m. 
a w^y of afting for myfelf, wHbout a fervile depend- 
apce on that rafcal Cringer, much lefs on the loufy 
tayloE to whom I heard him turn you over.-*—** How* 
•* (cried J) is Mr. Staytape a taylor ?"-^*' No lefs, 
** ril aflure you (^fwered he) and I confefs, more 
** ]]}cely to ferve you thin the member : For providedi 
^^ you caa entertain him with politics apd conun-. 
•« drums, you may have credit with him for as many 
•• atid as rich cloaths as^ycHi pleafc." — I told him, I 
was utterly ignorant of both, and fo incens'd at- 
Cringcr's ufage, that I would never fet foot withia. 
his door again.— After a good deal more convcrfa- 
tion, my new acquaintajace and I parted, having; 
made an appointment ta meet next day at the fame 
jjlace, in ordej to fet out for the cijy.— I went imr 
n?pdiately to Strap, and related every thidg wjiich.: 
had happened, bnt he did; not at all approve of my. 
I^eiog fo forward to lend money to a flranger, efpe- 
cially as we had already been fo much impofed upon. 
by appearances. ** However (faid h^ if you arO; 
^ (pr^ he is.,a S^tcJima^, . I believe you are fafe,'* 
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CHAP, xvr.. 

JEfy ne'ur acquaintance breaks an appointment""^''^ 
Iproceedy by n^felfi^ to the Navy office 
addrcfs nr/felf to a per/on there^ who ajjifts- 

me with his advice write to the board 

tbey grant me a letter to the^' (surgeons at^ 

the Hall / am informed of the heau^s^ 

name and charaRer find him^^^^^^kt makn 

me his confident in an amour defires mt 

to pawn my linen^ for his occafions J 

recover what I lent him feme curious 

pbfervations of Strap on that o^icafion-^ — hii^ 
vanity. 

IN the morning I rofc and went to tKe place of 
^ rendezvous, where I waited two hours in vain ^ 
and was io exafperated agamfl him for breaicing hi^ 
appointment, that I fct out for the city by myfelf,, 
ift hope of finding, the villain, and being revenged 
on him for his breach of promift.— At length- 1 
foond myfelf at the Navy- Office, which I entered^, 
and faw crowds of young fellows walking below ;; 
many of whom made no better appearance than my- 
felf— I confolted the phifiognomy of each, and an 
Jaft made up to one whofe countenance I Irky ; and; 
aflced, if he could kiftruft me \xy the fot m' of the 
letter which was to be fcnt to the board; to obtain^ 
an order for examination: He anfwered me in broadh 
Scotch, that he would &cw me the copy of what Ke 
had writ for himfelf, by the direftion of anothec* 
who knew the form: and accordingly polled it- oert 
of bis pocket for my perufaU and- told me> ti»t if V 
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was expeditious, I might fend it in to the boatd before- 
dinner,, for they did no bufinefs in the afternoon ,Hc.^ 
then went with me to a coffee- houfe hard by, where 
I wrote the letter, which was immediately delivered : 
to the meffenger ; wJio told me, I might expeft an » 
order to-morrow about the fame time, — Having tranf- 
a£led this piece of bufinefs, my; mind was a good 
deal composed ; and as I had mefwith fo nvuch civility 
from this ftranger, I defired farther acquaintance with * 
him, fully refolved however, not to be deceived by him r 
fo much to my prejudice as I bad been^by the beau — 
He agreed to dine with me at the cook's (hop which II 
frequented ; and on oar way thither, carrried me to. 
'Change, where I was in fome hopfs of .finding Mr. 
Jackfon (for that was .the name of the j^rfoawhohadl 
broke his appointment)-! fought him there to no pur- 
pofe, and on our way towards theother end of the town, , 
imparted to my companion. his. behaviour towards. 
me: Uponwhicfci he gave me ta^underftand,' thatj 
be was no ftranger to the name of beati Jackfon (fo he 
was called at the Navy -Office) altho' hle^did not know/ 
him perfonally ; that he had the charafter-of a good-* 
natur'd carekfs fellow, who made no fcruple of bor* 
rowing from any body that would lend ; that moftr 
people- who knew him, believed he had a. good prin- 
oiple a^ bottom; but his extravagance was fuchy 
he would probably never have it in his power to-.- 
manifelL the honefty of his intention. — This account^ 
made m& fweat for my five fhiUings^ which I never- 
thelefs did not-altogether defpair of recovering, pro-^ 
vided I could find out the debtor. — 'Thisyoung maa^ 
likewife added another circumftance of Squire Jack- 
fon's hiftory, which was, that being deftitutc of all* 
means to-equip himfclf for fea, when he received his laft • 
warrant, he had been recommended to a perfon who - 
1 ent him a little money, after he bad figned a will and 
power, entitling that perfon to lift his wages when ^ 
they fhould become due, as aifo.to inherit Us effefts. 
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lir cafe of his death —That he was ftill under the tuto-« 
rage and diFcftion of that gentleman, who advanced 
him fmall fums from time to time upon this fecurity, 
at the rate of 50 per cent. But at prefent his credit 
was very lowj becaufc his funds would do Betle more- 
than pay what he had already received, this moderate • 
intereft included. — After the ftranger (whofe name 
was Thomfon) had entertained me with this account 
of Jackfon, he laformM methat he himfelf had pafTed 
for third mate of a third rate, about four months 
ago; fince which- time, he had conftantly atfended 
at the Navy- Office, in hope of a warrant, having 
been aflur'd from the beginning, both by a- Scotch • 
member and one of the commiffioniers to whom the * 
member recommended him, that he ftiould be put' 
iBto the firft vacancy ; notwithftanding which pro-- 
mife, he had the mortification to fee fix or feven ap* 
pointed in the. fame ftation almoft every week-*-that' 
now being utterly tiT>povcri(h*d, his fole hope con- 
fided in the promife of a friend lately come to town, 
to lend him a fnaaH matter, fof a prefeiit to the f-t--y ; 
without which he was perfuaded he might wait a 
thoufand yeacs to no purpofe. — I conceived a mighty' 
li-king for thia young fellow, which (I believe) pro- 
ceeded from* the fimyitude of our fortunes: We* 
fpent the whole day together; and as he lived aV " 
Wapping, Idefired him to take a fliare of my bed.— - 
Next day we returned to the Navy-Office, where, 
after being called before thlfe board, and queflion'd' 
about the place of my nativity and education, ihey" 
ordered a letter to be made out for me, which, up- 
on paying half a crown to the clerk, 1 receivM, and ' 
deliver d into the hands of the clerk at Surgeon's- Hall, 
together with a (hilling for his trouble in regilVering' 
tny name --By this time my whole ftock was di- 
niinifhed to two fliillings, and I faw not the lead" 
profpeft of relief, even for prefent fubfillence, much^ 
lefs to enable me to pay the fees at Surgeon's-HaU for^ 
F.6 » 
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fiiy •xamioatioDy wMch would come on in a fbrtnigKt^- 
— ^In this ftatc of perplexity, Iconfulted Strap, >who» 
aflured me, he would pawn every thing he baa in the 
world, even to his razors, before I (hould want : but 
diis expedient I abfolotely rejefted, telling Wm, I would' 
a thouland times rather lift for a foldier, of which 1 hzdt^ 
ibme thoughts, than be any longer a^burden to him. 
—At the word foldier, Ke grew pale as death, and* 
begged on his knees, I would think no more of that 
fcbeme. ** God prefervc us all in our right wits !' 
** (cried he) would you turn foldier, and perhaps be 
•* fent abroad againft the Spaniards, where you muft 
** ftand and be fliot at like a woodcock ? — Heaven* 
** keep cold lead out of my carcafs ! and let me die 
** in a bed like a chrifiian, as all my forefathers havc^ 
^* done — What fignifies aR the riches and honours c^ 
** this life> if one enjoys not content — And in the 
** next, there is no refpeft of perfoias. Better be a- 
** poor honeft barber with a good c<m(cienoe, andr 
•' time to repent o£ my fins upon my death-bedi 
♦' than be cut off (God blcfs us) by a mufket fliot,. 
'** as it were in the very flower of one's age, in the 
•* porfuit of riches and fame.^ What fipiify riches 
** (my dear friend I) do they not make unto them- 
•^ felvcs wings, as the wife man faith; and does not 
•' Horace obferve, ** Noh domus aut fundus^ non 
•^ arts aarvus aut auri Mgroto domino diduxit corporr 
^^ fibrem^ non animo curas.-^l could moreover' men- 
•• tion many other fayings in contempt of richeSi 
•* both from the bible and other good books ; but as^ 
*' I know you aje not very fond of thofie things, I 
•' fhall only affiire you, that if you take on to be a* 
^ foldier, J will do the fame ; and then if we fliouldJ 
** both be flain, you will not only have your ovwi 
** Wood to anfwer for, but mirie alfo : And perad- 
•' venture the Jives of all thofe whom we fhall kill in 
*^ battle.—Therefore I pray you, confid^r whether 
** you Will fit down contented with fmall things. 
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•• andiharc the fruits of my induftry in peace ^ till 
«* providence fhall fend better tidings ; or by your 
•* defpaify pjunge both our fouls a«d bodies into ever- 
** laftihg perdkioH^ which God of bis iofinite mercy 
^** forbid." — Jr could not help fmiling at this ha» 
rangue, which* was delivered with great earneftnefs^ 
the tears flanding in his eyes all the time ; and pro- 
mifed to do nothing of that fort^without his confent' 
and concurrence. — ^Hcvwas much comforted with this- 
declaratioa; and told me> in a. few days he (hould 
receive a week's wages which, ffiould be at my fervice,, 
but advifed me. in the mean time, to go in queft of 
Jackfon, and recover, if poiEble, what be had bor-- ' 
row'd of me — I accordingly trudg'd about from one 
end of the towtv to the otber^ for feveral days with- 
out being able to learn any thwig ccrtaia concerning- 
Km : And, one day, being extremely hungry and al« 
Inr'd by the fteams^that regard my nQftrils from a boil** 
icg cellar, I went down with an int«!ft,i©n to gratify 
my appetite with two- penny worth of beef; when, to> 
my no fmall furprize, 1 found Mr. Jackfon fitting at' 
dinner with a footman-^- He no foonerperceived me than- 
he got up, and fhook meby the hand, faying, ** He was* 
** glad to fee m^, for he intended to havecall'd at my 
" lodgings in the afternoofl." — I was fo well pleas'd' 
with ihisrencounteirvand the apologies he made for not- 
keeping his appointment, that I forgot my refentmenr,, 
and fat down to dinner, with the happy expeftation of 
not only recovering my own money before we ihou Id- 
part, but alfo of reaping the benefit of hb promifo 
to lend me wherewithal to pafs examination 5 and this 
hope my fanguine complexion fuggefted, tho^ the ac- 
count Thomfon gave me of him, ought to have mode-^ 
rated my expe<Slation. — When we hadfeafted fumptu* 
oufly he took his leave of the footman, and adjourned 
with me to an ale-houfe hard by, where, after fliaking 
meby thehand again,Jie began thus, " I fuppofe yoii 
** think me a fad dog> Mr. Random;; ^8t)i^^ ^"^" 
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•* fefs that appearances are againft me— Bat I d^re'^ 
•* fay you Will forgive me when I tell you, my not' 
•* coming at the time appointed, was owing to a. 
•• peremptory meflage, I receiV'd froma certain lady, 
«• whomf — ^harkee (but this is a great fecret) I am to 
*• marry very foon — You think this ftrange perhaps, 
" but it is not lefs true for all that— a five thoufand^ 
** pounderj 111 aflure you, bcfides expeftiations— -- 
** For my own partj devib take me if I know what 
** any woman can fee engaging about me — but a' 
** whim you know,— —and then one would not' 
*• baulk one's good fortune — ^You few that footmaa* 
•• who din'd with us — he's one of the honcfteft 
** fellows that ever wore livery— You mull know, 
** it was by his means, I was introduced to her, for' 
** he made me firft acquainted with her woman, wha* 
** is his miftrefs— ay, many a crown has he and- his* 
** fweet-heart had ofmy money— but what of that ! 
** things are now- brought to a bearing. — ^I have— 
'* (come a little this way) I have proposed marriage, 
** and the day is fix'd — Ihe's a charming creature!* 
**'and writes like an angel— O Lord ! (he can re- 
*^* peat all the Englifh tragedies as well as e'er a play— 
" er ixt Drury Lane ! and indeed is fo fond of plays 
** that to be near the ftage," (he has taken lodgings iii 
*• a court hard by the iheatre — But you fhall fee— 
*• you (hall fee — here's the laft letter (he fent me."— 
With thefe words he put it into my hand, and I read- 
(to the beft of my remembrance) as follows : 



"A^ 



«' Deer Kr cetera 

Syouare the animable hbpjackof mycontem- 
playfhins, your aydear is infernally (kimming* 
before my keymerycal fanfec, when Murfy fends ^ 
his puppies to the heysof (lipping mortals 5 and' 
when Febns (hines from his merrydyihg throne : 
Whereupon, I (hall canfceif old whorie lime'has 
loft his pinners, as alfo Cubit his harrows, until' 
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^ thou enjoy fweet propofe in the loafseek harms -oP 
*• thy faithfool to commend, > 

" Wingar-yeard Drooty lane, , »< • Cl Ay R END E R." ' 

" January, 1 2tfa» 

While I was reading, he feemed'to be in an ex- 
tafy, rubbing his hands, and burfting out into fits of 
laaghter; at laft he caught hold of my hand, and 
fiqueezing it, cried, ** There is ftile for ypu i ' what: 
*' do you think of this billet douxi" I anfwer'd,. 
" It might be fublime for ought I knew, for it wasj 
** altogether above my comprehenfion." — **Oho! 
" (faid he) I believe it is — both tender and fublime 
** — ^fhc's a. divine creature! and (o doate uppn me !^ 

" " Lerme fee — what Ihall I do with this moneys 

*' ^ben I have once got it intamy hands ?— In the/ 
** firft place 1 (hall do for you — ^I'm a man of few* 

" words— but, fay no more— that's determin'd 

** whether would you advife me to purchafe fome> 
'* port, by which I may rife in the ftat€ 5 Grlayouf 
** my wife's fortune in land and retire to the country; 
•* at once?" I gave my opinion without hefitation,, 
that he could not do better than buy ^n eftate and im- 
prove ; efpecially fince he-had already feen fomuch of ' 
the world. Then I launched out into thepraifes of 
a country life, as defcrib'd by the poets whofe works • 
I had read-*— He feem'd to reli(h,my advice, but with- 
al told me, that although he had feen a great deal of * 
the world both at land and fea, having cruiz'd three 
whole months in the channel, yet he fliould not be 
fatisfied until he had vifited France, which he pro- 
pos'd to do before he fhould fettle ; and to carry his ^ 
wife along with him — I had nothing to objcft to his . 
jropofal; and aflcM, how foon he hop'd to be happy— 
" As to that (he replied) nothing obftrufts my hap* 
*• pinefs, but^ the want of a little ready caih — for 
•*' you muft know, my friend in the city has gone 
**• out of town for a week or two ; and I unfortu- 
**-natcly miffed my pay, at Broad-Itreet, by. being 
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•• dctaia'd too long by the dear charmer— but thenr 
** will be a recal at Chatham next week, whither 
** the ftiip's books are fent, and I have commiflion*d 
** a friend in that place to receive the money." — ** If- 
** that be all (feid I) there^s no great harm in defer*- 
•* ring your marriage a^few days." — " Yes, faith ! but 
•* there is (faid he) you don't know bow many rivals* 
•« I have, who woiald take all advantages againft m& 
*^ — I would not baulk the impatience of her paflioa 
•^ for the world— the leaft appearance of coldnefs and- 
•• indifference would ruin all : and fijch oilers don't' 
** occur every day," I acquiefced iftthisobfervatioir^ 
and enquir'd how he intended to proceed : At this 
queftion he rubb'd his chin, and {aid, ^* Why, truly I 
muft be obliged to fome friend or ofther — do yoii< 
** know nobody that would lend me a fmall fum for 
•* day 01" two?'* — I affur'd him, 1 was fuch an ut- 
ter ftranger in London, that I did not believe I could* 
borrow a guinea if niy life depended upon it.—" No 

** (faid he) that's hard — that's hard 1 wife I had 

*' any thing to pawn— upon -my foul, you have gor 
*' excellent linen (feeling the fleeve of my (hirt) how 
♦* many (hirts of that kind have you got ?" — I an- 
fwer'd, *' fix ruffled and fix plain/' — At which he. 
teftified great furprize, and fwore that no gentleman 
ought to have more than four—** How many d'ye 
•« think I have got (continued he;) but this and 

** another as I hope to be fav'dl 1 dare fay we 

^< fliall be able to raife a good fum out of your fuper- 
•* fluity— let nae fee— let me fee — each of thefe fhirts 
^* are worth fixteen fliUliugs at a moderate compnta- 
«< tion — now fuppofc we pawn them for half price— 
^ eight times eight is fixty-four, that's three pounds^ 
** four— z — ds ! that will do — ^give me your hand.'* 
~'« Softly, foftly, Mr. Jackfon (faid I) don't 
** difpofe of my linen without my confent : flrft pay 
<' me the crown you owe me, and then we ihaU 
« talk wf other matters."— He protcfted be had not 
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tbove one thilling in hh pocket, but that he would pay 
rae out of the firft.of the money raifed from the (hirts 
-This piece of affurance inceiifed me fo much, that I 
fwore I would not part with him until I had received 
fetisfaftion for what I had lent him, and as for the 
fhirts I would not pawn one of them to fave him from 
the gallows— At this exprefBon he laughed aloud, 
and then complained it was- damned hard, that f 
ihould refufe him a trifle, that would infallibly enable 
him not only to make his own fortune, but mine al- 
fo. — w«^ You talk of pawning my (hirts (faid I) fup- 
<« pofc you fhould fell this hanger, Mr. Jackfon i I' 
•" believe it would fetch a good round fum." — ^**.Nof 
" hang it (faid he) I can't appear decently without 
** my hanger, or agad it ihould go." However feeing 
me inflexible with regard to my linen, he at length 
tinbuckled his banger, and fhewing me the fign of the 
three blue balls, defired me to. carry it thither and' 
pawn it for two guineas. This office I would by na> 
^esLas have performed, had I feen any likelihood of 
having my money otherwife; but n,ot willing, out 
of a piece of falfe delicacy, to ncgleft the only op-- 
gortunity 1 (hould; perhaps, ever have, I ventured: 
into a pawn-broker's (hop, where I demanded twa. 
guineas on the pledge, in the name of Thomas Willi* 

ams, *« Two guineas (faid the pawn^broker, look- 

•* ing at the hanger) this piece of goods has beea. 
** here feveral, times. before for thirty (hillings; how- 
*' ever fince I believe the gentleman to whom it 
** belongs will redeem it, he (hall have what he 
•* wants ;*' and accordingly he paid me the money, 
which I carried to the honfe where I had left Jackfon^ 
and calling for change, counted out to him feven and' 
thirty (hillings, referving the other five fof myfelf.— - 
After looking at the rnoney fome time he faid, *' D-nt 
" it ! it don't fignify — this won't do my bufincfs ; 
•* fo you may as well take half a guinea or a whole 
^ oae, z§ the five (hillings you have kept."— I thank- 
ed: 
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cd- him kindly, but refufed to accept of any more' 
than \vas my due, becaufe I had no profpeft of re- 
paying it— Upon which declaration, he flared in my 
face, and told me, I was cxceflively raw, or I would 
not talk in that manner. — " Blood, (cried he) I have a- 
*' very bad opinion of a young fellow who won't bor- 
** row of his friend, when he is in want^ — 'tis the figor 
** of a fneaking fpirit* — Come, come, Random, give 
** me back the five fhillings, and take this half gui- 
** nea, and if ever you are able to pay me, I believe 
'* you will ; if not, d — n me if ever 1 a(k it." — ^ 
When I reflefttd on my prefent necefliiy* I fuffered 
myfelf to be perfuaded, and after making my ac- 
knowledgements to Mr. Jackfon, who offered ta 
treat me with a play, I returned to my lodgings witl> 
a much better opinion of this gendeman than I had 
in the morning.: and at night imparted my day's ad» 
venture to Strap, whorejokcd at my good luck, fay* 
ing, ** I told you, if he was a Scotchman you wa* 
** fafe enough—and who knows but this marriage^ 
** may make ns all. — You have heard, I fuppofe, as 
** how a countryman of ours, a journeyman baker,, 
•* ran away with a great lady of this town, and noMP' 
•* keeps his coach^^Ecod ! I fay nothing ; but yefter- 
^* day morning as I was (having a^geotlemaa at hm 
** own houfe, there was a young lady ia the roonj^ 
** a fine buxom wench^ i* faith ! . and fti© 

** threw fo many (beep's eyes at a- certain- perfon^ 
**- whom I. (hall not name, that my heart went knock^. 
^* knock, kniDck, like a fdling mill, and my hand 
** (h — ^fh«>^(hook (b much that! (liced a piece of (kia^ 
** o(F the gentleman's nofe;, whereby he fwore a- 
•* deadly oath, and was going to horfewhip me, 
•* when (he prevented him,, and made my peace.— 
^* Om4n baud malum ! Is not a journeyman barber as 
** good as a journeyman baker ? The only difference 
** is, the baker u(es flower for the belly, and the bar- 
^ be&ulesitior the bead: and as the hiead is a more 

"nobloL 
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** noble member than the belly, fo is a barber more- 
^ noble than a baker — for what's the belly without 
*' the bead ? — Befides^ I am told he could neither 
** read nor Write ; now you know I can do both: 
*' And moreover fpeak Latin.-*-But I will fay na 
** more, for I defpife vanity— nothing is more vain 
** than vanity."— With thefe words he pulled out 
of his pocket a wax candle's end, which he applied 
to his forehead ; and upon examination, I found he 
had combed his own hair over the toupee of his wig, 
and was indeed in his whole, drefs become a very, 
finart (haver.— I'congratulated. him on his profpeft 
with a fatirfcal fmile, which he underflobd very well ;. 
and fhaking his head,, obferved I had very little faith,, 
but the truth, would come to light in fpite of my in- 
credulity. 

CHAP. xvir. 

/ go fo Surgeon^ s-HalU where I meet with Mr,, 

Jack/on am examined a fierce difpute. 

strifes between tmo -of the. examiners Jack^ 

/on difguifes himfelf to attraSi reJ^eS ix> 

detested in hazard of being fent to- Bridewells 

he treats us at a tavern carries ur 

to a nght'houfe a troublefome adventure 

there we are commit ted, to the Round-houfe 

carried before a Jujiice Ms behaviour^, 

WITH the affiftance of this faithful adherent,, 
who gave me almoft all the money he earn? 
«d, I prefervfid my. half guinea entire, till the day, 
of examination, when I went with a quaking heart. 
to Surgeon's-hall, in order to undergo that cere- 
mony.— Among a croud of. young fellows who> 

walkedtL 
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valked la the outward hall, I perceived Mr, JacR- 
fcn, to whom 1 immediately weat up, and ea- 
quiring in o the flate of his amour, underftood ir 
was ftill undetermined by reafon of his friend's ab- 
fence, and the delay of the recal at Chatham, which 
put it out of his power to bring it to a conclufion,. 
— I then alked what his bufinels was in this place j 
he replied he was refolved to have two ftrings ta> 
his bow, that in cafe the one failed he might ufe the 
other ; and with this view, he was to pafs that night. 
fbra higher qualification. — At that inftant a ypungj- 
fellow came out from the place of examination, with 
a pale countenance, his lip quivering, and his looks- 
as wild as if he had feen a ghoft.—- He no fooner ap- 
peared, than we all flocked about him with the:: 
utmoft eagernefs to know what reception he had mec^ 
With;, which (after fome paufe) he defcribed, re- 
counting all the queflions they had aiked, with th^ 
anfwers he made. In this manner we obliged no^ 
lefe than tweltc to rccajitulate, which, nowi the: 
danger was paft, they did with pleafure y before it^ 
fell to my lot : At length the beadle called ^m/ 
name, with a voice that made me tremble as much* 
as if it had been the found of the laft trumpet: 
However, there was no* remedy, I was condufteJ. 
into a large hall, where 1 faw about a dozen oP 
grim faces fitting at- a Ibng table; one of whoni^^ 
bad me come forward in fuch an imperious tone» 
that I was aftually for a minute or two bereft 
of my fenfes. — The firft queflion he put to me was,, 
** Where was you bom?" To which I anfwcred. 
In Scotland.—" In Scotland (faid he) I know that 
** very well — we have fcarce any other countrymen 
** to examine here — you- Scotchmen have overfpread 
** us of late ai the locufts did Egypt: — I afe you 
«* in what part of Scotland was you born?"— I 
named the place of my nativity, which he had 'ne- 
ver before heard of: He then proceeded to interrogate 
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tne about my age, the town where I ferved my time» 
with the term of my apprenticeftiip ; and when I 
informed him that I fetved three years only, he 
fell into a violent paffion j fwore it was a Ihame and 
a fcandal to fend fuch raw boys into the world as 
furgeons ; that it was great prefumption in me, and 
an afFront upon the EngKfti, to pretend to fufficient 
Ikiil ia my bufinefs, having ferved fo fliort a time, 
when every apprentice in England was bound fevea 
years at leaft j — that my friends would have done 
better if they had made me a weaver or fhoemaker, 
but their pride would have me a gentleman (he fup- 
pofed) at any rate, and their poverty could not 
afford the neceflary education. — This exordium did 
not at all contribute to the recovery of my fpirits, 
but on the contrary, reduced, me to fuch a fituatioa 
that I was fcarce able to ftand;, which being per- 
ceived by a plump gentleman, who {at oppofite to 
me, "with a fkuU before him, he faid Mr. Snarler 
was too fevere upon the young man ; and turning 
towards me, told me, I need not to be afraid, for 
no body would do me any harm; then bidding me 
take time to recoUeft myfelf, he examined me touch* 
ing the operation of the trepan, and was very well 
Satisfied with my anfwers.— The ^ncxt perfon who 
queftioned me was a wag, who began by afking if 
I had ever fecn amputation performed ; and I re- 
plying in the affirmative, he ftiook his head and 
i*ai.d, ** What ! upon a dead fubjeft, I fuppofe ? If 
^* (continued he) during an engagement at fea, a 
** man ftiould be brought to you with his head Ihot 
^* off, how would you behave ? — After fome he*- 
fitation, I owned, fuch a cafe had never come un- 
der' my obfervation; neither did I remember to 
have fecn any method of cure propofcd for fuch aa 
accident, in any of the' fyftcms of furgery I had 
perufed. Whether it was owing to the fimplicity of 
loyanTwer, or the aircbAels of the qucfiiooj I kaow 
8 not. 
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not* bilt every member at. the board deigneS to 
fmile, except Mr. Snarler, who feemed to have very 
little of the animal riJibiU in his conftitution— The 
facetious member, encouraged by the fuccefs of his 
laft joke, went on thus : ** Suppofe you ^as called 
*' to a patient of a plethoric habit, who had been 
** bruifed by a fall, what would you do ?'* I an- 
fwered, I would bleed him immediately. ^* What, 
" (faid he) before you had ried up his arm?**— But 
this ftroke of wit not anfwerlng his expeftaiion, he 
defired me to advance to the gentleman who (at 
next him; and who with a pert air, afked what 
method of cure I would fcJlow in wounds of the 
inteflines,— J repeated the method of cure as it is 
prefcribcd by the beft chirurgical writers ; which he 
heard to an end, and then faid with a fupercilious 
fmile, " So, you think with fuch treatment the 
^* patient might recover ?" — I told him I faw no- 
thing to make me think otherwife.— ** That may 
^* be, (refumed he) I won't anfwer for your fore- 
*< fight ; — but did you ever know a cafe of this 
^« kind fucceed ?" I acknowledged I did not ; and 
was about to tell him I had never feen a wounded 
intefline; but he ftopt me, by faying with fome 
precipitation, ** nor never will. — I affirm, that aH 
*' wounds of the intellines, whether great or fmall, 
*« are mortal." — " Pardon me, brother (fays the 
** fat gentleman) there is very good authority."— 
Here he was interrupted by the other, with ** Sir, 
<^ excufe me, I defpife all authority. — Nullius in 
<* verba. — I fland upon my o^n bottom." — ** But, 
«< Sir, Sir, (replied his antagonift) the reafon of the 
« thing (hews"-r-*^ A fig for reafon (cried this fuf- 
«< ficient member) I laugh at reafon, give me ocu- 
«« lar demonftration." — The corpulent gentleman 
began to wax warm, and obferved that no man ac- 
quainted with the anatomy of the parts, would ad- 
vance fuch an extravagant affertion. — This inuendo 
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ficnraged the other fo much, that he ftarted np, and 
,lii a furions tone exclaimed : *' What Sir ! do yon 
** queftion my knowledge in anatomy?" — By this 
time, all the examiners bad efpoufed the opinion of 
one or other of the difputants, and raifed their 
voices all together, when the chairman commanded 
filence and ordered me to mthdraw. In lefs than a 
quarter of an hour, I was called in again, re- 
ceived my qualification Tealed up, and was ordered 
to pay five (hillings. — ^I laid down my half-guinea 
upon the ta^ble, and ftood feme time/ until one of 
them bad me begone ; to this I replied, I will, 
when I have got my change ; upon which another 
threw me five fhillings and fix-pence, faying I 
ihould not be a true Scotchman if I went away without 
my change. I was afterwards obliged to give three 
fhillings and fix-pence to the beadles, and a (hilling 
to an old woman who fw^pt the hall : This dif- 
burfement funk my finances to thirteen pence half- 
penny, with which I was fneaking off, when Jacfc- 
fon perceiving it, came up to me, and begged I 
would tarry for him and he would accompany me 
to the other end of the town, as foon as his ex* 
amination fliould be over. I could not refufe this 
to a perfon that Was fo much my friend— but I was 
afloni(hed at the change of his drefs, which was 
varied in half an hour from what I have already de- 
fcribed, to a very grotefque fafliion— r-His head 
was cohered with an old fmoaked tye wig that did 
not boaft one crooked hair, and a flouched hat over 
it, which would have very well become a chimney- 
fweeper or a duft-man ; his neck was adorned with 
a black crape, the ends of which he had twilled, 
and fixed in the button-hole of a fliabby great coat 
that wrapped up his whole body; his white filk 
ftockings were converted into black worfted hofe ; 
and, his countenance was rendered venerable by 
wrinklesii and a beard of his own painting.— ^ When 
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1 expreflM my farprize at this metamorphofis, he 
laughed, ^nd told me, it was done by the advice 
and affiftance of a friend who lived over the way^ 
and would certainly produce fomething very much 
ito his advantage j for it gave him the ^pearance of 
.age, which never fails . of attradVing reipeft. I ap- 
,plp ud^d his fagacity, and waited with impatience, 
for th effc<fls of it. At length he was called in, 
bir ulijther the oddnefs of his appearance excited a 
cc i fity more thaii ufual in the board, or his be* 
lia loiur wns not fuitable to his figure, I know not, ' 
he was difcovered to be an impoftor, and put into 
the hands of the beadle, in order to "be fent te 
Bridewell. So that inftead of feeing him come out 
with a chearful countenance, and a furgeon*s qua- 
lification in his hand, I perceived him led through 
the outward hall as a prifoner ; and was very much 
alarnKid and anxious ^o know the occafion ; whea 
he called with a lamentable voice and piteous afpcft, 
to me, and fome others who knew him i '* For 
•" God's fake, gentleinen, tear witnefs that I am 
*« the fame individual John Jackfon, who ferved as 
*" furgeon'^ fecond mate on board the Elizabeth, or 
«' elfe I ihall go to Bridewell.'*— It would have been 
impoflible for the moil auilere hermit that ever lived, 
to hate refrained from laughing at his appearance 
and addrefs j we therefore indulged ourfehres a good 
•while at bis expence, and afterwards pleaded his 
caufe fo eiFeftually with the beadle, who was gra- 
tified vnih half a crown, that the prifoner was difmifP* 
ed ; and in a few moments refumed his former gaiety;; 
— fwearing, fince the board had refus'd his money, 
fce- would Ipend it^very fhilling before he went to bed 
in treating his friends ; at the fan>e time inviting us 
ail to favour him with our company. It was now 
ten o'clock at night, and as I had a great way to, 
walk thro' flreets that were utterly unknown to me, 
1 was preraikd igpcs to4^e of their party, in hopes 
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ht ^ould afterwards accompany me to my lodgings, 
according to his promife. He condafted us to his 
friend's houfe, who kept a taVern over the way, 
where we continued drinking punch, until the liquor 
moXinted up to our heads, and made tis all extremely 
frolickfome : I in particular was fo much elevated, that 
nothing woultji ferve me but a wench, at which demand 
Jackfon exprefled much joy, and aflurcd me I ftiould 
have my defire before we parted.— Accordingly, when 
he had paid the reckoning we fallied out, roaring and 
Cnging ; and were condufted by our leader to a place 
of nofturnal entertainment. Where 1 itpmediately at- 
tached myfelf to a fair one, with whom I propofed 
to fpend the remaining part of the night; but (he not 
relifhing my aj>pearance, refufed to grant my requeft be- 
fore I fhould have made her an acknowledgment, 
which not fuidng with my circumilanccs, we broke ofF 
our correfpondence, to my no fmall mortification and 
refentment, becaufe I thought the mercenary creature 
had not done juftice to my merit. — In the mean time, 
Mr. Jackfon's drefs had attrafted the inclinations and 
affiduities of two or three nymphs, who loaded him 
with careffes, in return for the arrack punch with 
which he treated them; till at length, notwithftafld- 
ing the fprightly fallies of thofe charmers, flcep begao 
to exert his power over us all : and our conduftor 
called, '* To pay." When the bill was brought, 
which amounted to twelve (hillings, he put his hand 
' in his pocket, but might have faved himfclf the trou-- 
ble, for hrs purfe was gone, — ^This accident difcon- 
;certed him a good deal at firft,vbut, after fomc recol- 
leftion, he feized the two Dulcineas, who fat by him, 
one in each hand; and (wore if they did not immedi- 
ately reftore his money, he would charge a conftable 
with them. — The good lady at the bar feeing what 
pafled, whifpered fomethlng to the drawer, who went 
out; and then with great compofure, afked what 
was the matter J— Jackfon told her he was robbeS, 
Vol. I. , G and 
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:and fwore if (he refufcd him fatisfaftion, he would hzve 
her and her whores committed to Bridewell.— " Rob- 
** bed (cried (he) robbed in my houfe ! gentlemen and 
*' ladies, I take you all to witnefs, tMs perfon has 
•' fcandalizcd my reputation."— At that inilant, fee- 
ing the con liable and watch enter, (he proceeded » 
*^ What ! you muft not ©nly endeavour by your 
** falfe afperiions to ruin my char after ; but even 
** commit an aflauLt upon my family ? Mr. Confta- 
** ble, I charge you with this uncivil perfon, who 
•' has been guilty of a riot here ; I (hall lake care and 
"** bring an aftion againft him for ^defamation."—- 
While I was reflefting on this melancholy event, which 
had made me quite fober, the lady whofe favours I 
had follicited, being piqued atfome repartee that paf- 
fed between us, cried, ** They are all concerned i** 
and defired the conftable to take us all Into cuftody, 
an arreft which was performed inftantly, to the utter 
aftoni/hnient and defpair of us ail, except Jackfon, 
who having been often in fuch fcrapes was very little 
concerned, and charged the conftable, in his turn, 
with the landlady and her whole bevy : Upon which 
We were carried all together prifoners to the Round- 
fa oufe ; where Jackfon (after a word of comfort to 
us) informed the conftable of his being robbed, to 
which he faid he would fwear next morning before 
the juftice. — " Ay, ay, (fays the bawd) we ftiall fee 
•' whofe oath will moft fignify " — ^In a little time 
the conftable calling Jackfon into another room, 
fpoke to him thus ; ** 1 perceive that you and your 
** company are ftrangers, and am very forry for yoiir 
** being involved in fuch an ugly bufinefs. I have 
*' known this woman a great while ; fhe has kept 
•' a notorious houfe in the neighbourhood this many 
•* years ; and although often complained of as a 
<• nuifance, ftill efcapes thro' her intereft with the 
"** J— t— ces, to whom flie and all of her employ- 
«* meat, pay contribution quarterly for proteftion. — 
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<« As (he charged me with you firft, her complaint 
** will have the preference, and (he can procure e?i- 
" dence to fwear whatever (he (hall plcafe to defire ©f 
*^ them. So that, unlefs you make it up before 
** morning, you and your companions may think 
•* yourfelves happily quit for a month's hard labour 
** in^ridewell. — Nay, if (he fhould fwear a robbery 
<* or a(rault againft you, you will be committed 
*« to Newgate, and tried next feflions at the Old- 
*' Baily for your life." This laft piece of informa- 
tion had fuch an effect upon Jackfon, that he agreed 
to make it up, provided his money might be reftored : 
The conftable told him, that inftead of retrieving 
what he had lof^, he was pretty certain, it would 
coft him feme ^ore before they would come to any 
compofition. — But however he had compiaflion on 
him, and would, if he pleafed, found them about 
a mutual rekafe — The unfortunate beau thanked 
him for his friendlhip, and returning to us, ac- 
quainted us with the fubftance of this dialogue; 
while the conftable defi ring tofpeakin private with 
our adversary, can led her into the next room, and 
pleaded our caufe fo efFeftually, that (he con defend- 
ed to make him umpire : He accordingly propofed 
an arbitration, to which we gave our aflTtnt ; and lie 
fined each party in three (hillings to be laid out in a 
bowl of punch,. Av herein we drowned all anim^fities, 
to' the inexpre(riblejoy of my two late acquaintances 
and me, who had been in the ftate of the damned 
ever fince Jackfon meniioned Bridewell and New- 
gate. — By the time we had finidied our bowl, to 
which, by the by, I had contributed my laft (hillings 
it was morning ; and I propofed to move hom^ward^ 
when the conftable gave me to underftand, he conld 
difcharge no prifoners but by order of ihe juftice, be* 
fore whom we muft appea^r. — This renewed my cha- 
^grtn, and f curfed the hour in which 1 had yielded to 
Jackfon s invitation. — About nine o'clock we were 
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cfcortcd to the houfe of a certain jufticc not many 
miles diftant from Coven t Garden ; who no fooner 
few the conftable enter with a train of prifoners at hi& 
heek, than he fainted him as follows : '' So Mr. 
«* Conftable, you are a diligent man — What den of 
•* rogues have you been fcouring V Then looking 
tt us, who appeared very much dejefted, he conti- 
nued ; " Ay, ay, thieves, I fee— old offenders— O, 
*• your humble fervant, Mrs. Harridan ! I fuppofe 
«* thefc fellows have been taken robbing your houfe— 
« yes, yes, here's an old acquaintance of mine— 
** you have ufed expedition ({aid he to me) in rc- 
•* turning from trji^nfportation,; but we (hall fave you 
•* that trouble for the future — the furgeons will fetch 
'* you from your next tranfportation at their ex- 
** pence." I aflured his worfhip he was miftakenia 
me, for he had never feen me in his life before. — To 
this declaration he replied, •* How ! you impudent 
«* rafcal, dare you fay fo to my face ? Do you think 
** I am .to be impofed upon by that northern accent 
** which you have affumed ? but it ftian*t avail you, — 
•* you Ihall find me too far north for you. — Here, 
** clerk, write this fellow's mittimus — His name is Pa- 
" trick Gaghagan.*'- — ^Here Mr. Jackfon interpofed, 
and told him, I was a Scotchman lately come to town, 
descended of a good family, and that my name was, 
'Random. — ^Tha juftice looked upon this ^(Tertion as 
an outrage upon his memory, on which he valued 
himfelf much ; and ftrutiing up to Jackfon, with a 
fierce countenance, put his hands in his fides, and 
feid, ** Who are you, Sir ? — Do you give me the 
** lie ? — Take notice, gentlemen, here's a fellow 
*• who affronts me upon the bench, but I'll lay yon 
** faft, firrah, I will, — ^for notwithftanding yoar 
** laced jacket, I believe you are a notorious felon.'*—— 
My friend was fo much abafhed at this menace, 
which was thundered out with great vociferatioa, 
that he changed colour, and remained fpee^hlefs — 
7 This 
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This confufion his worfhip took for a fymptom of guilt, . 
and to coropkat the difcovcry, continued his threats — 
«' Now, I am convinced you are a thief, — your face 
*' difcovers it, — you tremWe aJl over— your confci-' 
•* ence won't lie flill — you'll be hang'd, firrah, (raif- 
•* ing his voice) yoo'U be hanged, and happy had it 
«' been for the world, as well as your own miferablc 
•* foul, if you had been detected and cut off in the 
•* beginning of your career. — Com^ hither, clerk, 
*' and take this man's confefSon." — ^f waa in an agony 
of conftcrnation, when, the conftaWe going into an- 
other room with his worfhip, acquainted htm wirfi 
the truth of the ftory i which baviog learned he re- 
turned with a fmiling countenance) and addre£i^g 
liimfelf to us ail, faid, it was alwiiys his way to 
terrify youJig people, when they came before him, 
rixat bis threats might make a ftrong hriprcflion 
on their minds, and deter them from engaging in 
fccnes of riot and debauchery, which commonly end- 
ed before the judge — Thus having cloaked his own 
want of difcernment, under the difguife of paternal ^ 
care, we were dUmilTed, and I found myfelf as much ^ 
ij^ghunedasifamountaiahadbeeaKftedoC^ ' 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

/ carry my qualification to the navy-offue-^"'^ 

the nature of it the behaviour of the /— 

/_y Slrap's concern for my abfence 

a battle betwixt him and a blackfmith- the 

troublefome confequences of it his harangue 

to me his friend the fchooUmafier recom* 

mends me to a French apothecary^ who enter^ 
tains me as a journeyman. 

1 Would. Willingly have gone home to fleep, but 
was told by. my companions, that wemuft deliver 
oilr letters of qualification at the navy office before 
one a clock ; accordingly we went thither, and gave 
them to the S— -t — y, who opened and read them, and 
I was mightily plea fed to find myfelf qualified for 
fccond mate of a third rate. When he had flbuck 
them altogether on a file, one of our company afKed if 
there were any vacancies ; to which interrogation he 
aofwered, No. I hen I ventured to enquire if any (hips 
were to be put i^ commi(Iion foon — At which queftion 
he furveyed me with a look of ineffable contempt, and 
purtiing us out of his ofiice, locked the door without 
deigning us another word. — We went down flairs and 
conferred together on our expeftations, when I un- 
derftood that each of them had been recommended to 
ofie or other of the comrailBoners ; and each of them 
proraifed the firfl vacancy that fliould fall ; but Uiat 
ifone of them relied folely upon that interef>, with- 
out a prcfcnt to the S t- y, with whom fome of the 

C- went ffiacks. — For which reafon each 

of them had provided a fmall purfe; and I was afked 

what 
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what I propofed to give ? — Tliis was a vexatious qiicf- 
tion to me, who (far from being in a capacity ta 
gratify a ravenous i — t — y) had not wherewithal lo 
purchafc a dinner. — I therefore anfwered, I' had nor 
yet determined what to give ; and fneaked off to- 
wards my own^ lodging, curling my fate all the way, 
and mveighing with much, bitternefs againft the 
barbarity of my grandfather, and the fordid avarice of 
my. relations, who left me a prey to contempt and 
indigence.— Full of thefe difagreeable reflections, r 
arrived at the houfe where I lodged, and relieved my 
fcndlord from great anxiety on my account; for, 
thFs honefl'man believed fhad met with fome difmal 
accident, and that he fliould never fee me again. — 
Strap) who had come to vifTt me in the morning, 
underftandipg I had been abroad alT night, was almoft 
diftrafted, and after having obtained leave of his ma- 
fler, had gone in queft of me, though he was even 
more ignorant of the town than I. Not being will- 
ing to inform my landlord of my-adventure, I told 
him, I had met an acquaintance at Surgeon's hall^ 
with whom I fpent the evening and night, but being 
v^ much infefted by bugs, I had not flept much, 
and therefore intended to take a little repofe ; fo faying 
I went to bed and defired to be awakened if Slrapi 
fliould happen to come while I (hould be afleep. — ^I was 
accordingly roufed by my friend himfelf, who entered 
my chamber about three a clock in the afternoon ; 
and prefented a figure to my eyes, that I could fcarce 
believe real. — In ftiort, this affeftionate fhaver, felting 
out towards Surgeon 's-hall, had enquired for me there- 
to no purpofe; from thence he found his way to the 
N^vy office, where he could hear no tidings of me, 
becaufe I was unknown to every body then prefent 5 
he afterwards went upon Change in hopes of feeing 
me upon the Scotch walk; but without fuccefs: At* 
laft, being almoft in defpair of finding me, he refolv- 
cd. to aflc every body he met in the ftreet, if per- 
C 4 chance- 
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chance any one could give him information arbou* me r 
and a^ually put his refoluiion in praftice, m fpite 
of the fcof&, curfes, and reproaches with which he 
was anfvyered ; until a blackfiiiith's 'prentice, feeing^ 
him flop a porter with a burden on his back, and 
hearing his queftion, for which he received a hearty 
cuf fe, called to him, and afked if the perfon he enquir- 
ed after was not a Scotchman ? — Strap replied with, 
great eagernefs, '' Yes, and had on a brown coat witb 
«* long flcirts."— '< The fame (fatd the blackfmith) I 
•' faw him pafs by an hour ago.'*-<— •* Did you fo ?" 
** (cried Strap, rubbing his- hands) Odd! lam very 
*' glad of that — which way went he ?" — ** Towards^ 
", Tyburn in a cart (faid he ;) if you make good 
** fpecd you may get thither time enough to fee hiniv 
** hang'd." — This piece of wit incenfed my friend to 
iuch a degree, that he called the blackfmith fcoundrel, 
and protefted he would fight him for half a farthing — 
*' No, no^" (faid the other flripping) ** TU hav^t 
*' none of your money — you Scotchmen feldouL 
** carry any about you — but I'll fight yoa for love." 
— There was a ring immediately formed by the mob ^ 
and Strap finding he could not get off honourabljr 
without fighting, at the fame time burning with re- 
fentmefit againft bis adverfery^ quitted his cloaths ta 
the care of the naultitwde, and the battle began with 
great violence on the fide of Strap, who in a few mU 
nutes exha-uiled bis breath and fpirits on his patient an* 
tagonift, who fuftained the aflault with great coolnefe,. 
till finding the barber quite fpent, he returned the 
blows he had lem him, with fiich intereft, that Strap, 
after having received three falls on the hard flones,, 
gave out, ^nd allowed the blackfmith to be the better 
man. — The viftory being thus decided, it was prOf 
pofed to adjourn to-a cellar hard by and drink friends. 
—But when my friend began to gather up his cloaths^ 
he perceived that-fome honeft perfon or other had* 
made free with his flurt, neckcloth^ hat and wig. 

• whi^ 
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\»hlch were carried off;' and probably his coat aod 
waificoat would havier met with the lame fate, had 
they been worth AeaiiBg.*- It was ia vain for Iiim to 
make a noife> wMch only yielded mirth to the fpec- , 
tators ; he was fain to get off in this manner, which 
be accompjiihed with mucb difficulty, and appeared 
before me, all befmeared with blood and airt.-p- 
Notwithflanding this misfortune, fuch was, his tranf* 
port at finding me fafe and fonnd, that he had almoft . 
ftifled and ftunk me to death with his embraces — ^ , 
After he had cleaned himfelf and put on one of my, 
ihirts, and a woolen night cap ; I recounted to him, 
the particulars of mj, night's campaign, which filled . 
him with admiration, apd made him repeat witl^ 
^at energy an obferration which was often in h]$ 
mouth, namely, *' that furely London is the devil's 
•« drawing- roora."-^As neither of us had dined, he 
defir^d me to get up, and the milk-woman coming, 
round at that inftant, he went down flairs and bropght 
up a quart; with a penny brick, on which we miwle. 
a comfortable meal. lie then ftiared his money with 
me, which amounted to eighteen pence, and left me, 
with an intention to borrow an old wig and hat df 'bi9% 
fticnd th^ fchool-maflef . 

He was no fponer gone than I began to confider. 
my fituation with great uneafinefs, and revolved alL 
the fchemes my imagination could fuggcA, In order to 
choofe and purfue K>me one that would procure me. 
bread ; for it is impoflible to exprels the pangs I fcjtt 
when I refie<5lcd on the miferable dependence in whifh 
I lived, at the cxpence of a poor barber's boy*-?. 
My pride took the alarm, and haviag no hopes of 
fucceeding at the Navy-office, I came to a refolntioo 
of enlifliog in the foot^guards next dav, be the event 
what it would. — This extravagant dengn* by flatter- 
ing Yny difpofition, gave great fatisfa<5lion, and I was 
.charging the enemy at the head of my own rrg^mei^t, 
Vhen Su^^ retoro ipterrwnted py rcvefje.-r- 1 he? 
^ G 5 fchool- 
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fcbool-maftcr had made him a prefent of the tye-wrg- 
which he wore when I was introduced to him, to^ 
gertier witii an old hat, whofe brims would have over- 
fliadowed a ColofTus. — Though Strap had ventuf ed to- 
wear them in the dufk, he did hot chufe to entertain- 
the mob by day; therefore went to work immediately^ 
and reduced them both to a moderate fize. While he- 
was employed, in this office, he addrcffed me thusr 
** To be furc, Mr. Random, you are bornagentle- 
*' man, and have a great dieal of learning- and in- 
*^*^ deed look Itke a gentfeman, for as to perfon yoo? 
*t may hold up yodr head with the bed of them. — 
** On the other hand, I am a poor, but honeft co- 
«• bier's fon — my mother was as induftrious a woman? 
•^* as ever broke bread, 'tiH fuch time as (he took to. 
«^* drinking, which you very well know— but every- 
•* body has failiogs — humamm eft errure — Now for 
^ myfeif I am a poor jburneyman barber, tolevably 
" well made and underftand fome Latin, and have a- 
** fmattering of Greek— but what of that ? perhaps.^ 
*i i might aifo fay that I know a little of the world* 
4< — but that Kto no purpofe— though you be gentle- 
«* and I ffmple, it does npt follow but that 1 who* 
** am fimple may do a good office to you who are^ 
*^ gentle.-^-Now this is the cafe — my krnfman the 
** fchool- matter — perhaps you did not know how- 
^* nearly he is related to me — I'llfatisfy you in that 
** prefently*^his mother and my graiwl mother's fifter's- 
••'nephew — no, that's not it — my-g rand father's bro- 
•^* ther's daughter — rabbit it ! I have forgot the degree,. 
*• but this I know, he and I are coufins feven times- 
•^ removed.'* — My impatience to know the good of- 
ftce he had done me, got the better of my temper, and 

interrupted him at this place, wkh, ** D n your 

•* relation and pedigree, — if the fchool-mafter or 
** you can be of any advantage to^me, M^hy don't you- 
«» tell me without all this preamble."— When I pro- 
TOtinccd thefe words with fome vehcm^ce, Strap- 
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looked at me for fome time with a grave couatenaocc, 
and then went on : ** Sorely, our pedigree is not to- 
*«• be d — n*d, becaofe it is not fo noble as yours. — I 
*^ am very forry to fee fnch an alteration in your tem- 
*' l5erof late — yoa was always fiery, but now you 
H ire grown as crabbed as old Periwinkle the drunken 
". tinker, on whom you and I (God forgive us) 
**• played fo many unlucky tricks, while we were at 
**. fchool ; — but I will no longer detain you in fuf- 
** pence, becaufe (dtjubtlefs) nothing is more uncafy 
** than doubt — dubio pro.ul dubto nil dtthius.-^Mj 
*" friend, or relation, or which you will, or both, 
** the fchool-mafter, being informed of the regard I 
.•* have for you— for you may be fure, I did not fail to 
** let him know your good qualities -^ by the bye, he 
** has undertaken to teach you the pronunciation o£ 
•f the EngHfhf tongue, without which (he fiys) you 
*^ will be unfit for bufinefs it\ this country — I fay, 
*^ my relation has fpoke in }tdw behalf to a French: 
** apothecary who wants a journeyman; and on his 
*' recommenrdation, you may have fifteen pounds per 
** year, bed and board, whenever you pleafe."*— I 
WJ>s too much intercfied in this piece of news to enter- 
tain it with indifference; but jumping up, infifted on. 
Strap's immediately accompanying, me to the houfc* 
of his friend, that I might not lofe this opportunity^ 
through the leaft delay or negleft on my part. — We 
were informed that the fchool- maffer was in company 
at a publick houfe in the neighbourhood, whither we 
repaired, and found him drinking with the very in- 
dividual apothecary in quefiion. When^ he was called 
to the door at our defire, and obferved my impatience, 
he broke out into his ufual term of admrraticwi : " O 

*« Ch ft ! I fuppofe when you heard of this offer, 

*'• you did not* take leifurc enough to come downr 
S* ftahs, but leapt out of the window ; did you over- 
*^ turn no porter nor QYfter-woQrau in your way V 
i* — It w«La mercy ofXiad you did. not knock your- 
; ' G 6 rr^^ahrains. 
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«* t>rttiis o«t agnnft ibme poft k your career.-^ O^ifl^ 
*' codfcience ! I bdiere had I been in the iomoli 
«• recefles of my habitation»'^the very pemtralia,'*^ 
•* cfCft in bed whh my vrifef your es^mefs woulcl< 
*^ have formooQted bohs, bars, decency and every 
** thing. — The den of Cacus, or Stm^um San^emfft 
<* could not have hid me from ycm. But come along,^ 
'^ the gentleman of whom I fpoke is in the honfe, I* 

*' will prefent you to h&n forthwith." When B 

entered the room, I perceived four or five people 
fmoakiog, one of whom the fchool'mafleF accofted 
thns : *' Mr. Lavement, heme's the young man oS 
** whom I fpoke to you.*'. The apothecary, who- 
was a little old withered man, with a forehead about 
an inch hfgh, anofe turned up at the end, large^ 
cbeek hpnes that. helped to form a pit for his little? 
grey eyes, a^ great bdg of loofe (kin hanging downt 
on each fide in wrinkles like the alforjas of a baboon ;/ 
and a mouth fo aceu{k)med to that contra^ion whicte 
produces grinning, that he could not pronounce a 
fyllable without difcoverrng the remaios-^f his teeth^ 
\trhich confifted of four yellow fangs, not improperly 
by anatomifts, called canine,' This perfon (I fay}\ 
after having eyed me fometime; faid, *' Oho, *tis4 
" ver weU, Monf. Concordance ;— young man, jow 
** arc ver welcome, uke* one coup of bierre—and^ 
•' come to mine houfe to*mari30w morning; Monf.. 
•* Concordance vil fhcw yon de way."-— Upon this I 
made my bow, and as I went out of the room, could; 
hear him fi^y, Mafoj ! ciji un beau garxon^ ct^Ji wt 
folliard^ — As I had by my own application while V 
forved Crab, acquired the French tongue well enougb^ 
io read authors written in that langu^e, and under^ 
fiand any thing that: occurred in converfatlon, I do* 
lermined to pretend ignorance to my new mafter, 
i)iat he and his family, whom I fuppofed to be of the 
lime country, not being on the referve before me,, 
B^ht poi&bly dilcover fomcthing in dikourie^ whkh 
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ivoold either yield me ^auiiemenc or adva&tagc.— » 
Blext morniog Mr. ConcordaiKe carried me to the- 
apothecary's houfe, vrhere the bargain was made, 
and orders given to provide an apartment for me ko* 
mediately. — But before I entered upon bufinefs, the- 
fchooi-mafier recommended me to his taylor, who- 
gave me credit for a fuit of cloaths to be paid ontof the 
firft mcHety of my wages, and they were begun upoa 
thai very day ; be afterwards accommodated me with^ 
a^aew hat, on the fame terms ; fo that in a few days, 
Ir hoped to make a very fafhionable appearance. — la* 
the mean time, Strap^ conveyed my baggage to the: 
place allotted for me, which was^^a back room up twt>' 
pair of fiairs, furnished with a pallet for me to lie- 
Bpon, a chair without a back, an earthen cha6iber« 
pot withoirt a handle, a bottle by way of candleftick,, 
and a triangular piece of glafs ioftead of a mirrourv 
-the relkof its-ornaments having been lately removed to? 
•ne of the garrets, for the convenience of the fer-vant? 
^ an Iriih captain^ who lodged in the firfl floor. 



C H A P. XIX. 

The ctaraSfers of Mk Lavement, bis wife atid^ 

daughter -fame anecdotes of the family . 

^t mother andddt^bter rivals lam giiilty: 

of a wiftake that gives mo prefent fMisfaEttony. 
hut' is attmdedwith trouble fomo confequences. 

NEXT day^ while I was at work in the (hop^ 
a bouncing damfel well drcfled came in, on 
pretence off finding a vial for fometifeor other ; and 
taking an opportunity,, when^ flie thought I did noc 
mind her, of obferving mc narrowly, went away 
Wtka iUcfit ^^ oif (Ufdaidr-4> eafiiy guelTed her 
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fentimcnts, and my pride took the refoIutioD oretr-^ 
tcrtaining the fame indifference and negleft^towards^ 
her. — At dinner, fhe maids with whom I dined iir 
the kitcbin, gave me to uoderfland tHat this was my 
mailer's only daughter, who would have a very hand- 
fome fortune, on account of which, and* her beauty, 
a great many young gentlemen made their addreffes 
to her— that (he had been twice on the brink of 
marriage, but difappointed by the ftinginefs of her 
father, who refufedto part with a (hilling to promote- 
the match — for which reafon the young lady did not 
behave to her father with all the filial veneration that 
^ight be expefted : In particular, (he harboured the 
molt perfeft hatred for his CQuntrymen, in which; 
difpofition fhe refembled her mother, who was an Eng- 
lifh woman ; and by the hints they dropp'd, I learn- 
ed the grey mare was the better horfe-^—that /he was 
a matron of a high fpirit, which was often manifeft- 
ed at the expence of her dependants : that fhe loved' 
diverfions ; and looked upon mifs as her rival in -all- 
'parties ; which was indeed the true caufe of her dif— 
appointments ; for had the mother been heartyinhtrr 
'intereft, the father would not have ventured to refufa 
her demands.— Over and above this intelligence, 1 of 
myfelf, foon made more difcoveries ; Mr. Lave- 
ment's fignificant grins at his wife, wl^ile (he looked. 
another way, convmced me that he was not at all 
content with his lot: And his behaviour in prefence 
of the captain, mhd'e me believe his' chief torment 
was jealoufy.— As for my own part, I was^confider'd 
in no other light than that of a menial fenvant, and 
had been already fix days in the houfe without being 
bonour'd with one ..w^ord ' fix^nr- either mother or 
daughter, the latter (as I und*jrftt)od from the-maids) 
having at table one day, exprelTed fome fuiprize that 
her papa fliould entertain fuch an aukward mean* 
k)oking journeyman.— I was nettled at this piece of 
information, and n^u Sunday Qx beincmy turn to 
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fcifte my diverfion) drefled myfelf in my new cloaths^ 
to the greaieft advantage, and, vanity ^paTt; made 
no contemptible figure ■ After having fpent moft 
part of the day in company with Strap and fome of 
bis acquamtanccj I came home in the afternoon, and' 
was let in by mifs, who not knowing me, dropt a 
low courtefey as I advanced, which I returned with a-, 
profound bow, and fhut the door.— By that time I 
had turned about, flie had perceived her miflake, and 
changed colour, but did not withdraw; The pa/Tagc- 
being narrow, I could not get away without joflling^ 
her ; fo I was forced to remain where I was with*, 
ray eyes fixed on the ground, and my face glowing 
with blufhes — At length her vanity coming to her 
sffiftance, (he went away tittering, and I could hear 
her pronounce the word " Creature." From this day 
forward, ftie came into the'Khop fift}' times every- 
day, upon various pretences, and put ijv praftice fo* 
many ridiculdus airs, that I could eaCly perceive hep 
opinion of me was changed, and that fhe did nob 
think me altogether an unworthy conqueft.*-But my 
heart was fo fteei'd againft her charms by pride and 
refentment, which were two chief ingredients in my 
difpofition, that I remained infenfible to all her arts ;. 
and noiwithiknding fome advances (he made, couldi 
not be prevailed upon to yield heuthc leaft attention.-—- 
This negleft foon bani(h'dall the favourable impre(fi- 
ons (he felt for me, and the rage of a flighted woOaao^ 
took place inher heart ; this (he manifefted not only.- 
m all the fuggeftions her malice could invent to my 
. prejudice with her father, but alfo in procuring for 
me fuch fervile employments, as flxe hoped, wouldi 
fufficiently humble my fpirit. One day in particu- 
lar, (he ordered me to brufh my matter's coat, but L 
refufmg, a fmarfr dialogue enfued, which ended in» 
her burfting into tears of rage ; when her mother 
ioterpofing, and examining into the merit's of the- 
«aufe, determined it in my favour >. apd tiiis good^ 
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office I owed not to toy eOeem or Goofideratlon (he 
had for me, l>ut (aielj to the defire of mortifyiog her 
daughter, who oa this occaCoa obferved, that let 
peopk be never fe much in th^ right, there were 
lame folks who would never do them jufticei but to 
be fure they had their reafbas for it, which fome peo*- 
file were not ignorant' of, althoimh they defpifed^ 
their litdc art*.— This infinuation ot ibme people and^ 
fome folks, put me upon obferving the behaviour of 
nsy miftrds more narrowly for the future ; and it was^ 
not long before I had reafon to believe that flie looked ^ 
upon her daughter as a rival in the affections of cap- 
taiii Odonnell, who lodged in the houfe.— ^In the 
mean time my induftry and knowledge gain'd me the-^ 
good will of my mailer, who would often fay in* 
French, " Mardy ! c'eft un bon Garfon.'* He had' 
a great- deal of bufinef^^ but as he was moftly em-- 
pioycd among his fellow refugees, his profits were 
Ibalh — However, his expence for medicines was nor 
great, for he was the moft expert man at a fucceda- 
neum, of an apothecary in London, fo^ that I have 
been fometimes amaxed to fte him, without the leaft' 
hefitation, make up a phyfician's prefcription, though> 
tie had not in his (hop one medicine mentioned iai 
iix — Oyfter-(heUs he could convert into crab's eyes p. 
common oil into dl of fweet almonds ; fyrup of fu^^ 
gar into balfamic fyrup; Thames water into aqua 
oinnomomi*; turpentine into capnvi ; and a bundredl 
more coftly preparations were produc'd in aft in/^ant;. 
&om the cheapeft and coarfeft drugs of the materia- 
tmdica: And when any common thing was ordered 
for a patient, he always took care to difguife it in 
colour or tafte, or both, in fuch a manner, as that 
If could not poffibiy be known.-^or which purpofe^ 
oochineai and oil of cloves were of great fervice, A- 
nong many noftrums which he poi9efs*d, there was 
one tor the venerealdifeafe, that brougkt bim a good 
dcak}C money; and tluft he conceaUd fo. artfully From 
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ine, that I could never learn its compofitton : But 
dctriog the cigirt momlw I flay'd m h» fervke, be- 
was fo rmfortunate in theufe of it, that three parts 
in four of^ thofe who took it, were fain to^ coirfrnt 
the cure by a falivation uttder the direftion of another 
doftor.— — This bad foccefs, hi alt appearance, at* 
tached him the more to his fpecifk ; and before I left 
hiaty 1 may remure to fay, he would have fooner ue*- 
noonced the Trinity (notwithftanding* Hl^ being a 
good Hugonot) than his confidence in the never- 
failing power erf" this remedy.— Mr. Lavement had 
attempted more than once, to introduce a vegetable 
diet into his family, by hunching out into the 
praife of roots and greens, and decrying the ufe of 
fleflx, both as a phyficiim and philofopher ; but a^l 
bis rhetoric could not make one profelyte to his opi^ 
fiion, and even the vfth of his boiom declared again(t 
the propofel. — ^Whether it was owkig to the litTle 
regard fhe paid to her huftand^ admonition in this 
particuliar, or to the natural warmth of her conftittt:^ ' 
tion^ I know not ; but this lady's paflffons became ' 
ever day more and morcviolenf, tiJl at laft (he 16ok*<f * 
upon decency as an wnnecefliry jeftraim ; and one 
afternoon, when her bu(band was abroad^ and her 
daughter gone to vlfit, order'd me to call » hackney 
coach, in which flie and the captain drove towards 
Coveot Garden^— Mils came home in the evening, 
and flipping at her ufuat hour, went to bed. — ^Abou^; 
cleveft a dock my mafter enter'd^ and aflced if Mil5^ 
wife was gone ta fteep : Upon which I told him, my/ 
miftrefs went out in the afternoon, and was not yc^ 
return'd.— Thiis was like a clap of thunder to the.poor 
Apothecary, who ftarting back, cried, **• Jt^r/ drma- 
*« vUf vat you tell a me ? — My wife notat home I'* 
-^At that inftant a patient's fervaiu arrived- with a 
prefcription for a draught, which my mafter taking, 
went into the. (hop to make it up with his own hand. 
—While he rabh'd thft ingredients io a glafs mortar, 

hfli 
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he eoquir'd of me, whether or no his wife went out 
alooe ; and no fooner beard that (he wa^ in €om|>any 
with the captain, than with one blow he fplit tbe 
mortar into a thoufaod pieces^ and grinning like the 
head of a bafs viol, exclaimed, *' Ah traltrene!" — 
It would have beenimpoffiWe for me to have preferv'd 
my gravity a minute longer, when I was happiljf: 
relieved by a rap at the door, which I opened, and 
perceived my miftrefs coming out of the coach ; ihe 
flounced immediately kitathe (hop, and addrefled her 
hu(band thus : ** I fuppofe you thought i was loft,, 
*' my dear — Captain Odonnell has been fo good as ta 
** treat me with a play."— " Play — ^play (replied he) 
** Oho 1 yes; by gar, I believe ver prettie play." — 
•' Blefs me 1 (fcid ihe) what's tbe matter ?" — *' Vat 
". de matter? (cried he forgetting all his former 
*' complaifance) by gar, you be one damn dog's wife^ 
** —ventre bleu ! me viU fliow you vat it is to put 
** one hoFft upon mine head. Pardieu ! le capitaine: 
*'. Odonnell be one'*— -Here the captain, who hadi 
been all the while at the door difcharging,tl}e^coaqtt,. - 
entered, andfaid with a terrible voice, *^ D — -mme^l^ 
*S what am. i<*"-— Mr, Lavement changing Ijis tope». 
immediately faluted him with, *' Ohfrviteur mon^ 
^^'fiiurU capitaine,^ vous e:es un g-iaJIant homme. — ♦wr*- 
^^ fimme eft fart ohligie'' — Then turning about t<^7 
wards me, pronopnced >yith a low vpice, *^ Et diahk'^ ^ 
^^^ment ob'tgeavte fans douie.''^-^":^ HarkeCyMr. Lave--, 
** ment, (faid the captain) I am a man of honour,. 
** and I believe you ace too much of a gentleman ta- 
*' be offended at the civility I fl^ew your wife.*' 

— ' :-This declaration had fnchr an^efFeft on* 

the apothecary, that he refumed all the politeflc of a. 
Frenchman j aad with the utmoft. pfoflration of com- . 
pUment, allured the captain that he was- pterfedUy 
well fatisfied with the honour he had done his wife.— 
Matters being thus compofed, every body went to* 
«en — Next day 1 perceived through^ a glafs door that, 
i opcncdi 
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opened from the (hop into the parlour, the captaio 
talking earneftly to mifs, who heard him with a 
look that exprefled anger mingled with fcorn ; which, 
however he at lafl found means to mollify, and ftaled 
his reconciliatioti with a kifs. — This circumftance 
fooa convinced me of the occaiion of the quarrel ; 
but notwithftanding all my vigilance, I could never 
difcover any other commerce between them — ^In the 
mean while, I had reafon to believe I had infpired 
one of the maids with tender fentiments for me^ 
and one night when I thought every other perfon in 
the houfe afleep, I took the opportunity of going 
to reap the fruits of my conqueft j her bedfellow 
having the day before gone to Richmond to vifit her 
parents — Accordingly 1 got up, and (naked as I was) 
explored my way in the dark, to the garret where fhe 
lay. — I was raviOied to find the door open, and moved 
foftly to her-bedfide, tranfportcd with the hope of 
compleating my wifhes. — But what horrours of jea- 
loufy and difappointmcnt did 1 feel, when I found 
her afleep, faft locked in the arms of a man, whom I 
eafily guefTed to be no other than the captain's fervant i 
I was upon the point of doing fome ra(h thing, 
when the noife of a rat fcratching behind the wain- 
fcot, put me to flight, and I was fain to get back to 

my own bed in fafety. Whether this alarm had 

difordered my mind, or that I was led aftray by the 
power of deftiny. I know not j but inftcad of turn- 
ing to the left hand, when I defcended to the fecond 
ftory, I purfued the contrary courfe, and miftook the 
young lady's bed chamber for my own. I did not 
perceive my millake befprc I had run againft the bed 
polls ; and then it was not in my power to retreat 
undifcovered ; for the pymph being awake, felt my. 
approach, and with a fuft voice, bade me make lets, 
noife left the Scotch booby it> th.e next room fliould 
oyer- hear us. 1 his bint was fufficient to inform me 
o( ilie nature of the aiTigoation ; aad as my paflions, 

at 
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«t any time high, were then in a ftatc of exaflation, T 

refolved to profit by my good fortune. Without 

any more ceremony therefore, I made bold to flip into 
bed to this charmer, who gave me as favourable sc 
reception as I could defire. — Our converfation was 
Tery fparing on my part, but fhe upbraided the per- 
£oa whom I reprefented, with hrs jealoufy of me,, 
whom fhe handled fo roughly, that my refentment 
had well nigh occafioned a difcovery more than once ; 
but I was confoled for her hatred of me by the revenge 
1 enjoyed in underftanding from her own mouth, 
that it was now high time to falve her reputation? 
by matrimony -, for flie had reafon to fear fhe couJd' 
not much longer conceal the effefts of their mirtnal 
inlercourfe. — ^While I was meditatFng an anfwer t<x 
this propofal, I heard a noife in ray room, like 
fcimething heavy falling down upon the floor : Uppu- 
which I flarted up, and creeping to the dbor of my 
chamber, obferved by moon- light, the fliadbw of a< 
Hian groping hfe way out ; fo 1 retired to one fkfe 
to let him pafs, and faw him go down flairs as ex- 

feditioufly as he could. It was an eafy mattci; to- 

divtoe that this was the captain, who having over* 
'flept bimfelf, had got up at laft to keep his affigna* 
tion ; and finding my door open, had entered my apart- 
ment inftead of that of his miflrefs, where I lupplied 
his place.— pBut findijig his miftake, by falling over 
my chair, he was afraid the noife might alarm the fai 
mily, and for that reafon made ofF, delaying the grai 
tification of his defires till another opportunity. — By 
this time, I was fatisfied ; and inflead of returning to 
the place from whence I came, retreated to my own 
caftle, which I fortified by bolting the door, and in 
the congratulation of my own happinefs fell afleep. — 
But the truth of' this adventure could not be long 
concealed from my young miftrefs, who next day 
came to an explanation with the captain, upon his 
tepentmg his laft night's difappointment, and begging 

£ardoa. 
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pardon for the noiie he had made.— —Their mutual 
chagrin, when they came to the knowledge of what 
liad happened, may be eafily conjeftuxed, ' though 
-each had a peculiar grief unfelt by the other ; for, ^e 
was confciou& of sot only bawiag betrayed to me 
tbcfecretsof her commerce with him; but alfo, of 
liaving incenfed me by the freedoms fhe had taken 
with my name, beyond a hope of reconciliatfon.— 
On the other hand, his jealoufy fuggefted, that her 
ferrow was all artifice ; and that I had ftipplted his 
frface with her own privity and confent. — That.fuch 
was the fituation of their thoughts, will appear ip the 
fequel — for, that very day (he came into the ihop 
where I was alone, and fixing her e3Kes, fwimming in 
tears, upon me, figh'd rooft piteoufly : But I was proof 
againft her diftrefs, by recollefting the epithets with 
which fhe had honoured me the night before ; sad 
4;>elieving that the good reception I enjoyed was de« 
flined for another ; therefore I took no notice of her 
tfiUAion ; and fhe had tjie mortification to find her 
diidain returned foni'-fold. — However, from thence- 
forward fhe thought proper to ufe me with more 
complaifance than ufoal, knowing that it was in my 
power at any time to publiih her (hame.— -By thefe 
means my life became much more agreeable (though 
. I never could prevail upon myfelt to repeat my noc- 
turnal vifit) and as I every day improved in my know* 
ledge of the town, I ihook off my ankward air by de- 
grees, and acquired the cbaraAer <^a poUte joum^- 
Bian apothecary. 
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CHAP. XX. 

I am aJfauUed and danger oujly wounded— fuf^eSl 

OdonneJl^ and am confirmed in nrf opinion 

concert a fcheme of revenge ^ and put // in exe- 
cution -OdormeU robs his own fervant^ and 

dif appears — I make my addrejfes to a lady^ and 
am miraculoujly delivered from her fnare. 

ONE night about twelve o' dock, as I returned 
from viiiting a patient at Chelfea, I received 
a blow on my head from an unfeen hand> that 
ftretched me fenfelefs. on the ground ; and was left 
for dead with three ftabs of a fword in my body. 
The groans I uttered when I recovered the ufe of my 
reafon, alarmed the peof le of a foiitary ale-houfe, 
that ftood near the fpot where I lay, and they were * 
humane enough to take me in, and fend for a fur- 
geon, who drefTed my wounds, and afTured me they 
were not mortal. One of them penetrated through 
the (kin and mufcles of one fide of my belly in fuch 
a ihanner, that (doubtlefs) the aflafTm imagined he 
had run me through the entrails. — The fecond flant- 
cd along one of my ribs, and the laft, which was 
intended for the finiftiing ftroke, having been direfted 
to my heart, the fword fiiapt upon my breaft- bone, 
and the point remairved flicking in the fkin. — ^Whcn 
I reflefted upon this event, I could not perfuade my- 
felf, that I had been affaulted by a common foot- 
pad ; becaufe it is not ufual for fuch people to mur- 
der thofe they rob, efpecially when they meet with 
no refiftance; and I found my money and every 
. thing elfe about me (but my carcafe) fafe. I con- 
cluded therefore, that I muft either have been mif- 

taken 
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taken for another^ or obliged to the private refeot- 
ment of^fome fecret enemy for ^hat had happened ; 
and as I could remember no body who had the leaft 
xaufe of complaint agalnft me, except captain Odon* 
Tiell and my mafler's daughter, my fufpicion fettled 
upon them, though I took care to conceal it, that 
I might the fooner arrive at confirmation — With 
this view, I went home in a chair about ten o* clock 
in the morning ; and as the chairmen fupported me 
into the houfe, met the captain in the paflage ; who 
410 fooner faw me, than he Ilarted back, and gave 
evident ilgns of guilty confufion, which he would 
Tiave accounted for from the furprize occafioned by 
feeing me in fuch a condition.— My mailer having 
heard my ftory, condoled me with a good deal of 
fympathy, and when he underftood my wounds 
-were not -dangerous, ordered me to be carried up 
ftairs to bed ; though not without fome oppofitioa 
from his wife, who was of opinion, it would be 
better for me to go to an hofpital, where I fliould 

be 'more carefully attended. My meditation was 

employed in concerting with myfelf fome method of 
revenge againft fquire Odonnell and his Inamorata, 
whom I looked upon as the authors of my mrf- 
fortune; when mifs (who was not at home at my 
arrival) entered my chamber ; and faying (he was 
forry for the accident that had befallen me, afked if 
I fufpefted any body to be the afTailin : Upon which 
I fixed my eyes ftedfaltly upon her, and anfwered, 
^' Yes." — She difcovered no fympton of confufion ; 
but replied haftily, *• If that be the cafe, why don't 
*' you take out a warrant to have him. apprehended ? 
" It will coft but a tiifle — ^if you have no money;- 1*11 
** lend you." — This franknefs not only Cured me of 
my fufpicion with refpeft to her ; but even ftagger'd 
my belief with regard to the captain, of whofe guilt 
I refolved to have further proof, before I fhould en- 
terprizc any thing in the way of revenge. — ^I thanked 

her 
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her kindly for her generous offer ; which however 
I had no occafion to accept, being determined to do 
nothing raftily : For though I could plainly perceive 
the perfon who attacked me, to be a foldier whofe 
face I thought was familiar to me, I could not 
fwear with a fafe confcience to any particular man ; 

, ai^d granting I could, my profecution of him would 
-not much avail. — This uncertainty I pretended, left 
the captain hearing &om her, that I knew the perfon 
who wounded me, might think proper to withdraw 

' before I could be in a condition to requite him.—- la 
two days I was up, and able to do a little bufinefs, 
fo that Mr. Lavement made (hift to c^rry on bis 
praftice, without hiring another journeyman in my 

Toom.-^The firft thing I attempted towards a cer- 
tain difcovery of my fecret enemy, was to get into 

' OdonneU's apartment, while he was abroad in an 
undrefs, and examine his fword, the point of which 
being broke off, I applied the fragment that was 
found flicking in my oody, and found it anfwercd 

the fraftured part exaftly. There was no room 

ieft for doubt ; and all that remained was to fix 
vpon a fcheme of revenge, which almoft folely en- 
groffed my thoughts during the fpace of eight nights 

and days. Sometimes I was tempted to fall 

upon him in the fame manner as he had pra£lifed 

upon me, and kill him outright.-r But this af- 

fault my honour oppofed as a piece of barbarous 
<owardice, in which he was not to be imitated.— 
At other times I entertained thoughts of demand- 
ing fatisfaftion in an honourable way ; but was di- 
verted from this undertaking by confidering the un- 
certainty of the event, and the nature of the in- 
jury he had done me, which did not entitle him to 
fuch eafy terms. — ^At laft I determined to purfue a 
middle courfe ; and aftually put my defign in exe* 

cution after this manner Having fecured the 

affiftaaGc of Strap and two of his acquaintance whom 

he 
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he could depend upon, we provided ourfelves with 
difguifes, and I caufed the following letter to be de- 
livered to him by one of our aflbdates in livery, one 
Sunday evening, 

S i R, 

** T f* I "^^y ^^ allowed to judge from appearance, 

** I it will not be difagreeable to you to hear that 

•f my hufband is gone toBagfhot to vifit a patient> 

** and will not return till lo-moiTow night j fo that 

** if you have any thing to propofe to me (as your 

** behaviour on many occafions has feemed to in- 

** finuaie) you will do well to embr^ice the prefent 

** opportunity of feeing 

Toursy &c. 

This lefter was figned with the name of an apo- 
thecary's wife, who lived in Chelfea, of whom I 
had heard Odonnell was an admirer. — Every thing 
fucceeded to our wi(h. — The amorous hero haftened 
towards the place of aifignatiqn 5 and was encoun- 
tered by US' in the very place where he had afUiulted 
m^i — ^We fufhed upon him all at once, fecured his 
fword, ftfiptoffhis cloaths even to the fki«, Xvhich 
we fcourged with nettles till he was bliftered from 
head to foot, notwith (landing all the eloquence of 
his tears and fupplications. When I was fatisHed 
with the ftiipes I had beftowed, we carried off his 
cloaths, which we hid in a hedge near the place, 
and left him (lark naked, to find liis way home in 
the beft manner he could, while I took care to be 
there before him — I afterwards underllood that in 
his way to the lodgings of a friend, who lived in 
the fkirts of the town, he was picked up by the 
watch, who carried him to the Round houfe, from 
whence he fent for doaths to his lodgings ; and next 

Vol. I. H morning 
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morning arrived at the door in a chair, wrapt up in 
a blanket he had borrowed ; for his body was fo 
fore and fwellcd, that be could not bear to be . con* 
fined in his wearing apparel. — He was treated with 
the utmoft tendernefs by my miftrefs and her daugh- 
ter, who vied with each other in their care and at- 
tendance of him; but Lavement himfelf could not 
forbear exprefling his joy, by feveral* malicious grins, 
while he ordered me to prepare an unguent for his 
•fores. — ^As to myfelf, no body can doubt my grati- 
fication, when 1' had every day an opportunity of 
feeing my revenge protrafted on the body of my ad- 
rerfary, by the ulcers of which I had been the caufe ; 
and indeed I not only enjoyed the fatisfaftion of 
having flead him alive, but another alfo which J had 
not forefeen. The ftory of his being attacked and 
ftript in fuch a place having been inferted in' the 
news, gave information to thoTe who found his cloaths 
next day, whither to bring them ; and accordingly 
he retrieved every thing he had loft except a few 
letters, among which was that which I had writ to 
him in the name of the apothecary's wife. — This and 
the others which (it feems) were all on the fubjeft 
of love (for this Hibernian hero was one of ^ thofe 
people who are called fortune-hunters) fell into the 
hands of a certain female author, famous for the fcan- 
dal (lie has publifhed ; who after having embellifhed 
them with fome ornaments of her own invention, 
gave them to the town in print.— I was very much 
fhocked on refle^ing, that I might poiTibly be the 
occafion of a whole family's unhappinefs, on account 
of the letter I bad written ; but was eafed of that ap- 
prehenfion, when I underftood that the Ghelfea apo- 
thecary bad commenced a law-fuit againfl: the printer 
for defamation j and looked upon the whole as a piece 
of forgery, committed by the author, who had dif- 
appeared. — But whatever might be his opinion of the 
matter, our two ladies feemed to entertain a different 

idea 
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idea of it : for, as foon as the pamphlet appeared, I 
could perceive their care of their patient conllderably 
diminifli, until atjaft it ended in total negleft.— It 
was impoiCble for him to be ignorant of this change, 
any more than of the occafion of it ; but as he was 
confcious to himfelfof having deferved worfe than 
contempt at their hands, he was glad to come ofFfo 
cheaply, and contented himfelf with muttering curfes 
and threats againft the apothecary, who (as he ima- 
gined), having got an inkling of the appointment witk 
his wife, had taken revenge of him in the manner 
defcribed.— By that time he had got a new fcarfFfkin, 
his charafter was become fo notorious, that he thought 
It high time for him to decamp ; and his retreat he 
performed in one night without beat of drum, after 
having robbed his own fervant of every thing that be- 
longed to him except the cloaths he had on his back, 
— A few days after He difappeared, Mr. Lavement, for 
his own fecurity, took into cuflody a large old trunk 
which he had left ; and as it was very heavy, made 
no queftipn that the contents were fufficient to in- 
demnify him for what Odonnel owed in lodging — 
But, a month being elapfed without hearing any tid- 
ings of this adventurer ; and my m after being impa- 
tient to know what the trunk contained ; he ordered 
me to break it open in his prefence, which tallil per- 
formed vwth the peftle of our great mortar, and dif- 
covcred, to his inexpreflible aftonifliment and morti- 
fication , a heap of (tones. 

About this lime, my friend Strap informed me of 
an offer he had to go abroad with a gentleman in 
quality of valet de chambrr^ and at the fame time af- 
fured me, that whatever advantage he might propofe 
to himfelf from this profpeft, he could not bear the 
thoughts of parting from me j fo much was he attach- 
ed to my fortune. — In fpite of all the obligations I 
owed to this poor honeft fellow, ingratitude is-fo na- 
tural t o the heart of man, that I began to be tired of bis 
H 2 ac- 
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acquaintance ; and now, that I had contrafted other 
friendfhips which appeared more creditabk, was evea 
afhamed to fee a journeyman barber enquiring after 
me with the familiarity of a companion. — I therefore, 
on pretence of confulting his welfare, infifted upon 
his accepting the propofal, \i'hich he at laft determined 
to embrace with great reluflance, laod in a few days 
took his leave of me, (heddieg a flood of tears, which 
I could not behold without emotion. — I now began 
to look upon myfelf as a gentleman in reality ; learn- 
ed to dance of a Frenchman whom I had <:ured of a 
fafliionable dillemper ; frequented plays during the 
holidays ; became the oracle of an alehoufe, where 
<every difpute was referred to my decifioci ; and at 
length contraftcd an acquaintance with a young lady, 
'who found means to make a conqueft of my heart, 
and upon whom I prevailed, after much attendance 
and folicitation, to give me a promife of marriage.— 
As this beautiful creature pafTed for a rich heirefs, I 
blefled my good fortune, and was aftually on the 
• point of crowning all my wlQies by matrimony ; 
•when one morning, I went to her lodgings, and her 
maid being abroad, took the privilege of a bridegroom 
to enter her chamber, where to my utter confufion I 
found her in bed with a man.— Heaven gave me pa- 
tience and prefence of mind enough to withdraw im- 
mediately J and I thanked my liars a thoufand times for 
the happy difcovery, by which I refolved to profit fo 
iDuch, as to abandon all thoughts of marriage for th« 
future. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Squire Gawky comes to ledge witB' my majler 

is involved in a troublefotne pffair, out 

of which he is extricated by me he mar- 

ries my^ mafier*s daughter they confpire 

figainji me / am found guilty of theft ; 

difcbargcd deferted by my friends-. / 

hire a roam in St. Giles's wherey by acci^ 

dent^ I find the lady to whom I made my ad- 
dre£es^ in a miferable condition 1 relieve her. 

WHILE I enjoyed myfelf at large in xhis 
temper of mind, Mr. Lavement let his firft 
floor to my countryman and acquaintance Squire 
Gawky, who by this time had got a lieutenancy ins 
the army, and fuch a martial ferocity in his appear- 
ance;, that I was afraid he would remember what had 
happened between 14s in Scotland, and attone for his 
breach of appointment then, by his punftuality now > 
but whether he had adlually forgot me, or was willing 
to make me believe (b, he betrayed not the leaft 
fymptomof recognition at fight of me, and I remained 
quite cured of my apprehenfion ;. tho' I had occafioa 
not long after to be convinced, that howfoever his 
externals might be altered, he was at bottom the 
fame individual Gawky whom I have already defcribed- 
—For, coming home late one night from the houfe 
of a patient, I heard a noife in the ftreet, and as I 
approached, perceived two gentlemen in cuftodf 
of three watchmen. The prifoners, who were mife- 
rably disfigured with dirt, complained bitterly of 
H 3 ^ , the 
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the lofs of their hats and wigs j and one of them, 
whom by his tongue T knew to be a Scotchman, 
lamented moft piteoufly, offering a guinea for his 
liberty, which the watchman refufed, alledging that 
one of his companions was, wounded grievoufty, and 
that he muft fland to the confequence. My pre- 
judice in fevour of my native country was fo ftrong, 
that I could not bear to fee any body belonging to it 
in diftrefs, and therefore, with one blow of my 
faithful cudgel, knocked down the watchman who had 
hold of the perfon for whom I was chiefly concern- 
ed. -< He was no fooner difengaged, than he betook 

himfelf to his heels, and left me to maintain the dify 
pure as I (hould think proper ; and indeed I came off 
but fcurvily, for, before I cotHd avail myfelf of my 
fpeed, I received a blow on the eye, from one of the 
other two, that had well nigh deprived me of the 
ufeof that organ ; however, 1 made ihift to get home 
where I was informed of Captain Gawky's being 
robb'd and abufed by a company of foot-pads ; and 
was ordered by my matter to prepare an emollient 
glyfter and paregorick draught, in order to allay and 
compofe the ferment of his fpirits, occafioned by 
the barbarous treatment he had undergone, while he 
took twelve ounces of blood from him immediately* 
— When I enquired into the particulars of this ad- 
Venture, and underftood by the fervant that he 
came in juft before rae, without hat and wig, I 
made no fcruplc of believing him to be the perfon I 
had releafed, and was confirmed in my belief upoa 
hearing his voice to which (before that event) I bad 
been fo long a ftranger. My eye being coofiderably 
fwelled and inflamed, I could not reneft upon my 
enterprife without curfijig my own foUy, and even re- 
folving to declare the truth of the \yhole A.ory, in or- 
per to be revenged on the cowardly wretch, for whom 
I had fufFered : Accordingly, next day, after he had 
told, in prefence of my mafter, Ms wife and daughter. 
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who came to vifit him, a thoufand lies concerning the 
prowefs he had fticwn in makins his efcape, I ventured 
to explain the myftery, and calling in the evidence of 
my contufcd eye, upbraided him with cowardice and 
ingratitude — Gawky was fo aftoniihed at this dif- 
courfe, that he could not anfwerone word; and the 
reft of the company ftared at one another ; till at 
length my miftrefs reprimanded me for my infolent be* 
haviour, and threatened to turn me away for my pre-' 
fumption. — Upon which, Gawky (having recollefted 
himfelf) obferved, as the young man might have mif- 
taken iinother perfon for him, he could forgive'his in- 
finuations, more efpecially as he feemed to have fuf- 
fered for his civility; but advifed mc to be more cer- 
tain in my conjeftures for the future, before I vca- 
tared to publish them to the prejudice of any man.— 
Mifs applauded the captain's generofity in pardoning 
one who had fo villainoufly afperfed him, and I began 
to imagine her praife was not at all difintcrefted. — 
Btit the apothecary, who perhaps had more penetra- 
tion, or lefs partiality than his wife and daughter, 
differed from them in his fentin>€nts of the matter^ 
and exprejflTed himfelf-ta me in the (hop in this man- 
ner : ** Ah mon pauvre Roderique 1 you ave more 
'** ofde veracite dan of de prudence — bot mine vife 
*' and dater be diablement fage, and Monf. le capi- 
** taine un fanfaton, pardieu !" This eulogium on 
his wife and daughter, though fpoken ironically by 
him was neverthelefs literally juft ; by efpoufing the 
caufe of Gawky, the one obliged a valuable lodger^ 
and the other acquired a hufband at a juncture, whea 
one was abfolutely neceflary ; for, the young lady find- 
ing the efFedls of her correfpondence with Ddonnet 
becoming plainer and plainer every day, infinuated 
herfelf fo artfully into the afFed^ion of this new 
lodger, that in lefs than a fortnight, on pretence of 
going to a play, they drove away together to the Fleet, 
Where they were coupled ; from thence removed to a 

H 4 bagnios- 
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bagnio, where the marriage was confummated ; and 
in the morning came home, whero they afked her 
father's and mother's blefling.^ — The prudent parents, 
notwitbftanding the precipitation with which the 
match was carried on, did not think fit to refufe their 
approbation; for, the apothecary was not ill pleafed to 
find his daughter married to a young man of a good 
profpeft, who had not mentioned to him one fyllablc 
on the article of her dowry ; and his wife was rejoiced 
at being rid of a rival in her gallants, and a fpy upon 
her pleaTures. — Nor was I without felf-enjoyment at 
this event, when I reflefted upon the revenge I had 
unwittingly taken upon my enemy, in making him 
a cuckold by anticipation. — But 1 little dream'd what 
a ftorm of mifchief was brewing againft me, whilft I 
thus indulged myfelf. — Whatever face Gawky put 
on the matter, my difcovery of the adventure before 
related, and the reproaches I vented againft him, had 
flung him to the foul, and cheri(hed the feeds of enr 
mity fo flrongly in his breaft, that he (it feems) im- 
parled his indignation to his wife, who being as de- 
firous as himfelf to compafs theruin of one that not 
only flighted her careffes, but y/2Ls able on any occafion 
to difcover particulars not at all advantageous to her 
charafter, readily joined in a confpiracy againft me, 
which (had it taken efFcft as they cxpefted) would 
infallibly have brought me to an ignominious death. 
My mafter having feveral times miffed large quan* 
titles of medicines of which I could give no account, 
at lafl lofl all patience, and in plain terms taxed tne 
with having embezzled them for my own ufe. As I 
could only oppofe my fingle affeveration to his fufpi- 
cion, he told roe one day, " By gar, your vord not 
** be give me de fatisfaftlon — me find neceflaire to 
** chercher for my medicine, pardonnez moy — il 
** faut chercher — me demand le clef of your cofFre a 
** cette heure " — Then raifing his voice to conceal 
the fright he was in, left I fhould make any oppofi- 

tlonj 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



Rod E RICK Randont. i^^ 

tlon, Ife went on, " Oul, footre, I charge you rcn- 
•* dez le clef of yoor cofFrc — moi — fi, moi qui vous 
" parlc.*'— i was fired with fomuch refentment and 
difdain at this accufatioi>, that I burft into tears, which 
he took for a fign of guilt ; and pulling out my key» 
told him he might fatisfy himfelf immediately, though 
he would not find it fo eafy to fatisfy me for the in*- 
jury my reputation had fufFered from his unjuft fuf* 
picion. — ^He took the key and mounted up to my 
chamber, attended by the whole . family ; foying^ 

" He bien, nous verrons — nous verrons." But 

what was my horror and amazement, when opening 
my cheft he pulled out an handful of the very things 
that were miffing, and pronounced* *' Ah ha ! vous 
** ctes bien venus — mar die, Monf. Roderique, you 

•' be fort innocent !** 1 had not power to utter 

one word in my own vindrcatiorr, but flood motion- 
lefs and filem, while every body prefent made their 
refpeftive remarks on what appeared againft me. — 
The feryants faid they were forry for my misfor- 
tune, and went away repeating, ** Who would have- 
** thought it ?" My miftrefs-took occafion from this 
dete^lion to rail againft the pra<5lice of employing 
ftrangers in general ; and Mrs. Gawky, after having 
obferved that (he never had a good opinion- of my fide'- 
lity, propofed to have meca?rried before the juA ice and 
committed to Newgate immediately. Her huiband was 
aftually upon the flairs in his way for a conftable, 
when Mr. Lavement, knowing the coft and trouble 
of a profecution to which he muft bind himfelf, and / 
at the fame time dreading left foroe particu'larsof 
my confeffion might afFe6t his pradlice, called out\ 
*' Reftez, mon fils ! reftez, it be veri tablemen t one 
•* grand crime which dis pauvre diable have commit- 
** ted — bot peutetre de good God give l^im de pe- . 
•* nitence, and me vill not have upon mine head de 
** blood of ^one finner." — The captain and his hdy 
ufed all the chriftian arguments their zeal could fug- 
H s gea, 
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geft, to prevail on the apothecary topurfue me to 
deftruftion, and reprefented the injuftice he did to 
the community of which he was a. member, in let- 
ting a villain efcape, who Would not fail of doing 
more mifchief in the world, when he (hould refleft 
on his coming ofFfo eafily now : — but their eloquence 
made no impreffion on my mafler, who turning to 
me, faid, ** Go miferable, go from mine houfe, 
** quick, quick — and make reparation for your mau- 
** vaife aftions." — By this time my indignation had 
roufed me from the ftupefaftion ih' which I had hi- 
therto remained, and I began in this manner, ** Sir, 
*< appearances, I own, condemn me ; but yoa arc im- 
*' pofed upon as much as I am abufed — ^I have fallea 
^* . a facrifice to the rancour of that fcoundrel (point* 
•* ing to Gawky) who has found means to convey 
** your goods hither, that the detedion of them migtiht 
** blaft my reputation, and accomplifti my deftruc- 
•' tion.-i— His hatred of me is owing to a confciouf- 
** nefs of his having wronged me in my own country ; 
** for which injury he in a cowardly manner refufed 
«' me the fatisfadlion of a gentleman ; — he knows 
*« moreover, that I am no ur anger to his daftardly 
** behaviour in this town, which I have recounted 
•* before ; — and he is unwilling that fuch a teftimony 
** of his ingratitude and pufilanimity (hould live upon 
•** the earth ; for this reafon he is guilty of the moft 
•* infernal malice to bring about my ruin. — And I 
** am afraid, madam, (turning to Mrs. Gawky) you 
** have too eafily entered into the fentiments of your 
*' hufband' — ^I have often fbund you my enemvj 
** and am well acquainted with the occafion of your 
** being fo, which I don't at prefent think proper to 
•* declare ; but I would not advjfe you, for your own 
«* fake, to drive me to extremity/* This addrefs 
enraged her fo much, that with a face as red as fcar- 
iet, and the eyes of a fury, {he ftrutted up to me, and 
putting her hands in her fides, fpit in my face, fay- 

ing, 
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ing, I was a fcandalous villaia, but ihe defied nay 
malice ; and that unlefs her papa would profecutc me 
like a thief as I was, fhe would not ftay another night 
under his roof. — At the fame time, Gawky afluming 
a big look, told me, he-fcorned what lies I eouldin*- 
rent againft him ; but that if I pretended to afjJerfe his; 
wife, he would put me to death, by G— d. — To this, 
threat I anfwered, *** 1 wifh to God I could met witb 
** thee in a defart, that I might have an opportunity of 
•' punifhing thee for thy perfidy towards me, and rH 
^* the world of iuch a rafcal — What hinders me thfe 
V moment (faid J, feizing an old bottle that flood by]> 
«* from doing myfclf that}uftice ?" I had no fooner 
armed myfelf in this manner, than Gawky and hia 
father-in-law retired in fuch a hurry, that the one , 
overturned the 6thcf, and they rolled together dowa 
ftairs 5 while my miftrefs fwooned away with fear ; 
and her daughter a(ked if I intended to murder hef^— • 
1 gave her to undcrftand that nothing was farther 
from my intention ; that I would leave her to the 
ftiugs of her own confcience ; but was firmly refolve J 
to Hit her hufband'^s oofe, whenever fortune Should 
offer a convenient opportunity, — Then going down 
ftairs, I met Lavement coming up trembling with the 
peflle in his hand, and Gawky behind armed with 
his fword pufhing \um forward. — I demanded a par- 
ky, and having afTured them of my pacific difpofi-^ 
lion; Gawky exclaimed, *' Ah i villain! you have 
"•* killed my dear wife." — And the apothecary cried, 
** Ah coquin! vcre is my fhild ?*' — '' The lady 
** (fdid I is above flairs, unhurt by me, and will a 
*' few m(/nths hence (1 believe) reward your con- 
** cern/' -Here (he called to them, and defired they 
vrould let the wretch go,, and trouble themfelves no 

further about kim To which requell: her father 

confented, obferving neverthelefs, that myconverfa- 

tion was fort myfterieufe.— Findmg it ImpoffibJc to 

■^vindicate my innocence, I left the houfe immediately, 

H 6 ftnd 
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and went to the fchoolmafter, with an intCDtioD of 
clearing myfelf to him, and afking bis advice with re- 
gird to my future conduft; but, to my inexpreffible 
vexation, was told he was gone to the country wbere 
•he would flay two or tbree days. — I returned witb a 
dcfignof confuiting fome acquaintance I had acquired 
in my mafter's neighbourhood ; but my ftory had ta- 
ken air, through the ofHcioufnefs of the fervants, and 
not one of my friends would vouchfafe me a hearing. 
•—Thus I found myfelf, by the iniquity of mankind, 
in a much more deplorable condition than ever : for 
though I had been formerly as poor, my reputation 
was without blemifti, and my health unimpaired till 
.now ;— but at prefent my good name, was loft, my 
money gone, my friends were alienated, my body was 
infefted by a diftemper contrafted in the courfe of an 
amour ; and my faithful Strap, who alone could yield 
me pity and affiftance, abfent I knew not where. 

The fir ft refolution I could -take in this melan- 
choly conjunflure, was to remove my cloadis to the 
houfe of the perfon with whom I bad formerly lodg'd ; 
where I remained two days, in hopes of getting ano- 
.ther place, by the intereft of Mr. Concordance, to 
whom I Hiade no doubt of being able to vindicate my 
ycharafter ; — but in this fuppofition I reckoned without 
my hoft, for Lavement took care to be before-hand 
with me, and when I attempted to explain the whole 
affair to the fchoolmafter, I found him fo prepoftefted 
againft me, that he would fcarce hear me to an end ; 
but when I had finilhed my juftification, (hook his 
bead, and beginning with his ufual exclamation, ** O 
*' C — ft ! faid, That won't go down with me.- — I am 
« very forry I ftiould have the misfortune of being 
*' concerned in the affair, but however fl\all be more 
•« cautious for the future— I will truft no man from 
«< heiiceforward — no, not my father who begat me — 
«* nor the brother who lay with me iusiny mother's 
♦* womb— fliould Daniel rife from the dead I would 
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'** think him an impoftor, and were the genius of 
•* truth to appear, would queftion its veracity."— I 
told him, that one day, it was poiSble, he might 
be convinced of the injury I had fuffered, and repent 
of his premature determination — -To which remark 
he anfwered, the proof of my innocence would make 
his bowels vibrate with joy ; *• but till that fhall hap- 
" pen (continued he) 1 muft beg to have no manner 
*' of connedion with you — my reputation is at ftake 
*' ^O my good God I I fhall be looked upon a« 
** your accomplice and abettor— people will fay Jona- 
*' than Wild was but a type of me — boys will hoot 
•* at me as I pafs along ; and the cinder wenches 
*' belch forth reproaches wafted in a gale impregnated 
*' with gin— I fhall be notorious — the very butt of 
** flander, and cloaca of infamy." — I was not in an 
humour to relifli the climax of expreifions upon 
which this gentleman valued himfelf in all his difi- 
conrfes ; but without any ceremony took my leave, 
cur fed with every fentiment of horror, which my 
fituation could fuggeft. I confidered, however, in 
the intervals of rny defpondence, that I muft in fome 
(hape fuit my expenqe to my calamitous circumftances ; 
and with that view hired an apartment in a garret 
near St. Giles's, at the rate of nine-pence per week. 
— In this place I refolved ta perform my own cure, 
having firft pawned three /hirts to purchafe medicines 
and fupport for the occafion. 

One day when I fat in this folitary retreat, mufing 
upon the unhappinefs of my fate, 1 was alarmed by 
a groan that illued.from a chamber contiguous to mine, 
into which I immediately ran, and found a woman 
flretched on a miferable truckle bed, without any 
vifible figns.of life. Having applied a fmelling bottle 
to her nofe, the blood began to revifit her cheeks, 
and fhe opened her eyes ; but, good heaven 1 what 
were the emorions of my foul, when I difcovered 
her to be the fame individual lady, who had triumphed 
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over my heart, and to whofe fate I had almoft been 
infeparably joined ! Her deplorable fftuation filled my 
breaft with compaffion, and every tender idea reviving 
In my imagination, I flew into her embrace. She 
knew me immediately; and draining me gently in her 
arms, (hed a torrent of tears, which I could not help 
^ncreafmg : At length, cafting a languifhing look at 
me, fhe pronounced with a feeble voice, *' Dear 
•' Mr. Random, I do not defervc this concern at 
** your hands— I am a vile creature, who had a^ bafe 
** defign upon your perfon — fufFer me to expiate 
•* that aod all my other crimes by a miferable death, 
** which Will not fail to overtake me in a few hours."" 
—I encouraged her as much as I could, told her I 
forgave all her intentions with regard to me ; and 
that although my circumftahces were extremely low,, 
I would (hare my laft farthing with her — In the 
mean time, begged to know the immediate caufe of 
that fit from which fhe had juft recovered, and faid 
I would endeavour by my fkill to prevent any more 
foch attacks. — She feemed very much afFe<f>cd with 
this expreffion, took my hand and prefTed it to her 
lips, faying, " You are too generous J I wifh I could 
** live to cxprefs my gratitude— but alas ! Iperifhfor 
•' want."— Xhen fhutting her eyes, flie relapfed into 
another fwoon. — Such extremity of diftrefs muft 
have waked the mod obdurate heart to fymp^hy and 
Compaffion : What eiFe£t then muft it have had oa 
mine, that was naturally prone to every tender paf- 
fion ? I ran down flairs and fentmy landlady toachy- 
mift's fhop for fome cinnamon- water, while I returi>- 
ing to this unfortunate creature's chamber, ufed all the 
means in my power to bring her to herfelf : This aim 
with much difficulty I accomplifhed, and made her 
drink a glafs of the cordial to recruit her fpu*tts ; thca 
I prepared a little mulled red wine and a toaft> which 
having taken, (he found herfelf thoroughly revived, and 
informed mc, that fhe bad not tailed food for eight 

and 
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and forty hours before. — As I was impatient to know 
the occafion and nature of her calamity, fhe gave m« 
to underftand that (he was a woman of the town by 
profeffion ; — that in the courfe of her adventures, (he 
found herfelf dangeroufly infefled with a diftemper to 
which all of her clafs are particularly fubje<5l ; — that 
her malady gaiiiing ground every day, (he became 
loathfome to herfelf, and ofFenfivc to others > whea 
flie refolved to retire to fome obfcure corner, where 
flie might be cured with as little noife and expence as 
poflSble ; that (he had accordingly chofen this place 
of retreat, and put herfelf into the hands of an adver- 
tifing doftori who having fleeced her of all the money 
ftie had,~ or could procure, left her three days ago in 
a worfe condition than that in which he found her ; 
— that except the cloaths on her back, (he had pawned 
or fold every thing that belonged to her, to fatisfy 
that rapacious quack, and quiet the clamour of her 
landlady, who (till perfifted in her threats to turn her 
out-into the ftreet,— After having moralized upon-thefe 
particulars, I propofed that (he (hould lodge in the 
{ame room with me, an expedient that would fave 
fbme money ; and aSured her I would undertake her 
cure as well as my own^ during which (he (hould par* 
take of all the conveniencies that I could afford to my- 
felf.— She embraced my offer with unfeigned acknow- 
ledgment, and I began to put it in praftice immedi* 
, atety. — I found, in her, not only an agreeable com- 
panion, whofe converfation greatly alleviated my cha- 
grin, but alfo a careful nurfe, who ferved me with 
the utmoft fidelity and affeftion. One day, while I 
teftified my furprife that a woman of her beauty, good 
fenfe, and education (for (he had a large portion of 
each) could be reduced to fuch an infamous and mife- 
rable way of life as that of a proflhute ; (he anfwered 
with a fjgh, ** Thcfe very advantages were the caufe 
** of my undoing." — This remarkable reply inflamed 
jny curiofity to fuch a degree, that I begged (he would 

I favour 
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favour me with the particulars of her ftory, and (ht 
complied in thefe words. 



CHAP. XXII. 

The Hiftory of Mifs Williams,. 

MY father was an emment merchant in the city, 
who having, in the courfe of trade, fiifFered 
very conftderable lofTes, retired in his old age with his- 
wife to a fmall eflate in the country, which he had 
purchafed with the remains of his fortune. At that 
time I being but eight years of age, was left in town 
for the convenience of education, boarded with an 
aunt, who was a rigid prefbyterian, and who confined 
me fo clofely to what fhe called the duties of religion,. 
that in time I grew weary of "her doftrines, and ty 
degrees conceived an averfion for the good books (he 
daily recommended to my perufal. As I encreafed 
in age, and appeared with a perfon not difagreeablci 
I contrafted a good deal of acquaintance among my 
own fex, one of whom, after having lamented the 
reilraint I was under from the narrownefs of my 
aunt's fentiments, told me, I muff now throw off' 
the prejudices of opinion imbibfed under her influence 
and example, and learn to think for myfclf; for 
which purpofe (he advifed me to read Shaftsbury, 
Tindal, Hobbs, and all the books that are remark- 
able for their deviation from the old way of think- 
ing, and by comparing one with another, I (hould 
foon be able to form a ^ftem of my own. I followed 
her advice ; and whether it was owing to my pre- 
pofTeffion againft what I had formerly read, or the 
ckarnefs of argument in thefe my new inftruftors, I 
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know not, but I fludied them with pleafure, and in 
a ihort time became a profeffed Free-thinker. Proud 
of my new improvement, I argued in all companies, 
and that with fuch fuccefs, that I foon acquired the 
reputation of a philofophec, and few people durft 
undertake me in a difpute. — I grew vain upon my good 
fortune, and, at length pretended to make my aunt 
a piofelyte to my .opinion 5 but flie no fooner per- 
ceived my drift, than taking the alarm, flie wrote to 
my father an account of my herefy, and conjured 
him, as he tendered the good of jny foul, to remove 
me immediately from the dangerous place where I 
had contrafted fuch fmful principles : Accordingly^ 
my father ordered me into the country, where I 
arrived in the fifteenth year of my age, and by his 
command, gave him a detail of all the articles of my 
faith, which he did not find fo unreafonable as they had 
been reprefented. — Finding rnyfelf fuddenly deprived 
of the company and pleafures of the town I grew 
melancholy, and it was fome time before I could relifh 
my fituation. — But folitude became every day more 
and more familiar to me, and I confoled myfelf in my 
retreat with the enjoyment of a good library, at fuch 
times as were not employed in the management of 
tlie family (for my mother had been dead three years) 
in vifiting, or fome other party of rural diverfion.— * 
Having more imagination than judgment, I addided 
myfelf too much to poetry and romance; and iq 
fliort was looked upon as a very extraordinary pcrfoa 
by every body in the country where I refided*— J had 
one evening ft rayed with a book in my hand, inta a 
Wood that bordered on the high road, at a little 
(Jiftance from my father's houfe ; when a certain 
drunken fqqire, riding by, perceived me, and cry- 
ing, *' Z ds ! there's a charming creature I *' 

alighted in a moment, caught me in his arms, and 
treated me fo rudely, that I (hrieked as loud as I 
could, and in thq mean time oppofed his violence 

witk 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



162 The Adventures of 

with all the ftrength that rage add refentmetit Could 
iofpire. — During this ftruggle, another horfcman 
came up, who feeing a lady fo unworthily ufed, dif- 
mounted and flew to my affiftance.— My ravifher, 
tiaad with difappointment, or provoked with the re- 
proaches of the other gentleman, quitted me, and 
running to his horfe, drew a piftol from the faddle, 
and fired it at my proteftor, who happily receiving no 
damage, went up, and with the butt end of his whip, 
kid him proftrate on the ground, before he could ufe 
the other, which his antagonift immediately feized, 
and clapping to the fquire's breaft, threatened to put 
him to death for hjs cowardice and treachery : In this 
dilemma I interpofed and begged his life, which was 

fpnted to my requeft, after he had afked pardon, and 
wore his intention was only to obtain a kifs. — How- 
ever, my defender thought proper to unload the other 
piftol, and throw away the Aims, before he gave him 
his liberty. — This courteous Granger condudted me 
home, where my father having learned the fignal fer- 
vice he had done me, loaded him with careflcs, and 
infifted on his lodging that night at our houfe. — ^If the 
obligation he had conferred upon me juftly infpired 
me with fentiments of gratitude, hisr appearance and 
converfation feemed to intitle him to fomewhat more. 
•—He was about the age of two aqd twenty, amonff 
the talleft of the middle fize ; had chefnut-coloured 
hair which he wore tied Dp in a ribbon 5 z high 
polilhcd fore head, a nofe inclining to the aquiline, 
lively blue eyes, red pouting lips, teeth as white as 
fnow, and a certain opennefs of countenance, — bat 
what need I defcribe any more particulars of his per- 
fon ? I hope you will do me the juftice 10 believe 1 do 
not flatter, when I fay he was the exaft refemblance 
of you ; and if I had not been well acquainted with 
his family and pedigree, I fliould have made no 
fcruple of concluding that you was his brother— He 
ipoke little, and feemed to have no refervc, for what 
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he faid was ingenuous, fenfible and uncommon.-*- In 
ftiort (faid fhe, burfting into tears) he was formed 
for the ruin of our fex. — His behaviour was modeft 
and refpeftful, but his looks werefo fignificant that! 
could eafily obferve, he fecretly blelTea the occafion 
that introduced him to my acquaintance— We learned 
from his difcoiirfe that he was the eldeft fon of a weal- 
thy gentleman in the neighbourhood, to whofe name 
we were no ftrangers ; that he had been to vifit an ac- 
quaintance in the country, from whofe houfe he was 
returning home, when my fhrieks brought him to iny 
refcue. — All night long my imagination fornned a thou- 
fand ridiculous expeftations : There was fo much of 
knight errantry in this gentleman's coming to the relief 
of a damfel in diftrefs, with whom he immediately be- 
came enamoured, that all I had read of love and chi- 
valry recqrred to my fancy, and I looked upon myfelf 
as a princefs in fome region of romance, who being 
delivered from the power of a brutal giant or fatyr by 
a generous Oroondates, was bound in gratitude, a$ 
well as led by inclination, to yield up my afFeftions 
to him without referve. In vain did I endeavour to 
chaftife thefe foolifli conceits by reflcftions more rea- 
ioQablc and fevere: The amufing images took full 
pofleffion of my mind, and my dreadas reprefented 
my hero fishing at my feet, in the language of a 
defpairing fovqr. — Next morning after breakfaft he 
took his leave, when my father begged the favour of 
further acquaintance with him ; to which requell he 
replied by a compliment to him, and a look to me fo 
full of eloquence and tendernefs, that my whole foul 
received the foft impreffion.— In a fliort time he re- 
peated his vifit; and as a recital of the particular ftcps 
be purfued to ruin me, would be too tedious and im- 
pertinent, let it fuffice to fay, he made it his bufincfs 
to infinuate himfelf into my efleem, by convincing me 
of his own goolj fenfe, and at the fame time flatter- 
ing my underllaading : This ta(k he performed ia 
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the mod artful manner, by Teeming to cpntradift me 
often through mifapprehenfion, that I might have ai¥ 
opportunity of clearing m\ felf, the more to my own 
honour. Having thus fecured my good opinion, he 
began to give me fome tokens of a particular pailion 
. founded on a veneration for the qualities of my mind» 
and as an accidental ornament, admir'd the beauties of 
my perfon ; till at length, being fully perfuaded of his 
conquefl, he chofe a proper feafon for the theme, 
and difclos'd his love in terms fo ardent and fincere^ 
that it was impoffible for me to difguife the fenti- 
ments of my heart, and he received my approbatiori 
with the moft lively tranfport. After this mutual 
declaration, we contrived to meet more frequently, 
in private interviews, where we enjoy'd the con- 
verlaiion of one another, in all the elevation of 
fancy and impatience of hope, that reciprocal ado- 
ration can iufpire He profefTed his honourable 

intentions, of which I made no queftion^ lamented 
the avaricious difpofition of his father, who hacf 
deftin'd him for the arms of another, and vowed eter- 
nal fidelity with fuch an appearance of candour and 
devotion, that I became a dupe to his -deceit, and ia 
an evil hour crowned his eager defire with fult 
pofleffion. — Curfed be the day on which I gave away 
my innocence and peace for a momentary gratification, 
which has entail'd upon me fuch mifery and horror f 
curfed be my beauty that fixft attrafted the atten- 
tion of the feducer ! curfed be my education, that by 
refining my fentime^ts, made my heart the more fuf- 
ceptible ! curfed be my good fenfe that fixed me to 
one objeft, and taught me the preference I enjoyed was 
l)ut my due ! Had I been ugly, no iody would have 
tempted me ; had I been ignorant, the charms of my 
perfon would not have attoned for the coarfenefs of 
my converfation ; had I been giddy, my vanity would 
have divided my inclinations, and my ideas would 
have been fo diffufed, that I ftiould never have liftened 
to the enchantments.of one alone, r^^c^]^ But 
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But to return to my unfortunate ftory ; we gave 
a loofe to guilty pleafure, which for fome months ba- 
nifhed every other coacera. — At laft by degrees, his 
vifits became lefs frequent, and his behaviour lefs 
warm : I perceived his coldncfs, my heart took the 
alarm, my tears reproached him, and I in filled upon 
tlie performance of his promife to efpoufe me, that 
whatever (hould happen, my reputation might be fafe : 
He feemed to acquiefce in my propofal, and left me 
on pretence of finding a proper clergyman to unite us 
in the bands of wedlock. — But alas ! the inconftant 
liad .no Intention to return : I waited a whole week 
ivith the utmoft impatience ; fometimes doubting his 
honour, at other times inventing excufes for him^ 
^nd condemning myfelf for harbouring the leafl fufpi- 
-cion of his faith — At length, I underftood from a 
;g^ntleman who dined at our houfe, that this perfidi- 
ous wretch was on the point of fetting out for Lon- 
don with his bride, to buy cloaths for their approach- 
ing nuptials. — ^This information diflradled me ! the 
more fo, as I found myfetf fome months gone with 
-child, and reflefted, that it would be impoflible to 
conceal my difgrace, which would not only ruin the 
character I had acquired in the country, but alfo 
bring the grey hairs of an indulgent parent with for-" 
row to the grave. Rage took pofTeflion of my foul ; 
I denounced a thouland imprecations, and formed as 
many fchemes of revenge againft the traitor who had 
undone me ! Then my refentment would fubfide to 
filent forrow : I recalled the tranquillity I had loft, I 
wept over my infatuation, and fometimes a ray of 
hope would intervene, and for a moment cheer my 
drooping heart ; I would revolve all the favourable 
circumftances of his charafter, repeat tEe vows he 
made, afcribe his abfence to the vigilance of a fufpi- 
<;ious father who compelled him to a match his foul 
abhorred, and comfort myfelf with theexpeftationof ' 
feeing hiiA before the thing fliould be brought to ^ny 

terms 
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terms of agreement. — But how vain was my imagina- 
tion ? The villain left me without remorie, and in a 
few days the news of his marriage were fpread all over 
the country. — My horror was then inconceivable ! and 
had not the defire of revenge diverted the refolution, 
I (hould infallibly have put an end to my miferable 
life. — My father obferved the fymptoms of my de- 
fpair ; and though I have good reafon to believe, he 
gucffed the caufe, was at a great deal of pains to feem 
ignorant of rtiy affliftion, while he endeavoured with 
paternal fondnefs to alleviate my diftrefs. I faw his 
concern, which increafed my anguifh, and raifed my 
fury againft the author of my calamity to an impla- 
cable degree. Having furnifhed myfelf with a little 
money, I made an eloppment from this unhappy pa- 
rent in the night-time, and about break of day, ar- 
rived at a fmall town, from whence a ftage coach fet 
out for London, in which I embarked, and next 
day alighted in town; the fpirit of revenge having 
fupported me all the way againft every other reflexi- 
on. — My firft care was to hire a lodging, in which 
I kept myfelf very retired, having afTumed a feigned 
name, that my charafter and fituation might be the 
better concealed. It was not long before I found out 
the houfe of my ravifher, whither I immediately re- 
paired in a tranfport of rage, determined to ^aft feme 
defperate deed for the fatisfaftion of my defpair, 
though the hurry of my fpirits would not permit me 
to concert or refolve upon a particular plan. V\ hen 
I demanded admillion to Lothario (fo let me call 
him) I was defired to fend up my name and bufmefs ; 
but this I refufed, telling the porter I had bufmefs for 
his matter's private ear : Upon which I was conduft- 
ed into a parlour until he fhould be informed of my 

requeft. There I remained about a quarter of an 

hour, when afervant entered, and told me his mafler 
was engaged with company, and begged to be excuf- 
cd at that time,— My temper could hold out no long-. 

cr : 
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er : I pulled a poignard from m^ bofom where I had 
concealed it, and rnlhing but, flew up flairs like a 
fury, exclaiming, ** Where is this perfidious villain ! 
** could I once plunge this dagger into his falfe heart, 
** I (hould then die fatisfied/' The noife I made 
alarmed not only the fervants, but the company alfo, 
who hearing my threats, came forwards to the flair- 
cafe to fee what was the matter. I was feized, dif- 
armed, and with-held by two footmen ; and in this 
fituation felt the moft exquifite torture iti beholding 
my undoer approach with his young wife. " I coald 
not endure the fight, was deprive4 of my fenfes, and 
fell into a fevere fit, during which I know not how 
I was treated ; but when I recovered the ufe of reflec* 
tion, found myfelf on a bed in a paultry apartment, 
where I was attended by an old woman, who aflced a 
thoufand impertinent queftions relating to my con- 
dition ; and informed me that my behaviour had 
thrown the whole family into confufion ; that Lo- 
thario affirmed I was mad, and propofed to have me 
fent to Bedlam ; but my lady perfuaded herfelf there 
was more in my conduft than he cared fhould be 
known, and had taken to her bed on bare fufpicion, 
having firft ordered that I ftiould be narrowly looked 
to. I heard all fhc faid without making any other 
reply, than defiring ftie would do me the favour to 
call a chair ; but this (ftie told me) could not be done 
without hei^ matter's confent, which, however, was 
eafily procured, and I was conveyed to my own 
lodgings in a flateof mind that baffles all defciiprion. 
The agitation of my thoughts produced a fevef, which 
brought on a mifcarriage ; and I believe it is well for 
roy confcience that heaven thus difpofed of my bur^ 
den ; for let me own to you with penitence and hor- 
ror, if I had brought a living child into the world, 
my frenzy would have prompted me to facrifice the 
little innocent to my refentmentof the father's infide- 
lity. 

After 
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After this event my rage abated, and my hate be- 
came raor^ deliberate and calm : when one day, tny 
landlady informed me that there was a genleman be- 
low who defired to fee me, he having fomething of con- 
lequence to impart, which he was fure would contri- 
bute to my peace of marid. I '^'ns exceedingly aIarm-» 
cd at this declaration, which I attempted to interpret 
4 thoufand ways ; and before! came to «ny determi* 
nation he entered my room, with an apology for in- 
truding upon me againft my knowledge or confent.— 
I furyeyed him fome tin^e$ and not being able to recol- 
kft his face, demancfed'^ith a faultering accents what 
his bufiftefs was with me ? Upoj? which, he defired 
I would give him a particular audience, and he did 
not doubt of communicating fomething that would 
conduce to my fatisfa^lion^nd repofe. As I thought 
myfelf fufficiently guarded againft any violence, I 
granted his requeft, and bid the woman withdraw. 
The ftranger then advancing, gave me to underftand 
tliat he was well acquainted with the particulars of 
my ftory, having been informed of them from Lotha- 
rio's own mouth — that from the time he knew my 
misfortunes, he had entertained a deteflation for the 
author of them ; which had of late been increafed and 
inflamed to a defire of revenge, by a piece of difho- 
nourable conduct towards him — that hearing of my 
melancholy fituation, he had come with an intention 
of offering his afliftance and comfort, and was ready 
to efpoufe my quarrel, and forthwith take vengeance 
on my feducer, provided I would grant him one con- 
fideration, which (he hoped) I ftiould fee no reafon 
to refufe. — Had all the artifice of hell been employed 
in compofing a perfuafive, it could pot have had a 
more inftantaneous or favourable efFeft than this dif- 
courfe had upon me. . I was tranfported with a de- 
lirium of gloomy joy; I hugged my companion ia 
my arms, and vowed that if he would make good his 
promife, my foul and body fliould be at his difpofal. 

—The 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Roderick Random.' j6g: 

The contraA was made ; he devoted himfelf to my" 
reveage, undertook to- murder Lothario that very 
nighty and to bring me an account of his death before 
morning. Accord'mgly» abont two of the clocks 
he was introduced tojuy chamber^ and aflured me 
my perfidious lover ^izu no more $ that although he 
was not entitled to fiich an honouraUe proceedings 
he had fairly challenged bim to the field, where he 
upbraided him with his treachery towards me, for 
whom (he told him) his fword was drawn, and after 
a few palTes left him wekering m his blood. — I was 
fo favaged by my wrongs^ that I delighted in the re* 
cttal of this adventure, made him repeat the parti- 
culars, feafted my eyes with the blood that remained 
oa his cloaths and fword, and yielded up my body as 
a recompence for the fervice he had done me. Mj 
im^ination was fo engrofled by thefe ideas, that ia 
my fleep I dreamed Lothario appeared before me, 
pale, mangled and bloody, blamed my rafhnefs, pro- 
tefted his innocence, and pleaded his own caufe*fo 
pathetically, that I was convinced of his fidelity, and 
waked in a fit of horrour and remorfe.-^My bed fel- 
low endeavoured to footb, confole, and perfuade me 
that 1 had but barely done juftice to myfelf.— I dropt 
afleep again, and the fame apparition recurred to my 
fancy. — In fliort, I paflcd the night in great mifery, 
and looked upon my avenger with fuch abhorrence* 
that in the morning, perceiving my averfion he in- 
finuated there was ftill a poffibility of Lothario's re^ 
covery ; it was true, he left him wounded on the 
ground, but not quite dead ; and perhaps |iis hurts 
might not be mortal.— -At theie words I flarted up, 
bad him fly for intelligence, and if he could not 
bring me tidings of Lothario's fafety, at lead confult 
his own and never return, for, I was rcfolved to fur- 
render myfelf to juftice, and declare all that I knew 
of the af&ir, that if poi&ble, I might expiate my 
pwn guilt, by incurripg the ligours,^ a fincere re- 
Vol, L I peatajjcc 
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pentMK^e Kkd tgnooiiiiious death. — He very coolly 
reprefeo^d the unreafoaabknefs of my prejudice 
agaioft hitn, who had dpne nothing but what his love 
o? me infjMred, and honour juftified ; — that now he 
had, at the rilk of his life, been fubfervient to my 
rcyenge, I was .about to difprd him as an infamous 
xsgent occafioaally necefTary : and that even if he 
Aiould be fo lucky as to being 'news of Lothario's 
fafety, it was probably oay fortier rcfeirtment might 
revive, and I would upbraid him with having failed 
in his undertaking. — I^^uccd him, that on the con- 
trary, be (hould be dearer to me than ^ver, as I then 
(hould be convinced he a£led more on the principles 
of a man of honour, than on thofe of a mercenary 
a/TafTm, and fcorned to take away the life of an ad- 
wrfary (bow inveterate focvcr) which fortune had 
put in bis po\yen«*-^ Well then, madam, (faid he) 
^^ whatever may have happened, I fhall find it no 
** difficult matter to acquit myfelf in point of ho* 
*V DOur."— And took his leave in order to enquire 
into the confequences of his duel.-^I was now more 
fenfible than ever of tl^ degrees of guilt and mifery ; 
all the affliiSlion I bad fuffered hitherto was owing to 
my own credulity and weaknefs, ^nd my confcience 
could only accufe me o£ venial crimes, but now that 
I looked upon myfelf as a murderer, it is impoffible 
to expre& the terrors of my imagination, whi<fh was 
ince/Iantly haunted by the image of the deceafed, and 
my bofom flung with the mod exquifite agonies, of 
which I faw no end —At length, Horatio (for fo I 
fhall call my keeper) returned, and telling me I had 
nothing to fear, delivered into my hands a billet 
containing thefe words. 

Mad/vm, 
** A S I underfland it is of confequence to your 
" -^^ peace, I take this liberty to inform ydu, that 
** the wounds I received from Horatio are^not mortah 

•* This 
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•*' This iktisfaftion my humanity could n6t deny 
"** €vea to a perfoa who has endeavoured to difturb the 
*' repofe, as well as deftroy the life of 

" Lothario/* 

Being well Hcquaitited ^ith bis hand I had tio rear 
fon to fufpeft an impolition in this letter, which I 
read over and over with a tranfyort of joy, atid ca- 
refled Horatio fo much, that he appeared the happieft 
man alive. Thus was I won from defpair by the 
menaces of a greater misfortune than that which dc* 
prefTed me.— Griefs are like ufurpers, themoft power- 
ful depofes all the reft. — But my raptures were not 
iafling-^that very letter which in a manner re-efta- 
blifhed my tranquillity, in a little time banifhed my 
peace. — Hh unjuft reproaches, while they waked my 
refentment, recalled my former happinefs, and filled 
my foul with rage and forrow. — Horatio percc iving 
the fltuation of my mind, endeavoured to divert my 
chagrin, by treating me witn all the amufements and 
entertainments ^l the town. I was gratified with 
•every indulgence I could defire ;. introduced into the 
company of other kept miftrefles^ by whom an un- 
common deference was paid to me j and 1 began to 
lofe all remembrance of my former condition, whea 
an accident brought it back to my view with ^11 its 
intcreftiog circumftances. — Diverting myfelf one day 
with fome news papers, which I had not before pe- 
rufed, the following advertifcment attrafted my at- 
tention. 

" Whereas a young gendewdman difappeared. 

** from her father's houfe, ia the county of ^^ 

" about the end oif September, on account (as is fup-^ 
*> pofed) of fome uneafinefs of mind, and has {lot 
" been as yet heard of. Whoever will give ^ny in- 
«« fonwtioa aboyt her to Mr. ■ ■ ■' ' ■ of Gray's-Inn,, 
^ . la « ihall 
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•* fliall be handfomcly rewarded ; or if (he will re- 
** torn to the arms of her difconfolate parent, (he 
•* will be received with the utmoft tendernefs, what- 
*< ever reafon (he may have to think otherwife, and 
•* may be the means of prolonging the life of a fa* 
•« thcr, already wdghcd down almofl to the grave 
«* with age and forrow." 

This pathetic remonflrance had fuch an efieft on 
me, that I was fnlly refolved to return like the pro- 
dig^ foQ, and implore the forgiveneis of him whtl 
gave me life; but alas I upon inquiry, I found he 
had paid his debt to nature a month before, lament* 
ing my abfence to his laft hour, havipg left his for;- 
tune to a ftranger as a mark of his refentment of ray 
unkind and undutiful behaviour. — ^Penetrated with 
remorfe on this occafion, I funk into the mo(V pro- 
found melancholy, and confidered myfelf as the im* 
mediate caufe of bis death. — I loft all relifti for com- 
pany, and indeed mod of my acquaintances no fooner 
perceived my change of temper, than they abandoned 
me. Horatio, difgufted at my infenfibility, or (which 
is more probable) cloyed with pofTeffion, became 
colder and colder every day, till at laft he left me al- 
together, without making any apology for his con- 
duft, or fecuring me againft themiferies of want, as 
a man of honour ought tp have done, confidering the 
fhare he had in my ruin ; for I afterwards learned that 
the quarrel between LiOthario and him, was a ftory 
trumped up to rid the one of my importunities, and 
give the other the enjoyment of my perfon, which, 
it feems, he lufted afticr, upon feeing me at the houfe 
of my feducer.— Reduced to this extremity, I curfed 
my own (impKcity, uttered horrid imprecations 
againft the treachery of Horatio ; and a^ I became 
every day more and more familiarized to the lofs oif 
innocence, refolved to be revenged on the fcx in gc* 
aentlj by praftiiing their owa arts upon thoofeives. 
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^*Nor vrsiB an opportunity long wanting: an old 
gentlewoman under pretence of fympathizing, vifit^V 
me, and after having condoled me on my minortunes, 
and profeiled a difinterefted friend (hip, began to dif- 
play the art of her occupation, in encomiums on my 
beauty, and inveAives againft the wretch who had 
forfaken me ;. iniinuating withal that it would be my 
own fault if I did not ftill rilakc my fortune by the 
extraordinary qualifications with which nature liad 
endowed me. — I foon underftood her drift, and gave 
her fuch encouragement to explain herfeif, that we 
.fame to an agreement immediately td divide the ^ro* 
fits of my profiitution, accruing fixun fuch gallants 
as ihe ibould introduce to my acquainunce. The 
firft ftroke of my diifimulation^ was pradifed upon a 
certain J— ge, to whom I was recommended by this 
matron, as an innocent creature juft arrived from the 
country. He was fo tranfported with my appearance 
and feigned fimplicity, that he paid a hpndred gui- 
teas for the pofTeffion of me for one night only, dur« 
ipg which I behaved in fuch a manner, as to make 
faim perfeftly wdl-pleafed with bis purchafe* 
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C ^ A P. XXIII. 

She- is intierrttpted by a baikff^ w^ arrefts^ anil 
carries her to the Marftfalfea-^-^—I accompajty 

her^ bring witnejfes to prove Jbe is not the 

f erf on named in the writ — the bailiff i^ fain to, 
^iie her a frefent and dif charge her — wefhift^: 
cur kdging-^Jh^ refumes her fiory andends it-^ 
my refieHiom thertufntr^fhe makes txke acquaints 
ed with the ftogrefs of a ccmmcn imman of tbs 
U^n — refoives to quit that way ^flife. • 

HER flory was here mternipted by a rap at the 
door, 'which I no fooner opened^ than three? 
or four terfiblfe fellows rufbed in, one of whom^ 
accofled my feflow-lodecr thus:**—** Madaip, yotin 
^*- fefvant< — you muft do trit ^e favotrr to comr 
** along ^ith me-r— I hare got a tfrft againft yoti,'^-^^ 
While the bailiiF (for fo he was) fpoke thus, his fol- 
lowers furrounded the prifoner, and began to handle 
her very roughly.-^— ^— This treatment inc^nfcd me fo- 
much, that I fnatched up the poker, and would cer- 
tainly have ufed it in defence of the lady, without any. 
regard to the flrcngth and number of her adverfaries, 
had ihe not begged me with a compofure of counte- 
nance, for which I could not account, to ufe no vio- 
lence in hfer behalf, which Jtobld be of no fervice to 
her, but might be very detrimental to myfclf.— Then 
turning to the leader of this formrdable troop, fhe 
defired to fee the writ, and having perufed it, faid: 
with a faultering voice, " I am not the.perfon whofe 
*• name is here mcotioned ; arreft me at your peril/* 
— *' Ay, ay. Madam (replied the catchpole) we 
" ftiall prove your ideatiiy.-— .^to the mean time, 

^ ^^ whether 
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^* whether will you be pleafed to be carried to my. 
** houfe or to jail r'— « IF 1 mnft be confined (faid 
*'* flie) I would rather be in your houfe than in a 
•* common jail." — " Well, well, (anfwered he) if 
** you have money enough in your pocket, you (haH 
** be entertained like a princefe/*— But when {he ac- \ 
quainted him with her poverty, he fwore he nevef 
gave credit, and ordered one of his myrmidons to 
call a coach, to carry her to the Marflialfea at once. 
— Wiiile they waited for the convenience fhe took me 
afide, and bad me be under no concern on her ac- 
count, for (he knew how to extricate herfelf from this 
difficulty very foon, and perhaps gain fomething by 
the occafion.-— Akhough her difcourfe was a myllery 
to nie, I was very well pdeafed with her aflurance> and 
when the coach came to the d^or, offered to accom- 
pmyhtv tx> ftifbw, to which propofol after mdch in- 
ffeaty^ (he coftfefited.-— When we a<*Hved at the gate 
of the Marfhalfea, ow conduftor alighted, and having, 
d«niind«d i^fitraiice, pt^efeiited the Writ io the torn - 
key, who no fo6ner percJeived the naine 5f Elizabeth 
Ciry, t*iiMi he ^ded, *^ Ah hah ! txif ^Id acqoaihtanee 
Bctt 1 I*ttiJglad to fee thee ^hh all tny h^H."-»pSo 
faying he opened the toach-door, and h^lp^ed her to 
difmouftt 5 but when he obferv^d her face, hp ftarteJ 
'*bW:k, faying '* Z«=-ds! who have we got here ?"— 
The baitiflT, alarmrf at this interrogation^ crkd with 
fome emotion, *' Who the devil fiwuldjt be^ but th'e 
*♦ prifco^f Elizabeth Gary?'*' The tut'flk^ replied, 
•< That Erirabeth. Gary l-^fllbfe damned if that's . 
'** E^iiabeth Gary, more thati- my grandnKHher.-*- 
•^'D-'-^n my blood, I knt3W Bett Knarry as welir as if I 
•* had made her/'— Here the lady thought fit to in- 
terpofc, and tell the cuchpole, if he had taken her 
word for it at firft, he might hare faved himfelf anS 
her a great deal of trouble.-—*^ It may be fi>. (anfwer- 
«' ed he) but byG — d, TU have further evidericethat 
** you a^ not the perfon before you and 1 part." — 
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** Yes, yes, (faid flie) you Oiall have further evidence 
** to your coft.'*— — Then we adjourned into the 
lodge, and called for a bottle of wine, where my 
companion wrote a diredion to two of her acquaint- 
ance, and begged the favour of me to go to thetr 
lodgings^ and requeft them to come to her imme- 
diately : I found them together at a houfe in Bridges- 
ilreet, Drury-lane, and as tiiey were luckily unen- 
gaged, they fet out with me in a hackney- coacti 
without hefitation, after I had related the circum- 
i^ances of the affair, which flattered them with hopes 
of feeing a bailiff trounced > for there is an antipathy 
as natural between the whores and bailiffs^ as that 

fublifling between mice and cats« Accordingly, 

when they entered the lodge, they embraced the pri- 
foner very affeftionately by the name of Nancy Wil- 
liams ; and aflced how long (he had been nabb*d, and 
for vrfiat ? — On hearing the particulars of her adven- 
ture repeated, they offered to fwear before a juftice 
of peace, that fhe was not the perfon mentioned ia the 
writ, whom, it feeins, they all knew; but the bai- 

'liff, wlv> was by this time convinced of his miftake, 
told them he would not put them to that troublCit — 
** Ladies (faid he) there's no harm done — ^you (hall 
** give me leave to treat you with another bottle, 
i* and then we'll part friends.*'— This propofal was 
not at all reliihed by the fiflerhood ; and mifs Wil- 
liams told him : Sure he did not imagine her fuch a 
fool as to be fatisfied with a paultry glafs of four 
wine.— Here the turnkey interrupted her, by afRrm- 
Ing with an oath, that the wine was as good as ever 
was tipped over tongue.—" Well (continued flie) 
•* that may be — ^but was it the beft of champaign, it 
** is no recompence for the damage I have fuffered 
** both in charafter and health, by being wrongfully 
** dragged to jail— At this rate no innocent peifon 
•* is (afe, fince an officer of jullice,' out of malice, 

/* private pique, or miftake, may injure and opprefs 

n T " *' ^^^ 
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^* the fubjeA with impunity^but, thank heaYcn, I 
•* live under the proteftion of laws that will not fuf* 
<^ fer fuch infults to pafs unpunifhed, and I knovr 
** very well how to procure redrcfe.** — ^Mr. Vulture 
(for that was the bailifTs name) finding he had to 
deal with one who would not be impofed upon, be- 
gan to look very fullcn and perplexed, and leaning 
his forehead on his hand, entered into a deliberation 
>vith himfelf, which lafted a few minutes, and thea 
broke out in a volley of dreadful curfes againfl the 
old b—och our landlady (as he called her) for having 
mi (informed him. — After much wrangling and fwcar- 
ing, the matter was referred to the decifion of the 
turnkey, who calling for the other bottle, mulfted 
the bailiff in all the liquor that had been drank» 
coach*hire, and a couple of guineas for the ufe of the 
plaintiff. — The money was immediately depoflted; 
Klifs Williams gratified the two evidences with one 
half, and putting the other in her pocket drove home 
with me, leaving the catchpole grumbling over his 
lofs, yet pleafed in the main, for having fo cheaply 
cot clear of a bufmefs that might have coft him ten 
times the fum, and his place to boot.— This guinea - 
, was a very feafonable relief to us, who were reduced 
to great necedity, fix of my (hirts and almoft all my 
cloatbs, except thofe on my back, having been either 
pawned or fold for our maintenance before this hap- 
pened. — As we refented the behaviour of our land- 
lady, our firft care was to provide ourfelves with an- 
. other lodging, whither we removed next day, with 
, ^njntention to keep ourfelves as retired as pofEble,. 
until our cure fhould be completed. — .When we were 
fixed in our new habitation, I intreated her to fiuifli 
the ftory of her life, v^hich fhe purfued m this man- 
ner: 

The fuccefs of our experiment on the J— ge, en- 
couraged us to praftife the fame deceit oaothcii >. an i 
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my virginity wAs five times fold to good purpofe'; 
but this harveft lafted riot lorig, my charafter tak- 
ing air, and ftiy direftrefs dfekrting me for fome 
new game, then I took lodging^ ndar Charing- 
crofe, at two gumesTs/^ Week, and began to enters 
tain company in a public mafiner: — But my in* 
crome being too fmall to defray my expence, t was^ 
obliged to retrench, and" enter into articles with the 
porters of certain taverns, who undertook to find em- 
ployment enough for me, provided I Would (bare my 
profits with thcni. — Accordingly, I was almoft evety 
i)ight engaged with company, among whom I was^ 
cxpofed to every mortification, danger and abufe, 

that flow from dronkennefs, brutality and difeafe. 

How miferable is the condition of a courtezan, whofe 
bufinefs it is to fooih, fuffer and obey the diftates^ 
(bf rage, infolence and luft ! — As my fpiiit was not 
fufficiently humbled to the will, nor my tempier cal*- 
eulated for the converfation of my gallants, it wa» 
impoflible for me to overcome an averfion I felt for 
jny profeflion, which manifefted itfelf in a fettled 
gloom oft my countenance, and difgufted thofe fon? 
pf mirth and riot fo mucb, that I was frequently 
pfcd in a Shocking manner, and kicked down flairs 
with difgrace.— The mefTengcrs feeing me difagree- 
able to their bcnefaftors and employers, feldom 
troubled me with a call, and I began to find myfelf 
almoft totally negle<!?bed. To contribute towards my 
fupport, I was fain to fell my watch, rings, trinkets, 
with the bcft part of my cloarhs ; and I was one 
evening' mufing by myfelf, on the mifery before me, 
whea I received a meflage frohi a bagnio, whither I 
repaired in a chair, and was introduced to a gentle- 
man drefled like an officer, with whom I iupped 
in a fumptuous manner, and after drinking a hearty 
glafs of champaign, went to bed. — Tn the-moriMng 
when I awolLe, I found my gallant had got ujt, and 
irawing ailde iht curtain, couFd not T>erC€ive *im ih 

&• the 



thcVoom. This circumftaoce gave me fonse wQeaff©^ ' 
but as be might have retired on fome maeOkry ocq^ 
ficm^ I waked a full hour for hi$ return j md thtm 
in thegreateft perplexity rofe up, aod ruog tjiebell. 
When the waiter came to the doqr, he fiwimd k 
locked, aud delired admittance, which I. grsyate^ 
aftea: observing with great furprizc, that the key re- 
roamed on the infide, as when we wen,t to l>ed.— f 
no foooer enquired for the captain, than the felloup 
flying Mdib a diflraftcd look, criied, *^ How, madiam i 
** is he not a-bed ?" And when. he was 4t}sfied as 
to that particular, ran mto a clofet adjokiiag to ih^ 
chamber, the window, of which he fou»d o^pen.— ^ 
Throjgh this, the adventurer had got upo^,a wait 
from whence he dropped down into a cpurt an4 
cfcaped ; leaving noe to be anfwerable, not only for 
the reckoning, but a^fo for a large fijlv^r tankard andl 
poflTet bowl, which be had carj^ed off with himv— It 
is impoiSbie to defcribe the conflernation I was imf^ 
der, when I few myfelf detained as a thief's aocoii> 
plice ; for I was looked upon in that light, and car- 
jried before a juftice, who miflaking my confufion for 
a fign of guilt, committed me after a &ort e:(^nina» 
tion to Bridewell, having advifed me as the only 
means to fave my life, to turo: evidenfie, and imr 
yeach my confederate. — ^I now concluded^ the ven^ 
geance of heaven had overtaken me^ and that I mult 
foon finifti my career by an i^nominiods dearf)*— ^ 
This reflexion funk fo deep iuto my foul^ tha^ I wa^ 
for fome days deprived of my rcaion, aod actually 
believed myfelf in hell, tormented byfier^ds: Indeed, 
there needs not a very extravagant iasMgrnation to» 
form that idea ; for of ail the fccnes oo: earth, that of 
Bridewell approaches ncareft the, notion I had always: 
entertained of the infernal re^oas. — ^Here I few no- 
thing but rage, angnifh and inxpiety ; and heard now 
thing but groans, curfes and blafphcmy.--*--^In the 
midtt of this bellilb crew, I was fubjeftcd to th/j ty- 
^16 ranoy 



%9o The Adventures of^^ 

nnoy of a Wbarlan, who impofed upon mc ta/^ 
that I could not poflibly perform, and then puniflied 
iny incapacity with the utmoft rigour and inhumor 
nity. I was often whipt into a fwoon» and laOied out 
' of it, during which miferable intervals, I was robbed 
by my fellow-prifoners of evtfry thing about mei 
even to my cap, ihoes and ftockings ; I was not on- 
ly deflitnte of neeeflaries, but even of food, fo that 
my wretchedne(s was extreme. Not one of my ac- 
qusdntance to whom I imparted my fituation, would 
grant me the lead fuccour or regard, on pretence of 
jny being committed for theft j and my landlord re- 
filled to part with fome of my own cloaths which I 
fent for, becaufe I was indebted to him fpr a week's 
lodging* — Overwhelmed with calamity, I grew def- 
{lerate, and refolved to put an end to my grievances 
and life together; for this purpofe I got up in the 
middle of the night, when I thought every body 
round me ai^ep, and Hxtng one ^nd of my handker- 
chief toAi la^ge hook in the ceiling, that fupported 
the fcales on which the hemp is weighed, I ftood up^ 
on a chair, and making a noofe on the other end, 

!>ut my neck into it, with an intention to hang my- 
elf ; but before I could adjuft the knot, I was fur- 
prifed and prevented by two women who had beea 

awake all the while, and fufpefted my defign, 

In the morning my attempt was publifhed among the 
prifoners, and puni(hed with thirty firipes, the paia 
of which co-operating with my difappointment and 
difgrace, bereft me of my fenfes and threw me into 
anecftafy of madnefs, during which I tore the fle(h 
from my bones wi|h my teeth, and daOied my head 
againft the pavement.— So that they were obliged to 
fet a watch over me, to reftrain me from doing further 
mifchief to myfelfand others. — This fit of pbrenzy 
-continued three days, at the end of which I grew 
cafm and fullen ; but as the deftre of making away 
with pyfclf ftill remained, I come to Ji determmaf 
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~^ion of flarving myfelf to death, and with that view 
refufed all fuftenance. Whether it was owing to 
the want of oppofition, or to the weakncfs of nature, 
I know not, but on the fecond day of my faft, I 
found my refolution confidcraWy impaired, and th^ 
calls of hunger almoft infupportable. — At this critical 
conjunAure a lady was brought into the prifon with 
whom I had contracted an acquaintance while I lived 
with Horatio ; (he was then on the fame footing as I 
was, but afterwards quarrelling with her gallant, 

. and not finding another to her mind, altered her 
fcheme of life, and fet up a coiTee-houfe among the 
hundreds of Drury, where ftie entertained gentlemen 
with claret, arrack, and the choice of half a dozen of 
damfels, who lived in her houfe. This ferviceablc 
matron having neglefted to gratify a certain j — cc 
for the connivance (he enjoyed, was indifted at the 
quarter feflions, in corlfequence of which her bevy 
was difperfed, and herfelf committed, to Bride- 
well. — She had not been long there, before (he learn- 
ed my difafter, and coming up to me, after a com* 
pliment of condolance, enquired into the particulars 
of my fate : While we were engaged in difcourfe to* 
gather, the mafter came and told me that the fellow 
on whofe account I had fuffcred was taken, that he 
had confefled the theft, and cleared me of any con- 
cern in the affair ; for which reafon, he, the mafter, 
hzd orders to difcharge me, and tliat I was from ti^at 
moment free. This piece of news foon banilhed all 
thoughts of death, and had fuch an inftantaneous ef- 
feft on my countenance, that Mrs. Coupler (the 
lady then prefent) hoping to find her account in me^ 
very generoufly offered to furnifti me with what ne- 
ctfiaries I wanted, and take me into her own houfe, 
jsis foon as fhe could compromife matters with the 
j — ces. The conditions of her offer, were, that I 
ihould pay three guineas weekly for my board, and 
a reafonable coafideration beiides for the ufe of fuch 

cloaths 



i82 The AwEHTVK^s ef 

doa'ths and ornaments as fhe (hould fupply me witfi^ 
10 be dcdufted from the fifft prc^ts of my embraces^ 
— -Thefe were hard terms ; but not to be rejefted bjr 
one who was: turned out helpkfs and naked into the 
^ide world, without a friend to pity or affift her. 
— ^I therefore embraced her propofal, and flie being 
fcaited in a. few hours, took me home with her in a 
coach. * As I was by this time confcious of having 
formerly difgufted my admirers by my referved and 
haiTghty behaviour, I now Endeavoured to conquer 
Ihat difpofition, and the fuddcn change erf" my for- - 
tune giving me a flow of fpirits, I appeared in the 
moft winning and gay manner I could aflume. Hav- 
ing the advantage of a good voice and education, I 
exerted my talents to the uttermoft, and foon became 
the fiavourite with all company. — This fuccefs alarm- 
ed the pride and jealoufy of Mrs. Coupler, who- 
could not bear the thoughts of being eciipfcd : She 
therefore made a merit of her envy, and whifper*d 
^mong her cuftomers that I wa^ unfound.— There 
needed no more to ruin my reputation and blaft my 
profperity ; every body fliunncd me with marks of. 
averfion and dtfdain, and in a very fhort time I was 
as folitary as ever. Want of gallants was attended with 
Want of money to fatisfy my maliciotis landlady, who 
having purpofcly given me credit to the amount of ^ 
eleven pounds, took out ia writ againft me, and! was 
arrefled in her own houfe. — Though the room was 
crowded with people, when the bailiff entered, not 
one of them had compaffion eiK)ugh to molify my 
profecutrix, far lefs to pay the debt ; they even 
laughed at my tears, and one of them bad me be of 
good cheer, for I ihould not want admirers in New- . 
gate. At that inftant, a fea- lieu tenant came in, aad 
feeing my plight, began to enquire into the circun>- 
ftances.of my misfortune, when this wit advifed him 
to keep clear of me, for I was a fire-fhip. — «* A fire- 
y (hip ! (replied tb^ failor) more' like ^jgra-galley 
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" in diftrefs, that has been boarded by fuch a fire-fhip' 
" as you ; if fa be, as that is the c^fe, ftie ft^nds ia 
•* more need of affiftance.' — ^Harkee, my girl, how far 

ha*^ you over-run the conftable ?'*^— I told hitn thar 
die debt amounted to- eleven pounds, befides the ex -J 
pence of the writ—'* An that be all (faid he) yotr flian'r 
" go to the bilboes this bonr/' — And taking out his= 
pnne, paid the mcmey, difcharged the bailiff, and 
telling me, I had got into the wrong port, advifed 
me to feek out a more "c-onvcnienl harbour. Where I 
could be fafely hove down, for which purpofe he 
made me a prefent of five guineas more.— I was fo- 
touched with this fingular piece of genarcrfity, that 
for fome tune I had not power to thank him.— How- 
ever as foon as I had recollefted myfelf,. I begged the 
favour of him to go with tnt to the next tavern,, 
where I explained the nature ©f my difafler, and con- 
vinced him of the falfhood. of what was reported to- 
my prejudice fo effeftuallyy that he from that mo- 
ment attached himfelf to me, ahd we lived m 
great harmony together, until he was obliged to go- 
to fea, where he periftied in a florm. 

Having loft my benefa6lor, and almoft confumed 
the remains of his bounty, I faw myfelf in danger 
of relapfing into my former neceflityj and began to 
be very uneafy at the profpeft of bailiffs and jails j— 
when one of the flf^erhood^ a little ftale, advifed me 
to take lodgings in a part of the town where I was un^ 
inown, and pafs for an heii^efs, by which artifice I 
might entrap fomebody to be tny hufband, who Would 
p<^iGbiy be able fo allow me an handfome maintenance, 
oi' at worfl fcreen me from the dread and danger of a: 
prifon, b/ becoming liable for whatever debts I fliould 
contraft.— I approved of this fcheme, towards the 
execution of which my companion clubbed her 
wardrobe, and undertook to liVe with me in quality 
of roy maid ; with the provlfo, that fhe (hould be 
JeimbarC^d, and* hajidfdmely confidered out of the 
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profits of my fucccfs. — She was immediately detach-* 
ed to look out for a convenient place, and that very 
day hired a genteel apartment in Park-ftreet, whither 
I moved in a coach loaded with her baggage and my. 
own. — I made my firft appearance in a blue riding 
habit trimmed with filver ; and my maid afled her 
part To artfully, ^hat in a day or two, my fame was 
ipread all over the neighbourhood, and I was faid to be 
a rich heirefs juft arrived from the country.— This re- 
port brought a fwarm of gay young fellows about me ; 
but I foon found them out to be all indigent adven- 
turers like myfelf, who crowded to me like crows to 
a carrion, with a view of preying upon my fortune. 
— I maintained, however, the appearance of wealth 
as long as pofSble, in hopes of gaining fome admirer 
more for my purpofe ; and at length attracted the re- 
gard of one who would have fetisfied my wiflies; 
and managed matters fo well, that a day wa^ aAuaJly 
fixfed for our nuptials: In the interim, he begged 
leave to introduce an intimate friend to me, which 
requeft as I could not refufe, I had the extreme morti- 
fication and furprife, to fee next night, in that friend, 
my old keeper Horatio, who no Tooner beheld n>e 
. than he changed colour ; but had prefence of mind 
to advance and falute me, bidding me (with a low 
voice) be under no apprehenfion, for he would not 
expofe me. — In fpite of this aflbrarice, I could not 
recover myfelf fo far, as to entertain them, but with- 
drew to mv chamber on pretence of a fevere headri^ch, 
to the no inftall concern of my adorer, who took his 
leave in the tendered manner, and went ^off with 
tus friend* 

Having imparted my fituation to my companioa,' 
ihe found it high time for us to decamp, and that 
without any noife, becaufe we were not only indebt- 
ed to our landlady, but alfo to feveral tradefmen in 
the neighbourhood. — Our retreat (therefore) Was 
concerted and e;&ecutcd ta this maQoer: Having 
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packed up all our cloatbs and moveables ia fmall 
parcels, (he (on pretence of fetching cordials for me) 
carried them at feveral times, to the houfe of an ac- 
qnaiotancey where (he likeWe procured a lodging, 
|o which we retired in the middle of the night, whea 
every other body in the houfe was afleep. — ^I was now 
obliged to aim at lower game, and accordingly fpread 
my nets among trades-people; but found them all 
too phlegmatic or cautious for my art and attraflions ; 
till at laft I became acquainted with you, on whom I 
praftifed all my dexterity ; not that I believed you 
had any fortune or expeAation of one, but that I 
Height transfer the burthen of fuch debts as I bad in- 
curred or fhould contraft, from myfelf to another } 
and at the fame time avenge myfeJf of your fex, by 
rendering miferablc, one who bore fuch refemblancc 
to the wretch who ruined me ; — but heaven pre* 
fcryed you from my fnares, by the difcovery yoa 
made, which was. owing to the negligence of my 
inaid in leaiiog the chambeitsiQor unlocked, when 
flue went to buy fugar for brciakfaft.— The perfon in 
bed with me, was a gentleman whom .1 had allured 
the night before, as he walked homeward pretty 
much elevated with liquor ; for by this time my con* 
ditton was fo low, that I was forced to turn out in 
the twilight, to the ftreets in hopes of prey,— .When 
I found myfelf deteAed and forfaken by you, I was 
fain to move my lodging, and dwell two pair of 
Aairs higher than before : My companion being dif- 
appointad in her expeAations, left me, ^to trade upon 
her own bottom, and I had no other rcfource, than 
. to venture forth, like the owls, in the dark, to pick 
up a precarious and uncomfortable fubfiftence^ . I 
have often fauntered between Ludgate-hill and Char- 
ing-crofs, a whole winter-night, -expofed not only 
to the inclcniency of the weather, but likewife to the 
rage of hunger and thirft, withput being fo happy as 
to mce.t with one cully ; then creep up to my garret, 

ia 
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iQ a deplorable, dragged conditkm, faeak ta bed, 
tnd try to bury my appetite and forrows in deep. — 
When I lighted on fome rake or tradefmaa reeling 
home drunk, I frequently foffered the moft bruul 
treatment, in fpite of which i was obliged to afTedl 
gaiety and good humoor, though my foul was ftung 
with refentment and difdain, and my heart loaded 
with grief and afSid^ion. — In the courle of thefe noc* 
turnal adventures, I was inie6ted wkh the difeafe 
that in a (hort time rendered me the objeft of my owft 
abhorrence, and drove -me to the retreat, where youf 
benevolence reicued me from the' jaws of death* 

' So miQch candotir and good fenfe appeared ifi this 
lady's narration, that Iiaaade no fcruple of believing 
every fyllabte of v^hat flie fald; and exprefled my 
ftftoniOifflent at the variety of miferies (he had uader- 
gone, in fo St tie time ; for all her nisfortinies had 
happened widiki the totapafs of twoye^s.«^I com^ 
{Mtred het fituatron "with toy oWfi» and found k t 
tfaocifand tbnes more w^^ftthed r | had tudufed hard- 
ships, 'tia tr^ $ my wtiole life had been a (bftei ^ 
fiichy and Mfhtn t looked forward, the frofpoSt ws^ 
not much bettered — but r then they trere become t^ 
bltnai to fne, and confe^tieiitljr I couid bear them 
with kfs difficulty .^^If cybe fcheme <3f life (houtd pdt 
fditteed) I tould have recourfe to another^ add fo to 
a third, v^ring about ta a tbowfalid dMfe«nt <bift$, 
according to^ the eftii^rgendcs of toy fate, withoot 
forfeirirvg the dignity ^tAf cb^rafter, beyond a poWef 
of fctPleving it, or fubjeftii^ diyfotf whially^o tht 
taprioe and bstrbarky of the World. Od iM otbe^r, 
hand, Oxq bad known and reilfhed tbe.iwects of prof- 
|>erity, (he had been brought up under the wings of 
an indulgent parent, in all the delicacies' to which 
her fex and rank entitled her ; and without any ex- 
travagance of hope, e'ntei'tained herfelf with the view 
^f unlnterr»pted\happto«rs thro', the whole fcefte of 

r T ^^' 
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fife.— How fatal then, how tormenting, how intole* 
Fable muft her re'verfe of fortune be ! a reverfi, that 
not only robs her of thcfe external cdmforts, and 
plunges her iijrto all the miferies of want, but alfo 
ranrthers ber peace' of mind, and entails upon her the- 
curfe of eternal infamy 1 — Of all profeffioos I pro* 
nounced that of a courtezan themoft deplorable, an4 
her of all courtezans the moft uT>happy. — She,allo\^ed 
my obfervation to be juft in the main, but at the 
fame time, affirmed, that notwithftanding the dif- 
graces which had fallen to" her (hare, fhe had not 
been fo unlucky in the condition of ; 
many others of the fame community — 
« ten feen, (faid Ac) while 1 ilroll 
* ftrfeets at midnight, a number of rj 
•* reduced tt) rags and filth, huddled 
•* fwine, iii the cerntr of a dark il 
•* whoih, but erghtecn months before, 
^ the feFOOrites, of the town, foiling 
•* and glitteritig fti alt the pomp ot 
•^ dreft." — And indeed the grad^tioi 
ctivtd y the tnoft fafhiotfable wbmani c 
as liable .to contagion^ as on^ in ^ ti 
^ere ; fhe tefefh her arfriQir^ts, herii 
IJc; . fhe is avoided, negle/fted^ unab 
her tifual appearance, ^Vhich however 
Hiaintaih a^ long as poilJble ; her crec 
obliged to retrench and beeoiti6 a fiigl 
malady gains ground, fhe tampers with her conftitu- 
tioHj and ruins it; her complexion fades, fhe grows 
naufeous to every body, finds herfelf reduced to a 
ftarving condition, is tempted to pick pockets, is de- 
tefted, committed to Newgate, where fhe remains in 
a miferable condition, 'till fhe is difcharged becaufe 
the plaintiff will not appear to profecu'te her, No^ 
body wiH afRird her lodging, the fymptoms of her 
diftemper are grown outrageous, fhe fues to be admit- 
ted into, an hofpita),, where fhe is cured at the ex- 

pence^ 
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pence of her nofe ; (he is turned out naked into tlie 
fireets, depends upon the addrefles of the lowed da(s, 
is fain to allay the rage of hunger and cold with gin, 
degenerates into a brutal infenfibility^ rots and dies 
upon a dung hill. — Miferable wretch that I ami 
perhaps the fame horrors are decreed for me J — 
** No, (cried /he after fome paufe) 1 fhall never live 
" to fuch extremity of diftrels I my own hand (hall 
" open a way for my deliverance, before I arrive at 
*• that forlorn period !" — Her condition filled me 
V^ith fympathy and compaflion ; I revered her qua* 
lifications, looked upon her as unfortunate, not cri- 
minal ; and attended her with fuch care and fuccefi, 
that in lefs cban two months, her health, as well as 
my own, was perfeftly re-eftabli(hed. — As we oftca 
conferred upon our mutual affairs, and interchanged 
advice, a thoufand different projects were formed^ 
which upon farther canvaffing appeared impracticable.' 
«i^We would have gladly gone to fervicc ; but whor 
yrould take us in without recomjnendation ? At lengthi 
an expedient occurred to her, of which (he intended 
to lay hold; and this was, to procure with the firft 
money (he fliould earn, the homely garb of a coun-. 
try wench, go to fome village at a good diftance 
from town, and come up in a waggon, as a fre(h girl 
for fervice ; by which means, (he might be provided 
for in a manner much more fuitable to her incliaa- 
tioa, than her prcfcnt way of life. 
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C HA P. XXlV. 

I am. reduced to great m'fery — affaulted on ^ower* 
hi I by a prefs-gangy who put me on hoard a 
tender — f»y ufage there — my arrival om 
board of the Thunder man of voar^ *u>bere.l}am 
put in ironSy and afterwards releafedhy the 
good offices of Mr. "Thompfm^ wb^ recommends 
me as afftftant to the fnrgeon — he relates his 
own Jiory^ and makes me acquainted with the 
cbaraSers of the captain ^ f^fgcon^ and firft 
mate. 

I Applauded the rcfolution of Mifs Williams, wha,. 
a few days after, was hired in quality of bar*, 
keeper, by one of the ladies who ^hjui witnefled 10 
her behalf at the Marfhalfea ; and who fince that 
time had got credit with a wine-merchaQt, whofe 
fevouritc ftie was, to fet up a coovenient houfe of- 
her own, — ^Thither my fellow- lodger repaired, after,, 
having taken leave of 03c, with a torrent of tears,/ 
and a thoufand proteftatioos of eternal gratitude; af* 
furing m^, fhe would remain in this fitua^ion no 
longer than /he fhould pick up money fuflScient to 
put her other defign in execution. 

As for my own part, I faw no rcfource but the ar- 
my or pavy, bctweeo which I he/itated fo lopg, that 
I found myfelf reduced to a ftarving oondition. — 
My fpirit begau \o accoipmodate itfejf tp n^y beggarly 
fate, and I became fo mean, as to go down towards 
Wappiog, with an intention to enquire for an old 
fchooI-fellow« who (J underftood) had got the 
coauoAAd of a iinall coaftin^ veflTel, then in the 

river, 
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river, and implprc his affiftancc. — But my deffiny 
prevented this abjeft piece of behaviour ; for as I 
xyoffed Tower-wharf, a fquajt tawny fellow with 
a banger by his fide, and a cudgel in his hand, came 
up. to me, calling, ** Yo, ho ! brother, you muft 
** come along with me."— As I did not like his ap* 
pearance, inftead of anfwering his faluiation, I 
quickened my pace in hope of ridding myfelf of his 
company ; upon which he wbiftled aloud, and imme* 
iKately another faiter appeared before me, who hil 
liekfof me by the collar, and begaa to drag me along, 
*^Not being of a humour to rcliflx fuch treatment, 
I difengaged myfelf- of the aflailant, and with one 
i^low of my cudgel, laid him moiionlefs on the 
ground ; and perceiving myfelf furrounded in a trice, 
by ten or a dozen more, exerted myfelf with fuch 
dexterity and fuccefs, that ' fome of my opponents 
^vere fain to attack me with drawn cutlafles j and 
after an obftinate engagement, in which I received 
^ large wound' on my head, and another on my left 
cheek, I was difarmed, taken prifoner, ancf carried 
on board a preffing tender ; where, after being pini- 
oned like a malefaftor, I was thraft down into the 
hold, among a parcel of miferable wretches, the 
fight of whom well nigh diftrafted me. — As the 
commanding officer had not humanity enough to or- 
der my wounds to be drefied, and I could not ufe 
my own hands, I defired one of my fellow-captives 
AVho was unfettered, to take a handkerchief out of my 
pocket and tie it round my head to flop the bleeding. 
He pulled out my handkerchief, ('tis true) but inftead 
ijf applying it to the ufe for which I defigned it, went 
to the grating of the hatch- way, and with aftonifliing 
compofure, fold It before my face to a bum-boat- 
woman * then on board for; a quart^of gin, with 

* A bum-boat- worn an, is one who felU bread* cheefe, 
greens, liquor, and fre(h provifions to the failors, in a 
Snail boat that lies along-fide of the*(hip. 

which 
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which he treated hin ccanpanions, regardlefs of m^ 
circumftaDces and in treaties. 

I complained bitterly of this robberyvto the mid-* 
flijpman on deck, telling him at the iame time, 
that.unlefs myiiorts were drcfled, I fhcMild .bleed to 
death. But compaffion was a weakaefs of which no 
naan could juftly accufe this perfon, who fquirting 
a moathful of diflblved tobacco upon me through, 
the gratings^ >told me^ " I was a mminous dog; 
'** and that I might die and be damiied*" — ^Finding 
there was no other remedy, I appealed to patience, 
and laid up this ufage in my memory^ to be recalled 
at a fitter feafon. — ^In the mean time, loft of blood, 
vexation and want of food, contributed, with the 
noifome ftench of the place, to throw me into a 
iwoon ; out <rf which i was recovered by a t^i^eak of 
the nofe, adminiftered by the tar who flood centlnel 
qver us, who at the lame tame r^aled me with a 
draught of jSip, and, comforted me with the hopes of 
being put on board of the Thunder nfext day, where' 
I (hould be freed of my handcuffs, and cured of my 
wounds by the doftor.— I no fooner heard* him 
name the Thunder, than I afked, if he had belong-* 
ed to that fhip long ; and he giving me to uhder-' 
fVand, he had betenged to her fiveyearS, I enquired 
if he knew lieutenant Bowling ?•— ** Know lieutenant 
*« Bowling (faid he)— K)dds my life! and that I' 
-^« do ; and a good feaman he is, as ever ftept upon 
<* forecaftle, — r-and a brave fellow as ever craekt 

** biflcet ; none of your guinea pigs,— nor your 

** frefti water, wilhy wafliy, fair-weather fowls. 
*« —Many a taught gale of wind has honeft Tom 

*' Bowling and I weathered together. Here's 

*^ his hedtfe with- aU my heart, where-ever he is, 
*^ ft*loft or aiow-*^ia heaven or in hell— all's one 
'^ for that— he needs not be aihamed to (how him- 
" fclf/*— I was fo much affected with this elogium, 
that I could not refrain irem telling him^ that I was ' 
, ' ' lieutenant 
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Keutenant Bowling's kinfman ; in confequeoce of 
Vfhich connexion, he exprefled an inclination to ferve 
tne, and when he was relieved, Ix-ought fome cold 
boiled beef in a platter, and bifcuit, on which we Tup- 
ped plentifully, and afterwards drank another can of 
flip together. While we were thus engaged, he re- 
counted a gneat manj exploits of my uncle, who (t 
found) was very much beloved by the fliip's company, 
and pitied for the misfortune that happened to him in 
Hifpaniola, wbich I was very glad to be informed was 
not fo great as I imagined ; ror, captain Oakum had 
recovered of his wounds, and actually at that time 
commanded the fhip. Having by accident, in my 
pocket my uncle's letter written from Fort Louis, I 
gave it my benefaAor (whofe name was Jack Ratclin). 
for his perufal ; but honeft Jack told me frankly v he 
could not read, and defired to know the contents, 
which I immediately communicated : When he heard 
that part of it, in which, he fay^ he had writ to his 
landlord, in Deal ; he cried, •' Body o' me ! that 
** was old Ben. Block, — ^he was dead before the let- 

** tcf came to hand. Ey, ey, had Ben, been 

^ alive, lieutenant Bowling wouid have had no. oc- 

*' cafion to feu Ik fo long. :Honeft Ben. was the 

«' firft man that taught him to hand, reef and fteer. 
" —Well, well, we muft all die, that's certain, — 
** we muft all come to port fooner or later,— at fea 
*♦ or on (horc ; — we muft be faft moored one day, 
*« —death's like the beft bower anchor^ as the fay- 
** ing is, it will bring us aU up."— I- could not but 
fignify my approbation of the juftnefs of Jack's re- 
flexions; and enquired into the occafion of the 
quarrel between captain Oakhum and my uncle, 
"which he explained in this manner.-*^—'' Captain 
'< Oakhum, to be fare, is a good man enough, — 
** beCdes, he's my commander ;— but what's that 
*« to me?~.I do my duty, and value no man's 
«♦ anger of a rope's end.«^Now the report goes, as 

" how 
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** how he's a lord's,, or baron knight^s brother, 
'* whereby (d'ye fee me) he carries a ftrait arm, 
** ^nd keeps aloof from his officers, thof, may hap, 
^* they may be as good men in the main as he. Now 
•* we lying at anchor in Tuberoon bay, Ji^utenant 
** Bojwling had the middle watch, and as he* al- 
** ways kept a good look-out, he made (d'ye fee) 
*' three lights in the offing, whereby he ran down to 
*' the great cabin for orders, and found the captain 
•* afleep; — whereupon he waked him, which put 
** him in a main high paffion, and he fwore woundily 
** at the lieutenant, and called him loufy Scotch fon of 
** a whore, (for I being then centinel in the fteeragc, 
** heard all) and- fwab aiKi lubber, whereby the 
*' fieutenant returned the falute, and they jawed 
'* together fore and afft a good fpell, till at laft the 
«* captain turned out, and laying hold of a rattan, 
** came athwart Mr. Bowfing^ quarter; whereby 
«* he told the captsin, that if he was not his com«» 
«* mander, he would heave him over board, and de- 
<« manded fatisfaftion afliore; whereby in the 
•« morning watch, the captain went afhore in the 
** pinnace, and afterwards the lieutenant carried the 
«* cutter a-fhore; and fo they, leaving the boats 
*< crews on their oars, went away together ; and fo 
** (d'ye fee) in lefs than a quarter of an hour we 
** heard firing," whereby we made for the place, and 
" found the captain lying wounded on the beach, 
** and fo brought him on board to the dodipr, wlio 
**. cured him in lefs than fix weeks. But, the lieu- 
** tenant clapt on all the fail, he could bear, and had 
" got far enough a-head before we knew any riling 
•* of the matter ; fo that we could never after get 
•* fight of him, for which we were not forry, be- 
** caufe the captain was mainly wroth, and would 
^ certainly have done him a mifcTiief; — for he 
** afterwards caufed him to be run on the fhip'i 
♦* books, whereby he loft all his pay, and if he 
Vql. L K «* fhould 
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'* (hould be taken^ would be tried as a de' 

« fcrter." . 

This account of the captaia's behaviour gave mc 
no advantageous idea of his charafber ; and I could 
not help lamenting my own fate, that had fubjieftcd 
me to fuch a commander. However, making a vir- 
tue of ncceffity, I put a good face on the matter, and 
next day was with the other prefTed men put on board 
of the Thunder lying at the Nore. — When we came 
along fide, the mate who guarded us thither, ordered 
my handcuffs to be taken off, that I might get on 
board the eafler j this circumftance being perceived 
by fome of the company whp flood upon the gang- 
boards to fee us enter, one of them called to Jack 
Rattlin, who was bufied in doing this friendly of- 
fice foe mej ♦* Hey, Jack, what Newgate galley 
*' have you boarded in the river as you came along I 
<* Have we not thieves enow among us already V* 
Another obferving my wounds, which remained ex- 
pofed to the air,, told me, my feams were uncaulked^ 
and that I muft be new payed— A third, feeing my 
hair clotted together ' with blood, as it were, into 
diftinft cords, took notice, that my bows were manned 
with the red ropes, inftead of my fide.— -A fourth 
a(ked me, if I could not keep my yards fquare with- 
out iron braces ? And in ftiort, a thoufand wilti- 
cifms of the fame nature were pafled upon me, be- 
fore I could get up the fhip's fide. — After we had 
been all entered upon the fhip's books, I enquired of 
one of my (hip-mates where the furgeon was, that i 
might have my wounds dreffed, and had aftually got 
as far as the middle deck (for our (hip carried eighty 
guns) in my way to the cock- pit, when 1 was met by 
the fame midftiipman; whohadufed me fo barbaroufly 
ki the tender : He feeing me free from my chains, 
aflced, with an infoleat air, who had relcaftd ^)e^ 
To this queftion I foolifhly anfwered with a counte- 
nance that too. plainly declared the flate of my 

thoughts ; 
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thoughts; " Whoever did it, I am perfuaded did 
** notconiult you in the affair/' — I had no fooner 
uttered thefe words, than he cried, ** Damn you, 
*' you faucy fon of a bitch, I'll teach you to talk fo to 
** your officer." — So faying he beftowed on me fe- 
veral fevere ftripes, with a fupple Jack he had in 
his hand; and going to the commanding officer, 
made fuch a report of me, that I was immediately 
put^ in irons by the mafter at arms, and a centinel 
placed over me. — Hpneft Rattlin, as foon as he 
heard of my condition, came tome, and adminiftred 
all the confolation he could, and then went to the 
furgeon in my behalf, wlio fent. one of his mates to 
drefs my wounds. This mate was no other than my 
old friend Thomfon, with whom I became acquaint- 
ed jat the Navy-office, as before mentioned. If I 
knew him at firft fight, it was not eafy for him to 
recognize me, disfigured with blood and dirt, and 
altered by the mifery I had undergone. — Unknown 
as I was to him, he furveyed me with looks of com* 
paffion, and handled my fores with great tendernefs* 
When he had applied what he thought proper, and 
was about to leave me, I afked him if my misfor- 
tunes had difguifed me forauch, that he could not re- 
cpUeft my face ? Upon this addrefe he obferved me 
with great earneftnefs for fome time, and at length, 
protefted he could not fecolleft one feature of my; 
countenance. — To keep him no longer in fufpence, if 
told him my name ; whicli when he heard, he em- 
braced me with afFe£lion,-and profefled his forrow in 
feeing me infpch a itiiTigreeable fituation. I made hini 
acquainted with my ftory, and when he heard how 
inhumanly I had bceh ufed in the tender, he left mc 
abruptly, aflbring me, I fliould fee him again foon. 
I had fcarce time to wonder at his fudden departure, 
when the mafler at arms came 'to the place of my 
confinement, and bad me follow him ta the quarter- 
deck, where I was examined by the firfl lieutenant. 
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who comtnaoded the (hip in the abfence of the cap^ 
tain, toucliing the treatment I had received in the 
tender from my friend the midfhipman, who was 
prefent to confront me. — I recounted the partioi- 
lars of his behaviour to me, not only in the tender, 
but fince my being on board the (hip, part of which 
being proved by the evidence jof Jack Rattlin and o- 
thers, who had no great devotion for my opprefFor, 
I was jdifcharg^d from confinement to make way for 
him, who was delivered to the mafter at arms to 
take his turn in, the bilboes. — And this was not 
the only iatkfaftion 1 enjoyed, fori was, at the re- 
oueft of the furgeon„ exempted from all other duty, 
than that of afljUing his mates in making and admini- 
firing medicines to the fick. — This good office I 
owed to the friend(hip of Mr. Thomfon, who had 
r^eprefented me in fuch a favourable light to the fur- 
geon, that he demanded me of the fieutenani to fup- 
ply the place of his third mate, who was lately dead. 
— When I had obtained this favour, my friend 
Thomfon carried me down to the cock-pit, which b 
the place allotted for the habitation of the furgeon s 
mates : And when he had (hewn me their birth, (as 
be called it) I was filled with aftonifliment and hor- 
ror, — We defcer^ded by divers ladders to a fpace as 
dark as a dungeon, which I underftood was immerfed 
fcveral fcet under water, being immediately above 
the hold : I had no fooner approached this difma! 
gulph, than my nofe was fainted with an intolerable 
itench of pu trifled cheefe and rancid butter, that ifTued 
from an apartment at the foot of the ladder, re(em- 
Wing a chandler's (hop, wliere, by the faint glim- 
mering of a candle, I could perceive a man with a 
pale meagre countenance, fitting behind a kind of 
defk, having fpeftacles on his nole, and a pen in his 
hand — This (I learned of Mr. Thomfon) was the 
ftiip's Reward, wHo fat there to diftribote provifion 
to the ieveral anfTes, and to mark what each received. 
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--He therefore prefented my name to him, and defired 
I might be entered in his mcfs ; then taking a light 
ia his hand, conduced roe to the*place of his refi- 
dence, which was a fquare of about fix feet, fur- 
jounded with the medicine cheft, that of the firft 
mate, bis own, and a board by way of table faftened 
10 the after- powder- room ; it was alfo inclofed With 
canvas nailed round to the beams of the fhip, to fcrcen 
us from the cold, as well as fron^ the view of the . 
^nidfliipmen and quarter-mafters, who lodged with- 
in the cable tiers on each fide of us : In this gloomy 
manfion, he entertained me with fome cold fait pork, 
.which he brought from a fort of locker, fixed above 
.the table ; and calling fe)r the boy of the mefs, fent 
for a can of beer, of which he made excellent 
.flip to aown the banquet.*— By this time I began 
.to recover my fpirits, which had. been exceedingly 
depr^ed with the jippearance of every thing abouc 
/ine, and could no Ipnger refrain from afking the par-* 
ticulars of Mr. Thoa?fon*s fortune, fince I had Hen 
,bhn in London— He told me, that being difappolnt* 
ed io bU exjHtftitioos of bo^r rowing mopey to gratify 
the rapacious f — t-ry at tHe Navy-office, he found 
Jiimfelf utterly unable to fubiSft ajny longer in .town, 
and had aftually offered his fervice in qiialliy of 
^ate, to the furgeon of a snerchant's fhip^ bound to 
•Guinea on the ilaving trade; when one morning., 
a young felllow, of whom he had fome acquaintance, 
.came to his lodgings, and informed him, that he 
vbad feen a warrant made out in his name at the Navy- 
office, for furgeon's fee ond mate of a third rate: 
This unexpefted piece of good news he could fcarce- 
Jy believe to be true ; more efpecially, as he ha4- 
teen found qualified at Surgeon*s-hall for third mate 
oiily ; but that he might not be wanting to himfelf 
be went thither to be afTured, and a(fbually found it 
fo : Whereupon, demanding his warrant, it was de- 
livered to him,, and the oaths adminiftrcd immc- 
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diately.— That very afternoon, he, v^nt to Gravef- 
end in the tlltboiit, from whence he took a ^kcc 
in the tide- coach for Rochefter; next morning got 
on board the Thunder, for which he was appointed, 
then lykig in the harteur at Chatham ; and the fame 
day was muftered by the clerk of the checque.-—- — 
And well it was for him, that fuch expedition was 
nfed ; for in lefs than twelve hours after his arrival, 
another William Thomfon came on board, affirming 
thai he was the perfon for whom the warrant was ex- 
pedited, and that the other was an impoftor. — My 
friend was grievoufly alarmed at this accident, the 
more fo, as his namefake had very much the advan- 
tage over him, both in affurance and drefs. — How- 
ever, to acquit himfelf of the fufpicion of impofture, 
he produced feveral letters written from Scotland to 
him in that name, and recollefting that his Inden- 
tures were In a box on board, he brought them up, 
and convinced all prefent, that he had not alTumed a 
name which did not belong tp him — His competi- 
tor enraged, that they fliould hefitate in doing him 
juftlce, (for to be fure, the warrant had been defign- 
ed for him) behaved with fo much indecent heat, 
that the commanding officer, (who was the fame 
gentleman I had feen) and the furgeon, were offended 
at his prefumption, and making a point of it with 
their friends in town, in lefs than a week got the firfl 
confirmed in his flation. — ** I have been on board 
** (faid he) ever fince, and as this way of life is be- 
*< come familiar to me, have no caufe to complain 
*< of my fituation. — The furgeon is a good-natured 
** indolent man ; the firO mate (y/ha is now on 
«♦ ihore on duty) is indeed a little proud and chole- 
*' ric, as all Welchmen are, but in the main, a 
*' friendiy honefl fcUow.--The lieutenants I have 
*' no concern with ; and as for the captain, he is 
^* too much of a gentleman to know a furgeon's 
" mate, even by fight." 
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CHAR XXV. 

The -behaviour of Mr. Morgan — r- his pride^ 
£fpkafure and generofiiy — the (economy of 

our mefs defcribed T^homfon^s further 

friend/hip — the nature of my duty explained 
^ — ^ — tbejttuation of thefick. 

WHILE he was thus difcourfing to mt^ we 
heard a voice on the cockpit ladder, pro- 
nounce with great vehemence, in a ftrange dialeft^. 
The devil and his dam blow me from the top of 
Mounchdenny, if I go to him before there is 
fomething in my pelly; — ^let his nofc be as yel- 
low as faffiron, or as plue as a pell (look you) or 
green as a leek, 'tis all one.** — ^To this declaratioa 
ibmebody anfwered, " So it fcems my poor mefs- 
mate muft part his cable for want of a little affift- 
ance. — His fore top fail is loofe already ; and be- 
fides the doftor ordered you to over- haul him ;-— 
but I fee you don't mind what your maftcr fays."— 
Here he was interrupted with, ** Splutter and oons ! 
you loufy tog, who do you call my matter \ get you 
gone to the doAor, and tell him my birth, and 
education, and my abilities; and moreover, my 
behaviour is as good as his, or any (hentleman's 
(no difparageir.ent to him) in the whole world- 
Got plefs my foui ! does he think, or conceive, or 
imagine, that I am a horfe, or ati afs, or a goat, 
to trudge backwards and forewards, and upwards 
«nd downwards, and by (ea, and by land, at his 
will and pleafures ? — ^ Go your ways, you rap- 
fcallion, and tell do£tor'Atkins» that I de fire and 
requeft, that be will give a look upon the tying 
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<< man« and order fomethiog for him if he be dead 
•* or diwc, «fid rwtJl fee him take it by and by, 
<• when my craving ftomach is fatisfied, look you." 
—At this the other went away, laying, that if they 
would fervc him fo, when he was dying, by God, 
he would be foul of them in the other world. — Here 
Mr. Thomfon let me know that the perfon we 
heard was Mr. Morg^in the firft mate, who was juft 
come on board from the hofpital, whither he had at- 
tended fome of the fick in the morning. — At the 
fame titne I faw him come into the birth. — He was 
a (hort thick man with a face gami(hed with pimples^ 
1 fnubttofe turned up at the end, an exceffive ^ide 
mouth, and little fiery eyes, furroundcd with fkin 
puckered up in innumerable wrinkles.*— My friend 
immediately made him acquainted with my cafe; 
when he regarded me with a very lofty look, but 
without fpeaking, fet dov^n a bundle he had in h^ 
hand, and approached the cupboard, which ^hen 
he had opened, he exclaimed in a great paffion, 
^'^ Cot is my life I all the podc is gone, as I am 
** a cKriftiani*' Thomfon then gave him to under- 
iknd, that as I had be^n brought on board half 
iamtfhed, he could do no lefs than entertain me with 
what was in the locker ; and the rather as he had bid 
the fteward enter me in the mefs* — Whether this 

' difappointment made Mr. Morgan more peevifli 
than ufual, or he really thought himfclf too little re- 
garded by his fellow-mate, I know not, but after 
fome paufe, he went on in this mannei^. — ** Mr. 
** Thomfon, perhaps you do not ufe me with all 
^* the good manners, and complaifance, and refpeft, 
*« (look you) that becomes you, becaufe you have 
•* not vouchfafcd to advife with me in this affair. 
•* — I have, in my time, (look you) been a mkn of 
" fome weight and fubQance, and confideration, 
«« and have kept boufe and home, and paid fcot and 

^« lot and the king'a taxes-i ay, and maintained a fa- 
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*• mily ta boot.— Aad moreover, alfo, I am yoiT 
*' fenior, and your eldqr, and your petter, Mr- 
«' Thomfon." — '* My elder. 111 allow you to be, but 
** not my better," (cried Tbomfon with fome heat.) 
** Cot is my faviour, and witnefs too (faid Morgan, 
^ with great vehemence) that I am more elder, and- 
** therefore more petter by many years than you/' 
— Fearing this difpute might be attended with fomc 
bsid confequence, I inter pofed, and told Mr. Mor- 
gan, I was very forry for having been the occafion of 
any difference between him and the fecond mate ; 
and that rather than caufe the lead breach in their 
good underftanding» I would^ cat my allowance by 
myfelf, or feek admiffion into fome other company, 
— But Thomfon, with more fpirit than difcretiou 
(as I thought) infixed upon my remaining where he 
had appbinted me ; and obferved that no man poflef- 
fed of gcnerofity and compaffion, would have any 
objeiflion to it, confi^deiing my birth and talents, 
and the misfortunes I had of late fo unjuftly under- 
gone. — This was touching Mr. Morgan on the 
right key, who proteftcd with great earneftnefs, that 
he had no objcftton to my being received in the mefe ; 
but only complained, ttiat the cereihony jo{ alking 
bis confent was not obferved. " As for a {heatlc- 
♦* man in diftrefs, (faid he, (baking me by the hand ) 
.** I lofc him as, I lofe my own powels : For Gat 
*♦ hc]p mi I I have had vexations enough upon my 
** own pack.*' — ^And as I afterwards learned, in (o 
flying, he fpoke no more than what was true ; for 
.he had been once fettled in a very good frtuation in 
Glamorganfiure, and was ruined by being fecurity 
for an acquaintance. — All differences being compos- 
ed, he untied bis bundle, which confifted of three 
bunches of onions, and a great lump of ( hefhire- 
cheefe wrapt up in a handkerchief; and taking il me 
bifcuitfrom the cupboard, fell to with a keen a^pc 
.tile, kwUk^ «^ to a flwre of the |:epaft.-^VVben he 
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had fed heartily on his homely fare» he filled a large 
cup made of a cocoa nut (hell; with brandy, and 
drinking it off, told tis, *' Prandy was the peft 
** menftruun) for onion and (hcefe/' — His hunger 
being appeafed, he began to be in better humour ; 
and being inquifitiye about my birth, no fooner un- 
derftood that I was defcended of a good family, than 
he difcovered a particular good will to me on that ac- 
count, deducing his own pedigree in a direft line 
from the famous Caraftacus king of the Britons, who 
was firft the prifoner, and afterwards the friend of 
Claudius Cacfar. — Perceiving how much I was re- 
duced in poi«it of linen, he made me a prefentof 
two good ruffled fliirts, which with two more of 
check which I received from Mr. Thomfon, enabled 
me to appear with decency. — Mean while the fai- 
lor, whom Mr. Morgan had fent to the doftor, 
brought a prefcription for his mefsmate, which 
when the Welchman had read, he got up to pre- 
pare it, and afted, if the man was ** Tead or alive/' 
" Dead ! (replied Jack) if he was dead, he would 
*• have no occafion for doftor's ftufF.— No, thank 
•* God, death han't as yet boarded him, but they hare 
•* been yard arm and yard arm thefc three glafles.** 
— ** Are his eyes open ?" (continued the mate.}-^ 
•* His ftarboard eye (faid the failor) is open, but faft 
•* jamm'd in his head y and the haulyards of his uri- 

•' der-jaw have given way." ** Paffion of my 

•• heart ! (cric'd Morgan) the man is as pad as one 
•* would defire to be \ — Did you feel his pulfes T* 
To this the other replied with ** Anan .?" — Upon 
which this Cambro Briton, with great carneftnefs 
and humanity, ordered the tar to run to his mefs-mate, 
«nd keep him alive till he fliould come with the me- 
dicine, *« and then (faid he) you {ball pcradvcnture 
«* pehold what you ftiall fee." — The poor fellow 
with great fimplicity ran to the place where the fick 
i by, but in kh than a minute rctucncd with 'a 
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wofal countenance^ aad told us his comrade had 
Aruck. Morgan hearing this, exclaimed, ** Mercy 
«* upon my falvation ! why did you not flop him till t 
«*, came?*' — *' Stop him (laid the other) I hail'd him 
** feveral times, but he was too far on his way, and 
** the enemy had got pofTeilion of his clofe quarters ; 
'' fo that he did not mind me," — '* Well, well, (faid 
** he) we all owe heaven a teath. — Go your ways, 
** you ragamuffin, and take an example and a warn- 
** ing, look you, and repent of your mineets/'-— 
So faying, he pufhed tlie feaman out of the birth. 

While he entertained us with refle<flions fuitable 
to this event, we heard the boatfwain pipe to dinner ; 
and immediately the boy belonging to our mefe, ran ta 
the locker, from whence he carried ofFa large wooden 
placter, and in a few minutes, returned with it full 
of boiled peafe, crying, '• Scaldings,'* all the way as 
be came. — The cloath, confifting of a piece of ai> 
old fail, was inftantly laid, covered with three plates, 
which by the colour I could with difficulty difcern ta 
be metal, and as many fpoons of the fame compofi- 
tion, two of which were curtailed in the handles, 
and the other abridged in the lip. Mr. Morgan him^ 
fclf enriched this mefs with a lump of fait butter, 
fcooped from an old gallipot, and a handful of onions . 
(horn, with fome pounded pepper. — I was not very 
much tempted with the appearance of this dUh, of 
which, neverthelefs, my mefs- mates eat heartily, ad- * 
vifing me to follow their example, as it' was banyan 
day, and we could have no meat till next noob.— 
But I had already laid in fufficient for the cecafion j. 
and therefore dell^red to be excufcd ; expreffing a cu- 
riofity to know the meaning of banyan-day. — They 
told me, that on Mondays, Weduefdays and Friday* 
the (hip's company had no allowance of meat, and 
that thefe meagre days were called banyan days, the 
reafon of \%hich they did not know • but I have /iiice 
learned they take their denominatiou from a fc€l of 
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devotees in fbme parts^of the Eaft-Indies, who never 
lafte: flefti. 

After dinner, Thomfon led me round the fliip, 
Ihewed me the different parts, deicribed their ufes, 
and, as far as he could, made me acquainted with the 
particulars of the difcipline and ceconomy pradlifed 
on board. — He thea demanded of the boatfwain, an 
hammock for me, which was flung in a very neat 
^ manner by my friend Jack Rattlin ; and as I had no 
bed-cloaths, pocured credit for me with the purfer, 
for a mattrafs and two. blankets. — At fcven o'clock 
in the evening Morgan vifited the fick, and having 
ordered what was proper for each, I aflifled Thom- 
fon in making up his prefcriptions : But when I fol* 
lowed him with the medicines into the fick birth or 
bofpital, and obferved the fituation of the patients, I 
was much lefs furprized that people fliould die on 
board,, than that any fick perfon fhould recover.— 
Here I faw about fifty miferablc diftempered wretches^ 
fufpended in rows, fo huddled one upon another, that 
not more than fourteen inches fpace was allotted for 
each with his bed and bedding; atid deprived of the 
light of the day, as well as of frefh air; breathing, 
nothing bat a noifome atmofphere of the morbid 
fieams exhaling from their own excrements and dif- 
cafed bodies, devoured with vermin hatched in the 
filth that furrounded them, and deftitutc of every 
conYenie&ce fieccETary for people in that helplefs cowr 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

;A difagretable acdden^ happens io me in the dif- 
charge ef my office — Morgans nefe is offended 
— tf dialogue between him and the finp^s ftew* 

ard upon examination^ 1 find more caufes 

of complainH than one — my hair is cut off 

-^ Morgan^ s cookery the manner of Jleep* 

ing on board 1 am waked in the night by a^ 

dreadful noifi. 

I Could not comprehend how it was poflible for the 
attendants to come aear tbofe who bung on the 
infide towards the fides of the {hip, in order to affift 
riiem, as they feemcd barricadoed by tbofe who lay 
on the outfide, and entirely out of the reach of all vi* 
fitation— Much lefs conid I conceive how my friend 
Thomfon would be able to admioUler clyfters, th^r 
were ordered for feme in that fituation; when I &w 
him thruft his wig ia his pocket, and ftrip himfelf 
to his waifkoat in a moment, then creep on all four, 
under the hammocks of the fsck, and forcing up his^ 
bare pate between two^ keep them afunder with one 
ftioulder, until he had done his duty. — Eager to leara 
the fervice, 1 defired he ^Irould give me leave to per- 
forni the next operation of that kind; and he con* 
fenting, I undrefled myfelf after his example, and 
crawling along, the fiiip happened to roll; this motioQ 
alarming me,. I laid hold of the iiril thing that came 
within my grafp, with fuch violence, that I overturned 
k, and foon found by the fmell that IfTued upon me, I 
had not unlocked a box of the mod d^ilicious perfume; 
it was well for me that my nofe was none of the moft 
delicate^ dfc. I Jmow not how I might have been a^ 
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feftcd by this vapour, which diffufed itfclf all dftr 
the ftilp, to the utter difcompofure of every body who • 
tarried on the fame deck ; — neither was the confe- 4 
quence of this difgrace confined to my fenfe of frnel- \ 
ling only 5 for I felt my misfortune more ways thaa d 
one. That I might not however appear altogether 
disconcerted in this my firll eflfay, I got up, and 
puflung my head with great force between two.ham- 
mocks, towards the middle, where the greateft re- ' 
fiftancc was, 1 made an opening indeed, but not un- 
derftanding the knack of dexieroufly turning my 
fhoulder to maintain my advantage, had the mortifi- 
cation to find myfelf ftuck up as it were in a pillojy, 
and the weight of three or four people bearing on 
each fide of my neck; fo that I was in danger of 
ftrangnlation. — ^WhUe I remained in this defencekfs , ' 
pofturc, one of the fick men, rendered peevifh by his* 
diftemper, was fo enraged at the fmell I had occa» 
fioned, and the rude (hock he bad received from me 
in my elevation, that with many bitter reproaches, 
he feiied me by the nofe, which he tweaked fo uo* 
tnercifully that I roared with anguilh. Thomfea 
perceiving my conditton, ordered one of the waiters 
to my amftance, 'who with much difficulty difim- 
gnged me from this fituation, and imndered me from 
taking vengeance on the lick maa, whofe indifpo£« 
tion would not have fcreened him from the cffeds 
of my indignation. 

After having made an end erf" our miniftry for that 
time, we defcended to the cockpit, my friend com* 
forting me for what had happened, with a hotnely ^ 
proverb, which I do not chufe to repeat,— rWhen we 
had defcended half way down the ladder, Mr. Morgan 
before he faw us having inteiligeoce by hi? nofe, of 
theapproachof fomething extraordinary, cried, '*Cot 
*' have mercy upon my fenfes ! I believe the enemy 
«* has poarded us in a ftink-pot!'* Then diredHng 
bis difcourfe to tlic ftewawJ,,f«)m whom he imagined 
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the odour proceeded, he reprimanded him ferercly 
for the freedoms he took among gentlemen of birth, 
and threatened to fmoak him like a padger with ful* 
phur, if he ever (hould prefume to offendhis neigh- 
bours with fuch fmells, for the future : The fteward, 
confcious of his own innocence, replied with fomc 
warmth, *' I know of no fmells but thofe of your 
*-« own making." — This repartee introduced a fmart 
dialogue, in which the Welchman undertook to prove 
that though the ftench he complained of, did nor flow 
from the fteward's own body, he was nevertheJefs the 
author of it, by ferving out damaged provifions to the 
fhip's company ; and in particutar, putrified cheefe, 
from the ufe of which only, he affirmed, fuch unfa- 
vory fteamsxould arife. — Then he launched out into 
^ the praife of good cheefe, of which he gave the ana- 
'lyfis J explained the different kinds of that commo- 
dity, with the methods praftifed to make and pre- 
ferve it ; and concluded with obferving, that in yield- 
ing good cheefe, the county of Glamorgan might vie 
with Chefhire itfelf, and was much fuperior to it in 
the produce of goats and putter.— I gathered from 
this convcrfation, that if I entered in^my prefent 
pickle, I (hould be no welcome gueft, and'thcrefore 
defired Mr. Thomfon to go before, and reprefeut 
my calaniity ; at which the firfV mate exprefling fome 
concern, went upon deck immediately, taking his 
way through the cable tire, and by the main hatch- 
way, to avoid encountering me; defiring me to clean 
myfelf as foon as poiBble ; for he intended to regale 
himfelf with a difti of falmagundy and a pipe. — Ac- 
cordingly I fct about this difagreeable bwfinefs, and 
foon found I had more caufcs of complaint than I 
at firft imagined; for I perceived fome gucfts had 
honoured mc with their cofiopany, whofe vifit I did 
not at all thiikfeafoiwblej neither did they feem incli- 
.ned to leave me in a hurry, f6r> they were in pofTeflion 
.of »y/ckief quarters, where they fed withoui refeiye «t 
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the eatpence of my blood. — But confidering it would 
be much caficr- to extirpate this ferocious colony ia 
the ktxhmcf of their fcttlemcnt, than after they ftiould 
ht multiplied and naturalized to the foil, I took the 
jklvice of my friend, who, to prevent fuch misfor- 
tunes, went always clofc (haved, and made the boy 
of our mefs cut off my hair, ,which had been grow- 
ing fmce I left. the ferrice of Lavement ; and the fe- 
cond mate lent me an old bob wig to fupply the lo& 
of that covering. This affair being ended, and every 
thing adjufted in the beft manner my circumftanccs 
would permit, the defcendant of Cara^acus returned, 
and ordering the boy to bring a piece of fait beef 
from the brine, cut off a flice and mixed it with an 
equal quantity of onions, which feafoning with a 
moderate proportion of pepper and fait, he brought 
it into a confluence with oil and vinegar. — Then taft- 
•ing the diA, affured us, it was the beft falmagundy 
that ever he made, and recommended it to our pa- 
late with fuch heartinels, that I could not help doing 
honour to bis preparation. But I had no fooner 
fwallowed a mouthful, than I thougKt my entrails were 
fcorched, and endeavoured with a deluge of fmall beer, 
to allay the heat it occafioded.— Supper being over, 
Mr. Morgan having fmoaked a couple of pipes, and 
fupplied the moifture he had expended with as many 
cans of flip, of which we all partook, a certain yawn- 
ing began to admoniih me, that it was high time to 
repair by fleep the injury I had fuffcred from want of 
reft the preceding night ; which being perceived by 
my compampns, whofe time of repofe was now ar- 
rived, they propofed we (hould turn in, or in other 
words, go to bed. Our hammocks, which hnog 
parallel to one another, on the outfide of the birth, 
were immediately unlaflied, and I beheld my mcfs- 
mates fpring with great agility into their refpcdivc 
jiefts, where they fccmed to lie concealed, very liiuch 
at their eafc.— But it was fome time before 1 could 
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-prevail upon myfelf to truft my airc»fe at fuch a dif- 
-tance from the ground, in a , narrow bag, out of 
^vhich, I imagined, I fhould be apt, on thcleaft mo- 
tion in my flecp, to tumble down at the hazard of 
breaking my bones. I fuiFer^d myfelf, however, to 
be perfuaded, and taking a leap to get in, thrfiw my- 
felf quite over, with fuch violence, that had I not 
luckily got hold of Thomfon's hammock, I /bould 
j^ve pitched upon my head on the other iide, and in 
all likelihood fraftured my flcuU. — After fome fruit- 
lefs efforts, I fucceeded at laft ; but the apprehenfioa 
of the jeopardy in which I believed myfelf, with* 
flood all the attacks of flcep, tiH towards the morn- 
ing-watch, when, ki fpite of my fear^, I was over- 
powered with flumber : though I did not long enjoy 
this comfortable iituation ; . being aroufed with a noife 
fo loud and fhrill, that I thpught the drums of my 
cars were burft by it ; this was followed by a dread- 
ful fummons pronounced by a hoarfe voice, which I 
cogld not underftand. While I was debating with 
myfelf whether or not I fliould wake my companion, 
and enquire into the occafion of this dlflarbance, I 
wis informed by oik of the quarter- mailers, who 
paiTed by me with a lanthorn in his hand, thrat the ' 
noife which alarmed^ic, was occafioned by the boat- 
fwain's mates who called up the larboard watch, and 
that I mtift lay my account with fuch interruption 
every morning at the fame hour. — Being now more 
aflured of my fafety, I addreffed myfelf again to reft, 
and flept till eight o'clock, when rifing, and break- 
faAing with my comrades,^ on bifcuit and brandy, the 
fick were vifited and affiftcd as before ; after which 
vifitation my good friend ThomTon explained and 
performed another f»ece of duty, to which I was a 
ftranger. — At a certain hour in the morning, the boy 
of the mefs went round all the decks, ringing a 
fmall hand- bell, and in rhimes compofed for the oc- 
cafion, invited all ihok who bad fores^ to repair b<- 

r^ fore 
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fore the mail, where one of the doAor's mates at- 
tended, with applications to drefs them. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

I acquire the friendjhip of the furgeon^ who pro- 
cures a warravt for mCy and makes me a ;rit 
fent of cloatbs — — tf battle between a m'dfbip- 

man and me thefurgeon leases tbefhip • 

the captain comes on board with another fur- 

geon ^a dialogue between the capjain and 

Morgan thefick are ordered to he brought 

upon the quarter -deck and examined the 

confequences of that order-^--^a madman ac- 
citfes Mcrgan^ and isfet at liberty by command 
cf the captain^ whom he inflanthf attacks and 
pummels without mercy. 

WHILE I was bufied with my friend in this 
praftice, the doftor chanced to pafs by the 
place where we were, and ftooping to obferre me, 
iappeared very well Satisfied with my n>ethod of . ap- 
plication ; and afterwards fent for me to his cabbin, 
where, having examined me touching my fkill in 
furgery, and the particulars of my fortune, \\t in- 
terefted himfelf fo far in my behalf, as to promife 
his affiflance in procuring a warrant for me, feeing 
I had been already found qualified at Surgeon's Hall, 
for the (lation I filfed on board ; and in this good office 
he the more cordially eng^ed, when he underftood I 
was nephew to Lieutenant Bowling, for whom he ex* 
prefTed a particular regard.— Iii the mean time, I 
could learn from his difcourfe, that he did not intend 
to go to fea again with Captain Oakhum, having,* as 
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ie thought, been indifferently ufed by him during 
the laft voyage. 

While I lived tolerably eafy, inexpcftation of pre- 
ferment, I was not altogether without mortifications, 
which r not only fuffered from the rude infults of the 
failors, and petty officers, among whom I was known 
by the name of Lublolly Boy\ but alfo from the dif- 
pofition of Morgan, who, though friendly in the 
main, was often very troublefome with his pride, 

* which expefted a good deal of ftbmiffion from me, 
and delighted in recapitulating the favours I had re- 
ceived at his hands. 

About fix weeks after my arrival on board, the 
. fargeon bidding me follow him into his cabbin, prc»- 
fented a warrant to me, by which I was appointed 
iurgeon's third mate on board the Thunder. — This 
he had procured by his intereft at the Navy-ofRcd % 
as alfo another for himfelf, by virtue of which he 
was removed into a fecond rate. I acknowledged his 
kindnefs in the ftrongeft terms my gratitude could 
fuggeft, and profeffed my forrow at the profpeft of 
lofing fo imhiable a friend, to whom I hoped to 
have recommended myfelf flill further, by my r©* 
fpeftful and diligent behaviour. — But his generofity 
refted not here ;— for, before he left the ftiip, he 
made me a prefent of a cheft and fome cloaths, that 
enabled me to fupport the rank to which he had 
raifed me. — I found my fpirit revive with my good 
fortune ; and now I was an officer, refolved to main* 
tain the dignity of my ftation, againfl: all oppofition 
or affronts ; nor was it long before I had occafion to 

* exert my refolution j my old enemy the midfliipmaa 
. (whofc name was Crampley) entertaining an impla- 
cable animofity againft me, for the difgrace he had 
fuffered on my account, had fince that time taken all 
opportunities of reviling and ridiculing me, when I 
was not intitled to retort this bad ufage. — And even 
after I had been rated on the books, and muftere4 as 

liicgeoas 

Digitized by VjOOQ„ 



212 The Adventures of 

furgcon's mate, did not think fit to reftrain his inlb- 
lence. — In particular, beiog one day pfcfcnt, while 
I drelled a wound in a faiJor^s leg, he began to ling 
a fong, which I thought highly injurious to the ho- 
nour of my country, and tberrfore fignified my re- 
fentment, by obferving, that the Scots always laid 
their account with finding eneari«s among the igno* 
rant, in%f»ficant iind malicious, — This nnexpedted 
^iccc of affurance enraged him to fuch a d^ec, that 
.he lent me a blow on the face, which I verily thought 
had dcmoliflied my cheek-bone ; I was not flow in 
returning the obligation, and the a&tr began to be 
.very lerious^ when by accident Mr» Morgah, and one 
of the mafter's mates, coming that way, mterpofcdi 
^nd inquiring into thecanle^ endeavoured^to promote 
it reconciliation ; but finding us both exafperated to 
^hc uttermoft, and bent againft accommodation, thcjf 
■advifed us, either to leave our difercncc undecided 
till we (hould.bave an opportunity ^of terninadngit 
^oa ihor«, like gentlem^, or cMe chobfe a prbpar 
|2lace on board, and bring it to an ifiiie by kKMtng; 
.This laft expedient .was greedily embraced by ts both ; 
-and b«ng forthwith condujaed "to the ground pro* 
pofed, we ftript in a moment, and began a very furioul 
conteft, in which I foon found myfelf inferior to my 
antagpnift, not (o much in Xlrength add a^Iity, as ia 
ikill, which he had acquired in the fchool;of Hockley 
in the Hole and Tottenham- Court.— Many crds- 
buttocks did I fuflain, and pegs on the ftomach with* 
out number, till at laft, my breath bring quite gone^ 
as well as my vigour wafted, 1 grew defperate, and 
collefting all my firength in one effort, threw in at ' 
once, head, hands, and feet,^ with fuch violence, that 
I drove my antagonift three paces backward into the 
main hatchway, down which he fell, and pitching 
upon hi$ iiead and right {houlder, remained without 
fenfc and motion**— Morgan looking down, and fee^ 
iflg him lie in that eoadition, cried, " Upon my 
'^ *' * *' confcierc^, 
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** cdnfcience, as I am a chriftian finner (look you) I 
** believe his patties are all ofer; but I take you all 
<^ to witnefs that tl\ere was no treachery in the cafe, 
^* and that he hasfufFered by the chance of war/' — 
"So faying, he defccnded to the deck below, to ex« 
amine into the fituation of my adverfary; and left 
me very little pleafed with my viftoiy, as I found 
myfelf not only terribly bruifed, but iikewife in dan- 
ger of being called %o account for the death of Cramp- 
ley : But this fear vanished when my fellow mate^ 
having by bleeding him in the juglar, brought him to 
himfelf, and Inquired into the flate of his body, call- 
ed up to me to be mider no concern, for the mid- 
ftiipman had received no other damage than as pretty 
A luxation of the os humeri^ as one would defire to fee 
on a fummer's day. — Upon this information, I crawl- 
ed down to the cockpit, and acquainted Thomfpn 
with the affair, who, providing himfelf with ban- 
dages, &c. neceflai7 for the occafion, went up to 
affift Mr. Morgan in the reduftion of the difiocation. 
— When this was fuccefsfully performed, they wifticd 
me joy of the event of the combat; and the Welch- 
fnan,, after obfejving, that in all likelinood, the an- 
cient Scots and Britons were the fame people, bad me 
** Praife Got for putting mettle in my pelly, ^nd 
«* ftrength in my limbs to fopport it." — I acquired 
fuch reputation by this rencounter (which lafted twenty 
minutes) that every body became more cautious in 
behaviour towards me; though Crampley, with 
tiis arm in a fling, talked very high, and threatened 
to feize the firft opportunity of retrieving on fhore, 
the horfour he had loll by an accident, froib whicji I 
could juftly claim no merit. 

About this time, ca|>tain Oakhum, having received 
failing ocdersr, came on board, and brought along 
with him a furgeon of his 6wn country, who foon 
made us fenfible of the lofs we fuffered in the departure 
mi doftor Atkins ; for, ire was grofsly ignorant, and 

intolerably 
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intolerably afluming, falfe, vindidiive, and unfor- 
giving ; a mercilefs tyrant to his inferiors, an abjeft 
fycophant to thofc above him. In the morning after 
the captain came on board, our firft mate, according 
to cuflom, went to wait on him with a iick lift, 
which when this grim commander had perufed, he 
cried with a flern countenance, " Blood and oons ! 
** fixty one iick people on board of my fhip !-^Harkee,. 
** you fir. 111 nave no fick in my (hip, by G — d." 
The Welchman replied, he ftiould be very glad to 
find no fick people on board ; but while it was other- 
wife, he did no more than his duty in prefenting him 
with a lift. — ^* You and your lift may be d — n*d, 
*< (faid the captain, tHrowing it at him) I fay, there 
<* ftiall be no fick in this (hip while I have the com- 
^* mand of her.'* — Mr. Morgan being nettled at this 
treatment, told him, his indignation ought to be di- 
refted to Got Almighty, who vifited his people with 
diftempcrs, and not to him, who contributed all in 
his power towards their cure. The ba(haw not be- 
ing ufed to fuch behaviour in any of his officers, was 
enraged to fury at this fatirical infinuation, and ftamp- 
ing with his foot, called him infolent fcoundrel, 
threatning to have him pinioned to the deck, if he 
fhould prefume to utter another fyllnble. But the . 
blood of Caraftacus being thoroughly heated, dif* 
dained to be reftrifted by Tuch a command, and be- 
gan to manifeft itfelf in, ** Captain Oagum, 1 am a 
•< (hentleman of birth and parentage (look you) and 
" peradventure I am moreover ** Here his ha- 
rangue was broke off by the captain's fteward, who, 
being IMorgan's countryman, hurried him out of the 
cabin before he had time to exafperate his mafter to 
a greater degree : and this would certainly have been 
the cafe ; for the indignant Welchman. could hardly 
be hindered by his friend's arguments and intreaties, 
from re-entering the prefence- chamber, anc^ .defying 
captain Oakhum to his teeth. — He was, however, ap- 

' peafed 
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peafed atlengih, and came down to the birth, where 
fiodiog Thomfon and me at work preparing medi- 
cines, he bad us leave ofF our lapour and go to play, 
for the captain, by his fole word and power and 
command, had driven ficknefs a pegging to the tevil, 
and there was^no more malady on board. So faying, 
he drank off a gill of brandy, iighed grievoufly three 
times, poured forth an ejaculation of " Got plefs my 
<* heart, liver and lungs !" and then began to fing a 
Welch fong with great eameftnefs of vifage, voice 
and gefture. — I could not conceive the meaning of 
this Angular phaenomenon, and faw by the looks of 
Thomfon, who at the fame time (hook his head, 
that he fufpefted poor Cadwallader's brains were un- 
fettled. He perceiving our amazement, told us, ho 
would explain the myftery; but at the fame time, 
bad us take notice, that he had lived poy, patchelor, 
married man and widower, almoft forty years, and . 
in all that time, there was no man nor mother's fon 
in tix€ whole world, who durft ufe him fo ill as Cap- 
tain Oakhum had done. Then he acquainted us with 
^ the dialogue that pafTed between them> as I have ali 
ready, related it ; , and had ,no fooner finiflicd this 
narration, than he received a meOage froa> the fur- 
geon, to bring the fick-lift to the quarter deck, for> 
the captain had ordered all the patients thither to be 
reviewed. — This inhuman order ihocked us ex- 
tremely, as we knew it would be impolfible to carry 
fome, of them on the deck, without imminent danger 
of their lives; but as we likewife knew it would be 
to no purpofe for us to remonflrate againft it, we re- 
paired to the quarier-deck in a body, to fee this exi 
traordinary mufler ; Morgan obferving by the way, 
that the captain was going to fend to the other world, 
a great many evidences to teftify againft himfelf — » 
When we appeared upon deck, the captain bad the 
doAor, who ftood bowing at his right hand, look at 
tbefe lazy lubberly fons of bitches, who were good 
3 *or 
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for nothbg on board but to eat the king's provl/ioir, 
and encourage idlcnefs in the flculkers. — The furgeoa 
grinned approbation, and taking the lift, began to 
examine the complaints of each as they could crawl 
to the pl^c appointed. — The firft who came under 
his cognizance was a poor fellow jyft freed of a fe« 
ver, which had weakened hkn fo much, that he could 
hardly ftand. — ^Mr. Mackihane (for that was the doc- 
tor's name) having felt bis palfe^ protefted be was as 
well as any man in the world ; and the captain deUver- 
ed him over to the boatfwain's mate^ with orders that 
be diould receive a round dozen at the gang- way im- 
mediately^ for counterfeiting himfelf fick :- — ^but be- 
fore the diicipline could be executed, the man dropt 
down on the deck, and had well nigh penfhed under 
the hands of the exccu doner.— ^Thc next patient to 
be confidered, laboured under a quartan ague, and 
being then in his interval of health, difcovered na 
other fymptoms of diftemper, than a pale meagre 
countenance, and emaciated body; upon which, he 
was declared fit for duty, and turned over to the 
boatfwain;--but being refolved to difgrace the doc* 
' tor, dicd-upon the forecaftle next day, during his 
cold fit.— The third complained of a pleuritic fKtch^ 
and fpitting of bloo^, for which do^or Mackihane 
f relicribed exercife at the pump to promote expe£io* 
radon; but whether this was improper for one in 
his fitqation, or that it was ufed to excefs, I know 
not, but in lefs than half an hour he was fuj9bcated 
with a deluge of blood that iflued from his lungs.-—' 
A "fourth, with much difficulty, dimbled to the quar* 
ter-deck, being loaded with a , monftrous aicites or 
dropfy, that invaded his cheft fo much, he could 
icarce fetch bis breath ; but his difeafe being intcj^- 
preted into fat, occafioned by idlenefs and exceis of 
eating, he was ordered, with a view to promote per- 
fpiration and enlarge his cheft, . to go akrft imme- 
diately : It was in vain for this unwieldy wretch to 

alledge 
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alledge his utter incapacity, the boatfwaia's driver 
was commanded to whip him up with the cat and nine 
tails : The fmart of this application made him exert 
himfelf fo much, that he aftually arrived at the put- 
toe flirouds ; but when the enormous weight of his 
body had noihing elfe tofupportit thaa his weakened 
arms, either out offpite or neceffity he quitted his 
hold, and plumped into the fea, where he muft have 
been drowned, had not a failor, who was in a boat 
along-fide, faved his life, by keeping him afloat till 
he was hoifted on board by a tackle.»-Jt woakl be 
tedious and difagreeable to dcfcribe the fate of every 
miferable objeS that fuiFered by- the inhumanity and 
ignorance of the captain and furgeon, who fo wan- 
tonly facrificed the lives of their fellow- creatures. 
Many were brought up in the height of fevers, and 
Tendered delirious by the injuries they received in the 
way. — Some gave up the ghoft in the prefence of 
their infpeftors ; and others, who were ordered to 
their duty, languiftied a few days at work among 
their fellows, and then departed without any cere- 
mony. — On the whole, the number of the fick was re- 
duced to lefs than a dozen ; and the authors of this 
r^dudtion were applauding themfelves for the ferviccs 
they bad done to their king and country, when the 
boatfwain's mate informed his honour, that there was 
a man below lafhed to his hammock by the, diredlioa 
of thedoftor's-mate, and that he begged hard to be 
releafed ; affirming, he had been fo maltreated only 
for a grudge Mr. Morgan bore hipi, add that he 
was as much in his fenfes as any man aboard. — :Tha . 
captain hearing this, darted a fevere look at the 
Welchman, and ordered the man to be brought up 
immediately t Upon which, Morgan protefted with 
great fervency, . that the perfon in queftion was as 
mad as a March-hare ; and begged for the loveHiJf 
Got, they would at leaft keep his arms pinioned 
VoL^ I. L during 
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during his examination, to prevent him from doing 
mifchicf. — This requeft the commander granted for 
his own feke, and the patient was produced, who in- 
iifted upon his being in his right wits with fuch calm- 
nefs and ilrength <rf argument, that every body pre- 
fcnt was inclined to believe him, except Morgan, 
who affirmed there was nb trufting to appearances ; 
forhehimfeif had been ib much impofed upon by his 
behaviour two days before, that he had aftually un- 
bound hitn ^itfa his own bands, and had well nigh 
been srardered for his pains : this was confirmed bjr 
the evidence of one of die waiters, who declared, he 
bad pulled this patient from the doftor's mate, whom 
he had gotten down and almoft ftrangled. — ^To this the 
nan anlwered* that the witnefs was a creature of Mor- 
gan's, and was fuborned to give his teftimony againfi 
him by the malice of the*matc, whom the defendant 
bad aflfronted, by dlfcovering to the people on board 
that Mr, Morgan's wife kept a gin-lhc^ in Rag- Fair. 
•—This anecdote -produced a laugh at die expence of 
the Wekhman, who Shaking bis head with fome emo- 
tion, faid, *' Ay, ay, 'tis no matter. — Got knows, 
** it is an arrant falfhood."*— Captain Oakum, with- 
out any farther hefitation, ordered the fellow' to be 
unfettered ; at the fame time, threatening to make 
Morgan exchange fituations with him for hisfpite; 
but the Briton no fooner heard the decifion in favour 
of the madman, than he got up the mkenihrouds, 
crying to ^Thonrfon and me to get out of his reach, 
for we fhould fee him play the devil with a vengeance. 
We did not think fit to difregard his caution, and 
accorcfingly got up on the poop, whence we beheld 
the maniac (as foon as he was rcleafed) fiy at the 
captain like a fury, crying, " Til let you know, you 
** fcoundrel, that I am commander of this veflel'^— 
and pummel him without mercy. The furgeon, who 
went to the affiftance of his patron, Iharcd the fame 

fates 
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fete ; and it was with the utmoft difficulty, that he 
was maftered at laft, after having done great execu- 
tion among ihofe who bppofed him. 



CHAP. XXVIIL 

The captain enraged, threatens to put the madman 
to death with bis own band — -Wj d verted 
from that refolution by the arguments and fer^ 
fuafion of the firft tietttenaf^ and furgeon---* — 
we fet fail for St. Helens ^ Join the feet under 

the command of Sir C n r O — —/^, 

and proceed for the fVeJi* Indies are over^ 

taken hy a terrible tempeji my friend Jack 

Rattlin has his leg broke by a fall from the main- 
yard the behaviour of dokor Mackflsane 

Jackoppofes the amputation of his limby 

in which he is feconded by Morgan and me^ 
who undertake the cure^ and perform it fuc- 
cefsfulfy. 

THE captain was carried into his cafcbin, fo en- 
raged with the treatment he ha^ received, that 
he ordered the fellow to be brought before him', that 
he might have the pleafure of piftoling him with his - 
own hand ; and would certainly have fatisfied his re- 
venge in this manner, had not the firft lieutenant re- 
monftrated againft it, by obferving that in all appear- 
ance, the fello>^ was not mad but defperate ; that 
he had been hired by fome enemy of the captain to 
a/Taffinate him, and therefore ought to be kept in 
irons till he could be brought to a court-martial, 
which, no doubt, would fifi th? affair to the bottom,. 
. L 2 <hy 
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(by which means, ImportaQt difcoveries might be 
made) and then fentence the criminal to a death ade- 
quate to his demerits. — This fuggeftion, improbably 
as it was, had the dcfired efFe?b upon the captain, 
being exaftly calculated for the meridian of his in- 
tellects ; more efpccially, as doftor Mack(hane efpouf- 
cd this opinion, in confequence of his previous decla- 
ration that the man was not mad. — Mprgan Ending 
there was no more damage done, could not help dis- 
covering by his countenance, the pleafure he enjoyed 
on this occafion ; and while he bathed the doftor's 
face with an embrocation, ventured to a(k him, 
Whether h6 thought there were more fools or mad- 
men on board ? But be would have been wifer in 
containing this fally, which his patient carefully laid 
up in his memory, to be taken notice of at a more 
fit fcafon.— Mean while we weighed anchor, and on 
our way to the Downs, the madman, who was treat- 
ed as prifoner, took an opportunity, while* the cen- 
tinel attended him at the head, to leap over-board 
and fruftratc the revenge of the captain. — We (laid 
not long at the Downs, but took the benefit of the 
firft eafterly wind to go round to Spithead ; where 
having received on board provifions for fix months, 
we failed from St. Helens in the grand fleet bound 
for the Weft- Indies, on the ever- memorable expe- 
dition of Carthagpna. .^ 
It was not without great mortification I (aw myfelf 
on the point of being tranfported to fuch a diftant and 
unhealthy climate, deftitute of every convenience that 
could render fuch a voyage fupportable ; and under 
the dominion of an arbitrary tyrant, whofe command 
was almoft intolerable : However, as thefe complaints 
were common to a great many on board, I refolved 
to fnbmit patiently to my fate, and contrive to make 
myfelf as eafy as the nature of the cafe would allow. 

We got out of the channel with a propferous 

ireeze, which died away, leaving us becalmed about 

fifty 
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fifty leagues to the weftward of the Lizard : But this 
ftate of inaftion did not laft long ; for next night our 
main-top fail was fplit by the wind, which in 4he 
morning increafed to a hurricane. — I was wajiened 
by a moft horrible din, occafioned by the play of the 
gun carriages upon the decks above, the cracking of 
cabbins, the howling of the wind through the fhrouds, 
the confufcd noife of the (hip's crew, the pipes of the 
boatfwain and his mates, the trumpets of the lieu- 
tenants, and the clanking of the chain pumps. 
Morgan, who had never been at fca before, turned 
out in a great hurry, crying, " Got have mercy and 
«* cbmpafBon upon us ! I believe we have got upon 
•* the confines cf Lucifer and the d— ned ! — while 
poor Thomfon lay quaking in his hammock, put* 
ting up petitions to heaven for our fafety. — I rofe 
and joined the Welchman, with whom, (after having 
fortified ourfelves with brandy) I went above; but if 
my fenfe of hearing was flartled before, how muft my 
iight have been appalled in beholding the effefts of 
tl^ ftorm ! The fea was fwelled into billows moua- 
taiti-high, on the top of which our (hip fometime<{ 
hang as if it was about to be precipitated to the abyfs 
below ! Sometimes we funk between two waves that 
rofe on each fide higher than our topmaft head, and 
threatened by daftiing together to overwhelm us m 
a moment ! Of all our fleet, confifting of a hundred 
and fifty fail, fcarce twelve appeared, and thefe driv- 
ing under their bare poles, at the mercy of the tem- 
pcfl. At length the mart of one of them gave way, 
and fumbled over-board with a hideous cralh ! Nor 
was the profpeft in our own (hip much more agree- 
able ; a number of officers and failors ran backward 
and forward with diftra6bion in their looks, hollow- 
ing to one another, and undetermined what they 
ihould attend to firft. Some clung to the yards, en- 
deavouring to unbend the fails that were fplit into a 
thoufand pieces flapping in the wind ; others tried to 
Li 2 V T furl 
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furl thofc ^vhich were yet whole, while the mafts, at 
every pitch bent and quivered like twigs, as if they 
would have ihiveied iato innumerable fplinters ! — 
While I confidered this fcene with equal terror and 
aAoniftimcnt, one of the main braces broke, by the 
fliock whereof two failors were flung from the yard's 
arm into the fea, where they perifhed, and poor Jack 
Rattlin thrown down upon the deck, at the expence 
of a broken leg. Morgan and I ran immediacely to 
his afliftance, and found a fplinter of the fliin-bonc 
thruft by the violence of the fall through the (kin : 
As this was a cafe of too ^r^at confequeace to be 
treated without the authority of the doftor, I went 
dowa to his cabbin to inform him of the accident, as 
well as to bring up dreffings, which we always kept 
ready prepared. — I entered his apartment without any 

- ceremony, and by the glinamering of a lamp, per- 
ceived him on his knees, befoj^e fomething that very 
much refembled a crucifix ; but this I will not infift 
upon,* that 1 mav not fecffi too much z, flave ^p com- 
mon report, which indeed aiEiled my pODJpfture (m 
this occafion, by repxefe^tifg Dr. MackAtacie as 9. 

' member of the church of Rome.r— Be thi$ as ix will^ 
he got up in a fort of confufion, occafiqned (I fuppofe) 
by his being difturl>ed in his devotion, and io a trice, 
fnarched the fubjeft of my fufpicion from ray fight.— - 
After making an apology for my intrufioa, I ac- 
quainted him with the fituation of Rattlin, but could 
by no means prevail upon him to vifit kitd on deck 
where he lay ; he hade me defire the l?oat{wain to 
order fome of the men to carry him dc>wn to the 
cockpit, and m the mean time (faid he) I -will direft 
Thomfon taget ready the dreffings. When I figni- 
iied to the boatfwain the doftor's defire, he fwore a 
terrible path, that he could not fpare one man from 
the, deck, becaufe he expefted the maft would go by 
tfic board every minute. — This piece of information 
4id not at all contribute to toy peace of mind ^ how- 
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tsrcTj a$ my friend Rattlia complained very much, 
with the affiftance of Morgan, I Supported him to the 
lower deck, whither Mr. Mackihane, after much in- 
treaty, ventured to come, attended by Thomfon with 
•z box full of drefCngs, and hit own fervant, who 
carried a whole fet of capital inftruraentt. — He exa- 
mined the fra<fture and the wound, and concluding 
from a livid colour extending itlelf upoo the limb, 
that a mortification would cnfue, refolvcd to ampu*- 
tate the leg immediately.-— This was a dreadful ien- 
•tence to the patient, who recruiting himfelf with a 
quid of Cobacca, pronounced whh a woful counter 
jiance. ** What ! is there no remedy, doftor ?"-— 
I** ituift I be doc'd [ can't you fplice it ?"— ** Aflured- 
«' ly, doftor Mackftiane (faid the firfl: mate) with 
*^ fubmiffion, and deference, and veneration to your 
•* fuperior abilities, and opportunities, and ftations 
^ (look you) I do apprehend, and conjcfture, and 
^ aver, that there is no occafion nor neceflity to 
'* finite off this poor man's leg."" " God Almighty, 
** blefe you, dear Welchmanl (cried Rattlin) may 
^* you have fair wind and weather wherefoever you're 

^* bound, Stml CVfM* •« «n. ft ^oK o * ' Mk- fcl«w ivrttU xjf 

^« heaven at lafl."— Mackftiane, very much incenfcd 
ttthirnaate's diflfering in opinion from him fo openly, 
anfwfered, that he i»ras not bound to give an account 
of his fraftice to him ; and in a peremptory tone, 
ordered him to apply the tourniquet.-^At the fight of 
4vhich, Jack ftarting up, cried, •' Avaft, avaft ! d— n 
'* my heart, if you clap your nippers on me, till I 
*' know wherefore f— Mr. Random, woii*t you lend 
*« a hand towards faving my precioui limb ? Odd*8 
•^ heart, if lieutenant Bowling was here, he would 
." not fuffer Jack RattBn*s leg to be chopped off like 
<* a piece of old junk/' — ^This pathetic addrefs to 
me, joined to my inclination to ferve my honeft 
friend, and the reafons I had XX> beUeVe there was no 
L 4 danger 
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daoger in delaying the amputation) induced me to 
declare myfelf c^ the firft mate's opinion, and affirm 
that the preternatural colour of the (kin, was owing 
to an inliammation occafioned by a contufion, and 
common in all fuch cafes, without any indication of 
an approaching gangrene. Morgan, who had a great 
opinion of my flcill, manifeftly exulted in my fellow- 
ftip, and aflced 1 homfon's fentiments of the matter, 
in hopes of ftrengthening our afTociation, with him 
too ) but he, being of a meek difpofition, and either 
.dreading the enmity of the furgeon, or fpeaking the 
iliAates of his own judgment, ia a modeft manner, 
e(]x>ufed the opinion of Mackftiade, who by this 
time, having confulted with himfelf, determined to 
»(\ in fuch a manner, as to fcreen himfelf from cen- 
fure ; and at the fame time revenge himfelf on us, for 
our arrogance in contradifting him. — With this view, 
he afked, if we would undertake to cure the 1^ at 
our peril ; that is^ be anfwerable for the confequencc, 
— ro this quefHon Morgan replied, that the lives 
of his creatures arc in the hands of Got alone; and 
it wx)uld be great prefumption in him to undertake 
A/i-gir cvciii xUux w m > Tg"tW puwci x]>f HIS Maker, no 
more than the doftor could promife to cure all the 
fick to whoni he adminlftered his afEftance ; but if 
the patient would put himfelf under our direflion, 
we would do our endeavour to bring his diftemper 
to a favourable iffue, to which, at prefent, we faw 
no obftruftion. — I ^gnified my concurrence? and 
Rattlin was fo overjoyed, that fhaking us both by 
the hands, he fwore no body elfe fliould touch him, 
and if he died, his blood (hould be upon his own 
head. — Mr. Mack/hane, flattering himfelf with the 
profpeft of our mifcarriage, went away, and left us 
to manage it as we (hould think proper ; accordingly, 
having fawed off part of the fplinter that ftuck thro* 
ehe ikin, we reduced the frafture, dreffed the wounds 
:*pplied the eighteen- taile4 bandage, and put the leg 

in 
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10 a box, fecundem art em. — ^E very thing fucceeded ac- 
CordiDg to our wifli, and we had the fatisfeftion, of 
not only prcferving the poor fellow's leg, but like- 
wife of rendering the doftor contemptible among the 
fliip's company, who had all their eyes od us during 
the conrfe of diis cure, which was compleated in fix 
weeks. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

Mackjhane^s malice / am taken up and im- 

prifanedfor a fpy — ^Morgan meets with the 

fame fate- Tbomfon is tampered with to 

turn evidence againfi us dtfdains the pro-' 

pofaly and is maltreated for his integrity 
Morgan is releafd to affift the furgeon during 
an engagement with fome French fhipsof war 

1 remain fettered en the poop^ expo fed ta 

the enemy'' s Jbot^ and grow delirious with fear. 
— Am comforted after the battle by Morgan^ 
who fpeaks freely of the captain j is over - heard 
by the centineU v>ho informs againfi him^ and 
again imprifoned — l-^homfoH grows defperate^ 

' and notwithfiafiding the remoitftrances of Mor* 
gan and me^ goes overboard in the night. 

IN the mean time, the ftorm fubfided into a briflc 
gale, that carried us into the warm latitudes wh^rc 
the weather became intolerable, and the grew very, 
fickly. - The doftor left nothing unatfefl[)pted toward? 
the completion of his vengeance agaipft the Welchr 
roan and me. He went among the fick, under pre-, 
tcace of encjuiring into their grievances, with a yicw: 
L 5 n \ ^^ 
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of picking op complaints to our prejudice; but fini- 
ing birofelf fruftrated in that expeftation by the good 
will we had procured from the patients by our dili- 
gence and humanity, he took the refolution of liften- 
ing to our converfation, hj hiding himfelf behind the 
canvafo that furrounded our birth ; here too he was 
dete^ed by the boy of our mefs, who acquainted us 
with this piece of behaviour, and one night, while 
we were pickiag a large bone of falt-beef, Morgan 
difcerned fomcthing fVir on the outfide of our hang- 
ings, which immediately interpreting to be the dbftor, 
he tipt me the wink, and pointed to the place, where 
I could perceive fomebody (landing ; upon which, I 
ftiatched up the bone, and leveHed it with all my force 
at him, faying^ ** Whoever you are, take that for 
your curiofKy.**^ — It had the defircd cffeft, for we 
beard the liftener tumble down^and afterwards ciawl 
to his owii cabbin.— I applauded myfclf much for this 
feat> which turned out one of the moft unlucky exploits 
of my life, Mackftianc from that time marking me 
out for deftruftion. — About a week after this exploit, 
as I was going my rounds among the fick, I was 
taken prifoner, and carried to the poop by the mafter 
at arms, where I was loaded with irons, and fhipled 
tf^ the deck, oi^ pretence that I was a fpy on board,, 
and had confpired againft the captain's liie.-^How ri- 
diculous foev^r this imputation was, I did not fail to 
fiifier by it all the rigour that could be fli^wa to the 
worft of criminals, being expofed in this miferable 
condition to the fcorching beat of the fun by day, 
and the unwholfbme damps by night, iluring the 
fpa'ce oi twelve days, in which I was. neither brought 
to trial, nor examined touching the probability of 
my charge.— I had no fooner recovered the \}f& of my 
rfefleftion, which had "been quite overthrown by this 
accident, than I fent for Thomfon, who, after coft- 
doling me on the occafion, hinted, that I owed 
this mtsfortune>o the ha^trcd of the doftor, who had 
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given an information againft me to the captain, in 
confeqnence of which I was arrefted, and all my pa- 
pers fcized. —While I was curfing lay eapricious^ 
fate, I faw Morgan afcend the poop, gnaprded by two 
corporals, who made him fit down by me, that fipe* 
might be pinioned in the fame machine.— Notwitb- 
ftanding my fituatioo, I could fcarce refrain from 
laughing at the countenance of my fellow-prifoner^ 
who, without fpeaking one word, allowed his feet to 
be inclbfed in the rings provided for that purpofe 5 
but when they pretended to faften him on ni« back, 
he grew outragtous, and drawing a large cutcaii 
from his fide- pocket, threat ned to rip up the belly of 
the firft man that fhould appi*oach him, in order ta 
treat him in fuch an unworthy manner. — -They were 
preparing to ufe him very roughly, when the lieute- 
nant on the quarterdeck, called up to them to let 
him remain as he was.— He then crept towards^ me, 
and taking me by the band, bad me " put my truft in 
w Got — And looking at Thomfftn, who fat by u^ 
tremWing, with a pale viCige, told him, there were 
two more rings for his feet, and he fhould be glad to 

find him in fuch good com painy But it was 

not the intention of our adverfary to include the fe- 
cond mate in our fate : HVm he excepted to be his 
drudge in attending the ficfe, and, if poflible, his evii^ 
dencfe againft tis : With this view he founded hwck 
irfer off, but finding his integrity iticorruptible, har- 
rafied him fo much oat of fpite, that m a fhar t time 
feis mild creature grew weary of his life. 

While I and my fellow- prifoner comforted each" 
€>ther in our tfibulation, the admiral difcovered four 
fell to leeward, and made fignal for our fhip and 
four more to chace : Hereupon every thing was clear- 
ed for an engagement, and Mackfhane forefeeiug 
he fhould have ■occafion for more afliftants than onCj 
<ibiainccl Morgan's liberty ; whik I was left in this 
deplorable poftnre to the chance of battle,— It waV 
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almoft dark when we came up with the ftenunoft 
chacc, which we hailed, and enquired who they 
' were ; they gave us to underftand they were French 
men of war, upon which captain Oakhum com- 
manded them to fend their boat on board of him ; 
but they refufed, telling him, if he had any bufinefs 
with them, to come on board of their fhip : He then 
threatned to pour in a broad-fide upon them, which 
they promifed to return. — Both fides were as good 
as their word, and the engagement began with great 
fury.— The reader may guds how I paffed my time, 
lying in this helplefs fituation, amidft the terrors of a 
Tea fight 5 expefting every moment to be cut afunder 
or duQied in pieces by the enemy's flaot ! 1 endeavour- 
ed to compofe myfelf as much as poflible, by refleft- 
ing that I was not a whit more expofed than thofe 
>vho were ftationed about me i but when I beheld 
them employed without intermilfion in annoying the 
foe, and encouraged by the fociety and behaviour of 
one another, I could eafily perceive a wide difference 
between their condition and mine : However, 1 con- 
cealed my agitation as well as I could, till the head 
of the officer of marines, who flood near me, being 
ftibt off, bounced from the deck athwart my face, 
leaving me well nigh blinded with brains. — ^1 could 
contain myfelf no longer, but began to bellow with 
all theflrength of my lungs ; when a drummer com- 
ing towards me, alked if I was wounded, and before 
I could anfwer, received a great fliot in his belly 
which tore out his intrails, and he fell flat on my 
breaft. — This accident entirely bereft me of all dil- 
cretion : I redoubled my cries, which were drowned 
in the noife of the battle ; and finding myfelf difre- 
garded,,loft all patience, and became frantic: I 
vented my rage in oaths and execrations, till my fpi- 
rits being quite exhaufted, I remained quiet and infen* 
fible of the load that oppreffed me. -The engage-, 
meet lafted till broad day, when captain Oakhum, find- 
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ing he was like to gain neither honour nor advantage hy 
the affair, pretended to be undeceived by feeing their 
colours ; and hailing the fhip with whom he had 
fought all night, protefted he beljeved them Spaniards^ 
and the guns being filenced on each iide> ordered the 
barge to be hoifted out, and went on board of th« 

French commodore- Ouc lofs amounted to tea 

killed, and eighteen wounded, moft part of whom af- 
terwards died. My fellow- mates had no fooner 

difpatchcd their bufinefs in the cock- pit, than> full 
of friendly concern, they came to vifit me Mor- 
gan afcending firft, and feeing my face almoft cover- 
ed with brains and blood, concluded I was no longer 
a man for this world; and calling to Thomfon with 
great emotion, bad him come up, and take his laft 
Farewel of his comrade and countryman, who was 
polling to a petter place, where there were no^Mack- 

danes nor Oakhums to afperfe and torment him. 

*' No, (faid he, taking me by the hand) you are go- 
*' ing to a country where there is more refpeft (hewn 
*' to unfortunate (hentlemen, and where you will 
" have the fatisfaftion of peholding your adverfaries 

** toffing upon pillows of purning primftone," 

Thomfon alarmed at this apoftrophe, made halle to 
the place where I lay, and fitting down by me, with 
tears in his eyes, enquired into the nature of my ca- 
lamity. — By this time 1 had recollefted myfelf fp 
far as to be able to converfe rationally with my 
friei^ds, whom, to their great fatisfaftion, I imme- 
diately undeceived with regard to their apprehenfioa 
p£ niy being mortally wounded, — After I had got 
myfelf difengaged from the carnage in which I wal- 
lowed, and partaken of a refrefhment which my 
friends brought along with them, we entered intq 
difcourfe upon the hardfhips we fuftained, and fpoke 
very freely of the authors of our miferjr : but our dif- 
courfe being overheard by the centinel who guarded 
me, he was no foonei: relieved, than he reported to 
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the captain every fyUaHe of our converfation, ac- 
cordiog to the orders be had received,: The efFeft of 
ihis mtormation foon appeared in the arrival (^ the ma- 
fter at arms, who replaced Morgan in his former ftation? 
and gave the f^cond mate a caution to keep a ftrift 
guard over his tongue, if he did not chodfe to ac- 
company us in our confinement. Thomfon fbrc- 

feeing that the whole flavery of attending the lick 
and wounded, as well as the cruelty of Mackfhane^ 
tnuft now fall upon his fhoulders, grew defperate at 
the profpcft, and though I never heard hkn fwear 
before, imprecated dreadful curfes on the heads of 
his oppreflbrs, declaring that he would rather quit 
life altogether, than be ttiuch longer under the power 

of fuch barbarians. 1 was not a little ftartled at 

his vivacity, and endeavoured to alleviate his com- 
plaints* by reprefenting the fubjeft of my own, with 
as much aggravation as it would bear, by which 
comparifon he might fee the balance of misfortune 
lay on my fide, and take an exaniple from me of 
fortitude and fubmiffion, till fuch time as we could 
procure redrcfs, which (I hoped) was not far off^. 
eonfidering, that we (hou!d probably be in a har- 
bour in lefe than three days, where we ftould have a© 
opportunity of preferring our complaints to the ad- 
miral. — The Wclchman joined in my remoirftrancesy 
and was at great pains to demonftrate, that it was- 
ftvery man's duty as well as intereft to refign himfelf icy 
the divine will, and look upon himfelf as a centinef 
upon duty, who is by no means at Kbcrty to leave 
his poft before he is relieved. — — Thofefon Fiftened 
attcntivtly to what we (aid, and at laft, fhedcKng z 
flood of tears, (hook his head, and left us without 
making any reply. — ^About eleven at night he came 
to fee us again, with a fettled gloom on hrs counte- 
tiance, and gave us to underftand, that he haid under- 
gone cxccflive toil fince he faw u^, and in rccom- 
pence, had been grofly aibufed by the doftor, wbo 
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faxed MoT with being confederate with us, in a dc- 
iign of taking away his life and that of the captain. 
After foaie time fpent in mutual exhortation, he got 
up,, and fqueezing me by the hand with an uncom- 
mon fervour, cried» •* God blefs you both ;" and 
left us to wonder at his fingular manner of parting 
with u8, which did not fail to make an hnpreffion ort 
us both. 

Next morning, when the hour of rifrtatlon came 
round, this unhappy young man was miffing, and 
after ftrift fearch, fnppofed to have gone brer 'board 
in the night ; and tWs was certainly the cafe. 



CHAP. XXX. 

JjTe Jament the fate of owr companku'^'-'^bt cap-- 
tain offers Morgan his libertyy. which he re* 

fiifes to accept IVe are brought befare 

him and examined Morgan is fent bach, 

into cufiody^ whether alfo I am remanded^ of let 
a curious trial. 

THE news of this event affecf^ed my fellow prir 
foner and me extremely, as our unfcTrtunate 
eompanion had juflly acquired by his amiable difpo* 
/ition, the love and efteem of us both , and the more 
we regretted his utitim,ely ifate, the greater hor- 
ror we conceived for the villain who was undoubtedly 
tiic occafion of it. — This abandoned mifcrcant did 
not difcoves the leaft fymptom of concern for Thom- 
fbn's death, although he muft have been confcious 
to himfelf, cf having driven him by ill ufage to that 
fatal refolution ; but defired the captain to fet Mor- 
gan at Rberty again to look after the patients. Ag- 
ifordingly, one of the corporals was fent up to uhfeMer* 
him, and be pFoteiled he would not be releafed until 
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he (hould know for what he was coDfiaed ; n6r would 
he be a tennis-bally nor a fhittle'cock, nor a trudge^ 
nor a fcullion to any captain under the fun, — Oakhum 
finding him obftinate, and fearing it would not be in 
his power to exercife his tyranny much longer with 
impunity, was willing to (hew fome appearance of 
juftice, and therefore ordered us both to be brought 
before him on the quarter-deck, where he fat in ftate, 
with his clerk on one fide, and his counfellor Mack- 
fliane on the other. — When we approached, 'he ho- 
noured us with this falutation : ^* So, gentlemen, 
** damn my blood I many a captain in the navy would 
** have ordered you both to be tuck'd up to the yard's 
** arm, without cither judge or jury, for the crimes 
'* you have been guilty of j but damn my blood, I 
*' have too much good- nature, in allowing fuch dogs 
•* as you tomake your defence/' — ** Captain Oakhum, 
•• (faid my fellow-fufFerer) certainly it is in your 
*' power (Got help the while) to tuck us all up at 
•* your will and defire, and pleafures. — ^And pcr- 
.*• haps it would be petter for fome of us to be tucked 
•* up, than undergo the miferies to which we have 
" been expofed. — ^So may the farmer hang his kids 
<< for his diverfion, and amufemeut, and mirth ; but 
*« there is fuch a thing as juftice, if not upon earth, 
•* furely in heaven, that will punifh with fire and 
«* primflone all thofe that take away the lives of in- 
•* nocent people out of wantonnefs and parparity 
" (look you)— In the mean time, I ftiall be glad to 
<« know the crimes laid to my charge, and fee the 
«* perfon who accufes me." — ** That you ftiall, 
«* (faid the captain) here doftor, what have you to 
«c fay >" ,^ Mackftiane flepping forward, hemmed 
a good while, in order to clear his throat, and be». 
fore he began, Morgan accofted him thus : •* Doc- 
<* tor Mackfhane, look in my face — ^look in the face 
** of an honeft man, who abhors a falfe witnefs as, 
J« he abhors the tevil, and Got be judge between you 

"and 
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<* and mc." — The doftor not minding this conjura- 
ration, made the following fpeech, as near as I can re« 
member: — '* Fli tell you what, Mr. Morgan, to 
" be fure what you fay is juft, in regard to an honeft 
•• man, and if fo be it appears as how you arc an 
*' honeft man, then it is my opinion, that you de- 
** fcrvc to be acquitted, in relation to that there af- 
*' fair; for I tell you what, captain Oakhum is re- 
** folvcd for to do every body juftice. — As for my 
** own part, all that 1 have to alledge, is that I have 
«* been informed, you have fpoken difrefpeftful 
•* words againft your captain, who to be fure is 
•* the moft honourable and generous commander ia 
•• the king's fervice, without afparagemcnt or accep- 
•* tation of man, woman, or child." — ^Having utter* 
cd this elegant harangue, on which he feemcd to 
plume himfelf, Morgan replied, " I do partly gueft 
•' and conceive, and underftand your meanings 
•* which I wifli could be more expHcite : But how- 
** ever, I do fuppofe, I am not to be condemned up- 
** on bare hear- fay j or if I am convi^ed of fpeaking 
«* difrefpe^fully ufcapraiii Oakhum, I hope there is 
** no treafon in my words "-— ** But there's mutiny, 
•' by God, and that's death by the articles of war 
«*' (cried Oakhum)-^ — ^In the mean time, let the 

•» witnefles be called." Hereupon Mack(hane*s 

fervant appeared, and the boy of our mefs, whom 
they had feduced and tutored for the purpofe.-— The 
firft declared, that Morgan, as he defcended the 
cockpit ladder one day, curfed the captain and called 
him a favage beaft, faying, he ought to be hunted 

down as an enemy to mankind. ** This (faid the 

•* clerk) is a.fVrong prefumption of a defign formed 
** againft the captain's life. — For why ? It prefuppo* 
*« fes malice afore-thought, and^a criminal intention 
** a priori. — *« Right,, (faid the captain to this mifer^ 
*< able grub, who had been an attorney's boy) you 
'* (hall have law enough >. here's Cook and Littlejohn 

"for 
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** for it ** This evidence wis confirmed by the boy, 
who affirmed, he heard the firft mate fay, that the 
captain had no more bowels than a bear, and the fur** 
geon had no more brains than an afs. — Then the centi* 
pel who heard our difcourfe on the poop was examined, 
and informed the court that the Weichman affbred 
me, captain Oakhum and do£tor Mac(hane would 
tofs upon billows of burning brimAone in hell for 
their barbarity. — The clerk obferved, that there was 
an evident prejudication, which confirmed the former 
fufpicion of a confpiracy tgainA the life of ciptaii^ 
Oakum ; for, becaufe^^ how could Morgan fo po* 
iitive pronounce that the captain and fufgeon would 
ide damned, unlefs he had intention to make away 
.with them before they could have time to repent f 
r^This fage explanation had great weight with our 
poble commander, who exckimed, •' What- have 
•* you to fay to this, Taffy i you fccm to be takett 
V all a-back, brother, hah!"— ^Morgan Was too^ 
much of a gentleman to difown the text, although he 
ftbfolutely denied the truth of the como^ent > lipoid 
which the captain, Aruttiog up.tp him, with a feroci- 
ous countenance, faid, ** So, Mr. fon oi a bitch, 
?* you confefe you honoured me with ths* names of 
*^ bear and beaft, and pronounced my damnation f 
•* Damn my heart I I have a good mind to have 
** you brought to a court- tnartial abd hanged, yott 
** dog.'* — Here Mack(hane, having occafion for am 
affiftant, interpofed, and begged the captain to par- 
don Mr. Morgan, with his wonted goodnefe, upon 
condition that he the delinquent (houtd make fuch 
fubmiffion as the nature of his mifdemeanour Remand- 
ed. — Upon which the Cambro Briton, who on this 
occafion would have made no fubmiffion to the 
- Great Mogul, furrounded with his guards, thanked 
the do^h>r for his mediation, and acknowledged him- 
felf in the wrong for calling the image of Got a peaft, 
•* but (fsLid he) I fpoke by metaphor, and parable, 

"and 
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^^ and comparifoo, and types ; as we fignify meek- 
*« aefs by a lamb, leichery by a goat, and craftineis 
*' by a fox ; fo we^ liken ignorance to an afs, and bru* 
*' tality to a bear, and fury to a,tyger ; therefore I made 
** ufe of thefe iimilie§ to exprefs my fentinjcnts (look- 
** you) and what I faid, before Got, I will not un- 
*' fay before man nor peaft neither." — Oakhum wa« 
fo provoked at this infolence (as he termed it) 
that he ordered him forthwith to be carried to the 
place of his confinement, and his clerk to proceed oo 
the examination of me. — The firft queftion pat td 
ne, was touching the place of my nativity, which I 
declared to be the north of Scotland. — " I he north 
•' of Ireland more like, (aied the captain) but we 
** fliall bring you up prefently." — He then a(kcd 
what relfgioQ I profeffed.; and v^hen I anfwered, 
** The Proteftanti" fwore I was as arrant a Roman as 
ever went to mafs. — ** Come, come, clerk, (conti- 
^* nued fie) catechife him a little on this fobjeft/*-— 
But before I relate the particulars of the clerk's cn- 
guities, It will not be amifs to inform the reader that 
our commander himfelf was an- Hibernian, and, if 
not (hrewdly belied, a Roman Catholic to boot.— • 

V You fay you are a Proteftant (feid the clerk) 
** make the fign of the crofs with your fingers, fo, 
** and fwear upon it to that affirmation." — When I 
>yas about • to perform this ceremony, the cap- 
tain cried with fome emotion, ** No, no, damme ! 

V ril have no profanation neither. — But go on 
" with your interrogations." — — ** Well then, (pro- 
•* ceeded my examiner) how many facraments are 
*' there ? " — To which I repliecC '' Two. " — 
*« What are they I " (faid he.) f anfwered, '* Bafp- 
** tifm and the LordV fupper.*' — ** And fo you 
'* would explode confirmation and marriage altoge- 
•* ther ? (faid Oakhum) I thought this fellow was a 
*^« rank Roman." — ^The clerk, though he was bred 
under an attorney, could not refcain fropi bluihing at 
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this bluoder, which he endeavoured to conceal, by 
obfenring that thefc decoys would not do with me 
who feemed to be an old offender.— He went on 
withafking, if I believed in tranfubflantiation ; bat I 
treated the notion of a real prefence with fuch difre- 
fpcft that his patron was fcandalized at my impiety, 
and commanded him to proceed to the plot. — Where- 
upon this miferable pettifogger told me, there was 
great reafon to fufpe^l me of being a fpy on board; 
and that I had entered into a confpiracy with Thorn- 
(cnx and others not yet detefted, againft the life of 
captain Oakham. — Which accufation they pretended 
to fupport by the evidence of oar boy, who declared 
he had often heard the deceafed Thomfbn and mc 
whifpering together, and could diftingaifli the words, 
V OakJium, rafcal, poifon, piftol." By which expref- 
fion it appeared, we did intend to ufe (Snifter means 
to accomplifh his deftruftion. That the death of 
Thomfon feemed to confirm this conjeflure, who ei- 
ther feeling the flings of remorfe, for being engaged 
in fuch a, horrid confederacy, or fearing a difcovery> 
by which hemuft have infatllibly fufFered an ignomi- 
nious death, had put a fatal period to his own exift- 
ence. — But what eftabliihed the truth of the whole, 
was a book in cypher found among my papers, which 
exaftly tallied with one found in his cheft, after his 
difappearance : This, he obferved, was a prefumption 
very near proof pofitive, and would determine any 
jury in chriftendom to find me guilty —In my own 
defence, I alledged that I had been dragged on board 
fir ft very much againft my inclination, as I could 
prove by the evidence of fome people now in the ihip, 
confequeritly could have no defign of becoming fpy at 
that time > and ever fince had been entirely out of the 
reach of any correfpondence that could juftly intail 
that fufpicion upon me ?-— As for confpiriog againft 
my captain's life, it could not be fuppofed that any 
man in his right wits would harbour the Icaft thought 

of 
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of Cich an undertaking, which he could not poffibly 
perform without certain infamy and ruin to himfelf, 
even if he had all the inclination in the world. — That 
allowing the boy's evidence to be true (which I af- 
firmeid Was falfe and malicious) nothing conclujQve- 
could be gathered from a few incoherent words : 
Neither was the fate of Mr. Thomfon a.circumftance 
more fayourable for the charge ; for I had in my pocket 
a letter which too well explained that myftery, in a 
very diiFerent m,annfir from that which was fuppofed : 
With thefe words X produced the following letter, 
which Jack. Rattlin brought to me the very day 
after Thomfon difappeared'; aird told me it was 
committed to his care by the deceafed, who made- 
him promife not to deliver it fopner. The clerk tak- 
ing it out of my hand, read aloud the contents, 
which were thefe : - 

^I)ear Friend, 

'« T A M fo much opprefled with the fatigue I daily 
*' X ^^^ nightly underga, and the barbarous ufage 
« of doftor Mackfliane, who is bent on your deftruc' 
** lion, as well as mine, that I am refolved to free 
*' myfelf from this miferable life, and before you re- 
*' ceive this, (hall be no more, I could have wifhed 
** to die in your good opinion, which I am afraid I 
«« fliall forfeit by the laft aft of my life ; but if you 
** cannot acquit me, I know you will at leaft pre- 
« ferve fome regard for the memory of an unfortunate 
'' young man Who loved you. — I recommend it to 
" you, to beware of Mackfliane, whofe revenge is 
'Mmplacable. — I wifh all profperity to you and 
'* Mr. Morgan, to whom pray offer my laft refpefts, 
•' and beg to be remembered as your unhappy friend 
** and countryman, 

William Thomfon^ 
This 
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This letter was no fooner read, than Mackfliane, in 
atr»nfportof rage, fnatched itout of the clerk's hands, 
and tore it into a thoufand pieces, faying^ it was a 
villainous forgery, contrived ^nd executed by myfelf. 
-*-The captain and clerk declared themfelves of the 
fame opinion, although I in/ifted on having the 
remains of it cotnpared with other writings of 
ThomfoQ, which they had in their pofleffion ; and I 
was ordered to anfwer the laft artkle of my accufa- 
tionj namely, the book of cyphers found among my 
papers. — " That is eafily done, (faid I.) What 
, •* you are pleafed to call cyphers, are no other thaa 
** the Greek chara^ers, in which, for my amufe- 
** ment, I kept a diary of every thing remarkable 
*< that has occurred to my obfervation fince the be- 
** ginning of the voyage, till the day on which i was 
<< put in irons and the fame method was praftifed 
«* by Mr. Thomfon, who copied mine."—'* A vc- 
** ry likely ftory ! (cried Mackfliane) what occafiDQ 
*' was there for lifing Greek charafters, if you were 
•* not afraid of difcovering what you had Mrrotc ?— 
*VBut what d'ye talk of Greek charafters ?— D'ye 
*^ think I am fo ignorant of the Greek language, as 
*' not to diftinguifh its letters from ihefe, which are 
** no more Greek than Chinefe ? No, no, I wiH 
** not give up my knowledge of the Greek for yoa, 
** nor none that ever came from your country."*' So 
faying, with an unparalleled ef&onterie, he repeated 
fcMtne gibbcrifh, which by thefound feemed to be Irilh, 
and made it pafs for Greek with the captain, who 
looking at me with a contemptuous fneer, exclaimed* 
** Ah ha! have yeu caught a tartar?** I could not 
help fmiling at the confummate aflurancfc of this Hi- 
beinian, and <^red to refer the dilpute to any body 
on board who underftood the Greek alphabet : Upon 
which Morgan'was brought back, and bejng made 
acquainted with the affair, took the book and read a 
9 • whole 
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-whole page in Englifh, without hefitation, deciding 
the controverfy in my favour. — The doftor was fo 
far from bdng out of countenance at this deie6lion, 
that he affirmed Morgan was in the fecret, and re- 
peated from his own invention — Oakhum fiiid, ''Ay, 
** ay, I fee they are both in a ftory :** And difmifled 
my fellow-mate to his cock-loft, although I propofed 
that he and I (hould read and iranflate feparately, 
any chapter or verfe in the Greek teftament in his pof- 
feffion, by which it would appear whether we or the 
fargeon fpoke truth.— Not being, endued with elo- 
quence ettodgh to convince the captain that there 
could be no juggle nor confederacy in this expedient, 
I begged to be examined by fome unconcerned per- 
foii on bo^rd, who underftood Greek : Accordingly 
the whole Ihip's company, officers and all were called 
upon deck, among whom it was proclaimed, that if 
any of them could fpeak Greek, he or they fo qwdi- 
fied fliould afcend the quarter-deck immediately.-— 
After fome paufe two fore-Oiaft men came up and 
profeffed their (kill in that language, which (they 
faid) they acquired during feveral voyages to the Le- 
vant, among the Greeks of the Morea. The cap- 
tain exulted much in this declaration; and put my 
journal book into the hands of one of them, who can- 
dldly owned he could neither read nor write ; the 
other acknowledged the fame degree of ignorance, but 
j)retended to fpeak the Greek lingo with any man on 
board ; and addreffing himfelf to me, pronounced 
fome fentences of a barbarous corrupted language, 
which I did not underftand.— I aflerted that the mo- 
dern Greek was as different from that fpoke and writ- 
ten by the ancients, as the Englifh ufed now from 
the old Saxon fpoke in the time of Hengifl: ; and as 
I had only learned the true original tongue, in which 
Homer, Pindar, the Evangeiifis and other great 
men of antiquity wrote, it could not.be fuppofed 
that I fhouid know any thing of an imperfeA Ctothic 

^ dialeft 
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dialcfl that rofe on the ruins of the former, and (carce 
retained any traces of the old cxpreffion. — But if 
doctor Mackfliane, who pretended to be matter of 
the Greek language, could maintain a converfaiion 
with thefe feamen, I would retraft what I had faid, 
and be content to fufTer any puniftiment he fhould 
think proper to inflift. — I had no fooner uttered thefe 
words^ than the furgeon knowing one of the fellows 
to be his countryman, accofted him in IrMh, and was 
anfwered in the fame brogue ; then a dialogue enfaed 
between them, which they affirmed to be m Greek, 
after having fecured the fecrecy of the other tar, who 
bad his cue in the language of the Morea from his 
companion, before they would venture to aflert fuch 
an intrepid falfehood. — " I thought (faid Oakhum) 
'^ we (hould difcover the impofture at laft.— Let the 
** rafcal be carried back to his confinement. — ^I find 
** he muft dangle.** — Having nothing further to 
urge in my own behalf, before a court fo prejndjced 
wth fpite, and fortified with ignorance againft truth, 
I fufFered myfelf to be recondufted peaceably to my 
fellow- prifoner, who hearing the particulars of my 
trial, lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, and ut- 
tered a dreadful groan ; and not daring to di/burthen 
his thoughts to me by fpeech, left he might be over- 
.heard by the centinel, burft forth into a Welch hng, 
which he accompanied with a thoufand contortions of 
face, and violent geftures of body. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XKXI. 

I d^ [cover afubornation dgainjl me^ hy means of a 
quarrel between two of the evidences ; in con* 
fequence of whicb^ I am Jet at liberty^ and pre* 
Vi:il Upon Morgan to accept of his freedom on 

the Jame terms- Mackfhane^s malice 

we arrive at Jamaica^ from whence in a fho t 
time we beat up to Hifpaniola^ in conjunction 

•with the (Veji-India fquadron we take in 

water y fail again^ and arrive at Carthagena 
■ refieSlions on mr condu8 there. 

MEAN while, a quarrel happening between the 
two modem Greeks, the one to h^ revenged 
of the other, <:ame and diicovercd to us the myftery 
of Mackfliane's dialogue, as 1 have explamed it above. 
This deteAion coming to the ears of the doftor, who 
was fenfible that (now we were in fight of Jamaica) 
we (hould have an opportunity of clearing ottrfelves 
before a court- martial, and, at the fame dme, of 
makmg his malice and ignorance <:onfpicuous, he in- 
terceded for us with the captain fo effedually, that m 
a few hours we were kt at liberty, and ordered to 
retura to our duty. — This was a happy event for me, 
my wholie body bring bliJdered by the fun, aad my 
limbs benumbed by want of motion : But I could fcarce 
perfuade the Welchmaa to accept of this indulgence, 
be perfiding in his obftinacy to remam in irons, 
until he jfbould be. dtfcharged by a cour^-martial, 
which he believed would alfo do him juflke on his 
enemies ; at length I reprefented to him the precari- 
ous tiTue of a trid, the power and iatereft of his ad- 
Voz..I» M vcrferics. 
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verfaries, and flattered his revenge with the hope of 
wreaking his refeniment vrith his 6\vn hands upon 
Mackfhanc after our return to England : This laft 
argument had more weight with him than all the reft, 
and prevailed upon him lo repair with me to the cock- 
pit, which I no fooner entered, than the idea of my 
departed friend prefented itfelf to my remembrance, 
and filled my eyes with tears.— We difcharged from 
-our m^fs the boy who l\ad afted fo perfidioufly, not- 
withftanding his tears, intrcatica, and profeffions of 
penitence for wiiat he had done ; but not before he 
had confefled that the furgeon had bribed him to give 
evidence agairift us, with a pair of ftockings, and a 
couple of old check fhirts, of which his fervant had 
lince plundered him. 

* The keys of our chefts and lockers being fent to us 
by the doftor, wo ^etiained themeHenger until we had 
examined the contents ; and my fellow- mate finding 
all his chefliire chefe tonfum^d to a cruft, his brandy 
exhaufted, and his onions gone, was feized with a 
fit of choler, which he difcharged on Mackfhane's 
' inan in oaths and execrations, ' threatening to profe- 
cute him as a thief — The fellow fwore in his turn, 
that he never had the keys in his pofleifion till that 
time, when he received them from his mafter, with 
orders to deliver them to us.— ** As Got is my judge, 
•* (cried Morgan) and my falfation, and my witnefs, 
♦* whofoever has pilfered my provifions, is a loufy, 
*' peggarly, rafcally knave ! arid "by the foul of my 
*« grandfire ! I will impeach, and accufe, and indift 
** him of a roppery, if I did but know who he is." 
« — Had this misfortune happened at fea, where we 
^ould not repair the lofs, in all jSrobability this de- 
fcendent of Caraflacus would have lofl: his wits en- 
tirely : but when I obferved, how eafy it would be to 
remedy this pauhry mifchauce, he became more calm, 
and rcconcikd liimfelf to the occafion. — A little while 
^fter this tranfport, tlie furgeon came into the birth, 

under 
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under pretence of taking famething out of the medi- 
rine-cheft, and with a fmiling afpe£^, wished us }Qf 
of oar deliverance, which (he faid) he had been at 
great pains to obtain of the captaiii^ who was very 
)uftly incenfed at our behaviour ; but he (thedoftor) 
had paflfed his word for our future condu6^^ and he 
hoped we fliould give him no caufe to repent of his 
kindncfs.— Heexpe<5ted (no doubt) an acknowledge- 
ment from us for this pretended piece of fcrvice, as 
well as a general amnefty of wdiat was paft ; ; but he 
had to do with people who were not quite fo apt to 
forgive injuries as he imagined, or to forget that if our 
deliverance was owing to his mediation, our calami- 
ty was occa/ioned by his malice j I therefore fat fil^^t 
while my companion anfwered, ^' Ay, ay, 'tis no mat* 
** tcr — Got knows t}ie heart — ^here is a time for all 
**. things, «s the wife man faith, there.is a time for 
^ throwing away'ft(Jaes, and a time to gather theiti 
V up again.*'— He feemcd to be djfconcerted at this 
reply, and went away in a pet, muttering fomething 
about '« Ingratitude" and ** Fellows/' of which we 
did not think fit to take any notice. 

Our fleet having joined andther that, waited for us, 
lay at anchor about a month in the harbour of Port- 
lloyal in Jamaica, during wiiich time fomething of 
confequeiKe was certainly traafa(fted ; notwithfland- 
ing the infimiations of fome who affirmed we had no 
bofinefs at all in that plape— that in order to take the 
advantage of the feafon -proper for our enterprize, 
the Weft-Indian fquadron, which had previous no- 
tice of our coming, ought to -have joined us at the 
weft- end of Hifpaniola, with neceffhry ftores and re- 
frefliments, from whence we could have failed di- 
reftly for Carthagepa, before the enemy could put 
ihemfelves in a good poftureof defence, or, iodced, 
have an inkling of our defign. Be this as it will, 
we failed from Jamaica, and in ten days or a fort- 
night, beat up agaipft the win4 as far as the tflc of 
M 2 Vache, 
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Vache, "nrith an intentioa, as was faid, to attack the 
French fleet, then fuf^fed to be lying near tkat 
place ; but be£ore we arrived they had failed for 
Enrope, having firft difpatched an advice-boat to 
Carthagena, with an account of our being in thofe 
feas, as alfo of our firength and deftioation.— We 
loitered here fome-days longer^ taking in wood, and 
brackilh water, in the ufe whereof, however, oor ad- 
miral feemed toconfult the health of the men, byre* 
ih-iding each to a quart a day. — ^At length we fet fail, 
andariived in a bay to the windward of Carthageoa, 
where we came to an anchor, and lay at oar ea&teo 
days longer. — Here again, ceruin malicious people 
take occafion to blame the condaA of their fnpeiiors, 
by faying, that in fo doing, they not only unprofitably 
wafted time, which was very precious, confideriog 
the approach of the rainy feafon, but alfo allowed the 
Spaniards to recolleft themfelves from the terror acr 
cafioned by the approach of an Engliih fleet, atieait 
three times as numerous as ever appeared in that j)aft 
of the world before. But if I might be allowed to 
give my opinion of the matter, I would afcribc this 
delay to the generoffty of our chiefs, who fcomcd to 
take any advanuge that foltune might give them> even 
over an enemy. Atiaft, however, we weighed, and 
anchored again fomewhat nearer the harbour*^ month, 
where we made (hift to land pur marines, who en- 
camped on the beach, in defpite of the enemy's Aot, 
which knocked a good many of them on tbeh^*"^ 
This piece of conduft in choofing a camp un^ the 
walls of an enemy's fortification, which I believe ^e- 
ver bapp^ed before, w^ praf^ifed, I prefuaaCt #h 
a view of accuflomio^g the (bkiiers to fUn4 6f«*i Wl^ 
were not as yet much ufed todifcipline,,.ipo(l of fbeo 
having been taken from the plough-tail a few ippi^s 
before. — This expedient again has furniflicdfl^aj^cr 
for cenfure againft the mmiftry, for fending afcwr^^ 
recruits on (ucb an important cntcarprize, while fo many 

veteran 
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veteran regiments lay inaftive ai home : But furely our 
TOvernors had their reafons for fo doing, which poffi- 
Ely may be difclofed with other fecrets of the deep. 
Perhaps they were loth to rifk their beft troops ob 
fuch defperate fervice; or, the colonefs and field 
officers of the old corps, who, generally fpeaking, 
enjoyed their commiflions as fine cures or penGona* 
for fome domeftick fervices toidered to the court, 
refufed to embark in fuch. a danger otis and precarious 
nodertaking ; for which refu&l, no doubt, they are 
to be much commended* 



CHAP. XXXII. 

Our land forces being difemharked^ ereS a fafcine 

battery mir Jbip is ordered, with four more^ 

to batter the fort of Boca Ckica Mack- 

fkane^s cowardice the chaplain's phrenzf 

h onefi Rattlin lofes one hand bis he- 

roifm and refleHions on the battle ^^-^^Cr amp - 
tefs bebuviour to me during the heat of the 
fight. 

OUR fcH-ces being landed and ftationed as I have 
already mentioned, fet about ereding a fafcine 
battery to cannonade the principal fort of the enemy, 
and in fometbing more than three weeks, it was 
ready to open. That we might do the Spaniards as 
much honour as poflible^ it was determined, in a 
council of war, that five of our largeft (hips fhould 
attack the fort on one fide» while the battery, ftrengtb- 
ened by two mortars and twenty-four cohorns, (hould 
ply it on the other. 

Acccs-dingly, the fignal for our (hip to engage, 

among others^ was boifted, we being advertiied 

M 3 ibc 
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the night before, to make every thiog clear for that 
purpole : and m fo doing, a difference happened be- 
tween Captain Oakhum and his well-tjeloved coufia 
and counfelior Mdckfhane, which had well nigh ter- 
minated in an op«i mpture.— The doftor, who had 
imagined there wai no more danger of bekig hurt by 
the enemy's (hot in the cockpit than in the center of 
the earth, was lately informed that a furgeon's mate 
had been killed in that part of a (hip, by a cannon- 
ball fipom two fmafl redoubts that were deflroyed be- 
fore the difembarkation of our (bldiers ; and therefore 
infilled upon having a platform raifed for the convc- 
.fiiebcfc of the fick and -wounded, in the after-hold, 
where he deemed himfelf more fecure than on the 
deck above. The captain, oilended at this extraor- 
dinary propofal, accufed him of pufilfanimity, and 
tol3 him, there was no room "in the bold f6r fuch a"k 
occafion j 6r if thepc was, he could not expeft to be 
indolgcd more than the reft of the furgeons* of the 
.cavy^ who u fed the cockpit for that purpose : Fear 
rendering Mackfhane obftinate, heperfifted in histlc- 
mand, and lb e wed his inftruftions, by which it was 
"^uthorifed : the captain fwore thefe inftruftions Were 
di^aitd by a parcel of lazy pokroons who were never 
at fea ; ncverthelefs he was obliged to comply, and 
fent for the carpenter to give him orders about it : Bat 
'before any fuch meafiire could be taken, our figaal 
was thrown 6at,^ and the doftor compelled to truft his 
carcafe in the cockpit, whereMofgan and I were bufy 
■ in putting our inflruments and dreffings in order* 

Our (hip, with others deflmed for this fervice, 
immediately weighed, and in lefs than half an hour 
came to an anchor before the caftle of Boca Chica, 
-with a fprjng upon our cable — And the cannonading 
:(whioh.4ndeed was terrible !) began. The furgeon, 
after having cro (Ted himfelf, fell fkt on the deck ; 
and the chaplain and purfer, who were Rationed with 
usty in qimlity of afTiftants, followed his example, 
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^ while the Welch man and I fat upon a cheft looking 
at one another with great difcompofure, fcarce able 
to refrain from the like proftration. — And that the 
reader may know, it wa:s not a common occafion 
that alarmed x\s thus, I muft inform' him of the par- 
ticulars of this dreadful din that aftoniftied us. The 
fire of the Spaniards proceeded from eighty-four great 
guns, beiides a mortar and fmall arms, in Boca 
Chica, thirty-fix in Fort St. Jofeph, twenty in two 
fafcinc batteries, and four men of war, mounting 
fixty-four guns each — This was anfwercd by our 
la^d battery mounted with twenty- one 'cannon> two 
iHortars, and twenty-four cohorns, and five great fhips 
of eighty or feventy guns, that fired without inter- 
miilion.— We h^d not been many mtnutes engaged^ 
when one of the Aiilors brought another on his back 
to the cockj5it, where he tofied him down like a bag 
of oats, and pulling out his pouch, put a large chew 
of tobacco in his mouth, witliout fpeaking a word ; 
Morgan immediately ^xamided the condition of the 
wounded niao, aiid crieJ, «* As I fliall anfwer now^ 
** the- m^a is as tead as my" great- grandfather."— 
♦* Dead, (faid his comrade) hc^ may be dead now, 
'* for ought I know, but: III be damned if he was 
^' not alive whe^ I took him up." — So faying, he 
was about toreturn to ^bis quarters, when I bade 
him carry the bbdy along vnth him, and throw it 
over board.-—*' D^— n the. body 1 (faid he) I thinlc 
** 'tis fair enough if I take care of my own.** — ^ 
My fellow-mate foatching up the amputation ki|ife, 
purfoed him half way up the cockpit ladder, crying*, 
^* Yoa loufy rafcal, is this the chtirch- yard, or the 
'* charnel-houfe, or the fepulchre, or the Golgotha 
'* of the (hip ?"— but was ftopt in his career by one 
calling, " Yo ho, avaft there — fcaldings*' — ••' Scaldj- 
■** iogs! (anfwered Morgan) Got knows Vis hot 
*' enough indeed :— who are you ?''*—** Here's one^'**, 

" {replied the voiccv) A^d 1 imnicdiately knew it 
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to be that of my honed firiend Jack Rattlin, \(rha 
comiog towards me, told me, with great deUberatioo, 
he was come to be docked at laft, and di£:overed the 
remains of one hand which had been (battered to 
pieces with a grape (hot.— I lamented with unfeigned 
forrow bis misfortune, which he bore with bercnc 
courage, obferving, that every (hot had its com* 
mi(Bon : It was well it did not take him in the head ; 
or if it had, what then > he (hould have died bravely, 
fighting for his king and country : Death was a debt 
which every man owed, and muft pay; and that now 
was as well as another time— I was much pleafed 
and edified with the maxims of this fea^philofophery 
who endured the amputation of his left hand without 
Shrinking ; the operation being performed (at his re* 
queft) by me, after Mack(hane, who was with diffi* 
eulty prevailed to lift his head from the deck, had 
declared there was a necefHty for his lofing the limb. 
— While I was employed in drefluag the ftump, I 
alked Jack's opinion ci the battle, who (baking his 
head, frankly told me» he believed we (hould do no 
-good 5 " For why, becauie inftead of dropping an- 
.** chor clofe pndcr (hore, where we fbould have had 
*• to deal with one corner of Boca Chica only, we 
'* had opened the harbour, aod expofed ourfelves to 
** the wnole fire. of the enemy froni their (hipping and 
** Fort St. Jofepb, as well as from the c^tle we in- 
.*• tended tq cannonade ; that befideSr we lay at 
i^< too great a diftaoce to damage the walls, and three 
.•* parts in four of our (hot did not take place ; for 
.«* there was fcarce any body on board who under* 
*♦ lh)od the pointing of a gun*— Ah ! God help us ! 
*« (continued he) if your kinfman lieutenant Bowling 
** had been here, we (hould have had other-gtiefi- 
*« work.** — By this time our patients had increafed 
to fuch a number, that we did not know which to 
begin with ; and the firft mate plainly told the fur> 
geon, that if he did not get up immediately, and per- 

forn^ 
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form his duty, he would complain of his behaviour 
to the admiral, and make application for his warrant. 
This remonflraoce efTedlually roufed Mackfbane, wba 
was never deaf to an argument in which he thought 
his intereft was concerned ; he therefore rofe upi and 
in order to ftrengthen his refolutlon, had recourfe 
more than once to a cafe bottle of rum vflu^h he 
freely communicated to the chaplain and purler, who 
. had as much need of fuch extraordinary infpiratioQ 
as himfelf : Being thus fupported, he went to work« 
and arms and legs were hewed down without mercy. 
*-The fumes of the liquor mounting into the par- 
fon's brain, confpired with his former agitation of 
ipirits, to make him quite delirious; he flript him- 
ielf to the fkin, and bcfineariog bis body with bloody 
could fcarce be with held from running upon deck in 
that condition. Jack Rattlin, (candalized at thlsf 
deportment, endeavoured to allay his tranfports with 
reafon : but finding nl) be iaid ineiScAual, and great 
confiilion occafioned by his frolicks, he knocked hia% 
down with bis right hand, and by threats kept him 

Xiiet in that flate of humiUation. — But it was not itk 
t power of rum to elevate the pnrfer, who fat oa 
the fioor wringing his hands, and ctrrHng the hour, in* 
which he left his peaceable prc^efGoii w a breuxr ia. 
Rochcfler, to engage in fuch a life of terror and dif- 
quiet.*— While we diverted ourfclves at the expe nc^ 
rfthis poor devil, a (hot happened to take us between 
wbd and water, and (its courfe bein^ through the 
pnrfer 's ftore-room) made a terrible havock and noife 
among the jars and bottles in its waj^, and difcon- 
certed Mackfbane fo much, that be dropt liis fcalpel,. 
and falKng down on his knees, pr-^nounced his Pauff^ 
fofter aloud ; the purfer fell backward and lay without 
fenfe or motion ; and the chaplain grew fo outrogi- 
ous, that RattHn with onehand could not keep Kim 
under ; fo that we were obliged to confine him in 
the furgeon's cabbin, where 1^ was no doubt guilty ' 
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of a thoufand extravagancies, — ^Much about this time, 
my old antagonift Crampley came down, with cxprefs 

• orders (as he faid) to bring me up to the quarter-deck, 
' to drefs a flight wound the captain had received by a 

fplintcr. His rcafon for honouring me in particular 

• with this piece of fervice, being that in cafe 1 fliould 
be killed or difabled by the way, my death or muti- 
lation would be of lefs confequence to the (hip's com- 

' pany, than that of the doftor or his firft mate.— 

• At another time, perhaps, I might have difputed this 

• order, to which 1 was not bound to pay the leaft re- 
gard ; but as I thought my reputation depended upon 
my compliance, I was refolved to convince my rival 
that I was no more afraid than he of expofing myfdf 

• to danger. With this view I provided myfelf with 

dreffings, and followed him immediately to the quar- 

' tcrdeck, through a moft infernal fcene of flaughter, 
*fire, fmoak, "and uproar! Captain Oakhum, who 
- leaned again ft the mizen mart, no fooner faw me ap- 

• proach in my fhirt, with the fleeves tucked up to mfy 

• arm- pits, .and my hands died with blood, than hcfig- 
nifie'd his difpleafore by a frown, and afked why the 

^ doftor himftlf did not come ? 1 told him Crampley 
•had fingled me out, as if by ex prefs command ; at 
^ which reply he feemed furprized, and threalned to 
punifh the midshipman for his prefumption, after the 
' engagement : In the mean time I was fent back to my 
ftation, and ordered to tell Mackfhane, that the cap- 
tain expe(fted him immediately.— I got fafe back and 
delivered my c'ommiffioh to the doftor, who flatly rc- 

• fufed to quit the poft ailigned to him by hisinflruftionsr 
whereupon, Morgan, who (I believe) was jealous of 
my reputation for courage, undertook the affair, and 

^afcended with great intrepidity. — The captain find- 
ing the fnrgeon obftinate, fuffered himfelf to be dref- 

• fed, and fwore he would confine Mackfhane as fooa 
as the fervice fhould be over. 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 

A breach being made in the walls^ enr foldiers 

' give the ajfault^ and take the place without op- 

pofnion — our failors at the famf time become 

mafters of all the other Jirengtf>s near Boca 

. CBica^ and take pojfejfton if the txirbour-^ 

,tbe good confequence of this fucceft-^we mc^e 

nearer the town — find two forts deferted^ and 

the channel blocked up with funk veffels % which 

however we find means to clear land our 

foldiers at La ^inta—repulfe a body ofmiliiia 

attack the cajlle of St. Lazar and are 

. Jorced to tetreat with great lofs—the remains 
.. of our army are re-imbarked — an effort qf the 
admiral to take the town — the cecommy of o^r 
expedition defcribed. 

HAVING cannonaded the fort, during the 
fpace of four hours, we were all ordered to 
flip our cables, and (beer off j but next' day the en* 
gagcment was renewed, and continued from the* 
morning till the afternoon, when the enemy's fire 
from Boca Chica flackened, and towards evening was 
quite fiknccd. — A breach being made on the other 
fide, by Our land battery, large enough to admit a 
middle- fized baboon, provided he could find means to 
c4imb up to it ; our general propofed to give the af- * 
fault ihat very night, and adlually ordered a detach- 
roervt on that duty : Providence flood our friend upon 
this occafion, and put it into the hearts of the Spa- 
niards to abandon the fort, which m^ight have been 
M 6 maintained 
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inaiotaincd by refoUite men to the day of judgment 
agaiaft all the force, we could exert in the attack. — - 
And while our foldiers took- pofTeffion of the enemy's 
ramparts, without sefiftance, the fame good luck at« 
tended a body of .(ailors, who made tfi^mfelires maf- 
ters of fert St. Jc^epb, the fafciae batteries, and one 
Spanifli man of war ; the other three being burnt or 
funk by the foe^ that they might not fall into our 
hands.— The takings of thefc forts, in the ft'rength 
of which the. Spaniards chiefly confided, made us 
mailers of the outward harbour^ and occafibned great 
joy among us ; as we laid our accounts with- finding 
Kttle or no-oppoiition from the town : And indeed,. 
]£ a few great flups had failed i^p .immediately, before* 
they ha^ recovered from the confufion and defpair that 
our une3tpe£led iliccefa had produced amoogithem, it 
is not ialpoflibJe that we might have finiftied the af- 
fair to our fatisfaftibn, without anymore Blood-lhed ;: 
but this flep our herpes dlfdained*, as a barbarous ihfult 
over the enemy's diftrcfs ; and* gave them all* the re- 
fpite they could defire, in order to recoUeA them- 
ielves.— -— In the mean* time^ Mack(hane taldng the 
advantage of this general exultation, w^ted- on ourr 
^captain, and pleaded his own caufe fo eifeAnally, 
that he was re^efbiblifhed in his goodgraces ; and a^ 
for Crampley, there was no more notice, taken of his 
behaviour towards me during the a6lion«— But oft 
all the confe^u^ces of the viAery, none was more: 
grateful than.plemy of frefh water, after we had Ian- 
guifhed five weeks on- the allowance of a purfer'si 
^2iXtperdiim for each' man^ in the Terrid Zone,, 
where the fun was vertical, and the expence.of bodily ^ 
fiuid fb great, that a gallon of liquor could fcarce: 
fupply the wafle of twent3^four hours ;;*efpe6faUy as. 
our provifion coniifted of putrid felt-beef„. to which- 
the failors gave the name of Wfti horfe ?. fill^p0rk of 
>ffw-England, which^ though neither fi(h nor fletti,. 
favoured of both i bread from the fame country, cveryi 
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Uicuit whereof, like a piece of clock- work, moved by 
its own internal impulfe, occafioned by the myriads 
©f infefts that dwelt withm it j and butter fenred out 
by the gill, that tafted Kke train-oil thickened with 
fait. Inftead of fmall beer, each man was allowed 
three half qaarterns of bnrady or rom, which were 
diftribttted every mombg, dilated with a certaia 
quantity of his water, without either fagar or fruit to 
render it palatable, for which reafen, this -compofi^ 
lion was by the failors, not unaptly ftiled Neceffity. 
Nor was this liontation of fimple element owing to a 
fcarcity of k on board, for there was at this time wa- 
ter enough in the fhip for a voyage of iix months, at 
the rate of half a gallon ptr day to each man : Bur, 
this bSi muft (I fuppofe) have been enjoined by way 
of penance on the (hip's company for thf ir (ins \ ov 
rather with a view to mortify them into a contempt 
of life, that they might thereby become more refolute 
and regardlefe of danger. How fraiple then do thofe 
people argue, who ak:ribe the great mortality among 
vs, t30 our bad provifion and want of water ; and af- 
firm, that a great many valuable lives might have 
been (aved, if the ufelefs tranfports had been employ* 
f d in fetching frefli ftock, turtle, fruit, and other re- 
fre(hments fvom Jamaica, and other adjacent idands, 
for the ufe of the army and dcet ! feemg it is to be 
hoped, that thofe who died went to a better place, and 
thofe who furvived were the more eaiily maintained. 
After all, a fufficient number remained to fall before 
the walls of St. Lazar, where they behaved like their 
own country raall^Si which (hut their eyes, run into 
the jaws of a bear, and have their heads cru(hed for 
their valour. 

- But to return to my narration : After having put 
garrifons inta the forts we had taken, and re-im- 
barked our foldicrs and artillery, a piece of fenrice 
that detained us more than a week ; we ventured up- 
to the mouth, of the inner hybour,.guafdiBd by 'a 

^ X large- 
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large fortl^cation on one fide, and a fmall redoubt oo 
the other, both of which were dcferted before our ap* 
proach> and the entrance of the harbour blocked up 
by feveral old galleons and two men of war that tht 
enemy had funk in the channel.— -We made fhift, how-« 
ever, to open a paflTagc for fome fliips, that favoured 
a fecond landing of our troops at a place called La 
Quintj^ not far from the town, where, after a faint 
re&liance from a body of Spaniards, who oppded 
their difembarkation, they encamped with a defign 
of befieging the cafile of St.Xazar, which overlooked ^ 

and commanded the city : Whether our renowned 
general had no body in his army who knew how to 
approach it in form, or that he trufied entirely to the 
fame of bis arms, I fhall not determine ; but, certain 
U is, a refoli^tion was taken in a council of war, to 
attack the place with mufquetry only : This was put 
in execution, and fuccee^ded accordingly ; the enemy 
givit^g them fuch a hearty reception, that the great- 
eft part of the detachment took up their everkfting 

relidence on the fpot. Our chief not relUhing 

ihis kind of complaifance in the Spaniards, was wife 
enough to retreat on board with the remains of his 
army, which, from eight thoufand able men landed 
QU the beach near Boca Chica, was now reduced to 
iSfteeo huiidred fit for fcrvice. — The fick and wounded 
Vere fqueezed into certain veflels, which thence ob- 
tained the name of hofpital-fhips, though methinks 
they fcarce deferved fuch a creditable title, feeing 
few of them could boaft of their furgeon, nurfe, or ^ 

cook; and the fpace. between decks was (o confined, \ 

that the miferable patient&had not room to fit upright 
in their beds. Their wounds and flumps being ne- 
gleftcd, contrafted filth and putrefaftion, and mil- ' 

lions of maggots were hatched amidft the corruption ; 

of their fores. This inhuman difregard was imputed 
tp the fcarcity of furgeoas 5 though it is well known 
that every great (hip in the fleet could have fpared on^ 
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at leaft for this duty ; an expedient which would have 
been more than fufficient to remove this fhocking in- 
convenience : But perhaps the general was too much 
of a gentleman to aft a favour of this kind from bis 
fellow chief, who, on the other hand, would not 
derogate fo much from his own dignity, as to oiFcr 
fuch aflSftance, unafkcd; for, I may venture to affirm, 
that by this time the Dsemon of Difcord with her footy 
wijgs, had breathed her influence upon our coua- 
fels 5 and it might be faid of thefe great men, (I 
hoj.': they will pardon the comparifon} as cf Caef^r 
and Pompey, the one could not brook a fuperio/, 
and the other was impatient of an equal : So that be- 
tween thepride of one, and infolence of another, the 
cnterprize mifcarried, according to the proverl?, 
^ Between two flools the backfide falls to the ground,'* 
— ^Not that I would be thought to liken any public 
concern to that opprobrious part of the human body, 
though I might with truth aflert, if I durfl ufe fuch a 
vulgar idiom» that the nation did hang an a— feat its 
difappointment on this occafion ; neither would I 
prefume to compare the capacity of our heroic leaders 
^to any fuch wooden convenience as a joint-ftool or 
a clofe ilool ; but, only to lignify by this fimile, tl^e 
miftake the people committed in trufting to -the 
utiion of two inflruments that were never joined. 

*A day or two after the attempt on St. Lazar, tl\e 
admiral ordered one of the Spanifh men of war we 
had taken^ to be mounted with fixteen guns, and man- 
cd with detachments from our great (hips, in order 
to batter the town ; accordingly, fhe was lowed into 
the inner harbour in the nighty and moored within 
half a mile of the walls, againft which' (he began to 
fire at day-break ; and continued about fix hours ex* 
pofed to the oppofirion of at leaft thirty pieces of can- 
non, which at length obliged our men to fet her 
on fire, and get off as well as they could, in their 
boats. This piece of conduft afforded matter of 
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fpeculation to all the wits dther in the army or navy^ 
who were at laft fain to acknowledge it adrokc of po- 
liqr above their compreheniion. — Some entertained 
fuch an irreverent opinion of the admiral's underftand- 
ing, as to think he expeded the town would furrea- 
der to his floating battery of fixteen guns: Others 
imagined his fole intention was to try the enemy'S' 
Arength, by which he (hould be able to compute the 
number of great (hips that would be neceflary to force 
the town to a capitulation: But> this lad conjefture fooa 
appeared groundleis, in as much as no (hips of aoy^ 
kind whatever were afterwards employed on that fer* 
vice.— A third fort fworc, that no other caufc could 
be afBgned for this undertaking, than that which in* 
duced Don Quixote to attack the windmill. A fourth 
chfs (and that the moA numerous, though, without 
doubty compofed of the faoguine and malicious) plainly^ 
taxed this commander with want pf hondly as well 
asfenfe; and alleged that he ought to have facrificed 
private pique to ihe interelt of his' country; that 
where the lives of fo many brave fellow-citizens were 
concerned, he Ought to have concurred wixh the ge* 
fieral» withoii^t being foliclted' or even defired, towards- 
their preservation and advantage; that if his arguments 
could not difltiade him. from a defperate entecprize, it - 
was his duty to have rendered it as prafticable as pof- 
fible, without running exptreme hazard ; that this- 
could have been done, with a good profpe^ of fucceft, 
by ordering five ov (ix large ihips to batter the towa 
while the land forces ftormed the cafiie ; by thi|:iis 
means a condderable diverfion would have been made 
in favour of thofe troops, who in their march to» 
the aflanit, and in^the retreat, fufFered much more 
from the town than from the caftle ;. that the inhabi- 
tants feeing themfclves vigoroufly attacked on alt 
hands, would have been divided, diftracJled and con- 
fufed, and, in all probability, unable to refill the- 
afrailants.~But, aU thefc fuggeOioasfurely proceeded' 
•v< botsk 
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from Ignorance and malevolence^ or eUe the admiral 
would not have found it fpck an eafy matter, at his 
return to England, to juftify his conduft to a mini- 
ftry at once fo upright and difcerning.— True it is^ 
that thofe who undertook to vindicate him on the fpot, 
aflertedy there was not water enough for our great 
Clips near the town ; though this was a little unfortu- 
nately urged, becaufe there happened to be pilots in 
the fleet perfeftly well acquainted with the foundings 
of the harbour, who affirmed there was water enough 
for five eighty gun (hips to lye a-brcaft, almoft up at- 
the very walls.— The difappointmcnts we fufFered, 
pccaiGoned an univerfal dejeftion, which was not at 
all alleviated by the objeAs that daily and hourly en* 
tertaingd our eyes, nor by the profpeft of what muft 
have inevitably happened, had we remained much 
longer in this place. — Such was the ceconomy in fomc 
ftups, that rather than be at the trouble of interring 
the dead, thdr commanders ordered their mea to 
throw their bodies .overboard, many witbout eitlier 
ballaft or winding-iheet ; fo that numbers of human 
^carcafles floated in the ht^-bo^r, u&till they were de- 
voured by fliarks and carrion crows ; which afibrded 
no agreeable fpcftacle to thofe who furvived— At 
the {ame time the wet feafon began, during which, 
a deluge of rain £all$ from the riung to th^e Tetting of 
the fun, without intermiifion ; and that no iboner 
ceafes, than it begins to thutider and lighten with 
(u^h continual flaihing, that one can fee to read a 
very fmall print by the iUuminatloat 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

^An epidemick fever rages- among us —we ^- 

handon our conquejts — — / am feized wiib 
the diftemper •, write a petition to the captain), 

which is rejeSed- / am in danger of fuffo^ 

cation through the malice of Crampky\ and 
relieved by a ferjeant^ — my ftvtr increafes 

^ihe chaplain wants to confefs me 

I oht'ain a favourable crifis — '— Morgan* s af- 

fetlion for me proved the beha'Slour of 

. Mackfhane and Crampley towards me Cap^ 

. tain Oakbum is removed into another fhip with 
: bis belied doSor — our new capiain dtfcribed 
• '^M^venture of Morgan. 

*f*ri H E chitngd' of the atttio^bere^ occafioned by 
' JL ^h^s l^hasnomenoB, -confpifird *with the fteoch 
that furrotinded u«, the heat of the climate, our owii 
conftitutions knpoveriflied l^ bad provifions, and our 
'defpair, to introduce the bilious fever among us, 
which raged with fuch violence that three fourths of 
thofe whom it invaded, died in a deplorable manner; 
the colour of thfeir ftrn bbing, by the extreme * putre- 
faftion of the juic«8^ changedinto.thatof foot. . 

Our conduiSors finding things in this iituatioU) per- 
ceived it was high time to relinquifti our conquefts; and 
this we did, after having rendered their artillery ufelefs, 
and blown up their walls with gun powder. — Joft 
as we failed from Boca Chica on our return to Ja- 
.Isafca,' I found myfelf threalned with the fymptomsof 
this terrible diftemper ; and knowing very well that I 
ftood no chance for my life, if I fhould be obliged to 
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lie in the cock- pit, vrhich, by this time, was grown 
intolerable even to people in healthy by reafon of the 
heat and unwholfomc. finelji of decayed provifion; I 
.wrote a petition to the captaini reprefenting my caie, 
and humbly imploring his permiiTion to lie amcHig the 
foldiers in the middle-deck, for the benefit of the air : 
But I might have fpared myfelf the trouble ; for, this 
humane commander refufcd my requeft, and ordered 
me to continue in the place allotted for the furgeon*$ 
mates, or elfe he contented to lie in the hofpital, 
which, by the bye, was ' three degrees more ofFenfiye, 
and more Suffocating than our own birth belbw.r— 
Another in my condition, perhaps, would have fub- 
mitted to his fate, and died in a pet ; biit i could not 
i)rook the thought of pcriftiing fo pitifully, after I had 
weathered fo many gales of hard fortune : I there- 
fore, without minding Oakhum's injunftion, prd- 
ivailed upon the foldiers (wbofc good- will I had iac- 
t]iured) to admit my hammock among them ; anil 
^fttially conjgrauriated myfelf upob. my comfortable 
ittnati<m ; whicb Crampiey no fooner miderflood, 
:tbati he fignified'to the captain, niy comempt of his 
orders ; and was invefted with power to turn me 
down again into iny proper habitation. -— This^ bar* 
barous piece of revenge, incaifed me fo much againft 
the author, that I vowed, with bitter imprecations, 
to call him to a fevere account, if ever it (hoqld be in 
-my power; and the agitation of Aiy fpirits increafed 
my fever to a violent degree. — While I lay gafping 
for breath in this infernal abode, I was vifited by a 
ferjcant, the bones of whofe nofe I had reduced and 
fct to rights, after they had been demoliftied by a 
fplintcr during our laft engagement: He being in- 
formed of my condition, offered me the ufe of his 
birth in the middle-deck, which was inclded witji 
canvas, and well: aired by a port-hole that remained 
open within it.-^I embraced this propofa[l with joy, 
and was immediately conduced to the place, wh<re I 
was treated, while my iikefe lafied, with the-utmo'^ 
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tenderne(s tnd care by tius grateful halberdier, who 
bad no other bed for bimfelf than a hencoop, during 
the whole paflage.— Here I lay and enjoyed the breeze, 
notwithftanding which, my malady gained ground, 
and at length my life was defpaired of, though I ne- 
ver loft hopes of recovery, even when I had the mor- 
tification to fee, from my cabbin window, fix or fe- 
ven thrown over*board every day, who died of the 
fame diftemper. This confidence, I am perfuaded, 
conduced a great deal to the prefervation of my life, 
efpecially, when join^ to another refolution 1 took 
at the beginning, namely, to refufe aH medicine, 
which I could not help thinking co-operated with the 
difeafe, and inftead of refifting putrefaAion, promo- 
ted a total degeneracy of the vital fluid. — When 
my friend Morgan, therefore, brought his diaphore- 
tic bolu(es, I put them in my mouth» 'tis true, but 
\idthout any intention of fwallowing them ^ and whea 
he went away, fpit them out, and waihed my mouth 
with water-gruel : I feemingly complied in this man- 
ner, that I might dot affront the blood of CaraAacus, 
by a refufal which might have intimated a diffidence 
of his phyfical capacity ; for he aSted as my phyfician ; 
doAor Mackihane never once enqmring about me, or 
even knowing where I was. — When my diftemper 
was at the height, Morgan thought iny cafe defpe- 
rate, and after having applied a blifter to the nape of 
my Deck, fqueezed my hand, bidding me, with a wo- 
ful countenance, recommend myfelt to Got and my 
reteemer ; then taking his leave, defired the chap- 
lain to come and adminifter fome fpiritual confolation 
to me ; but before be arrived, I made fbift to rid my- 
felf of the troublefome application the Welchman had 
beftowed on my back. — The parfon having felt my 
pulfe, enquired into the nature of my co»plaints, 
hemmed a little, and began thus : " Mr. Random, 
*« God out of his infinite mercy hath been pieafed to 
•* vifit you with a dreadful diftemper, the iflue of 
" which DO man knows.~You may he oCTmitted 
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•* to recover and live many days on the fece of the 
*< earth ; and, which is more probable, you may be^ 
^^ taken away and cut off in the flower of your 
** youth : It is incumbent on you, therefore, to 
** prepare for the great change, by repenting fincere- 
*' ly of your fins ; of this there cannot be a greater 
*^ iign, than an ingenuous confei&on, which I con* 
'* jure you to make, without befitation, or mental 
" refervation ; and when I am convinced of your fin- 
*^ cerity, I will then give you fuch comfort as the 
** fituation of your foul will admit of. Without 
** doubt, you have been guilty of numberlefs tranf- 
*^ gre0ions to which youth is fubjeft, as fwearing, 
*^ drunkennefs, whoredom, and adultery ; tell me 
'* therefore wiihoitt referve, the particulars of each, 
^' efpedaUyof tfaelaft, that I maybe acquainted with 
*^ the trueftate of your con(ctence : For no phyfician 
^* will prefcribe for his patient until he knows the 
<< drcumflances of his dtteafe.^ As I was not under 
any apprehenfions of death, I could not help fmiling 
at the doAor's inquifitive remonftrance, which I told 
bim favoured more of the Roman than of the Protef- 
tant church, in recommending auricular x:onfeffion ; 
a thii^, in my opinion, not at all neceflary to falva* 
tion, and which, for that reafon, I dedined.— This 
r^ply difixmcertoi hhn a little ; however, he explain- 
ed away his meaning, in making learned dUlinAions 
between what was abfolutely neceflary, and what 
was only convenient ; then proceeded to afk what 
rel^^on I j^rofefTed : I anfwered, that I had not as 
yet confidered the difference of religions, confequently 
had not fixed on any one in pardcnbr, but that I 
was bred a Prefbyterian. — At this word the chajJam 
exprqiTed great aftontihment, and faid, he could not 
comprehend how a Prefbyterian was entitled to any 

foft under the Englifh government. — Then heafked if 
had ever received the Sacrament, or taken theoaths ; 
to which quefKons I replying in the negative, he held 
up his handsi aflured me he could do me no fervice, 

wifhed 
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wifhed I nright not be in a ftate of reprobation ; anf 
returned to his mefs^mates, who were maklog merry 
m the ward-room, round a table well ftored with 
bumbo ^ and wine. — This insinuation, terrible as it 
was, had not fuch an cfFeft upon me, as the fever, 
which, foon after he had left me, grew outragious ; 
I began toXee Araiige chimeras, and concluded myfelf 
on the point of becoming delirious e ,In the mean time 
being ia great danger of IbiFocatibn, I flarted up in 
a kind of frantic fit, with an intention to plunge my- 
felf into the fea, and as [my friend the ferjeant was not 
prefent, would certainly have cooled myfelf to fome 
purpofe, had I not perceived a mpifture upon my thigh, 
as I endeavoured to get out of my hammock : 1 he 
appearance of this revived my hopes, and I had re- 
flexion and refolution enough to tak,e the advantage 
of this favourable fymptom, by tearing the Airt from * 
my. body, and the {beets from my bed, and wrapping 
myfelf in a thick blanket, in which inclofure, for about 
a quarter of an hour, I felt the pains of hell 5 but it 
was not long before I was recompenfed for my fuffer- 
ing by a profiife fweat, that burfting from the whole 
furface of my fldn, in lefs than two iiours, relieved me 
from all my complaints, except that of wcakhefs 5 and 
left me as hungry as a kite. — I enjoyed a very com- 
fortable nap, after which I was regaling myfelf with 
the agreeable reverie of my future happinefs, when I 
heard Morgan, on the outfide of the curtain, aflc the 
ferjeant, if I was alive ftill ? ** Alive ! (cried the 
" other) God forbid he fhouW be otherwife ! he has 
** lain quiet thefe five hours, and I do not choofe to 
« difturb him, for, fleep will do him great fervice." 
•*-** Aye, faid my fellow mate, he llceps fo found, 
** (look you) that he will never waken till the great 

** trump plows. — Got -be -merciful to his foul. 

** He has paid his 'debt like an honeft man. — Ay, 

' • Bumbo is a liquor compofed of rum, fugar, water and 
nutmeg. 
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** and mpreover, he is. at reft from all perftcutions, 
** and troubles, and affliaions, of which, Got knows, 
** and . I know, he had his own (hare. — Ochree ! 
** Ochree ! he was a promifing youth indeed."— 
So faying, he groaned grievoufly, and began to 
whine in fuch a manner, as.perfuaded me he had a 
real friendftiip for me.— The ferjeant, alarmed at 
his words, came into the birth, and while heJooked 
upon me, I.fmiled, and tipt him the wink 5 he im- 
mediately gueff^d my meaning, and, remaining filent, 
Morgan was confiyroied in his opinion of my being 
dead ; whereupon he approached with tears in hi^ 
eyes, in order to indulge his grief with a fight of the 
objeft : And I counterfeited death fo well, by fixing 
my eyes, and dropping my under-jaw, that he faid, 
** There he lies, no petter than a lump of clay, 
•' Got help me." And obferved by the diftortion of 
my face, that I muft have had a ilrong ftruggle. I - 
fhould not Jiave been able to contain myfelf much 
longer, when he began to perform the la.ft duty of a 
friend, in clofing my eyes and my mouth ; upoa 
which I fuddenly fnapped at his fingers, and difcom- 
pofed him fo much, that he ftarted back, turned pale 
as aflies, and flared like the pifture of horror : AU 
though I could not help laughing at his appearance, I 
- was concerned for his fituation, and ftretched out my 
hand, telling him, I hoped to. live and eat fome fal- 
inagundy of his making in England.— It vvas fome 
time before he could recollect himfelf fo far as to feel 
my pulfe, and enquire into the paruciilars of my dif* 
eafe : But when he found I had enjoyed a favourable 
crifis, he congratulated me upon my good fortune ; 
not fiiiling to afcribe it, under Got, to the blifter he 
had applied to my back, at his laft viOt; which, by 
the bye, (aid he, mufl now be removed and drefled c . 
He was aftually going to fetch dreffings, when I feign- 
ing aftoniftiment, faid, " Blefs me 1 fure you never 
" applied a blifler to me — there is nothing on my 
'*« back, I affure you." — But he could not be convinced ' 

tiU 
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till he had examined it, and then endeavoured t^ 
conceal his confufion, by expreffing his furprize i^ 
finding the ikin untouched, and the plaifler miffing- 
In order to excufe myfelf for paying (o little regard 
to his prefcripiion, I pretended to have been infenfibic 
when it was put on, and to have pulled it off af- 
terwards, in a fit of delirium. This apology fatisfie4 
mv friend, who on this occafion abated a good deal 
bt his ftiffnefs in regard to punftilio ; and as we 
were now fafely arrived at Jamaica, where I had the 
benefit of frefli provifions, and other refre(hments, I 
recovered ftrength every day, and in a ftiort time my 
health and vigour were perfeftly re-ellabli(hed.— 
When I got up at firft, and was juft able to crawl 
about the deck, with a ftaff in my hand, I met do6lor 
iVJackfhane, who paffed by me with a difdainful look, 
and did not vouchfafe to honour me with one word : 
After him came Crampley, who ftrutting up to me, 
with a fierce countenance, pronounced, ** Here's fine 
•* difcipline on board, when fuch lazy Ikulking 
** fons of bitches as you are allowed, on pretence 
** of ficknefs, to lollop at your eafe,^ while your bet- 
•* tcrs are kept to hard duty !'* The fight and be- 
haviour of this malicious fcoundrel, enraged me fo 
muthj that I could fcarce refrain from laying my cud- 
gel acrofs his pate ; but when I confidered my pre- 
fent feeblenefs, and the enemies I had in the (hip, 
who wanted only a pretence to ruin me, I reftrained 
my paffion, and contented myfelf with tellipg him, I 
had not forgot his infolence and malice, and that I 
hoped we fhould meet one day on ftiore. — At thb 
declaration he grinned, fliook his fift, and fworc he 
longed for nothing more than fuch an opportunity. 

Mean while our (hip was ordered to be heaved 
down, viftuallcd and watered, for her retnrn to Eng- 
land ; and our captain, for fome reafon or other, not 
thinking it convenient for him to revifit his native 
country at this time, exchanged with a gentlen?aa, 
who on ibe other hand wilhcd for nothing fo much. 
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as to be fafe without the tropic ; all his care and tcni 
defnefs of himfelf being infufficient to preferve hii 
complexion from the injuries of the fun anxt weather. 
Our tyrant having left the flilp, and carried his 
•fevourite Mackfhane along with him, to my inex- 
preffible fatisfaftion, our new commander came on 
board in a ten-oar*d barge, overftiadowed with a vaft 
umbrella, and appeared in every thing the reverfe of 
Oakhum, being a tall, thin, young man, drefled in 
this manner : a white hat, garniftied ^ith a red fea- 
ther, adorned his head, from whence his hair flowed 
upon his flioulders, in ringlets tied behind with a rib- 
bon.— His coat, confifting of plnk-coIoured fiBc, lined 
with white, by the elegance of the cut retired back- 
ward, as it were, to difcover a white fattin waiflcoat 
embroidered with gold, unbuttoned at the upper part 
to difplay a broch fet with garnets, that glittered in 
the bread of his ihirt, which was of the fineft cam- 
bric, edged with right Mechlin : the knees of his 
xrimfon velvet breeches fcarce defcended fo low as to 
meet his filk ftockings, which rofe without fpot or- 
-wrinkle on his meagre legs, from flioes of blue Mc- 
Toquin, fludded with diamond buckles that flamed 
forth rivals to the fun ! A fteel-hilted fword, inlaid ^ 
■with gold, and decked with a knot of ribbon wbich feU * 
•down in a rich tofsle, equipped his fide ; and an amber- 
headed cane hung dangling from his wrift : — But the 
moft remarkable parts of his furniture were, a mafk on 
-his face, and white gloves on his hands, which did not 
feem to be put on with an intention to be pulled oft' 
occafionally, but were fixed with a curious ring on 
the little finger of each hand. — In this garb, captain 
Whiffle, for that was his name, took poffeflion ojf 
the ihip, furrounded with ^ crowd of attendants, all 
of whom, in their different degrees, feemed to be of 
their patron's difpofiiion ; and the iir was fo impreg- 
nated with perfumes, that one may venture to affirm 
the clime of Arabia Foelix was not half fo fweet fcent-j- 
cd.— My felbw-roatc, obferving-no furgeon among 
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lhi$ train, thought he had .fpuod an occafion too£k 
yoiirable for bimfelf to be .negledjed; and remem- 
bring the old proverb, *' Spare to fpeak, ;ind fpare lo 
^* i^cdf** rcfolvcd to fojicit the new.capuint's }ntereft 
immediately, before any. other furgeon could be ap* 
j)ointed for the (hip. — ^With this. view he repaired lo 
the cabbin in his ordinary drefs, c©nfi(Ung of a check- 
4hirt and troufcr^, a brown linen \vaiftcoat, a^d a 
^ight-cap of the fatoe,'^(ndther,pf th?m very cl^n) 
"Which, for hi$ further n^isfpr^une^ happened to b»^ 
Jlrong of tobocco.-^Entering without any cerempi^ 
into this facred place^ Jie found captain Whi^e re- 
ipofing upon a couch, with a wrapper of fine chintz 
about his body, and a muflm cap bordered with lace 
^bout his head $ and after fevera^ow conge*s began io 
.this manner:———-" Sir, I 'hope yon will for/- 
*^ give, and c^tcufe, and pardon the prefujnptioii of 
<< one who ha» not the honour of being ki^own ujd^ 
<« you, but who is neverthelcfs, a flx^eman pom 
^« and pred, and moaoeover, has had misfortunes, 
•< Got help me, in the world." — Here he was in- 
terrupted by the captain, who on feeing him, had 
ftarted up with great amazement at the novelty of the 
^apparition; and having recollefted himfelf, pronoun^^ 
'. 4:ed with a look and tone £gfnifying diftlaln, curiofity 
and furprife, *• Zauns ! who art thou?*'~-^« I ana 
** furgeon's fitft mate on board of this fliip, (replied 
'^ Morgan) and I moft vehemently defire and bekecfa 
^< you, with all fubmiilion, to be pleafed to conde- 
♦* fcend and vouchfafe to enquire intp my charafter, 
^* and my pehaviour,,and my deferts, which, under 
^* Got, I hope, will entitle me to the vacancy of 
*^ furgeon," — As he proceeded in his fpeech, he 
continued advancing towards the captain, wbofe nof- 
trils were no fooner fainted with the aromatic flavour 
that exhaled from him, than he cried with great emo- 
tion, ** Heaven preferve me ! I am fuffocatcd I 

'* 7"" — ^Fellow, fellow, away with thee Curie 

J« thee, feUow ! get thee gone,~I ihall be ftunk to 
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« death r* At the noife of his outcries, his fet^ants 
^^|:aa into bis apartment, and he accofted theia 
'thus; " Villains 1 cu t- throats 1 traitors! | am 
*' betrayed I I am fecrificed ! — r— Will vou not 
** carry that monfter away ? or muft I be ftifled wfth 
.<^.thefteiiaiof -him! ohl oh r--With thefe &- 
^.^terj^^^^ions, he Amk down upoahis fettee in a fit;, his 
valet dg xbambre filled l^m Mfith a fmelJing bottle, one 
footman <:h|^fed bis temples with Hungary water, 
'another fprinkled the flpor with/pirits of lavender^ 
a third pufhed Morgan out of .the cabbin j who com- 
ing to the place where I was, fat down with a demure 
Countenance, and, according to his cuftom, when 
he received any indignity which hedurft not revenge, 
began to fing a Welch ditty.-^I guefled he wasAin- 
der fpm^e agitation of fpirits, and dellred to know the 
caufe ; but, inftead of anfwering me direftly, he aflced' 
with great amotion, if I thought him a jnonftcr and 
aftinkard? "A monfter and a .ftinkard (faid I, 
♦* with fome furprife) did any body call you fo?" 
c< — qqi is my judge (replied he) captain Fifle did 
** call inc both ; ay, and all the v^ater in the Tawy 
<* will not wafli it out of itiy remcmbrance.-^t do 
** affirm, and ayouch, and maintain, with my foul, 
•' and my pody, and ,my [^Ipod, look you, that I 
•* iiave no (mells about me, but fuch as a chriftian 
** ought to have, except the e£Bu\da of tobacco, 
•^^ which is i cephalic, odoriferous, aromatic herb, 
'** and he is a fon of a inoujitain-goat who fays other- 
;** wife.~-A$ for my being a monfter, let that be as 
** it is : I am as Got was pleafed to creafe me, which, 
•* peradventure, is more tb^ I ihall aver of him who 
" gave me that title; for I will proclaim it before 
.♦* the world, that be isdifgulfed and transfigured, and 
** tranfmographied with alfeftation and whimfies; 
<< and that be is more tike fk papooa than one of the. 
•* haaianracc," 

Na CttA?. 
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1 CHAP. XXXV. 

Qfptain WbfffU fends for me — his fttualim de- 

. • fcribed '^his furgeon arrives^ prefcrihis 

for him J and puts him to bed — a bed is, put 
up for Mr. Simper contiguous to thefiateroonfj 
whichy With other parts of the captain* s beba^ 
. viour^ gives the fhip^s cpmpany a very unfa- 
nJourable idea of their commander-^I am de- 
tained in the fFefl'lndieSy by the admiral^ and 
go on board of the Lizard floop of war ^ in qua^ 
lity of furgeon* s matCy where I make tnyfelf 
known to the furgeon^ who treats me very 
kindly.'^ — / go on fhore^ felkmy fitket, fur^ 
chafe neceffariesy and at my return gn boards 
am fur[ri%ed at the fight ef Crampley^ who is 
appointed lieutenant of the flbop^. — we fail 

on a cruize take a prize, in which I ar- 

rive at Port Morant, under the command of 
\ mymefsmatcy with whom 1 live in great bar- 
' mony. 

HE' was going on'^ithan elo^um upon the 
captain, when I received a meflage to clean 
myfelf and go up to the great cabbin : and with i^fe ^ 
comnwnd I inflantlycompned, fweetning myftlf witt » 
rofe -water from tbcm^diciine cheft When I entered * 
the room, I was ordered to ft^nd by the door, pot^ • 
captain Whiffle had rcconnoU^red mc at a diftancc, - 
with a fpy-glafs. He having confulted one fenfe in ^ 
this manner, bade me advance gradually, that his - 
^^^ ^^^^^ *^^^^ intelligence, before it could be much ^, 
<iffended : I therefore approached with meat cautioa",. 
«4fH<{cef5, and he was pk^fed to fay, " Ay, tl?i$ " 

" crcatoc^^^ 
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*• creature is tolerable.'' — I found .him lolling on 
his couch with a languifhing air, his head fupporied 
by his valet de chambre^ who from time to time ap* 
jrfied a fmelling bottle to his nofe.-^ * Vergette, 
** ^faid he, in a fqueaking tone) dofl thou think thi$ 
^^ wretch (meaning me) will do me no injury ? may 
** I venture to fubmit my arm to him?"-^Pon 
** my vord, (replied the valet) I do tink dat dere be * 
** great occafion for your honour lofing one fitlall 
*' quantite of blodt ; and the young man ave quelquc . 
*^ chofe of de bonne mine." — ^' Well then (did his 
" mafter) I think I mult venture." — Then addreffiag 
hinifelf to me, ** Haft thou ever blooded any Jbody 
" but brutes ?-^But I need not afk thee, for thou 
'* wilt tell me a moft damnable lie " -^''* Brutes, , 
** Sir, (anfwered I. pulling down his glove, in oidtr 
*' to feel his pulfc) I never meddle with bruics '* ^ 
— '* What the devil art thou about ? (ciied he) doft 
•' thou intend to twift oflF my hand ? Gad*s corfe S 
•* my arm is benumbed up to the very fhoulder ! 
** Heaven have mercy upon me 1 muft I perifh under. 
** the hands of favages? What an unfortunate dog 
•' was I to come on Doard without my own furgeon, 
** Mr. Simper.'' — ^I craved pardon for having handled 
hina fo roughly, and with the utmoft care and ten- 
dernefs tied up his arm with a fillet of iitk. While t 
was feeling for the vein, he defired to know hovy 
muck blood I intended ,to take from him, and when I 
ainfwered, *• Not above twelve ounces :" ftarted up 
With a look full of horror, and bade me begone, fwear-^ . 
ing I had a defign upon his life. — Vergette appealed* 
him with difficulty, and opening a bureau; took out* 
a pair of fcales, in one of which was placed a fm^llj 
cup; and putting them into my hand, told me, thoi 
captain never loft above ^ ounce and three drachms 
at one time — While I prepared for this important 
evacuation, there came into the cabbln a young man . 
gayly drefled, of a very delicate complexion, with » 
kind of languid fmile on his &ce^ which deemed to 
N ^ have 
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hkrc been Fcndercd habitinJ, by a k)0^ courfc of'rf-^' 
feftttion.— The captaifi no fooncr percdved hm* 
than fifing haftily, he flew into his arins> crying* 
•* O !/my dear Simper! I am exccffircly difbrdered ! 
•* I have been betrayed, frighted, murdered by the 
•^ negligence of my fervants, who fufFered a.beafV, a 
**- mule, a bear, to furprife me, and ftink me into' 
•* convnlfions with the fnmcs of* tobacco.'*-— Simper, 
who by this time, I fonnd, was obliged to art for the 
cltarnefs of his complexion, alTiimed an air of foft- 
nefs and fympathy, and lamented with many tender 
eipreflk>ns of forrOw, the fad nccident that had 
thrown him into that condition ; then feeling his 
patient's pulfc on the ontfide of his glove, gave it 
•IS his opinion, that his diforder was entirely nervous, 
and that fome drops of tindlure of caftor and liquid 
Jisudaniim would be of morcfervice to him than bleed- 
ing» by bridling the inordinate faliics ef his fpirita, * 
and compofing the fermentation of his bile.— I was ' 
therefore fent to prepare this prefcription, which was 
a'dminiftercd in a glafsxrf fack-poffet, after the capta:ia 
hiid been put to bed, and orders ftnt to the officers 
on the quarter- de€k, to let no body waft on that fide 
under which he lay. 

While the captain enjoyed his repofe, the^doftiar 
\A\tched over him, and indeed, became fo ncceflary, 
that a cabbtn was madefor bhn con6guous t^ the ftatje- ' 
r<i<«n, whefe Whiffle flept, that he might 6* at hknd ' 
lit cafe of accidents in the night. — ^Next day, our 
lArofflander being happily recovered, gave orders^ . 
tfet none of the Lieuteataits fhould appear upon dfeck 
without a wig, fwoitl, and ruffles ; nor any mSd(hip- 
lAan, of other petty officer, be feen. with a chteck* 
fMrt.'or dirty Iben.— He alfo prbhibited anjr p^-^' 
fdn whatever, except SinSjperj and his own' fervant j, 
from comirig^ into' the great cabbia; wrthout Atd 
fendhig in to obtain leave-.-^-Thefe ilitgukt* regnrfir^ 
tit>ns did not prepoffefs the Rap's comjj^ny in his ft- 
foiin but, on th€'conti^ry,,gaVefcanda!«i opp6rtii- ' 
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i<tf ttf be veiy bufy with hi? charafler, and accufe* 
Mm of maintaining a correfpondence with hisrforgeoa' 
not fit to be named. 

In a few weeks our ftiip being under failing orders, 
I was in hope of revifiting my native country in a 
tiery (hort time. When the admiral's ftlrgeon came 
on board, and fending foK Morgan and me to the quar- 
ter-deck, gave us to underftand there was a great 
fcarcity 6l furgcotis in the Weft-Indies ; that he wa^ 
commanded to detain one ihate out of every great 
fliip that was bound for England ; and defired us ta 
agree between ourfeWes, before the nexr day at that 
hour, which of us ftiould* ftay behind.— Wc were 
thunderftruck at this propofal, and flared at one 
another fome time without fpeaking; at length the 
Welchman broke filence, and offered to remain m 
the Weft-Indies, provided the admiral would givo 
him a furgeon 3 warr^mt immediately : But he was 
told there was no want of chkf furgeons* and that 
he mu ft be contented with the jlation of mate, till 
lie ftiould- be further provided for in due courfe z 
Wbereupoh Morgan flatly refu fed to quit the fhip- 
for which the commiffioners of the navy had appoint'- 
ed him ; and the other told him as plainly, that i£ 
we could not determine the affair by ourfelves before 
to morrow morning, he muft caft lots, and abide by 
his chance. — -When I recalled to my remembrance 
the miferles I had undergone in England; where I 
had not one friend to promote my intereft, or fa- 
vour my advancement in the navy, and at the fame 
time reflefted on the prefent dearth of furgeons in the 
Weft-Indies, and the unhealthlncfs of thedimatc,, 
which every day almoft reduced the nnmb^, I could 
ik>t help thinking my fuccefs would be much more. 
(Certain and expeditious, by ray ftaying where t wis,' 
than by returning to Europe.— I therdfore rcfolved 
to comply with a good grace, and next day when we 
were ordered to throw dice, told Morgan^ he needed 
not trouble hlmfelf, for I wotild voloourily fubmit^ 
N4. - * 
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the admirars pleafurc. — ^ThU frank declaration wa» 
commended by the gentleman, who afTurcd me, it 
ihould not fere the worfe with me for my refignation* 
Indeed he was as- good as his word, and that very af- 
ternoon procured a warrant, appointing me furgeon's 
mate of the Lizzard floop of war, which put me on a 
footing with every firft mate in the fcrvice. 

My ticket being made out, I put my cheft and 
bedding on board a canoe that lay along fide, and 
having fljook hands with my trufty friend the fer- 
jeant, and honeft Jack Rattlin, who was bound for 
Greenwich hofpital, I took my leave of Morgan 
with many tears, after we had exchanged our fleeve- 
buttons as remembrances of each other. — ^Having 
prefeated my new warrant to the captain of the Liz- 
zard, I enquired for the doSor, whom I no fooncr 
law, than I recollefted him to be one of thofe young 
fellows with whom I bad beeii committed to the 
round-houfe, during our froUc with Jackfon, as I 
have related before — He received me with a good 
deal of courtefy, and when I |)ut him in mind of our 
former acquaintance, exprefled great joy at feeing me 
again, and recommended me to an exceeding good 
mefs, compofed of the gunner and matter's mate.-— 
As there was not one fick perfon in the fhip, I got 
leave to go afhore, next day, with the gunner^ who 
recommended me to a Jew^ that bought my ticket at 
the rate of 40 per <^;^/. difcount ; and having furni(hed 
ihyfelf with what neceflaries I wanted, returned on* 
board in the evenit^, and to my furprift, found my 
old antagonift Cramplcy walking upon deck. — Tho' 
I did not fear his enmity,. I was (hocked at his ap- 
pearance, and communicated ray fentiments on that 
' ftibje^ to Mr. Tomlins the furgeon, who told me 
that Crampley, by dint of fame friends about the 
admiral, had procured a commiffipn, conftituting him 
lieutenant on board the Lizzard : and advifed me, 
now he was my fupcrior officer, to behave with fome 
^Tefpeft towards him, or elfe he would find a thoafand 

opportunities 
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/^H AP. I. Of my birth and parentage. 

^ page t; 

CHAP. n. I grow np— -am hated by my relati- 
ons. — fcnt to fchool — neglcfted by my grand- 
father — mal^eated by my mafter — fcafoned to 
adveriity — I form cab^s againft the pedant — am 

^ debarred accefs to my grandfather — hunted by 
his heir -—demoUlh the teeth of his tutor. p. 6* 

CHAP. III. My mmher*s brother arrires -^ re- 
lieves me— a deferipuon of him — goes along 
with me to the honfe of my grandfather — is 
eno^ntercd by his dogs — defeats them after a 
bloody engagement — is admitted to the old gen* 
tleman^— a diak^e between them. p. ii. 

CHAP. IV. My grandfather makes his will — 
our fecond vifit — he- dies -<- his will is read in 
{defence of all bis living dcfcendants — the difap- 
poiatment of my female coufms — my uncle's be- 
h,^vioor. p. ifc 

C H A P. V. The fchck)lmafter ufcs me barbaroul- 
ly— I forma projeft of revenge, in which I am 
aiSfted by my uncle — I leave the village — am. 
fettled at the oniverfity by his generofity. p. 20.*^ 

CHAP. VI. I'mak« great progrefs in my fbdie*. 
— J- am careflied by every body — my female cou- 
iios take notice of me — I rcje<ft their iovitatloa 
thfy. are incenfed add confpirc agalnft me — I am 
ietVdeftitute to a misfortune that befals my uncle- 
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parttiott— Stf^apVconfjeAiirt-i-the iByftny cas 
ptdited by Joesr-^-^^e afilve at Lofidoa—oiir dre6 
SLtid vtppesincsk^ deibfibedE— «f«re are infakedhi tte 
ih^et*— an adventare i&; as ale hoofe-— we are 
iirip6fed ttpta^a'^^ggiar faalmaii---r«t to rights 
by a tobftdcdniflj-^ke loc^^^-<Uvc for a dinner 
'-^'afA ac^nt at our ordinary p. 8t 

CH A P. XIV. We ^Ct Strap'i friend— a defcrip- 
tiori of Wmf— hb adrtce— 'we go to Mr. Cringer^ 
houfe-^ar^ dedted adoikt^c^-^an acddent beAib 
^trap-»^b b^lHiY%>Grf tbcreopoii— an extraiDfdiiiary 
ndVet^ure occurs, in the conrfe of which I Ic^d all 
my money. ?• *9 ^ 

CHAP. XV. Strap moralkes —— prefents im 
purfe to me-^we ii^intn oar landland <^ my mi^ 
fortune; he unrattb the myftery — I prefeat my- 
felf to Criira[er*^be rdcooimends and turns me 
ov6r to Mr. Staytape-— I become acquainted with 
a fellow^dependfot, who exjfiiira the charaAers of ^ 
CrlTtgdt anid Staytapcs^-^and infortns me of tho 
rt^lKKl to-bfc ptirfued at the Navy-office and Sur- 

r!>ii'^-halt^Strap is employed. p. 97 

A P. 3tVl. My^ new acquaintance breaks an ^ 
appdntment^^I proceed by myfelf to^the Navy*of- 
fice,-*-ad4rcf9 myfcif to a perfon there, whoaiBils - 
me with his advicc-*-write to the board— they grant 
me a letter to the furgeoos at the hall — I am in- 
formed of^the beauV natne and charafter — ^find^ 
Mih — he makes mt his confident in an amour 
— defires me to pawn my linen, for his occafions ^ 
^^1 recover what I lent him — fome curious obfer* 
Vatlons gf Strap on that occafion^hift vanity^'. 

p. J05 
CHAP. XVII. I go to Surgeon's hMl, whtfe I 
meet with Mr. Jackfon*— r*ni examined— a fierce 
difpute arifes between two of the^ examiners • 
•— Jackfon difguifes himfdf to attraft rc(pea— is 
4eteac4~in b^r* of being fent^ to Bridcw*^ 
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— T-hc trcatt us.at Ji tavern— r— carrier us to a 
night-houfc— a tr<^biefam^ advcature there — we 
are committed t,o tb& Rouad-boufe-^-<arried be- 
fore a jufticc — hU b^aviour. ?• 'i5 

CHAP.- XyiU. I carry my qualification to tha 
JNayy-office-*the nature of it— the behaviour of 
—the f— *t — ^y*— Strap s concern for mv abfcnce 
—a battle between him and a blackfmith-t — the 
troublefome confequences of it h is barrangue 
€0 me— his friend the ichoolmafter recommends 
m^. ^ a French ^poth^cary,; who entertains me as 
a journeyRi^n. P- i^6 

CHAP, XIX* The charafters of Mr. Lavement, 
his wife and. daughter— fome anecdotes^ of the fa- 
mily — the mother and daughter rivals 1 am 

^ilty of a miftake that gives me prefent faiisfac* 
tion» but is* attended with troublelbme confequehces. 

CHAP. XX. I am afl^oked and dangeroufiy 
^ wounded — fufpeA Odonnell> and am confirmed 
in my opinion— concert a (cheme of revengC) and 
put it in execution— Odonnell robs his own fer- 
vant, and difappears— I maJke my addrefies to a 
lady, and am miracuk>ufly delivered from her (hare. 

p. 14a 

CHAP. XXL Squire GaNt^ky cgoerea to lodges with 
my mafter — is involved in ^jrj^i^oublefbme afiair,- 
out of which he is extricated by me— 4ie marries 
my mailer's ^aughter—thcy confpire againft me 

•— I am fottjui guilty of theft difcharged — r— 

deferted by my n-iends^I hire a room in St. Giles's 
r-where, by accident, I fiptd the lady to whom 

, i made my addrelTes, in a mifcr^ble condition — ^ 
i relieve her. •*^^^:Ai-}4' P- ^49 

CHAP, XXIL The iMh of Mifs Williams- 




C g; A P. XXIIL S^ is interrupted by a tilF, 
«io arrefls, and carries her to the Marlhafea— I * 



accompany 
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accompany her — bring witneflles to pfcfft the H 
not the perfon named in the' writ — the bal- 
£if is fam to give her a prefent, and difcharge har 
—we Ihift our lodging— (he refumes her ftoiy 
and ends it— my reflcftions therenpon — flic 
makes me acqaainted with the progrefe of a com- 
mon woman of the town— refoives to qnit that 
-way of life. p, 174 

CHAP. XXIV. I am redaced 4to great mHery-^ 
aflaultcd on Tower- hill by a prefc-gang, who put 
ime'on board a tender— .my ufage there — my 
arrival on board of the Thund^t" man of war, 
where I am put in irons, and afterwards rcleafed 
by the -good offices of Mr. Tliomfon, who xecom- 
mends me as afiiftant to the furgeon— he relates 
his own ftory, and makes me acquainted with the 
charaAers of the captain, furgeon, and firft mate 

p. 189 

CHAP. XXV. The behaviour of Mr. Morgan 
^— his pride, difpleafure and generofity--. the 
ceconomy of our mefs defcribed—Thomfon's fur- 
ther friendfliip— the nature of my duty explained 
the fituation of the fick. p. 199 

CHAP. XXVI, A difagrfeeable accident happens 
to me in the difcharge of my office — Morgan's 
nofc is offended— a dialogue bet^\'een him and 
the fliip's fteward— upon examination, I find 
more caufcs of complaint than one-^my hair is 
cut off — Morgan's cookery — the manner of 
fleeping on board — - 1 am waked in the night by 
a dreadful noife p.' 20 j 

CHAP. XXVa, I acquire the fi-iendOiip of th^ 
furgeon, who procures a warrant for me, and 
makes me a pretent of cloaths — a battle betweeu 
a midfliipman and me— the furgeon leaves the 
ftip — the captain comes on board with another 
ftirgeott — a. dialogue between the captain and 
l^orgao— the fick are ordered to be brought up 
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: OQ the <muter deck^ aad exaKniaed— Ae eonfii- 

qnences or that- order-^ madman aocuies Mor* 

gan, aodts Ibtat li^ty by eotiimaod of thedll- 

tatQy .v4iom he ioAfuit^ atuckt and pumind^ 

CJi A P. X^VUL The captain etiragedi threatens 
to" pnt the madman to death ^iCh^ his own hand 
-«H$ diverted from that refolntion by the argit^ 
jnenCatpd-perfuafiMof'thefifftUeiRaKimaiidlai^ . 
geon-^wdet fail for St. Hdens^ join th^ fl^et 
ufder the conStoand-^f Sir C^^-^-r O— Je^' and 
JKOcasd fop th6 W^ft Indies— Sire dvcrtakerf bjr 
a terrible tempeft — my friend Jack Rattlin bts 
bis leg broke by a fiHl from the maln-yard^thi: 
behamti^ of doAor Mackihane«^Jack o|^fes 
the.dmptftatidn of his limb, in which he is feconct- 
ed by Morgan and me,/urbouoddrtake the cwte^ 
and perform it fuccefsfully. P* ^'9 

C H A- P: XXIX. Maekffiade's ' riiaUce — ^^ I m ' 
taken up and iniprifoned for ac fpy-^^-*Mo'i^iA 
meets with the fame fate — Thomfon is tamp^^ 
ed vfith to turn eridence againft us — difiiains the 
propofali and is maltreated for his integrity——— 
Morgan" is feleafed to affift the furg^n dui^g an 
cngagem^t with fome French' IMps of ^ar— — I 
l-emam fettered oh the poop expofed to theene* 

iny*s Ihot, and grow delirioius with fear am 

comforted after the battle by Morgan, who fpealn 
freely of the captain ; is overheard by the cent!*' 
nely who informs againft him, and again impri* 
foned— -Thomfon grows defperatCi and iiotwith«* 
(landing the remonllrantes of Morgan and jcne, 
goes oYcr-boardin the night, ' p. 225 

CHAP.. XXX. We lament the fate of our com* 
panion — the captain offers Morgan his liberty, 
which he rcfiifes to aceept — we are brought be* 
&rc him and cxamiBcd-::rMorgan is fent back ta 

DgtzedbyC TOftodyi 
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C ff Ar P. XXXl. I d}fC6vct a' faftorftatfon agtiint 
106, by meaii^^ of a- qttafrdl bctWcW W<J of tiid 
evidetiteSj in Cofifoquenee of vrfckh, I atftpfatat 
liberty, and pfev^il upon MWrgfan to aCWp!! of hfe 
freedoto oft the {m€ ^hxi^^^4Ss[dkftiifSc*§ tt» 
Kcei-we arrtve at' JitiAafca, fi^{>ttf x^hccT iff 4 
Ihott tiAewe b^^t ti|^'*to HHparfi^V in cahjftte? 
tion v^ith the Weft-India fquadron— we take i^ 
waten fail agaiii^ aiid^ arfiW At CartKagen^-tiri- 
flefliofliS oti'Oifr COfldtift" thef<?.' pi 24 1 

CH Af. XX±IL Oiir Wttd fdrc^' being difem'^ 
barked, ^reA a fefdflr bfttta>— dui^ (h!p ii or- 
dered, \^ith fouf nldtej' tb liktt^r the fi>rt of Bbcc4 
ehiea— *&ckfliafig*§> t6Vrardfci-^hd chaplaiti'4 
l^hrenJf:y-i-^=^tioneft R^flitf'Ibfei' octe-hahd-^^— i-hii 
heroUhi, aAd reftefttoil^ orf the baftlle— ^^iCrafcp* 
fey's bchavi6ar to th€ durittg the heat df the fight: 

p. 14^ 

CHAP* XXXtll. A bi-cach bclh^ n*^de iti the 
>fralk, our foldierS give the aflault, and take the place 
•v^ithotit opp6Gtion-^ur failors at ih£ fame time! 
become matters of all tlid othfer ftrchgtlis near 
Bocca Chka, and take pofleiSoil of the harbour 
-Hfce' gobd confe^iience of this^ fucccfs*— we 
moYli nfearer the ,town— fiild two forts dcferted, 
and th'e channel blocked up with funk veffels ; 

which htj^feveir wa find means to clear land 

our foldiei-s at La Quinta — repulfe a body of mi* 
litia — attack the caftle of St. Lazar, and are forced 
to retreat with great lofs—- the remains of our ar- 

- my are re-embarked — ^an effort of the admiral to 
take the town — the oeconomy c£ our expedition 
defcribed. p. 25 ' 

CHAP. XXXIV. An epidemick fever rages 
among us — ^we abandon our conquefts^— I am 
fcized with the diftemper j write a petition to ^' 
^- capts 
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captain Mrhich b rgeftcd — ^I atti in danger of 
foffixatioii through the malice of Crampley ; and 
relieved by a fcrjcant — my fever increales — the 
chai^in wants to confefe me— I obtain a favour- 
abto crifis — ^Morgan's afFeftion for me proved 
—the behaviour of Mackfliane and Crampley to- 
wards me — Captain Oakhum is removed into 
another fliip with his beloved doAor — our new 
captain defcribed**— an adventure of Morgan. 

p. 258 

CHAP. XXXV. Captain Whiffle fends for me-. 
bis fituation defcribed — hb furgeon arrives^ pre- 
scribes for him, and puts him to bed*^a bed is 
put up for Mr. Simper contiguous to the flate« 
room, which, with other parts of the captain's 
behaviour^ gives the fiup's company a very unfa- 
vourable idea of their commander — ^I am detained 
{tk the Weft Indies, by the admiral, and go oq 
board of the Liusurd floop of war, in quality of fur- 
geon*s mate, where I make myfelf known to the 
mrgeon) who treats me very kindly — ^I go on 
fiiore^ fell my ticket, purchafe neceflbries, and at 
my return on board, am {utftikd at the fight of 
Ci-ampley^ who is appointed lieutenant of the (loop, 
—we iail on a cruize — take a prize, in whi^Ji I 
arrive at Pott Morant, under the command of my> 
meis-mate, with whom I live in great harmony. 

p. 268 

CHAP. XXXVL A tfrangc adventure— -in conr 
fcquence of which I am extremely happy-— 
Crampley does me ill offices with the captain : but 
bis malice is defeated by the good nature and 
fiiendfhip of the furgeon — We return to . Port ' 

Royal our captain gets the command of a 

larger fhip, and is fucceeded by an old man 

Brayl is provided for— we receive orders to fail' 
^"r£»glawL 1^27^4 
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opportunities of ufing me ill, — This advice was * 
bitter potion to mc> whom, pride and refentmentf 
had rendered utterly incapable of the leaft fubmiiEoo 
to, or even of a reGonciliation with the wretch who 
had, on many occafions, treated me fo inhumanly : 
However, I refhlyed to have as little connexion a* 
poflible with him, and to ingratiate myfelf as much 
as I could with the reft of the officers, whofe friend* 
fhip might be a bulwark to defend me from the at- 
tempts of hrs malice. 

In icfs than a week we failed on a cruize, and 
having weathered the eaft-end of the ifland, had the 
good fortune to take a Spanifli barcolongo, with her 
prize, which was an Englifh fhip bound for Briftol, 
that failed from Jamaica a-ibrtnight before, with- 
Qut convoy. Ail the pjifoners who were well> we 
pCit on fhore on the north fide of i,he ifland ; the 
prizes Wfere manned with Engliftimen, and the com- 
mand of the barcolongo given to my friend the 
mafter's rnate, with orders to carry them info Port 
Morant, and there to remain until the Lizzard's 
fruize (hould be ended, at v^hkh time (he would touch 
at the fame place in her way to Port-Royal. — With 
him I was fent to attend the wounded Spaniards a» 
welt as Englifhmen, who amounted to (ixteeo, and 
to take care of them on Chore, in a houfe that was 
to be hired as an hofpital.*-This deftioation gave 
me a great dear of pleafure, $i6 1 (hould, for fome 
iime,. be freed from the arrogance of Crampley, 
whofe inveteracy againft roe had already broke out 
on two or three occafions fmce he was become a 
Deutenant. — My mefs-mate, who very much rcfcmbled 
my uncle, both in figure a^d difpofition, treated me 
on board of the prize with the mmoft civility and 
confidence ; and» among other favo%u:s» made me a 
prcfent of a filver-hilted banger, and a pair of jaftols 
mounted with the fame. metal, which fell to his 
(hare in plundering the enemy. — ^We arrived fafeiy 
at Moraat^ and ^oing oa ihore^ pitched upon an emptf 

ftorc 
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fbre-liO!i%. vibich wc hired for the rc€efitldii>of tRP 
voiuuIedfVho were .broaght to itnexrdaj!, with 
beds and other neceflkries; arid four of the fhip^s 
compaoy apf^xoted to attend them and obey me. . 

: 4C H AP. XXXVL 

J Jlrangi advent ure^^'-^^ in confiquena cf wbUB 
I dm eKtrmety bap^-^^Crampley does me ill 
[ ogkces with the captain : BurbismaUc& is de- 
; feated J^^tbegHdnatmcand friendfljip of 
» the furgeoH'^-'-'^rme retm^f to Fori- Royal — — 
our tapain get^ 4he mntnand of a larger Jhip^ 
and is fucceedid^hy an old nmn Bray I is pro- 
vided for^'-^-^^e receive orders to fail fcr 
- England.- '/;''''. 

WHEfl Diy ftfitient9 were all in a fair w-ayy 
roy compaiJion. and commander) whofe name 
Was Hrayl, carried me up the couotry to the houfe oj 
» rich planter, Wtth whom he was acquaiated ; where 
]Brc were fiimpftioaay enimafned, and in the evening 
ftt out 9n oujP return to the fliip. .When we had 
walked* about a mile by moon-light, we perceived a 
horfeman befejiiid^ u^. who coming up, wiftied ush 
ffodnm, and^MKed Whifeh-wayt we went 2 His Voice,*, 
which was qalte;familiaJ^ to me> no foon* ftruckjmy 
ear, tfaaij^ in fpitii of all my refolntiofe and reSeftion/ 
myhaip briftlod»pi and I was feized witH a violent fit^ 
rf trenAlkig, which Btayi'mifinterpreting, bade roe be 
VBd^r no ooncern*— J tdd hkti he was miftakenjn the 
daofeof my dlforderj and addf^effingmyfelf tathe peHba^- 
aitorfeback, fiOd, "I^orid have fwombyVour voice, 
>* that youi was a dear friend of nnney it I had not 
*l been dertain of hi»d^ath/'— ^Td thisfaddrefi, after 
frme plKife^he repKed, " There are iiianji vWces as^- 
'- wcU^ftcjje chat Vtfcmbli^ofleanoAer i bnt prigr/ 

"what" 



*^ trtiit wsflf'y^SQf frS^ftdV natfarfl** I fatfifi«a KtfPte^ 
tkat psitii^llif, and'galrc a (hbrt dd^ of the mdan- * 
chi>ly fatfc of Thomfoft, a^t vlehotir nwfey fighinttct 
feme ttar«« A fi!<fti€(i eiiftled which fcHwl fonl^'nai- 
utiles, ind th€B the c<inVerfattoiS turited oii dilferenr 
fabjeft#, dll wfea*tiv€*it a houfeohthfc ro«ad, AVhere' 
the'llorftftoili aligbtdd, add begged wiUi fo n^ch ear- 
olfihiefdy that *#e would go ut alid drink a bowl of 
panth with him, that we cottid not rcfift.-«»Biit if I 
was alarmed' at his voice, what muft my amazement 
be^ when I difcovered by the light, the very perfoh of 
irty lamented friend ! Perceiving my confufion, which- 
was extreme, he clafped me iit his arms, and bedewed- 
my face with tears. — It was fomc time ere I reco- 
vered the ufc of my reafon, overpowered with this- 
event, and longer ftUl before I cottld fpeak. So that 
aM I was capable of was to return his embraces, and' 
to mingle the overflowings of my joy with his ;. 
v^lft honeft Br^l, aff<^ed with thrfcene, wept as' 
faft as dther of us, and'figaiSt^ his partictp^i<^ of* 
oor happioeft,' t^y" hugging us both, and tapefteg* 
about th6 roolft lile a madinaii.— At length I re-* 
tricved the ufe of my tongi^ev and cried, ** Is it* 
^\ pdfllble, cdtf you b6 my friend Thomfon ? No** 
•* c^rt&{nly, alas I he wb^ drowhed ! and I ath noV 
"unde^ the deceptibh of ^ ditiaih !"— ffe Was at* 
gifeat piSns td cOminee nfe of hisheiilg tht iftdivldUat 
peHon whom I regr'fettid, ahffbiddmgme'fitdown' 
iidd coiftpOfe myifelf, pfdmSfed to explain his- fuddea 
dlfappearaitecf'from the Thunder, and to acc6u6t for ' 
liJs being at pitfent in tlie latid of the living:— This ' 
tafk he acquitted himfdf of,: after I hard dfan*: a gl^fs ' 
of punch, and recoUeftrt niyfplfhs I'by'irifotiinflftg ufs, / 
that with a deterittifeatiofa to ridhinafelf of a miftfraBle* 
ctiftfence, heliad gbiie In the hi|;ht-time to 'the'hf^iB^ * 
while thcf Ihlp' was dn her way; from* vi^henee? he* 
(11^^ dO#flf, as foftlyas hcf o^uld by the b6^, inld-' 
the fe^; wh'<iire, aflef he was h^tily <fndW9, ^ * 
bigan to rej[)erif 6F M^jiiapltatioif; aQ*a^*lfc*« 
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fwim tcry ^i^^U, kept himfelfaboYOr water, in bope^ 
of bciDg ukeo up by fome qf the (hips aftern >-— 
that in this fitaatioii, he hailed a large veileUjand b^- 
gcd to be taken in^ but was anfwered that flie was 
a heavy (ajlor, and therefore they did not chooTe to 
lofe time, by bringing tooj however, they threw an 
dd chcft over-board, for bis convenience, and to4d 
him, chat fome of the Alps aftern would ceruioly 
favc bim ; — that no other vefTcl came within fight or 
cry of him, for the fpace of three hours, during which 
time he had the mortification to find himfeif in the 
niddle of the ocean alone, without other fupport or 
rcfting-place but what a few craiy boards afforded ; 
till at iafl he difcerned a fmall floop Aeeox]^ towards 
him, upon which he fet up his throat, and had tlie good 
fortune to be beard and refcued from the dreary 
wafte, by their boat, which was hoifted ou\ on 
fprpok. — ** I was no (ooner brought on board (con- 
*. tiBued he) than I fainted, and when I recovered 
'* jny fenfes, fo^nd myfelf in bed, regaled with a 
^ ipoft poifome fmell of oniops and cheefe, which 
*l made me think at firft, that I was in my own 
'I hammock, along- fide of honeft Morgan, and that 
*^ all which had pafTed was no more than a dream.-— 
*\ Upon enquiry I underftood that I was on board of 
** a fchoooer belonging to Rhode-Ifiand, bound for 
** Jamaica, with a cargo of geefe, pigs, onions, and 
** cheefe ; and that th« mafter's name was Robertfon^ 
** by birth a North Briton, whom I knew at firft 
*S fight to be an old fchool-fellow of mine. — ^Whea 
** I difcovered myfelf to him, he was tranfported 
** with furprife and joy, and b^ed to know the oc- 
^^^ cafion of my misfortune, which I did not think 
*' fit to difdofe, becaufe I knew his notion^ with re« 
*« gard to religion were very fevere and confined ; 
** therefore contented myfelf with telUng hhn,* I 
•t fell overboard by accident; but made no fcrupic 
«; of explaining the nature of my difagreeable fta- 
tioo, and of acquaintaig him with my determined 

* " purpo^ 
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^ piirpoTe never to return to the Thunder man of war. 
H -iAlthough he was not of my opinion in that par- 
*' ticdar, knowing that I mnft iofe my cloaths, and 
*« what pay was due to me, unlefs I went back to 
*' my duty ; yet, when I defcribcd the drcumftanccs 
« of the hellifh life I led, under the tyrannic fway 
** of Oakbum and MaCkfhane; and among^ other 
*< grierances, hinted a diflatisfaftiou at the irreligl- 
c( mis deportment cS- my fliip-mates, and the want 
'* of the true prefcyteriah gofpel doftrlne 5 he changed 
'^ his fcntiments, and conjured me with great vfehc- 
. *♦ mcace and zeal to lay afide all thought of rifing 
** in the navy; and thait he might ihew how mucn 
*' he had my intereft at heart, undertook to provide 
«< for me in fome (hape or other, before he fliould Icavfe 
^' Jamaica* — ^This promlfe he performed to my heart's 
<^ defire, by recommending me to a gentleman ^ 
** jbi'tune, with whom 1 have lived ever Bhcc, ifi 
^' quality of furgeon and pverfeer to his plantations. 
** — ^He and his lady are now at Kingllon, fo that 
^': I am, 6>r the prefent, mailer of this koufe, to 
^' which, from my foul, I bid you welcome, anJd 
.'• hope yovi will favour me with your company dur« 
*< ing the remaining part of the night." — I needed 
fiot- a fecond invitation ; but Mr. Bifayl, who was W 
diligent anci excellent officer, could not be perfaaded 
to'fleepout of the (hip: however, he fupped with 
us, and after having drank a chcarful glafs, fet out 
•for ,tbe veflel, which was not above three miks from 
the pliice, efcorted by a couple of ftout negroes, 
whom tor. Thompfon ordered to conduft him. — 
Never were two friends more happy^.tn the convei'fa- 
tion of each other than we, for the time it Lifted : 
'I related to him the particulars of our attempt upon 
Carthagcna, of which he had heard but an imper* 
fcft account; and he gratified me with a narration 
of every little incident of his life fince we parted. — 
He alTured me, it was with the utmoft difficulty he 
could refift his inclination of comiug down to Pott- 
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i^Qf9^^ tQ. jG»Q Mf^V^ ^nd, m^oi whom J^btt^ hfsiri 
.QotWngs fiaqe the d^y of our fk^gan^n ; but that 
lhc^^A$ jTcftrwocd by. U^e feiu: .of beiog^euinai.as a 
45)e<eit<r.TrTl;Iei fold p^yth^l when i»;h«arf) my voice 
fio (be 4%Ki^ 'he la^as i^IfRpft ./m. mych fuipnTed as t 
<1K^ ar (eeip^ 4ini .^t^rw^4$ ; ind da.ihc eoo&kiice 
'<>f friei)4(hip> .diiclpfed a paiSon .be£atc£iai&ed>for 
.fhc.pQly daMgbjtcr^pf the geatleioan. with whopi he 
JiY«4^.whQ> by bis d^fprjpiiop, was, a.. vpry amiable 
i;ott9gi^y> ^^4 did cot. difdamhi&^ddceffrs; that 
^e^j^ vary iwcb feYPureijby ber.parcnts* and did 
4ipt;de^air of c^taining th«r con&nt .to ^the. match, 
Avbich, would 4t 9pce. render biiii.iodQp6iuieiit of the 
.;world.*T-I congratulated him oo bis good lortnne, 
.vbich he protefled ihould.oevermake bun foi^t his 
irlends; and towards Dooming we betook ourfelves 

' Next day he accompanied me to the ihip, where 
,^r. Brayl qitertai^ied bim at dinner,. and we having 
;fpeat the afternoon tog^^h^r) be took his leave of us 
[in the evening, after be had forced upon me ten 
pilioles, as a fmall token of his aireOion.-rtIn ihort, 
!whilc we ftaid here, we faw qqc another every day, 
and generally ate at the fame table, which was plenti- 
fully fupplied by him with all kindsof poultry,butcher's 
jmeat, oranges, limes, lemons, pine^aipples, Madeira- 
wine, and excellent rum ; fo that this fmall interval of 
•ten days was by far the mpft agreeable period of my life. 
At length the Lizzard arrived } and jay patleais 
being all fit for duty, they .and I were ordered on 
Jboard of her, where I t^nderAood from Mr. T*oi»* 
Jins, that there was a drynefs between the lieatcnant 
and himt on my account i . that rancorous vUiaia 
iiaving taken the opportunity of my abfence, to fill 
.the captain's ears with a tboufand icandalous ftoriest 
to my prejudice ; among other things affirming, that 
J had been once tranfported for theft, and that Vihsa 
, was in the Thunder man of war I had been whipt 
for the fame crime,— The furgeojj, .on the ot2l«r 
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Tband, ifcaviog heard «y whole ftoiy from my own 
tbouth, ddFendcd me ftrenuouily, ^md ia the cOurfc 
of thatgood^natur'd office,- reisounied ail the mftances 
x)f Crampley's iiwliceagaiflftme,^ while I remained 
.onboard of that fhip.— ^Whfch;^ecIaratioD, while it 
fatisficd the captain of.0y innocence, made the lieu- 
tenant as much my drfeud^r's enemy as mine. TWs 
.infefoal behaviow ©f Oacfipley, ^irith regard to me^ 
added fuch fuel to my former refenttnent, that at 
;cef tain doies, I was 4tiite~be(ide myfelf with the dc- 
ifire of revenge, and was Wn tempted to piftol him 
-on the ipwrter-deck, though anrinfamons death muft 
incvitaWy have been my reward. — But the furgeon, 
who was my confident, argued againfl (nth a def- 
^rate.aAion fo e^eAually, that i Aifled the flame 
which confumed me for the prefent, and refolved to 

-wait for a more convenient opportunity.- In the 

^inean time, that Mr. Tomlins might W the more 
-convinced of the wrongs I fufFered tiy this fellow's 
.flander, I begged he would go and viik Mr. Thom- 
fon, whoTe wondeHul efcape I had made him ac- 
,<[uainted with, and enquire of him into the particu- 
lars of my conduft, while he was my fellow-mate* 
This requeft the furgeon complied with, more through 
vcnriofity to fee a perfpn whofefate had been fo ex- 
traordinary, than to confirm his good opinion of me, 
-which he aflured me, v/zs already firmly eft ablifhed. 
.-—He therefore fet out for the dwelKng-pIace of my 
friend, with a letter of Introduftion from me ; and 
being received with all the civility and kindnefs I 
,€xpc^ed, returned to the ftiip, not only fatisficd with 
*<my charafter, beyond the power t3f doubt or infinua- 
tion,.but alfo charmed with the affability and cdn- 
^erfatioi^rf^TjM)mfoo, who loaded him and me with 
prefects bfrre^floct, liquors and fruit. As he would 
not venture to come' and fee us on board, left Cramp- 
ky'fliould know and dctaiahim; when the time of 
our dcpHlturr approached, I obtained leave to go and 
iid him larewel. — After we had vowed an everlaft- 
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iag friendihip, he prefTed upon me a purfe with four 
doubloons^ which I refufed as long as I could, with- 
out giving umbrage; aod having cordially embraced 
.each other, I returned on board, where I found a 
fmall box, wifh a letter direfied for me^ to the care 
of Mr. Tomlms. — Knowing the fuperfcripdon to be 
4>f Thomfon*8 hand- writing, I opened it with feme 
furprize, and teamed that this generous friend, not 
contented with loading me with the prefents already 
mentioned^ had Tent for my ufe and accq^tance, half 
a dozen fine (hirts^ and as many Itnea waiftcoats and 
caps, with twelve pair of new thread-ftockings.—- 
Being thus provided with money, and all neceffaries 
for the comfort of life, I began to look upon myfelf 
AS a gentleman of fbme comequence, and felt my 
pride dilate apace. 

Next day we failed for Port-Royal, where we ar- 
xived fafely wilh our prizes ; and as there was nothing 
to do on board, I went alhore, and having pur chafed 
a laced waiftcoat, with feme other cloaths at a fale, 
made a fwaggering figure for fome days, among the 
taverns, where I ventured to play a little at hazard, 
gnd came off with fifty piftoles in my pocket. Mean 
while our captain was promoted to a ihip of twenty 
^uns, and the command of the Lizzard given to a 
man turned of fourfcore, who had been lieutenant 
iince the reign of King William, and notwithfland- 
jng his long fervice,. would have probably died in 
that flation, had he not applied fome prize-money 
Jie had lately received, to make intereft with his f\i- 
periors. My friend Brayl was alfo made an officer, 
about the fame tirne^ after he had ferved in quality of 
a midftiipman and mate five and twenty years. Soon 
after thefe alterations, the adn^dk^jj^ifidupon our 
fliip to carry home difpatc^^^SMB^^HWh|^ and 
we fet fail for -England, (B^iijpBBI||SMi^^^ 
bottom, and taken in pr(^^<mzna\v?LicrJ^^)^ ' 

The End 0/ tbf Fj^st VojLUMtPgk 



Digitized by Google 



' '' jl'il 1902J ^^ 





^^roi-i?^ 



^Digitized by Google 



k ^ 



/ 



:.K 




1 



Digitized by Google 



,y Google 



